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March 2025 

Presidents Message 

Welcome to 2025! 

It does seem a little strange to be writing that when (by the time you are 

reading this) it is March, and we are one quarter of the way through the 

year - but, then, Iôm a more a ñglass half fullò type, and thereôs still 75% of 

2025 to go. 

I trust you had an enjoyable, restful, 

and safe Christmas, New Year, and 

summer holiday period, and were 

able to spend time with family and 

those you love. For those who are 

still young enough to be at school, 

those who are still learning through vocational and higher 

education, and those who (like me) are outside the formal 

education system, I hope you are looking forward to a year 

filled with curiosity, challenges, many new facts, questions 

(and their answers), and lots of fun. Even though I finished 

formal study nearly 15 years ago, every day I still try to learn 

something new, and I try to pass on something new to 

someone else. 

For those who were able to attend and support the 

Community Associationôs 2024 Christmas party, I am sure 

you will agree it was a terrific afternoon spent in the village 

playground, with much fun, camaraderie, and (with apologies to Enid Blyton) lashings of 

Christmas cheer. It was one of the best Christmas parties we have had, enjoyed by all - but 

especially (Iôm sure) by the winners of our ñlucky gateò prizes, from Millsheds Distillery, Maugers 

Meats, Burrawang Pub, Gumnut Patisserie, and 

Empire Cinema. 

Many people contributed to the partyôs success. I 

would like to sincerely thank the members of the 

committee who, in my absence due to illness, did 

a sterling job in setting up and in clearing up the 

party, and ensuring a successful afternoon. In 

addition, special mentions must go to Poss 

Keech and her delicious catering, the Burrawang 

RFS brigade in transporting Santa Claus to and 

from the party (who knew that, under the Santaôs 

Helpers Industrial Award, the reindeer donôt work 
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on weekends), and, of course to Santa, who took time out of 

his very busy December schedule to bring some Christmas 

magic, and treats for the village children.  

A big thank you also to everyone who shared the spirit of 

giving and brought a Christmas gift for those families and 

individuals in the Shire experiencing financial hardship during 

the festive season. The association placed all those 

contributions under the Mayoral Giving Tree, at the Civic 

Centre. 

If you were unfortunate enough to miss the party, donôt make 

the same mistake in 2025.  

From Christmas to Easter, and work continues apace in 

preparation for the 2025 Burrawang Easter market. Our 

annual market is one of the longest running, and most 

popular, markets in the Southern Highlands.  

It is always a great day, and an important event in the life of 

the village, and for our community. This Easter Saturday we 

can again expect over 200 stallholders and more than 7,000 visitors keen to experience the 

market, have a great day out, and feel some pangs of jealousy that they donôt call our beautiful 

village home. All of the proceeds from the market (essentially stall holder and parking fees less 

the event costs (which are significant) are returned to, and benefit, the community, through the 

Community Association, the Burrawang School of Arts, the schoolôs P&C, and the Burrawang 

RFS. However, this does take an incredible amount of work. It is truly an event of, for, and by, the 

whole community.  

You can read more about the market and the 

ways on which you can contribute in some of the 

following pages of this edition of the Herald. I 

encourage you to participate in any way that you 

can, whether volunteering your time or skills in 

the lead up to, or on the day of, the market, or 

by projecting a positive, friendly and welcoming 

attitude towards the market, and all of our 

guests in the village on the day. 

In 2025, your community association is seeking 

to develop an exciting and innovative project 

that records, celebrates and shares the history 

of Burrawang, Wildes Meadow and our 

surroundings. A critical part of this project is 

ensuring that we discover the stories and documents from the past that help tell, and bring to life, 

this history, especially before it is lost to us. If you have any stories from or of your family, or any 

photographs, newspaper articles or other documents, that shine a light on our past, please get in 

touch.  

Remember whatôs gone, appreciate what 

remains, and look forward to whatôs coming next. 

Best wishes, and much joy, happiness, peace 

and success for the remaining 75%!  

 

Matthew Hall 

President BWMCA  

bwmassoc@gmail.com  

mailto:bwmassoc@gmail.com


3 

Burrawang Herald News                                                                                     March 2025 

Wingecarribee Shire Council 
Shaping Our Future Together: Wingecarribee Community 

Strategic Plan 2035 

Wingecarribee Shire Council invites you to collaborate on our 

future! The Draft Community Strategic Plan (CSP) 2035 is now 

available for review, and your feedback is essential. 

Developed through extensive community consultation, the 

CSP sets out a ten-year plan for our Shire, reflecting 

community aspirations and priorities. It guides collective action, 

across government, businesses, and the community to help us 

work towards a shared vision and create opportunities for all 

generations.    

The CSP focuses on five key themes: 

¶ People: Fostering a welcoming, diverse, and connected 

community. 

¶ Place: Ensuring our towns and villages are unique, 

liveable, and offer a strong sense of belonging. 

¶ Environment: Protecting, maintaining, and regenerating 

our natural environment for future generations. 

¶ Economy: Growing local jobs, supporting businesses, 

and attracting sustainable investment. 

¶ Leadership: Promoting engaged and forward-thinking 

leadership that works collaboratively for the benefit of 

Wingecarribee. 

Your input is valuable and will help ensure the final CSP truly 

reflects the community's vision!  

Visit Participate Wingecarribee, Councilôs online community 

engagement platform, to review the plan and share your 

feedback ï participatewingecarribee.wsc.nsw.gov.au/csp   

Join us at a pop-up engagement session or view a hard copy 

at the Civic Centre (68 Elizabeth Street, Moss Vale) or 

Wingecarribee Libraries (including the Mobile Library). 

Submissions close 4.30pm, Friday 21 March 2025.  

Volunteer at the 

Easter Markets 

participatewingecarribee.wsc.nsw.gov.au/csp


4 

Burrawang Herald News                                                                                     March 2025 

Robert Handley 
0419 243 520       Lic. 110210C 

 

robertsonelectricalservices.com.au 

 
Underground Power 

Smoke Alarms 
Safety Switches 

Stoves 
Hot Water 
TV Aerials 

Phone & Data 
 

Serving Robertson & District 
Since 1999 

Ross Brumfield 

0419 259 497 
ACN 131 466 414 

Established 2000                                     

brumfieldross@icloud.com 

Excavator 

Tipper Truck 

Trenching 

Material Haulage 

Roller 

Drives 

Bob Cat /Grader 

Debris Removal 

Water Cart 

Water Delivery 

Burrawang Easter Market 2025 

Saturday 19th April 2025 

Not long to go!  

Preparation for the annual Burrawang Easter Market is well 

underway with great interest in stalls, traffic plans and other 

necessary amenities.  April 19 will see the quiet streets of 

Burrawang transform into a buzzing marketplace filled with a 

variety of foods, arts and crafts from many of our local 

Southern Highlands merchants.  The Market officially starts at 

8am and finishes at 3pm when stallholders pack-up and start 

bumping out  

Volunteers: We need you!!! Help us to help 

our local community. Scan this QR code on 

your smartphone camera to find out more 

and volunteer:   

 

 

Drop-In Sessions: Easter Market Committee members will be 

at the pub for localsô nights on the two Thursdays prior to 

Easter ï Thurs 3 April and Thurs 10 April to answer any 

questions or concerns.  

 

 

More Info: Need more information?  

New to the Village?  

Check out our website 

www.burrawangeastermarket.com 

or scan this QR code with your smartphone 

camera:   

robertsonelectricalservices.com.au
mailto:brumfieldross@icloud.com
http://www.burrawangeastermarket.com
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Village Traffic Arrangements:  

Market Stall Area: 

¶ Hoddle Street between Church and 

Region Streets and 

¶ Crown St between Dale St and Hoddle St 

Good Friday: It is very important that no cars 

be left parked in the Market Stall Area 

overnight on Friday night as stallholder bump-

in commences from 5am Saturday morning. 

Last year one car was left in Hoddle St and the 

Police ended up having to assist. 

Easter Saturday: The Market Stall Area 

streets will be closed to all normal traffic for 

Easter Saturday from 5am to 5pm.  

If you live within the Market Stall Area: 

¶ Car Parking on Your Property - Please 

park your own and any visitorôs cars 

within your property boundary. There will 

be no access in or out from 5am to 5pm 

Saturday. 

¶ Car Parking in General Car Parks - If 

you or any visitor needs to use your car 

on Saturday, please move car/s to one of 

the General Car Parks (see map) on 

Friday and obtain a Resident wristband 

which will exempt you from paying the 

parking fee of $10 per car. 

¶ Overnight Visitors and Service 

Providers - If you have visitors staying at 

your property within the Market Stall 

Area, or service providers, please make 

sure they are aware of the above 

arrangements and that you/they take 

appropriate steps to minimise 

inconvenience.  

¶ Wristbands - You may apply for a 

Resident wristband for any visitor who is 

actually staying with you at your home 

within the Market Stall Area for Friday 

and/or Saturday night or a Service 
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Your local professional and caring Accounting and 

Advisory team providing all your accountancy and 

business advisory requirements. Including: 

P Tax planning, 

P Estate and succession planning, 

P Financial and management accounting, and 

P BAS and FY end reporting for individuals and 

commercial clients 
  

For a confidential conversation, please contact 

Rebecca Duffy or Joel Goring. 

Rebecca: 0422 174 660 Joel: 0422 452 543 

E: rebecca@goringduffy.com.au or 

joel@goringduffy.com.au 

538 Argyle Street, Moss Vale NSW 2577 

Provider wristband for any tradesperson/

contractor providing an essential service 

at your property on Easter Saturday. 

¶ Trust System - We ask that these 

arrangements not be abused by applying 

for wristbands for visitors, friends or 

service providers who are just visiting 

the market for the day but who are not 

overnight house guests or providing 

essential services to a property within 

the Market Stall Area on Easter 

Saturday. 

The entire Easter Market event is regulated by 

a very detailed Traffic Management Plan 

approved by Wingecarribee Shire Council, 

NSW Police and other regulatory authorities. 

We must strictly comply with the approved 

plan and have no authority to make any 

changes or exceptions. 

Dale St: 

Residents of Dale St are asked to park their 

own, visitorsô and service providersô vehicles 

within their own property. Dale St is a 

designated parking area for Stallholders 

Vehicles which will be parked on one side of 

Dale St only to maintain sufficient clearance 

for normal traffic flow. The other side of Dale 

St will be cordoned off on Friday with signage 

indicating ñNo Parkingò. 

Whatôs different this year?  

Dog Free Event: We love dogs and they are 

normally more than welcome in the village. 

But not with 7,000 visitors in a small market 

area. Last year, we had multiple potentially 

serious injuries with market visitors tripping 

over dog leads and a very distressing 

altercation between two dogs. So, the only 

safe solution for both humans and dogs is to 

ask everyone to leave their pet dogs at home 

for market day.  

Parking Arrangements: Minor changes only 

with additional stallholder parking and transfer 

of Disabled Parking to a more suitable 

location than in previous years (see map for 

details). 

Last yearôs arrangements proved to be very 

successful with $10 parking payments being 

made at Pay Stations in the Market Stall Area. 

This made a huge improvement in traffic flow 

and positive feedback was received from 

Police on safety concerns from previous 

years.  Traffic blockages, buildup and delays, 

including the very serious potential for impact 

on the Illawarra Highway and Sheepwash Rd 

roundabout have been substantially reduced. 

Market visitors will again pay the $10 parking 

fee at Pay Stations in the Market Stall Area 

and wristbands will be issued as proof of 

payment for exit from Car Parks. 

Stallholder Wi-Fi to Process Payments: 

Last year, big improvements were made with 

mailto:rebecca@goringduffy.com.au
mailto:joel@goringduffy.com.au
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the provision of an event Wi-Fi solution (at significant cost to 

the Market). Although this was an overall success there were 

still significant challenges and this year, further improvements 

will be provided (again at further cost).  

Why is this necessary? Permanent internet and mobile phone 

infrastructure in the local area support a population of about 

250-500 residents. The Easter Market attracts more than 7,000 

visitors. So, it is no wonder that the infrastructure becomes 

overloaded and a sophisticated solution is required. 

ATM: Despite the big shift toward cashless payments occurring 

during the Covid era, we were surprised that last year, many 

visitors still wished to pay for parking and stall purchases in 

cash. An event ATM has therefore been arranged for 2025 with 

dedicated internet access. 

Why Have the Annual Burrawang Easter Market?  

The Burrawang Easter Market started modestly more than 40 

years ago with a few stalls in Hoddle St to raise funds for the 

upkeep of the community hall facilities at the Burrawang School 

of Arts. As the market grew, parents from the Burrawang 

School P&C joined in the efforts to raise funds for 

extracurricular activities for students at the local school. 

The rest is history as they sayé..40+ years later and the event 

has become famous as an iconic country market attracting 

thousands of people to the village from the wider region for a 

fun day.  

Where Does the Money Go? 

Funds raised from stallholder bookings and parking are used to 

pay for market expenses (insurance, services, traffic 

management etc etc etc) and any surplus after expenses is 

distributed to local not-for-profit groups for things that matter to 

the community: 

¶ Burrawang School of Arts to assist in ongoing 

maintenance of this heritage building, 

¶ Burrawang & Wildes Meadow Community Association for 

local projects benefiting the community 

¶ Burrawang Public School P&C to provide additional 

programs for BPS students 

¶ Burrawang RFS Brigade for equipment not funded by 

government funding 

Tips if you are Expecting Visitors over Easter. 

1. Make sure they are aware of the event. 

2. Suggest they avoid arriving and leaving on Saturday so 

they donôt get caught in the traffic 

3. Ask them to park in your driveway or in the street nearby 

(but absolutely not in any of the No Parking areas or in 

the Market Stall Area) 

From the Editors  
 

We are excited to have 

received a grant for the Herald 

Volunteers from Steven Jones 

local MP.  

We have purchased some 

much needed Hi Vis vest for 

our deliverers to wear as they 

hand deliver the Herald and 

also some petrol vouchers to 

help with the cost of driving 

around our area to deliver.  

Without our wonderful 

volunteers the Herald would 

not be possible so a big big 

thankyou to them. 

Volunteer at the 

Easter Markets 
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1. The abnormal fear of 
spiders is called what?  

2. What was the first man-
made object to leave the 
Solar System?  

3. What is the name of the 
mansion where Elvis 
Presley died?  

4. Machu Picchu is located 
in what country? 

5. What was the code 
name for the 
development of the A-
bomb?  

6. How does Juliet die in 
Shakespeare's "Romeo 
and Juliet"?  

7. What is the fear of being 
tickled by feathers known 
as?  

8. What was Mark Twain's 
real name?  

9. In The Little Mermaid, 
what does Ursula take 
from Ariel in exchange 
for giving her legs?  

10. What Grand Slam sports 
event is held at Flushing 
Meadows, NY?  

Stitch and Bitch, Knit 

and Natter, Yarn and 

Yarn... 
Every Friday from 9.30am 

 

Bring along your knitting, 

crochet, embroidery, mending 

or anything else and join us 

for a morning of support, 

advice, show and tell, and 

much laughter.  

All welcome! 

Contact Cath Ward on 0405 

151 651 for more details 

Volunteers make our Easter Market a success!! 

VOLUNTEER NOW   

If you are a previous volunteer for the 

Burrawang Easter Markets, we canôt 

thank you enough for your support. If 

youôre a ñnewbieò weôd love you to join the 

team. 

Please consider volunteering for this 

yearôs Easter Market. 

There are lots of volunteer shifts to fill; so, 

we need your help! 

Scan the QR code to select your preferred team, area & 

times. We will be very grateful if you can volunteer for just 

one shift, or if you can spare more time or all day, please 

register for multiple shifts. 

Volunteers will be provided with detailed briefing/training and 

will be supported by experienced Team Leaders. After the 

event, volunteers will be invited to a post market celebration 

night with free food & drink and the chance to win a lucky door 

prize. 

There are various roles to suit your interests and availability: 

Green Team ï Car Parking:  Assist visitors to park in the 

various designated parking areas. 

Red Team ï Traffic Control: Assist visitors to comply with 

council and police approved Traffic Management Plan 

Grey Team ï Stallholder Area:  Help prep the market before & 

after the event and bumping in & out of stallholders. 

Blue Team ï Pay Station & Village Concierge: Process 

payments for parking fees and assist visitors with directions. 

Orange Team ï Technology and Services: Assist in bump-in, 

operation and bump-out of market service providers. 

Please forward this invitation to any others you think may wish 

to consider volunteering. If you need further information or have 

questions, please contact: 

 

Mark Keech 

Committee Member and Volunteers Coordinator 

Burrawang Easter Market 

Association Inc. (BEMA) 

0418 329 827 

mkeech317@gmail.com 

mailto:mkeech317@gmail.com
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Pioneer Hotel 
Corner of Moss Vale Rd and Burrawang Road 

(Now Illawarra Hwy and Burrawang Station Rd) 

Maurice Condon was the first to hold the 

licence for the Burrawang Pioneer Hotel in 

1876. Hugh McBarron was the next licensee 

and proprietor in 1877 and remained until 

September 1881. The Pioneer Hotel was built 

on the corner of Moss Vale Road and 

Burrawang Road. Hugh McBarrun was born in 

Irvinestone, County Fermanagh, Ireland, in 

May 1847. He emigrated to NSW in 1865 with 

his sister Elizabeth. Hugh married Ann Jane 

Johnston in May 1880 in Burrawang. Other 

members of his family had migrated earlier, his 

older brother John arrived in 1855, his brother 

James and sister Jane arrived in Sydney in 

1858. After the McBarron family left the hotel 

they turned to farming in the Robertson district. 

Hugh died in Ballina NSW in 1911, aged 64. 

John Carter was the publican of the Pioneer 

Hotel in September 1881. Carter erected a 

number of buildings and advertised in 1884 that 

the buildings were available for rent and 

suitable for a blacksmith, or a general shoeing 

and jobbing establishment. In 1886, Carter 

followed a long line of publicans who were 

declared insolvent after becoming too 

ambitious when they spent large sums of 

money on alterations to their property. No more 

is known of the Pioneer Hotel after 1886 

although coach companies were using the 

former hotel until April 1894, as a stopping 

place for their passengers comfort and a 

change of horses. 

from the Berrima Historical and Family Society  - Life 

Behind the Bar, Shylie Brown 

Mobile Community Recycling Centre 

Next date: Wednesday, 12 March 2025 | 

12:30 PM to 03:30 PM 

Household waste is limited to 20 litres or 20 

kilograms per customer per drop off. 

Handle materials with care. Only accepted 

items listed will be received. Check the 

schedule for the Mobile Community Recycling 

Centre trucks locations and drop off dates.  

The Mobile Community Recycling Centre 

Services provides a convenient and free 

solution for safely disposing of problematic 

household waste. It is important to not place 

these items in your kerbside collection bins. 

Letôs work together to help build a healthy 

environment for our future.  

When 

Wednesday, 12 March 2025  

12:30 PM - 03:30 PM 

Wednesday, 23 April 2025  

12:30 PM - 03:30 PM 

Wednesday, 04 June 2025 | 

2:30 PM - 03:30 PM 

Wednesday, 16 July 2025  

12:30 PM - 03:30 PM 

Location 

Burrawang Oval, 17 Church 

Street, Burrawang, 2577 
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Welcome back all ï we hope you had a restful 

Christmas and are now enjoying the warmer 

weather and end of summer. 

Hall Renovation Project Update 

We are STILL awaiting our Construction 

Certificate to be able to start construction 

worké.. the consultants, engineers, certifiers 

etc have had us jumping through hoop after 

hoop and no matter how many requirements 

we get ticked off, there seems to be a never-

ending list of new ones. The DA was passed 

by Wingecarribee Shire Council in December 

2023 but with 93 additional items to comply 

with, the BSoA project team has been 

beavering month after month for the whole of 

2024 hoping to get the CC over the line.  

Sadly, we are still not there but as of late 

February we are now on the final leg with only 

a few items left to tick off. Hopefully by the time 

you read this edition of the Herald, we will have 

a Construction Certificate in our hot hands. 

Once the Construction Certificate is issued, we 

will finalise contract arrangements with our 

preferred builder and hopefully make a prompt 

start. Realistically, just after Easter is the 

earliest work is likely to commence. 

Easter Markets 

The toilets at the School of Arts hall will be 

open for use by Easter Market visitors, but no 

stalls will be located within the hall. 

We had anticipated that construction work 

would be fully underway well before Easter and 

therefore all equipment, light fittings, chairs, 

tables etc have been removed from the hall for 

safe storage off site.  

Anzac Day Service 

For the same reasons, there will be no Anzac 

Day observance at the School of Arts in 

Burrawang this year. We regret this situation; 

but the Robertson service will proceed as 

normal this year. 

Friday Morning Teas 

A big thank you again to Anne Ramsey for her 

Friday baking and opening the Hall Caf® to the 

village on Friday mornings. It has been a great 

success and we are very grateful for Anneôs 

community spirit in organising.  Please feel free 

to just rock up any Friday morning from 

9:30am. All welcome. 

BSOA Membership 

A gentle reminder to please update your 

membership if you havenôt done so 

already.  The BSoA membership year is July-

June and renewals now will entitle members to 

membership through to June 2026. 

We are particularly grateful for your 

membership support at this time. The 

renovation project will deliver exciting 

improvements for the whole community when 

finished. But with delay after delay outside our 

control, we have been unable to raise funds to 

cover operating costs through the normal 

program of events such as concerts, film 

nights, weddings etc. Insurance, lawn and 

garden maintenance, electricity, gas, repairs 

etc, still need to be paid. So, we really 

appreciate the $20 per member subscription to 

support the viability of your not-for-profit 

community hall. 

Best wishes to all, 

Burrawang School of Arts  

BSB 062 576   

Account 009 017 59 

Burrawang School of Arts  
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Community Morning Tea 
Every Friday 9: 30am to 11:30am 

The Burrawang School of Arts 
 

Men and women all welcome, no charge, just join us for a chat, coffee and cakeé  

gold coin donations gratefully accepted 

For more information call  

Anne: 0447 732 424  

Looking to the past for a solution? 
With the ongoing building delays at the School of Arts (waiting for a Construction Certificate) 

maybe we need to look to the past for a solution. (Sunday Telegraph 25/9/1983) 
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Burrawang Rural  

Fire Brigade 

The Mobile Library 
 

Comes to you at Burrawang 

Village every second 

Thursday. 

You can borrow from the 

mobile library, or you can 

request your items online at 

www.library.wsc.nsw.gov.au 

and select  óMobile Libraryô as 

your pick-up location.  

Enjoy new releases, fiction, 

non- fiction, large print, audio 

books, DVDôs, magazines, 

childrenôs and young adults.  

2025 Mobile  

Library Schedule 

Mar 13, 27 

Apr 10, 24 

May 8, 22 

Jun 5, 19 

Jul 3, 17, 31 

Aug 14, 28 

Sep 11, 25 

Oct 9, 23 

Nov 6, 20 

Dec 4, 18 

 

11.30 am ï 12.30 pm 

Come and visit on the main 

street near the pub. 

Phone: 0417 699 641 

Easter Market 

Burrawang Brigade will again have 

an open station on Easter 

Saturday, 19 April.  We welcome all 

visitors to the village to come down 

to the station to chat to a firie.  We 

have Volunteers available to 

provide advice about how to plan 

and prepare for bush and grass 

fires, childrenôs fire education and 

games, our famous firewood raffle 

(donated by Jack Mauger) and an 

onsite caf® (run by Coffee Culture).  

All volunteers welcome. 

Dry lightning strikes  

We have had a higher than usual number of dry lightning 

strikes in our area due to recent storms.  One incident at a 

property on Illawarra Highway at Avoca was attended by 

Burrawang Brigade and several other local brigades who 

quickly extinguished a running grass fire.  Even though the 

ground was wet, the fire spread quickly.  Firefighters were able 

to bring the fire under control before it headed into a forested 

area.   

Many of our 

large fires are 

started by 

lightning strikes. 

Unfortunately 

many of these 

fires start in 

difficult to 

access terrain 

and require 

aerial assets to 

fight the fires. 

Grass fires can move much faster than previously expected, 

quickly cutting off roads and threatening properties. 

So check your property before and after storms.  Make sure 

you maintain paddocks and firebreaks by keeping them mown 

or slashed.  Remember that RFS vehicles are larger than a 

normal car and you may need to have entrances cleared of low 

hanging branches. 

http://www.library.wsc.nsw.gov.au

