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The Community of Burrawang 
and Wildes Meadow 

Welcomes You 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

This publication is intended to be a Welcome Pack for the distribution of general information and 
events that happen in and around Burrawang Village. Business and services listed in this pack are 

to provide new residents with information and should not seen as a recommendation of said 
services. 
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Dear Resident,  
 
As a new resident we welcome you to the historic villages of Burrawang and Wildes Meadow. 
 
Your Burrawang Wildes Meadow Community Association has prepared for you a welcome pack, 
consisting of an information booklet with some background about the area and a number of useful 
contact details and tips.  
 
The Burrawang Wildes Meadow Community Association is a group of locals whose objective is to 
assist residents with some of the issues that affect our community and where appropriate, liaise 
with government and local authorities.  

We also enclose a copy of the latest issue of the Burrawang Herald. The Herald is published 
quarterly and has been on issue for over 135 years and will be delivered to your mail box and 
available online on the Burrawang Village Website at https://burrawangvillage.com/burrawang-
herald-archives.   In it you will find announcements of upcoming local events, some local general 
interest stories and a wealth of other local news and services available.  
 
We would welcome you as members of the Association and we encourage the community’s 
feedback or questions on anything you see as impacting on the village or surrounding area. 
Details of membership are enclosed and again, we welcome you to our community. 
 

Matthew Hall 

President - Burrawang Wildes Meadow Community Association  

Website: www.burrawangvillage.com  

Email: bwmcassoc@gmail.com  

 

A Brief History of Burrawang and Wildes Meadow 

    
English Scottish and Australian Bank    Burrawang General Store 

By 1865, about 1200 residents had settled on the eastern side of the Highlands in the 
Yarrawa Brush rainforest district.  

Surveyor Campbell divided the area into four parishes called by their Aboriginal names: 
Kangaloon to the north and Yarrawa on the south-east side, bounded by Burrawang at Joe 
Wilde’s meadow and by Yarrunga to the west.  

Burrawang was the Aboriginal word for a native palm that once grew abundantly in the area.  
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A land grant of 237 acres had been taken up there in 1856 by early settler John Staggs, but 
it was not until 1861 that the Robertson Land Act encouraged settlers to make their way up 
the Jamberoo Mountain to convert the Yarrawa Brush into good grazing land. 

The Act provided for free selection before survey of unreserved Crown Land in blocks from 
40 to 320 acres at £1 an acre.  

Early selectors in the Burrawang area included 
Messrs John McGrath, John Hanrahan, William 
Davis, John Cullen, W.R. Hindmarsh, Thomas 
Wilson, Edward Moses, John Moore and Peter 
White, who all registered their selections south of 
the Wingecarribee Swamp in 1862.  

It is recorded that the McGrath and White families 
lived where Burrawang village now stands. The 
village was not a government township, but built on 
private land owned by William Barrett who had 
bought the 50 acres and subdivided it into blocks 
with planned streets.  

Old Cedar Mountain Road became Wilde’s 
Meadow Road, later renamed Church Street; 
Barrett Street ran east of Wilde’s Meadow Road; 
one street south was Dale Street; and a connecting 
street was named George Street.  

The village began to develop in 1865 when a post 
office, known as Mount Pleasant, was established and in July its name was changed to 
Burrawang.  

George W. Creighton obtained a licence for the Sassafras Inn in June 1866. The General 
Store opened in 1867. In 1868, Michael James Egan held the licence for the Prince Alfred 
Hotel, which was probably the original inn renamed.  

In the 1860s there was no regular means of communication with only one dray-road out, 
called Old Cedar Mountain Road, which connected to tracks heading to Moss Vale and east 
to the coast. Goods were carried on pack-horses and a horseback mail ran once a week.  

Burrawang had the first printing works in the Berrima district that was owned by P. J. 
Wallace, who printed The Wombat. 

Unfortunately, his house and £50 worth of type were destroyed by fire in July 1871. The 
Burrawang Herald, one of the earliest newspapers in the area, printed its first number on 
October 3, 1883.  

Barrett, Hayter & Co built a flour mill in 1879 and operated a timber mill that turned out about 
3500 feet of timber a day, employing 20 hands.  

When settlement had first begun the ground was cleared and potatoes were planted; then 
English grasses were sown and cows run. Butter manufactured in the district sold at from 
threepence to fivepence a pound.  
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Henry Fly Ginger had cleared half of his 200 acre farm by 1879. With 70 head of cattle, 
including 31 milkers, he started cheese-making rather than producing butter as the low price 
paid for butter made it unprofitable. For fodder, he grew oats, barley and maize.  

By 1880 Burrawang had developed into a prosperous community with a school, three 
churches, three hotels, an ES&A Bank, a blacksmith and a saddlery.  

In 1878, local farmers formed Burrawang Farmers Club, meeting at the Club Hotel on the 
Thursday night nearest the full moon. In 1879 it became the Burrawang and West Camden 
Agricultural Society and held its first agricultural show on April 21 and 22, 1880, on flat land 
in Dale Street, using the nearby sale yards to hold the stock.  

This was the first show held in the Southern Highlands. The 1881 show was in Moss Vale 
and again at Burrawang in 1882, 1883 and 1884, after which Robertson became the 
permanent home. The club was an active organisation interested in promoting agriculture.  

An occasional dance or concert provided amusement for residents of Burrawang and district. 
In 1890 the Burrawang Ethiopian Troupe was formed to provide shows for the residents. 
When the moving pictures came to Australia, itinerant showmen visited the town and staged 
a show in the School of Arts, and in 1929 an enterprising individual began a weekly 
exhibition of films.  

This article is sourced from the archives of Berrima District Historical and Family History Society, 
Bowral Rd, Mittagong. 

                                     
The Burrawang Rifle Club 
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General Information about Burrawang and Wildes Meadow 
 
Burrawang and Wildes Meadow Community Association 
Some of the issues the Community Association focuses on, include:  

• Investigating practical measures to protect the character and facilities of the village;  
• Staying informed about, and to represent the community on issues impacting the village, 

its surrounds and our residents;  
• What we can do to improve the sustainability of the village in terms of transport, 

recreational, educational and communication facilities;  
• The type and frequency of dialogue with Wingecarribee Council or the State Government 

on matters that affect the village and the area including road and wildlife safety;  
• How we promote the village to ensure it remains viable;  
• To organise, promote and support community events and raise funds for the benefit of 

Burrawang Wildes Meadow community groups and our residents; and  
• Applying for grants to improve village facilities  

 
Our primary activities consist of:  
• acting as a community focal point where significant undertakings impact on residents.  

• community enhancement projects: as an incorporated body, we are able to apply for grant 
funding to support local initiatives and to negotiate with the regulatory authorities to bring them 
to fruition. The recent upgrading of the Hoddle Street playground and shelter structure with 
water tank at the cemetery is an example of this.  

• regular meetings with the Wingecarribee Shire Council staff and councillors where we are 
able to place emphasis on the issues that are important to the community and to influence 
council’s activities in accordance with community priorities.  

• we have a modest calendar of social events which supplement the many other significant 
events in the community. We organise an annual community Christmas party on the 2nd 
Sunday of December each year. 

Membership of the Association is open to all people in the area who have an interest in 
community affairs. As a new arrival to the area, I’d encourage you to join the Association and 
participate by making your views known on community issues.  

If you are interested in becoming involved in the Association or would like to know more, 
please contact us at BWMCAssoc@gmail.com 

 
Committee Members 
 
Matthew Hall –  President 

Jane Sherborne – Vice-President 

Anne Ramsay –  Secretary 

Doug Lyon –   Treasurer 

Mark Keech   

Sue Evenden 
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The Burrawang Hotel 
 

 Established in 1873, the pub has long been a 
destination for warm country hospitality, with its 
current building dating to 1928.  Over the years 
several owners have renovated and extended the 
hotel but have always maintained the Hotel’s original 
character.  The rear of the hotel has a large outdoor 
area with a beautiful outlook over the rolling hills of 
Burrawang.  The Hotel is a focal point for social and 
village activity.  

Every Thursday evening is local’s night when everyone can catch up; come the Queen’s 
Birthday weekend and there is always a spectacular fireworks display at the bottom of the 
beer garden complete with sausage sizzle and, of course, there is Christmas Eve when Santa 
tethers his reindeer outside the pub and visits all the children while accepting the odd cordial 
or two. https://www.burrawangvillagehotel.com.au   
 
 
The Burrawang General Store  
 
Built in 1867, this iconic building has 
developed from a traditional general store 
to a culinary destination for locals as well 
as visitors to the Southern Highlands. The 
General Store and licensed Café is in the 
main street of the village.  

Enjoy a meal from their creative menu on the 
verandah, inside by the wood fire or in our 
beautiful garden.  
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Burrawang School of Arts 

 
The Burrawang School of Arts was originally 
known as the “Star of Burrawang” lodge of the 
Manchester Unity of Oddfellows Society.  The 
Hall was completed in October 1883 and in 1890 
the lodge and land was given to the people of 
Burrawang by the Oddfellows.  Since ownership, 
the original building has been progressively 
extended and maintained entirely by public subscription and voluntary labour.  In 1919 a War 
Memorial, also paid for by public subscription, was placed in front of the original Hall.  The 
School of Arts building occupies a prominent position in the main street of Burrawang and 
provides for the social life and development of community services in the village of Burrawang 
and Wildes Meadow. For more information, see the Burrawang School of Arts page on the 
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Burrawang Village website www.burrawangvillage.com or the Burrawang Village Facebook 
page or check the notice board out the front of the building. 
 
Past events and future events include - various concerts, ANZAC day commemorations, 
Easter Saturday Market, the annual ball, trivia night, various morning tea events, Christmas 
carols and drinks and Meet your Neighbour night supper. 
 
If you would like to become a member of the School of Arts,please see the membership form  
on the website. Also, if you would like to give us a helping hand, we are always looking for 
volunteers to help out with events, communications and other behind-the-scenes activities.  
Contact details: Poss Keech 0429 039 929  

Email: plkeech@gmail.com  

http://www.burrawangvillage.com/school-of-arts 

 
 
Burrawang Public School 
 

 
We are a school that proudly serves our 
village community. At our school, we are 
committed to cultivating confidence and 
curiosity in every child, providing a nurturing 
and inclusive environment where students 
are encouraged to explore their passions, 
ask questions, and embrace new 
challenges.  
Burrawang Public School is looking forward 
to an exciting year of innovation and further 
pursuit of excellence. It enjoys an active, 
supportive local community who enrich the 

life of our school. Burrawang school embraces 21st century learning with flexible, inspired 
learning spaces, personalised learning and a curriculum that is diverse, challenging and 
relevant for the new times in which we live.  
Children are encouraged to become critical and creative thinkers who take responsibility for 
their learning. We enjoy the benefits of wide open spaces, sustainability initiatives, community 
involvement and a connectedness to our learning environment. Burrawang school is small 
enough to care and big enough to challenge!  
We welcome new residents and potential students to come and see us in action before making 
a decision as to where they wish to educate their child. Our friendly staff will be happy to 
discuss the learning and teaching at Burrawang and how we can best assist you in achieving 
your child’s full potential.  
Contact details: School office: Ph:4886 4261 http://www.burrawang-p.schools.nsw.edu.au/ 
 
 
Burrawang Public School Parents and Citizens  
 
The Burrawang Public School P&C is the parents and citizens’ organisation for the local public 
school. Our school is quite a small school and as such, P&C committee relies on the efforts of 
a few of the parents so participation from members of the community is welcome.  

The P&C meets at the school on Wednesday evenings in weeks 3 and 7 of each term. If you 
would like more information, the best place to start is by contacting the school office. 
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Contact details: School office: Ph:4886 4261   
 
burrawang-p.school@det.nsw.edu.au  
 
 
Burrawang Rural Fire Brigade 
 

The Burrawang Rural Fire Brigade (BRFB) would like 
to take this opportunity to welcome you to our 
wonderful community. As part of the Rural Fire 
Service of NSW our local volunteers work hard to 
protect and support our community. The BRFB 
responds to emergency events in the Wingecarribee 
region and in particular around the Burrawang, 
Wildes Meadow, Robertson and Fitzroy Falls areas.  
 
A Station Open Day is held every year during Get 

Ready Weekend in September. We encourage everyone to come and meet our great fire 
fighters and volunteers where we can answer any questions regarding the fire safety for your 
property. We share information and assist the community in readiness for the fire season 
ahead.  
The RFS is always looking for new volunteers. If you are interested in taking a look at how 
the brigade operates you can visit us on any Wednesday night from 7:30pm at the 
Burrawang Fire Station, located behind the children’s playground in Hoddle Street, 
Burrawang  
Contact details:  
Captain: Colin Munro - 0421 568 754 
 
 
St David's Anglican Church  
 
St David's has had a rich history of local people 
gathering there to hear the Bible taught, pray and 
encourage one another. Prior to 2007, when the new 
building at Robertson was built, St David's hosted 
weekly services, however with the new warm and 
comfortable building just a few minutes down the 
road in Robbo, we now only offer one service once a 
month at St David's. This service is on the 3rd 
Sunday of the month at 4.30pm, it's a relaxed, 
structured service and everyone is welcome. 
 
In December every year St David's hosts a traditional carols service with a light supper 
following. It's always a hit and well attended. And for those couples who like a more rustic feel 
to their wedding day, St David's hosts a number of weddings throughout the year.  
 
If you have questions regarding the goings on at either the Robertson Anglican or St David's 
centres, please be in touch, we'd love to chat, or you can always check us out online. 
 
Contact details: 
St David's is part of the Robertson Anglican Parish 
Rev Graham Thomas (minister)  
Church office: 64 Hoddle St Robertson 
02 4885 1210 (office) 
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robertsonanglican.org.au 
office@robertsonanglical.org.au 
Find us on Facebook 
 
 
Church of St Peter’s Catholic Church  
 
St Peter's is part of the St Paul’s Parish Moss Vale. 
The Burrawang Catholic Church is the original 
building, after two acres of ground were purchased 
at 20 pounds per acre. The ground was cleared by 
Catholics and non-Catholics at night working by bonfire light after working on their own 
settlements during the day. What a great neighbourly spirit existed between these early 
settlers. It was built in  1869 by the early settlers both Catholic Presbyterian and Church of 

England. It is a beautiful acknowledgement to their 
faith commitment. The tradition is lovingly continued 
today praying and supporting each other and in 2019 
we celebrated 150 years. 
We welcome all... old and new residents and visitors 
to our celebrations. 
 
Mass Times:  
 1st 3rd and 5th Sunday of the month at 8am 

 2nd 4th Sunday at 5pm 
Christmas and Easter celebrations may vary  
Parish Priest Fr Jeremy Santoso, who is a member of the Order of St. Paul the First Hermit 
(OSPPE) known as the Pauline Fathers. 
 
St Pauls Parish Moss Vale - 48681931 
Noel and Marilyn North - 48864391 Local  
www.stpaulsmossvale.org.au 
 

Burrawang and Wildes Meadow Internet Communications 
 
An nbn Fixed Wireless connection utilises data transmitted over radio signals to connect a 
premises to the nbn broadband access network. This connection is typically used in 
circumstances where the distance between premises can be many kilometres. Data travels 
from a transmission tower located as far as 14 kilometres, to an nbn™ outdoor antenna that 
has been fitted to the premises by an approved nbn™ installer. 
 
https://www.nbnco.com.au/learn-about-the-nbn/network-technology/fixed-wireless-
explained.html 
 
Starlink is also available in Burrawang https://starlink.com/au  
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Things to Do and to Get Involved 
 
Bushcare 
  
The Burrawang Bushcare group meets on the 4th Wednesday morning of every month (except 
December) to look after the boardwalk and footpath between George and Harman Streets. 
For the last five years we have maintained this area, removing weeds and non- native invasive 
species and replanting with natives. We work together with council officers who provide all the 
tools, plants and mulch as well as share their vast knowledge of Australian flora. Tasks may 
include weeding, mulching, planting, or seed collecting. Our working sessions are also 
rewarded by a delicious morning tea!  
If you would like to join us, please either contact Cath Ward on 0405 151 651 or turn up to any 
session. We meet at 9.30am in summer and 10am in winter at the boardwalk. Wear suitable 
gardening gear and boots, a hat and sunscreen. Some initial council form-filling is required, 
but nothing too onerous. We are a small band, and new members would be most welcome.  
Contact details:  
Michael Kelly -4886 4323  
 
 
Film Nights  
 
Burrawang School of Arts Film Nights generally happen on the 
last Friday of each month, December excepted.  The venue is 
the Middle Hall at the School of Arts, and the film starts at 
7.30pm.   
$10 buys a glass of wine on arrival, and an ice-cream at interval; 
the film comes for free! 
The program of films is varied, and each month's title is publicised in advance via posters 
around the village, and on the village website. But for most of our loyal audience, the choice 
of film is fairly immaterial, as it's a social occasion: an opportunity to have dinner beforehand, 
perhaps at the pub, then watch a good film in good company. 
 
 
Tennis Club 

The Burrawang Tennis Club comprises of two rebound ace hardcourts with excellent lighting 
on both courts for night tennis. Undercover BBQ facilities, and playground enjoying a quiet 
rural setting with lots of space for parking. Location: Burrawang Park, Church Street, 
Burrawang.  

Court hire and bookings can be made with the Secretary, Carol Hill. Keys are available at 
Burrawang Village Hotel, Hoddle Street, Burrawang. Court hire is $10.00 per hour for both 
courts and night court hire is $20.00 per hour for both courts.  

Membership is set at our annual meeting around October each year. Adults $40.00 - juniors  

$10.00 for all players, competition and social players. Tennis Club competitions and events 
are mixed doubles – men’s & ladies’ night comp on:  

Monday nights – from October to Easter each year.  

Thursday ladies’ doubles comp with Wingecarribee Tennis Association are held from January 
to June, then July to December, commencing 9.30 am each Thursday – all standards are 
welcome.  
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All new visitors and new members welcome. Contact details:  

President - Donna Eccleston - 0415 854 637  
Secretary - Carol Hill   - 0429 430 305  
Treasurer - Sharon Donovan - 0402 090 106  
Email: jhi33654@bigpond.net.au 
All new visitors and new members welcome. 
 
President - Donna Eccleston    - 0415 854637 
Secretary -  Carol Hill               - 0429 430305 
Treasurer – Sharon Donovan   - 0402 090106 
Email: jhi33654@bigpond.net.au 
 
 
Burrawang Hockey Club  

A family friendly club with junior and senior teams in the Southern Highlands and Shoalhaven 
Hockey Associations! Proudly sponsored by Burrawang Village Hotel 

Women’s and Kids Hockey  

If your child is aged 5-16 yrs old and would like to play for the Burrawang Hockey Club please 
contact Sam at burrawanghockey@outlook.com to register you interest.  

If you are interested in playing women’s hockey please contact Leanne at 
burrawomenshockey@gmail.com   

https://www.revolutionise.com.au/burrawangrevels   

https://www.facebook.com/Burrawang-Hockey-Club-238618786683739   

Mens Hockey  

Contacts  

Greg Schofield 02 4887 7057  

Mick Vaughan 02 4886 4226  

https://www.revolutionise.com.au/burrawanghockey/registration/ 
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Handy Numbers and Websites 

  Phone No. Website / further details 

What’s on in 
Burrawang 

  
www.burrawangvillage.com/whatson 
 

Burrawang 
Village Facebook 

  Join Us On Facebook 
 

Police  Community 
Portal 131 444 

http://www.police.nsw.gov.au/community_portal/home 
 

 Moss Vale 
Police Station 4869 7899 67 Elizabeth Street Moss Vale In emergency call 000 

 Crime 
Stoppers 

1800 333 
000  

Emergency Fire Police 
Ambulance 000 Emergencies only 

 Hazards near 
me 

RFS service 
APP 

Download NSW Rural Fire Service's Hazards Near Me NSW 
Mobile App for real time updates on Fires in the local area. 

Medical 
Robertson 
Medical 
Centre 

4885 2569 
 

https://robertsondoctor.com.au/  

 
Highlands 
General 
Practice 

4861 3183 
 

www.bsmp.com.au 
 
 

 Bowral Public 
Hospital 

4861 0200 
 

www.sswahs.nsw.gov.au/bowral 
 

 Bowral Private 
Hospital 

4862 9400 
 

www.southernhighlandsprivate.com.au 
 

 Robertson 
Pharmacy 4885 2937 http://www.robertsonpharmacy.com.au/ 

 
Defibrillator   Outside the General Store - 11 Hoddle Street Burrawang 

Wingecarribee 
Shire Council 

General 
enquiries 4868 0888 

wscmail@wsc.nsw.gov.au 
 
68 Elizabeth St Moss Vale 2577 

 New Resident 
Kit  https://www.wsc.nsw.gov.au/Residents/New-Residents  

 Waste Hotline 1300133 969  

 Domestic 
Waste Services  http://www.wsc.nsw.gov.au/domestic-waste-services 

 

 About Your Bin 
Service  

https://www.wsc.nsw.gov.au/Residents/Waste-and-
Recycling/My-Bin-Day  

 Community 
Recycling   

http://www.wsc.nsw.gov.au/services/waste-
recycling/community-recycling-centre 

 Ranger 
Services  https://www.wsc.nsw.gov.au/Content-

Search?dlv_OC%20CL%20Public%20Site%20Search=(keyword=ranger%20service)  

 
Churches 

St David’s 
Anglican 48851210 

 
robertsonanglican.org.au 
 

 St Peter’s 
Catholic 

 
4868 1931 

www.stpaulsmossvale.org.au 
 

JP services Michelle 
Waters 0414 918 970  

 Mark Mac 
Millan 0414 977 886  
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WIRES Wildlife 
Rescue 1300 094737 www.wires.org.au 

 
Snake catcher Ray McGibbon 0400 734 225  

Veterinary 

Southern 
Highland Vet 
Centre Moss 
Vale 

48681310 http://southernhighlandsvets.com.au 
 

Buses Berrima Buses  4871 3211 
www.buslinesgroup.com.au/berrima 
 

Schools   Southern Highlands Schools 
 

Endeavour 
Energy 

Power outages 131 003 Check for Outages in Your Area 

 General 
enquiries 

 133 718  
Mon to Fri  
8am to 6pm 

 

SES (NSW)   132 500 
 
 

Dial Before You 
Dig 

 
1100 
(freecall) 

www.1100.com.au 
 

POST Office Robertson 4885 1240 74-76 Hoddle Street Robertson (The Hive Building)  

Sydney Trains General info  www.sydneytrains.info 
 

 Sydney 
timetables  Timetables 

 

NSW Trains Southern 
Highlands Line  Routes and timetables 

Moss Vale Train 
Station 

 
4868 1115 
 

 
 

Destination 
Southern 
Highlands 

  Events and Activities 

 
NBN 

  
https://www.nbnco.com.au/connect-home/what-is-nbn-for-
home.html 
 

Taxi 
 

Southern 
Highlands  Taxi 4872 4800 

www.southernhighlandstaxis.com.au 
 

 
Highlands 
Chauffeured 
Hire Cars 

4872 3038 
http://hchc.com.au/ 
 
 

Uber   Use Uber app for available drivers 

Container 
Deposit Scheme 
(CDS) 

 
 
 
Return and 
Earn 

 

 
 
 
http://returnandearn.org.au/ 
 

 


