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Presidents Message 

Autumn - I think this is my favourite time in the 

village. We see the amazing array of colours, 

as the leaves on many of the trees turn, from 

green, to gold, and then to red and then drop 

to the ground. The streets and our gardens 

look different, with stark, bare trees, and we 

notice things that have always been there, but 

perhaps hidden. There is a chill in the air, and 

the smell of the smoke from wood fires 

warming our homes, but there is also still the 

joy of the warmth of the sun on our backs 

when the sun is shining and the sky is 

cloudless.  

The change in seasons tells us time is passing, 

change is constant, and that we must prepare 

for the winter ahead. 

It is hard to believe that only one month ago, 

we were enjoying a glorious warm, sunny and 

dry Easter weekend, and what was near 

perfect weather for our 2025 Easter market. 

We could not have asked for better weather. It 

brought out the visitors, and showed off our 

village at its best.  

This yearôs market was, by any standard, a 

tremendous success. That is down to the hard 

work and dedication of many people, including 

the Burrawang Easter Market committee and, 

especially, to the many, many residents who 

volunteered their time, resources, and skills. 

The involvement, and dedication of so many 

individuals, who donôt get any personal reward, 

but who are motivated by being part of, and 

who contribute for the benefit of, the 

community at large, is vital for a small 

community like ours. On behalf of the 

Community Association, and the wider 

community of Burrawang and Wildes Meadow, 

thank you for your 

contributions, and for 

continuing to 

demonstrate that our 

community is co-

operative, generous, 

cohesive and strong. I 

have to include a 

special mention to the 

First Lady of the 

Village, (otherwise I 

will never hear the end of it) who went above 

and beyond in helping an elderly gentleman 

find his car that he (the elderly gentleman) lost 

in the Range St car park. 

I mentioned in my last Herald column, the 

Community Association is seeking to develop 

an exciting and innovative project that records, 

celebrates and shares the history of 

Burrawang, Wildes Meadow and our 

surroundings. A key part of the project is the 

use of an app that captures our history and 

allows anyone to discover that history at their 

own pace, and in their own way. In an exciting, 

and critical, development, Wingecarribee Shire 

Council has agreed to fund the licence fees for 

this software for 12 months to allow the 

Community Association to develop and test a 

pilot of the project. We are hoping that the pilot 

also convinces the other villages in the Shire to 

develop similar projects and to collaborate and 

share the cost of the technology.  

We have also had a very positive conversation 

with Southern Tablelands Arts about a similar 

project they developed for Wollondilly Shire 

Council for the 200th anniversary of white 

settlement of Bargo, Picton and Tahmoor.  We 

are hopeful that we can involve them, and their 
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Your local professional and caring Accounting and 

Advisory team providing all your accountancy and 

business advisory requirements. Including: 

P Tax planning, 

P Estate and succession planning, 

P Financial and management accounting, and 

P BAS and FY end reporting for individuals and 

commercial clients 
  

For a confidential conversation, please contact 

Rebecca Duffy or Joel Goring. 

Rebecca: 0422 174 660 Joel: 0422 452 543 

E: rebecca@goringduffy.com.au or 

joel@goringduffy.com.au 

538 Argyle Street, Moss Vale NSW 2577 

Community Morning Tea 
Every Friday 9: 30am to 11:30am 

The Burrawang School of Arts 
 

Men and women all welcome, no charge, just 

join us for a chat, coffee and cakeé  

gold coin donations gratefully accepted 

For more information call  

Anne: 0447 732 424  

experience, in capturing and recording the 

stories of residents and the living history of 

our community, before it is lost to us.  

If you have any stories from, or of your family, 

or any photographs, newspaper articles or 

other documents, that shine a light on our 

past, please get in touch. 

Our very long-running project to provide 

shelter and increased amenity at the public 

cemetery continues. After being stalled with 

Council, and following successful negotiations 

to clarify the purpose, requirements and size 

of the structure, we are now close to obtaining 

Council approval, and a construction start 

date. I am hopeful that I will be able to report 

more concrete progress (pardon the pun) in 

the next edition of the Herald - so watch this 

space. 

In ending this column, I want to say thank you 

to the village resident who provided 

(anonymously) the recipe for the gin and tonic 

cheesecake in the last edition. I made the 

cheesecake for guests at Easter, and it was a 

triumph! So, THANK YOU. 

And in the interests of paying it forward, and 

to satisfy the many requests I get at the village 

morning tea (every Friday morning at the 

School of Arts) for the recipe for my chocolate 

brownies - here it is: 

INGREDIENTS 

185g dark chocolate, chopped 

125g butter, chopped 

2 eggs 

1 cup caster sugar 

1 cup plain flour 

70g chocolate buttons (milk, dark or white, 

according to your preference) 

METHOD 

Pre-heat oven to 180C. Grease and line 20cm 

square tin. 

Place dark chocolate and butter in a large heat

-proof bowl. Place bowl over a saucepan of 

gently simmering water. Stir until chocolate and 

butter melt and mixture is smooth. Remove 

from heat 

Stir in egg and sugar. Fold in flour. Add 

chocolate buttons. 

Spoon mixture into prepared tin. Place in oven 

and bake for 20-25 minutes. 

Cool in tin, before turning out and cutting into 

squares. 

ENJOY!! 

 

Matthew Hall 

President BWMCA  

bwmassoc@gmail.com  

mailto:rebecca@goringduffy.com.au
mailto:joel@goringduffy.com.au
mailto:bwmassoc@gmail.com
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Burrawang School of Arts  

Hi all, 

Well, winter is kicking in and we are feeling the 

chill but also enjoying some (much needed?) 

rain. 

Project Update: ñ2022 & Beyond Projectò 
 

This feels like the ñNever-Ending Storyò!!!! 

After receiving Development Approval (DA) 

Consent in December 2023 from 

Wingecarribee Shire Council, we have been 

beavering away for all of 2024 and the first 5 

months of 2025 working toward the issue of a 

Construction Certificate (CC) after which 

construction work can commence on the 

exciting program of renovations and 

improvements. 

Noone could have believed that it could take 

this long (or cost this much money). However, 

there has been a big uplift in regulatory 

requirements for Certification and we are 

advised on very good authority that all projects, 

big and small, are facing similar frustrating 

delays in satisfying all of the requirements. The 

Wingecarribee Shire Council is not involved in 

this matter; rather it is much broader in context 

involving many layers of regulation across the 

National Construction Code, Private Certifier 

requirements etc. 

Having said all that, we believe that we are 

now within a whisker of receiving a 

Construction Certificate and the hall 

renovations commencing (keep fingers 

crossed). We share the frustration many of you 

have expressed with the hall being out of 

action for so long. But, (do we dare to say?)

éé.we are now getting very close.   

The good news is that with luck, the project 

WILL be completed in 12 monthsô time and 

then we will have the most splendid 

community hall for you to enjoy concerts, 

events, balls, films, bake-offs, to hold your 

private functions and to celebrate this 

wonderful, historical community asset. 

The extended delays mean that we cannot 

schedule any events or take function bookings 

over the next 12 months; and that also 

meansé. no incoming revenue either. So, 

more than ever we request your ongoing help 

with your $20 per annum membership. 

Renewals for the 2025/26 membership year 

can be remitted electronically to: 

Burrawang School of Arts Inc 

BSB 062576 

A/C 00901759 

Reference: Please insert your name so we 

know who has paid the subscription. 

$20 per member/ $40 per couple 

 

With warm winter wishes, 

Mark Keech: President (0418 329 827) 

Poss Keech: Booking Manager (0429 039 

929) 

Burrawang School of Arts Inc. 

35 Hoddle Street 

Burrawang 2577 

Est. 1883 
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Burrawang Rural  

Fire Brigade 

Pile Burns ï What You Need to Know 

As winter approaches and with the Bush Fire 

Danger period being over, we know for a lot of 

landholders that property maintenance 

becomes a priority, and as such many locals 

may be planning to carry out pile burns. The 

NSW Rural Fire Service (RFS) has clear 

procedures to ensure these burns are done 

safely and legally. Hereôs what you need to 

know before lighting up: 

1. Check if a Fire Permit is Required 

Before conducting any burn, itôs essential to 

find out if a Fire Permit is needed. During the 

Bush Fire Danger Period (typically October to 

March), permits are mandatory. Outside of this 

period, itôs still advisable to contact the RFS or 

check online to confirm local requirements. If 

your property is within a Fire Rescue Area you 

require a Fire Safety Permit all year round. 

Contact the local Fire Rescue Station to 

request a permit.  

2. Notify Your Neighbours 

It is a legal requirement to notify all neighbours 

at least 24 hours before the burn. This includes 

anyone with adjoining land, regardless of 

whether they live nearby. Consider providing 

more notice as a courtesy, especially if smoke 

is likely to affect nearby homes. 

3. Notify the RFS 

At least 24 hours before you begin burning, 

register your pile burn with the NSW RFS: 

Online at: www.rfs.nsw.gov.au/notify 

Or by calling the RFS Fire Control Centre 

This helps prevent unnecessary emergency 

callouts if smoke is spotted by others. 

4. Prepare Your Pile Safely 

To ensure your burn is effective and safe: 

Follow the RFS Standards for Pile Burning 

Piles must consist only of dry, natural 

vegetation (no plastic, rubber, treated timber or 

household waste). 

Keep pile sizes manageable ï no more than 2 

metres wide and 1.5 metres high is 

recommended. 

Clear a 4-metre radius around the pile of any 

flammable material. 

Keep water (such as a hose or buckets) and 

firefighting tools (like rakes or shovels) on 

hand. 

Only burn when weather conditions are safe ï 

no strong winds or high temperatures. 

5. Stay in Attendance 

Once you light the pile: 

The fire must be supervised at all times by a 

capable adult. 

It is the responsibility of the person lighting the 

fire to ensure it remains under control. 

The pile must be fully extinguished before 

leaving the site. 
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6. Be Considerate 

While conducting pile burns, please be mindful of: 

Smoke drift and how it may affect others, especially those with 

health conditions. 

Time of day ï early morning or late afternoon burns often 

reduce smoke impacts. 

Local events or public holidays when burning might be 

disruptive. 

In Summary: 

Before lighting a pile burn in Burrawang: 

Check if a fire permit is required. 

Notify neighbours and the RFS at least 24 hours in advance. 

Prepare and manage the fire safely and responsibly. 

For full details, visit the NSW RFS website at 

www.rfs.nsw.gov.au, or get in touch with the Burrawang 

Brigade ï weôre more than happy to answer any questions.  

IN BRIGADE NEWS 

We had a wonderful day at the recent Easter Markets raising 

vital funds that help support our activities throughout the year. 

We would like to thank everyone who stopped by and bought 

tickets in the raffle ï it is greatly appreciated. Thanks also to 

BEMA and the organisers of another fantastic market. Itôs a 

massive undertaking each year and we really appreciate your 

efforts. Thanks also to the brigade members who manned all 

the activities in the station. Kids (big and small!) had a great 

time! 

Special mention also to members David Gowans and Michelle 

Waters who were presented with awards on the day, in 

recognition of their extraordinary service to the brigade. Well 

done to both David and Michelle! 

We also held our AGM and are pleased to announce our 

leadership team for the next year. Our executive is Phillipa 

Drewett, President, Michelle Waters, 

Secretary and Andrew Hunter, Treasurer. 

While our Field officers are Colin Munro, 

Captain, Phillipa Drewett, Senior Deputy 

Captain and Rob Macdonald, Deputy Captain. 

We wish them all well in their roles and would 

like to thank outgoing Secretary Penny 

Fischer for her wonderful contribution. 

If anyone has any questions, please feel free 

to visit the station on Wednesday evenings 

from 7pm. If you are interested in learning 

about how to join the brigade or the various 

roles that are available, please come along on 

a Wednesday or feel free get in touch. 

http://www.rfs.nsw.gov.au
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Robert Handley 
0419 243 520       Lic. 110210C 

 

robertsonelectricalservices.com.au 

 
Underground Power 

Smoke Alarms 
Safety Switches 

Stoves 
Hot Water 
TV Aerials 

Phone & Data 
 

Serving Robertson & District 
Since 1999 

Ross Brumfield 

0419 259 497 
ACN 131 466 414 

Established 2000                                     

brumfieldross@icloud.com 

Excavator 

Tipper Truck 

Trenching 

Material Haulage 

Roller 

Drives 

Bob Cat /Grader 

Debris Removal 

Water Cart 

Water Delivery 

Burrawang Easter Market Presidentôs Message 
What another incredible year for the 2025 Burrawang Easter 

Market.  This yearôs Easter Market took place under what can 

only be described as near perfect mid-Autumn weather 

conditions. The sun shone all week before and on the day, the 

stalls were extremely busy, the traffic and parking plans worked 

a treat and over 6000 visitors came to our wonderful village and 

enjoyed a spectacular day. 

Having perfect weather is one thing, but as you could imagine, 

so much effort goes into the planning for such a large event 

(the third largest of the year in the Wingecarribee Shire) but 

none of this could be possible without the volunteers, including 

committee and sub-committee members.  

In planning for a market of this size and complexity, we held 

more than 25 meetings with the Committee and Sub-committee 

members often giving up 2-3 hours for each meeting in addition 

to anything between 5-30 hours per week (or more for some 

people), where each person was engaged in organising, 

planning and identifying services we needed to make the 

market a success. 

I personally would like to give special thanks to the elected 

Committee:  

Mark Keech,  

Max Johnston,  

Nick Tossman,  

Matthew Hall and  

David Anderson  

Each of you did an enormous amount of work in planning for 

this market and the positive survey results speak for 

themselves and the overall success of the market is evidence 

of your efforts. 

Further thanks to the advising Sub-Committee of: 

Michelle Waters,  

Maurice Shannon,  

Trevor Donovan, 

Rob MacDonald,  

Gary Johnson 

Jo Price and 

Mal Dore 

 

All of whom contributed significantly to the overall success of 

the markets on the day through their contribution to planning 

and execution on the lead up to and on the day of the market. 

robertsonelectricalservices.com.au
mailto:brumfieldross@icloud.com
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Again, I would like to express my sincere thanks 

to all of you who stepped up and helped out 

with volunteer shifts at the Easter Market. The 

market cannot operate without the generosity of 

volunteer time. Sincere thanks to those who did 

double and triple shifts and some who did shifts 

starting at 4am and finished at 6pm.  Special 

mentions go to Michelle Waters for working 

tirelessly with both the BEMA Committee on our 

planning and activities whilst also working 

closely with her colleagues at the RFS, Maurice 

Shannon for streamlining stallholder bookings 

and saving us all a huge amount of time, Poss 

Keech for her 4am to 6pm shift which greatly assisted with bumping in and bumping out on the 

day and Mark Keech for his incredibly tireless work on getting the volunteers together and 

organised. Sorry if I have left anyone out. 

Thanks to the Sherbornes again this year for generously allowing us to use their paddocks for 

parking.  Without the large car park paddock we are unable to get our Traffic Plan through 

Council. 

A big thank-you to Alan Power again for spinning the discs outside the pub and special thanks to 

the team at the Burrawang Village Hotel for opening their doors for the day.   

Thanks to Craig and the whole team at All Traffic for their continuous traffic management.  

Thanks also to the outgoing member Stephen Jones and his team from the Division of Whitlam 

who supported the Burrawang Easter Market with a grant which was used to help with our 

increasing costs. 

On behalf of the Committee I would also like to thank our generous sponsors for supporting this 

yearôs market, including The Techery, Matt Wilson for opening his property for parking, Kennards, 

the Bowral Co-Op, Vino Rosso Tours and Bowral Removals. 

Chris McCann 

President ï Burrawang Easter Market Committee 
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Success by numbers 

The market this year was a resounding success and the results of the on-line surveys of 

shareholders, public feedback, volunteers and financials speak for themselves: 
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Stallholders were overall very satisfied with most aspects of the market this year with a very 

strong improvement in internet connectivity which is critical to them being able to take card 

payments for their products.  

Sales results were down this year which is likely to be at least partly due to overall cost-of-living 

pressures as well as slightly fewer visitors to this yearôs market (approx 10% fewer than 2024 ï 

see below). The weaker sales results lead some stall holders to be less satisfied with the market 

as representing value for money for them.  

However, in spite of this perception, data collected from visitors, indicated that they still spent 

more than $1 million at the market, averaging approximately $5,000 per stall and a very large 

majority of stallholders (88%) intend to return next year. 

Visitors also were strongly satisfied in overall terms with this yearôs market with pleasing 

improvements in satisfaction with parking and payment efficiency and facilities such as toilets and 

rubbish bins. The one lower satisfaction item related to Information and the comments fell into a 

couple of broad categories.  

The first theme of the ñInformationò category comments was a perceived low level of promotion 

and advertising of the market and this was a bit of a Catch-22 for the BEMA Committee. In 2024, 

the number of visitors attending the market created a real risk of running out of parking spaces 

and serious concerns for public safety with the very crowded market stall area by late morning. 

So, the Committee made a deliberate decision to only modestly promote the 2025 market to 

ensure that visitor numbers did not exceed the capacity of the village to cope. 

The result was a slightly reduced number of 

visitors (~6,300) vs last year (~7,000) which 

assisted greatly in traffic flows and parking as 

well as visitor comfort in the market stall area 

during the busiest periods. However, the 

smaller visitor count would have contributed to 

reduced sales by some stallholders and the 

more modest promotional efforts were clearly 

noticed by some visitors. 

The other theme of various ñInformationò 

comments related to the ñNo Dogs Pleaseò 
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Feedback from volunteers was outstandingly positive; for which the BEMA Committee is very 

grateful. There was a huge amount of camaraderie amongst the volunteers, many of whom 

commented that they thoroughly enjoyed the day. The very high proportion of volunteers 

intending to stump up again next year (94%) is gratifying indeed. 

In many ways the very positive feedback is surprising as volunteer numbers fell well short of ideal 

and this resulted in very difficult conditions being experienced by the team leaders in managing 

the tasks for which they were responsible with, at times, acute shortages of volunteers. It also 

message communicated in materials promoting 

the market. While this message drew a number 

of disappointed responses prior to the market 

from intending visitors who wanted to bring 

dogs with them, there were multiple complaints 

from market visitors that despite the ñNo Dog 

Pleaseò message, many visitors still brought 

dogs. Strong concerns were expressed about 

injury risks from tripping over leads and 

animals with requests to more strongly apply a 

ñNo Dogs Pleaseò policy in future years. 
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1. In kilograms, what is the 
weight of 1 litre of water? 

2. What blood type is the 
universal donor?  

3. In the cartoon "Wacky 
Races", who drove the 
Creepy Coupe?  

4. What does "PO" stand 
for on a prescription?  

5. Ascorbic acid is 
commonly referred to as 
what?  

6. Roquefort, manchego, 
and feta cheese are 
produced from what 
animal's milk?  

7. Who invented the color 
wheel?  

8. In which city does Spider
-Man live and protect?  

9. What are the young of a 
rabbit called?  

10. Which Indiana Jones 
movie was first released 
in 1981?  

Stitch and Bitch, Knit 

and Natter, Yarn and 

Yarn... 
Every Friday from 9.30am 

 

Bring along your knitting, 

crochet, embroidery, mending 

or anything else and join us 

for a morning of support, 

advice, show and tell, and 

much laughter.  

All welcome! 

Contact Cath Ward on 0405 

151 651 for more details 

placed a heavy burden and workload on the volunteers, many 

of whom stayed on for shifts well beyond what they had signed 

up for. The BEMA Committee wishes to sincerely thank all of 

the volunteers who made such a huge contribution to the 

success of the 2025 market. 

The recurring shortage of volunteer numbers creates a real 

threat to the sustainability of the Easter Market; a serious issue 

that the BEMA Committee will have to consider in planning for 

future Easter Markets. 

In financial terms, the 2025 Easter Market is confidently 

expected to be successful. While all expenses havenôt yet been 

paid and accounted for, it is anticipated that there will be a 

healthy surplus of funds raised which will be allocated to the 

local not-for-profit community groups: the Burrawang & Wildes 

Meadow Community Association, the Burrawang School of 

Arts, the Burrawang School P&C and the Burrawang Rural Fire 

Service Brigade. Each organisation has been advised in writing 

of the allocation which will be distributed promptly as soon as 

all expenses are finalised. 
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Information & Disclaimer 

This publication is intended to be a 

Village Newsletter for the distribution 

of general information and events, 

not a Broadsheet for political 

comment. Whilst opinions expressed 

do not necessarily represent the 

present Committee of the 

Association, any information 

submitted to the editor which is likely 

to offend or concern a member or a 

resident, will be withheld form 

publication. 

Correspondence in relation to this 

should be addressed to the Editor. 

the.burrawang.herald@gmail.com 

Advertise in The  

Burrawang Herald 

Every quarter reach over 500 

residents and visitors to our village 

Advertising rates per year 

 

Inside pages 

Banner  

190 x 60mm ~ $550pa 

Double business card 

120 x 90mm ~ $250pa 

Single business card 

90x 50mm ~ $175 

 

Please send your enquiry to 

the.burrawang.herald@gmail.com 

Scarlett's (1997) 

Thank You Meta for sharing these photos with us 

mailto:the.burrawang.herald@gmail.com
mailto:the.burrawang.herald@gmail.com

