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December 2024 

Presidents Message 

This is the first edition 

of the Burrawang 

Herald since the AGM 

of the Burrawang & 

Wildes Meadow 

Community 

Association and, so, 

this is my first column 

as the President of the 

Association. 

For those in the 

villages that donôt know me, I have lived in 

Burrawang since moving here from Balmain in 

2016. I share ñLingwoodò at 41 Church Street 

with my partner Mark (who ñjokesñ that he is 

delighted to have become the First Lady of the 

village) and our two (sometimes behaved) 

pooches - Roman & Sweetie. I also have the 

great privilege of working from home in my role 

as the National Manager - Systemic Advocacy 

& Policy of the Australian Federation of 

Disability Organisations - and so Iôm usually 

around. If you see me walking the dogs, or 

elsewhere, please be sure to say ñgôday!ò 

If you ever need to have a chat about an issue 

affecting Burrawang or Wildes Meadow, please 

reach out. I can be contacted by email 

at bwmcassoc@gmail.com or by phone or text 

on 0414 678 520. 

At the AGM, in addition to my election, Jane 

Sherborne was elected Deputy President and 

Anne Ramsay was elected Secretary. Mark 

Keech and Glenda Young were returned as 

members of the management committee, and 

we also welcomed Tim Morris to the 

committee. Itôs a great group of people who I 

look forward to working with over the coming 

months. 

We also welcomed MaryJane Hardy as 

Treasurer. Sadly for us, however, MJ is not 

able to continue in the role and has resigned 

from the committee. MJôs knowledge and 

skills, and her hard work in coming up to 

speed, is a loss to the committee, and to the 

village. I want to thank MJ for her time and 

effort. 

This also means we are without a Treasurer - 

which is a vital role for the proper and 

efficient operation and governance of the 

association. If you have some financial or 

accounting qualifications or experience and a 

couple of free hours (or if you know someone 

who does), and are interested in the role, 

please let me know. 
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Robert Handley 
0419 243 520       Lic. 110210C 

 
robertsonelectricalservices.com.au 

 
Underground Power 

Smoke Alarms 
Safety Switches 

Stoves 
Hot Water 
TV Aerials 

Phone & Data 
 

Serving Robertson & District 
Since 1999 

Ross Brumfield 

0419 259 497 
ACN 131 466 414 

Established 2000                                     

brumfieldross@icloud.com 

I also must thank the members of the committee who did not 

seek re-election - Erica, the President, Marion, committee 

Secretary, and Ross, Treasurer, for their contributions to the 

committee, the association and the life of the villages. 

Our work to have a spot in the general cemetery that is 

protected from the elements as a place of contemplation and a 

source of water continues. Plans are well advanced, and we 

have now the consent of the Minister for Lands (as the 

cemetery is on Crown land). We are still waiting on approval 

from Wingecarribee Shire Council (as the manager of the 

cemetery ). I was (perhaps overly optimistically) hopeful that 

this would progress following the recent local government 

elections, but, alas, we are still waiting. Matters arenôt helped by 

Council officers failing to respond to our requests for a meeting. 

However, I remain unbowed, and committed to progressing and 

completing this project. 

You may have also noticed two new tables and benches 

installed in the playground next to the school. A significant 

contribution to the cost of these tables was provided by the 

Commonwealth government, through its ñStronger 

Communitiesò program, administered by the Department of 

Industry, Science and Resources. We are grateful for that 

support. 

The committee believes that these tables are a useful addition, 

and significantly improve the amenity and usability of the space, 

and are an additional place for residents to gather, meet and 

connect. This is especially important given the significant loss 

of amenity with the What If Society having to leave the village, 

and the caf® remaining closed, with no information available as 

to the plans for that space. We are very aware of this issue and 

of residentsô concerns. This front of mind for the committee, but 

we also accept that there is little that we can do to influence or 

effect change when private interests are the driving factors. 

Community is, however, much more than buildings or 

businesses. Community is made by people. In these uncertain 

times, I urge all residents of Burrawang and Wildes Meadow to 

participate in, and help maintain, our village life in any way you 

can. 

Itôs hard to believe we seem to be on the countdown to 

Christmas. I look forward to seeing you all at our traditional 

Christmas party on 8 December, starting at 4pm in the 

playground, where we can all admire, and make use of, our 

new tables!  

 

Matthew Hall 

President BWMCA  

bwmassoc@gmail.com  

Excavator 

Tipper Truck 

Trenching 

Material Haulage 

Roller 

Drives 

Bob Cat /Grader 

Debris Removal 

Water Cart 

Water Delivery 

robertsonelectricalservices.com.au
mailto:brumfieldross@icloud.com
mailto:bwmassoc@gmail.com
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Southern Highlands at Risk: Massive Plastic Recycling Plant  

Proposed for Moss Vale 
A proposal to construct Australiaôs largest plastic 

recycling facility near Moss Vale has sparked 

widespread concern among residents and local 

officials. The Plasrefine plant, expected to 

process up to 120,000 tonnes of plastic waste 

annually, poses potential risks to the Southern 

Highlands' environment, community, and 

character. 

Key Concerns 

Location and Scale: The 7.7-hectare facility is 

less than 250 metres from homes and farmland, 

with two massive buildings, one as tall as a five-

storey structure. 

Traffic: Up to 100 large truck movements per 

day, arriving every seven minutes, along with 140 

light trucks and staff vehicles, raises fears of 

noise, road safety issues, and congestion. 

Environmental Risks: Situated in Sydneyôs 

drinking water catchment, the plant could release 

plastic particles, threatening water quality, 

wildlife, and public health. 

Community Impact: Residents fear the industrial

-scale operation will damage the areaôs rural 

charm, natural beauty, and tourism appeal. 

ñThis industrial-scale facility is completely at odds with our community's vision for sustainable 

development,ò said Mayor Jesse Fitzpatrick. ñWeôre not against recycling, but this is simply the 

wrong location.ò 

Supporters vs. Critics 

While proponents tout job creation and progress toward recycling goals, detractors argue the 

costs to the community and environment are too high.  To learn more visit: https://

www.saynotoplasrefine.com.au 

Have Your Say 

The NSW Independent Planning Commission is reviewing the proposal. Citizens are urged to 

share their views before the public comment 

period closes.  

Act Now: Submit feedback via the NSW 

Independent Planning Commission website to 

ensure sustainable development aligns with 

community values.  https://www.ipcn.nsw.gov.au/

make-a-submission-forms/moss-vale-plastics-

recycling-facility 

https://www.saynotoplasrefine.com.au
https://www.saynotoplasrefine.com.au
https://www.ipcn.nsw.gov.au/make-a-submission-forms/moss-vale-plastics-recycling-facility
https://www.ipcn.nsw.gov.au/make-a-submission-forms/moss-vale-plastics-recycling-facility
https://www.ipcn.nsw.gov.au/make-a-submission-forms/moss-vale-plastics-recycling-facility
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Burrawang & Wilds Meadow History Map 
During the time Glenda and I have been the editors of The 

Burrawang Herald we have been gifted various documents 

about the history of the area. Over the last months we have 

been cataloguing this information into a Google account along 

with articles that have appeared in previous issues of the 

Herald. 

The information repository and map are very much a work in 

progress. At this time, we would like to share the Google map 

with the community, with the hope of ócrowd sourcingô 

information. Some of the documents are photocopies of 

photocopies and we are not sure of the informationôs origin and 

the information needs fact checking.  There also maybe some 

people who have done some research or have some old photos 

they would like to share.  

Most of the pins on the map have some information and/or a 

photo (examples to the right). The map can be found at https://

bit.ly/burrawang_history Contact email: 

burrawang.historical@gmail.com 

mailto:bit.ly/burrawang_history
mailto:burrawang.historical@gmail.com


5 

Burrawang Herald News                                                                                     December 2024 

Information & Disclaimer 

This publication is intended to be a 

Village Newsletter for the distribution 

of general information and events, 

not a Broadsheet for political 

comment. Whilst opinions expressed 

do not necessarily represent the 

present Committee of the 

Association, any information 

submitted to the editor which is likely 

to offend or concern a member or a 

resident, will be withheld form 

publication. 

Correspondence in relation to this 

should be addressed to the Editor. 

the.burrawang.herald@gmail.com 

Advertise in The  

Burrawang Herald 

Every quarter reach over 500 

residents and visitors to our village 

Advertising rates per year 

 

Inside pages 

Banner  

190 x 60mm ~ $550pa 

Double business card 

120 x 90mm ~ $250pa 

Single business card 

90x 50mm ~ $175 

 

Please send your enquiry to 

the.burrawang.herald@gmail.com 

Clifford's Inn/

Burrawang Club /  

Club House Hotel  
In 1871, James Clifford was 

licensee of Clifford's Inn on 

the corner of Wildes Meadow 

Road (now Church Street) and Hoddle St in Burrawang. Clifford 

was born in Riverstown, County Sligo, Ireland, on 27 April 

1827. He married Mary Davies, also from County Sligo and the 

couple emigrated to NSW along with their two children. Their 

third child, John James was born at sea on 28 June 1855. They 

had two more children after settling in their new country. By 

1873, Clifford was declared insolvent and ordered to sell his 

property. No licences have been found for Clifford's Inn until 

1879 when Henry Miles was licensee and changed the name of 

the inn to the Burrawang Club Hotel. By September 1881, Miles 

had left the hotel and was listed as the general storekeeper in 

Burrawang. 

Henry Fly Ginger was both the proprietor and licensee of the 

Burrawang Club Hotel in 1881. Henry married Amelia Pearce in 

England in 1844 and the couple immigrated to Australia on the 

Marchesa of Londonderry in 1854 with their three sons and one 

daughter. By 1862, the Ginger family had found their way to 

Burrawang, a district that had recently opened for settlement. 

Ginger played a prominent part in the village and was very 

active in the community, building a spacious hall next to his 

hotel for the School of Arts where many social functions were 

held, including an annual ball. Henry Ginger was licensee and 

publican of the Burrawang Club Hotel for 13 years until he 

moved to Robertson in June 1894 where he opened the 

Farmers Club Hotel. December 1895, Henry, who suffered from 

acute rheumatism, died aged 72. Widow Amelia Ginger 

remained at the hotel after the death of her husband. Early one 

morning in January 1899, she decided to visit one of her 

nephews and when Amelia hadn't returned by nightfall, the 

community formed a search party. She was found dead in a 

paddock the next morning. The coroner's verdict was that 

Amelia Ginger had died from suffocation of the heart. Aged 78, 

Amelia was buried in the Burrawang Cemetery. 

John O'Sullivan was the licensee of the Burrawang Club Hotel 

in 1894 and changed the name to the Club House Hotel. James 

H Caldwell followed in 1895, having previously been the 

licensee of the Criterion Hotel in Burrawang. The Barrett 

Brothers advertised the Club House Hotel for sale: 20 rooms, a 

large hall known as the School of Arts. Dennis A Shiel held the 

licence until 1898 when the hotel closed permanently.  

From: Life behind the Bar: Southern Highlands Inns and Hotels, Berrima 

District Historical Society  

mailto:the.burrawang.herald@gmail.com
mailto:the.burrawang.herald@gmail.com
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Burrawang Rural  

Fire Brigade 

Fire Season Outlook  

A statement on 30 September 2024 from the 

Commissioner of the RFS Rob Rogers said: 

ñConsecutive years of wet weather have 

fuelled growth of vegetation like grass lands, 

particularly west of the Great Dividing Range. 

Grass fires can be especially dangerous 

because they start quickly and spread rapidly, 

destroying homes and stock.ò 

ñOur firefighters are out on the ground doing 

everything they can to mitigate the risk of fire, 

but preparation is a shared responsibility, and 

we need property owners to do their part, too. 

ñThere can never be a fire truck outside every 

home, so people need to have a plan in place if 

threatened by fire. Make sure your whole 

family knows whether you will stay and defend 

your home or will leave early - and if so, where 

you will go.ò 

With summer upon us, we are now in the fire 

season officially.  This means that at all times 

you need to have a fire permit if you wish to 

burn off.  There is now an online registration.  If 

your property is in a Rural Fire District, you can 

apply for a permit online from the RFS website.  

Type in Fire Permit Application to get all the 

information.  

Remember to look on the BOM app or website 

for the predicted weather for the period of the 

burn.  The BOM also has the Fire Danger 

Rating and will state if there is total fire 

ban. 

Remember to prepare your property before 

you go on holidays.  Fire and Rescue NSW 

recommends this simple safety checklist to 

assist in keeping your home safe:  

¶ Switching off and disconnecting non-

essential electrical appliances and IT 

equipment will minimise electrical fire 

risk. 

¶ Test your smoke alarms and change 

batteries if required to ensure full 

functionality. 

¶ Let a neighbour or family friend know of 

your whereabouts and contact details. 

Ask them to watch your home and to 

notify the Fire Services on '000' if they 

hear your smoke alarms sounding. 

¶ Ensure that any electrical items you 

decide to leave on continuously, or on 

timer circuits, are in good working order. 

¶ If you live in a bushfire prone area 

prepare your home properly before you 

leave.  

¶ Ensure that any lights you leave switched 

on are in a safe location away from 

combustibles such as curtains and are of 

a correct wattage to prevent overheating. 

¶ Switch off, empty clothes dryers and 

clean the lint filter before you leave. 

¶ Close all internal doors before you leave 

to help reduce fire spread in the event of 

a fire. 

¶ Extinguish any incense, candles or oil 

burners. 

¶ Take the time to do a thorough final 

check of your home before you leave. 

 

Live Bush Fire Ready 

If you havenôt already done so, make sure you 

have your Fire Plan up-to-date and have done 

a dry run of your leaving.   

Having a plan to make a Fire Plan is not a Fire 

Plan. 

We live with bush fire.  So we live bush fire 

ready.  Make your plan now. 



7 

Burrawang Herald News                                                                                     December 2024 

Travelling in a bush fire area 

 If you're travelling during the bush fire season, 

you could be affected by a fire. Bush and grass 

fires often cross roads and highways.  Smoke 

can reduce visibility and roads may also be 

closed without warning.  It can take just a few 

days of hot, dry and windy weather for fire 

conditions to return. 

Know the bush fire risk of the area you are 

visiting and understand the bush fire risk levels. 

There are a few simple ways to ensure you have 

all the information you will need to keep you and 

your family safe. 

Start by knowing the fire danger rating for the 

area in which you are travelling. Look out for 

roadside signs and check the NSW RFS website 

regularly. 

Total Fire Ban (TOBAN) 

A TOBAN is declared for days when fires are 

likely to escape and be difficult to contain. 

A decision to declare a TOBAN is generally 

made at around 5pm each afternoon during the 

bushfire danger period (October to March) and 

applies for the following day, starting from 

midnight and lasting 24 hours. 

During a TOBAN no fire may be lit in the open. 

This means:  

¶ All campfire and solid fuel (wood, heat 

beads, charcoal, briquettes, hexamine) and 

liquid fuel (petroleum, oil, methylated spirits, 

kerosene) barbecues and stoves are 

prohibited. 

¶ Gas barbecues installed by NPWS may be 

used for cooking, as long as it is under the 

direct control of a responsible adult, is clear 

of combustible material within two metres at 

any time it is operating, and there is an 

immediate and continuous supply of water 

available. 

¶ Visitor-owned gas and electric barbecues 

and cookers are generally prohibited. There 

may be exceptions if you contact the local 

park office in advance for permission. Gas 

and electric cookers are permitted within a 

caravan or 3-sided enclosed annex of a 

caravan. 

¶ Landholders who have received a 

Hazard Reduction Certificate and/or 

Fire Safety Permit from the NSW 

Rural Fire Service to undertake 

prescribed burning are not allowed to 

light fires during total fire bans. 

 

To find out where and when a total fire ban 

has been declared, please visit the NSW 

Rural Fire Service website. 

 

Get Ready Weekend 2024 

We had about 30 members of the public 

and 15 RFS volunteers attend the fire 

station for the annual Get Ready Weekend 

2024 event, held on Sunday 22 

September.  We talked about pile burns, 

fire extinguishers, portable pumps and 

generators for your home.  Brunch was 

enthusiastically cooked on the BBQ.  

Thanks go to Nicole Feggans from 

Jamberoo Mountain Farm for the eggs and 

the Burrawang School of Arts for the 

sausages  

https://www.rfs.nsw.gov.au/fire-information/fdr-and-tobans/total-fire-ban-rules
http://www.rfs.nsw.gov.au/fire-information/fdr-and-tobans
http://www.rfs.nsw.gov.au/fire-information/fdr-and-tobans
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Recent Jobs 

Burrawang Brigade has been busy mainly with 

escaped pile burns and motor vehicle 

accidents.  Of course we work with other 

agencies, such as Police, Ambulance, Fire & 

Rescue and SES.  And we are on first name 

basis with the local towies. 

Below shows a photo of a fully laden hay truck 

that had a narrow escape from a tree.  No 

injuries. 

Training 

We have been busy with the final training of 

our new members.  By the time you read this 

they will have taken their Basic Bushfire (BF) 

final assessments.  Part of that assessment is 

to draft water from a static supply using our 

portable pump.  Below shows how itôs done. 

We are always looking for new members, so 

donôt hesitate to contact us.  There are many 

roles, not just being on the end of a hose. 

Donôt forget to check the Fire Danger Ratings 

and Total Fire Bans over the Summer months!! 

Merry Christmas to everyone and hope you all 

have a safe and happy holiday from all of us at 

the Burrawang RFS. 

If you would like to contact the Brigade there 

are a number of ways: 

¶ Email: brfb@bigpond.com  

¶ Facebook:  Burrawang Fire Brigade 

¶ Contact Phillipa Drewett, President 0419 

426 874 

¶ Wednesday evening training at the 

station 2 Hoddle St.  Generally any time 

after 7pm  

mailto:brfb@bigpond.com
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Around the Traps  
When I was a young bloke, well before they 

invented dating sites, Burrawang and Wildes 

Meadow were both happy hunting grounds for 

frisky lads from all across the Southern 

Highlands.  There were so many farm girls. 

Healthy, fit young things, full of life.  They must 

have given their parents sleepless nights when 

they were out on the loose at the dances out in 

the Burrawang, Avoca or Glenquarry Hall back 

in the day. 

Farm girls like a Wildes Meadow lass who was 

late for school one morning. 

"Why are you late for school Myrtle?ò asked her 

teacher. 

ñSorry Miss.  Had to take our cow over to the 

bull next door.ò 

ñBut Myrtle, couldnôt your father have done 

that?ò 

ñAw no Miss,ò retorted Myrtle, astounded at her 

teacherôs stupidity. 

ñIt hasta be a bull.ò 

Yes, Myrtle was a farm girl and farm girls know 

these things. They can drench a cow, mark a 

calf, crutch a flyblown sheep, carry a bale of 

hay and ride a half-broken horse before they 

get to high school. Long fingernails, frilly frocks 

and fake tans are not a high priority for farm 

girls. 

Back in my working days I was interviewing a 

young lady. We introduced ourselves and 

shook hands.  She almost cracked my 

knuckles, such was the power of her 

handshake. 

"So you are a farm girl?" I ventured. 

"Yes, I am," she replied, looking puzzled.  "How 

did you know that, it wasn't in my job 

application?" 

"Just took a punt," said I, basking in my 

Sherlock Holmes moment. 

Which brings me to another Sherlock Holmes 

moment.  The day the last milking cow in 

Avoca stopped giving milk. Fortunately Brian 

Airey knew a dairy farmer in Wildes Meadow, 

so they trucked one of his cattle back to 

Avoca. This cow was absolutely wonderful, 

producing lots of milk and everyone was 

happy. They even borrowed a bull so they 

could get more cows like this terrific milker 

from Wildes Meadow. But whenever the bull 

tried to mount the cow, she would move away. 

No matter what approach the bull tried, the 

cow would move away from the bull, and he 

was never able to do the deed. The Avoca folk 

were very disappointed and decided to go to a 

veterinary surgeon in Moss Vale for advice. 

"Whenever the bull tries to mount our cow, she 

moves away. If he approaches from the back, 

she moves forward. When he approaches her 

from the front, she backs off. If he attempts it 

from the one side, she walks away to the other 

side." 

The Vet rubbed his chin thoughtfully, 

pondering the problem, before asking; "Did 

you by chance, buy this cow in Wildes 

Meadow?" 

The Avoca people were dumbfounded, since 

no one had ever mentioned that they had 

brought the cow across from Wildes Meadow.' 

"You are a very smart Vet.  How the hell did 

you know we got the cow from Wildes 

Meadow? 

After a long pause, the Vet thoughtfully replied 

with a distant look in his eye:  

"My wife came from Wildes Meadow."  

Geoff Goodfellow 
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Burrawang Public School 

End of Year Highlights 

As 2024 comes to a close, Burrawang Public School celebrates a year filled with excitement, 

growth, and strong community connections.  

This year, we secured a generous grant from Veolia, along with contributions from the school and 

community and are looking forward to creating a yarning circle/outdoor classroom, and a 

medicinal garden. These new additions are set to occur over December/January and will enrich 

our students' learning experiences and foster a deeper connection to nature and culture. 

 

 

 

In September, our school proudly hosted the Burrawang Brights event and talent show, 

which turned out to be a resounding success. This special evening drew many 

community members who came together to celebrate our students' talents and enjoy 

our unique take on Vivid with stunning architectural projections. The atmosphere was 

filled with excitement and pride as our students showcased their creativity and skills. We 

extend heartfelt thanks to everyone who contributed to making this event memorable, 

from the staff and students to the dedicated supporters behind the scenes. If you were 

lucky, you might have even caught us featured on the news!   
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Another notable highlight was the long-awaited return of the Burrawang Bovine program, back 

after an 18-year hiatus. The arrival of our two calves, generously provided by a local farming 

family, brought joy to students and parents alike, with many participating in weekend feedings and 

care. Students took part in online Q&A sessions with farmers from across Australia, deepening 

their understanding of agriculture and its practices. Their enthusiasm and learnings were 

showcased at our Week 5 assembly, where they also celebrated National Agriculture Day by 

dressing up as various careers linked to the agricultural industry. We are excited to expand our 

agricultural programs in 2025, and we welcome anyone interested in participating to contact the 

school. 

Over the course of this term, we have welcomed our 2025 Kindergarten students into the school 

for orientation and a Teddy Bears picnic. Itôs a joy to see the excitement in our young students as 

they take their first steps in their educational journey. We welcome our newest members to the 

school community with open arms and look forward to nurturing their curiosity and growth.  

We have also enjoyed hosting events like Collaboration Day and the vibrant colour run, both of 

which strengthened our school spirit and partnerships with other local schools.  

We bid a heartfelt farewell to some families who have been with us since their children first 

stepped into Kindergarten. Their journey through Burrawang has been filled with milestones, 

shared memories, and a deep bond with our school community. Our departing Year 6 students 

shared their reflections on their time here, expressing gratitude for the friendships, learning, and 

unforgettable moments that defined their primary years. 

Oscar - My time here has been filled with endless joy and excitement. 

Evie ï Being at Burrawang has been an adventure like no other! 

Evelyn ï I've created countless cherished memories with all my friends at Burrawang. 

Alessandro ï Burrawang has been a journey of ups and downs but it has never stopped moving. 

Arkie ï my years at Burrawang have been joyful, creative and full of laughter. 

We will miss their energy and spirit and wish them all the best as they embark on their next 

chapter. 

Our Grandparents Day was extra special this year, featuring a collaboration with Ngununggula Art 

Gallery. Students created portraits as part of the impressive Archibald Prize 

exhibition, which will soon be showcased at the gallery. This unique experience 

celebrated creativity and community, connecting generations through art. Some of 

our students artworks will be on display as part of the new exhibition.  
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Unfortunately, we did experience some minor vandalism. As the weather warms up, we kindly 

ask the community to help keep a friendly eye on our school. Burrawang Public School is a 

Share Our Space facility, and we encourage everyone to enjoy our beautiful grounds, which are 

maintained with great pride by our students and staff. If you do notice anything unusual, please 

report it to the police, school security at 1300 880 021, or email us at burrawang-

p.school@det.nsw.edu.au  

We look forward to celebrating the achievements of our students at our Presentation Day later 

this term which will be held at the Burrawang Public School. Congratulations to all students who 

will receive awards. A huge thank you also goes to our wonderful P&C for all the hard work and 

fundraising they have done this year to allow us to provide our students with a variety of extra-

curricular activities. 

So as the year wraps up, from my family to yours, I wish you all a well-deserved break with family 

and friends. Stay safe, healthy and I look forward to working in such a magnificent community in 

2025.  

#LoveWhereYouLearn 

Nathan Vanderwey  

Proud Principal 

 
Community Morning Tea 
Every Friday 9: 30am to 11:30am 

The Burrawang School of Arts 
 

Men and women all welcome, no charge, 

just join us for a chat, coffee and cakeé  

gold coin donations gratefully accepted 

For more information call  

Anne: 0447 732 424  
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Your local professional and caring Accounting and 

Advisory team providing all your accountancy and 

business advisory requirements. Including: 

P Tax planning, 

P Estate and succession planning, 

P Financial and management accounting, and 

P BAS and FY end reporting for individuals and 

commercial clients 
  

For a confidential conversation, please contact 

Rebecca Duffy or Joel Goring. 

Rebecca: 0422 174 660 Joel: 0422 452 543 

E: rebecca@goringduffy.com.au or 

joel@goringduffy.com.au 

538 Argyle Street, Moss Vale NSW 2577 

Burrawang School P&C 

Update 
 

 

 

As we approach the close of 

another bustling year, itôs a good moment to 

reflect on  the incredible spirit and the 

wonderful achievements of our school 

community. It has  been another jam-packed 

year where our children have flourished, and 

the P&C has  been busy as always supporting 

their growth and joy in countless ways.  

From school events to fundraising activities, 

none of this would be possible without  the 

unwavering commitment of our families and 

volunteers. Whether itôs helping at a  BBQ, 

donating goods, attending meetings, or offering 

time behind the scenes, the  work of each 

parent and community member has been 

invaluable. Thank you to  everyone for your 

support and hard work throughout the year. A 

special thank you  to our fantastic 

coordinatorsðUniform Coordinator Emmy 

Nicholas, Canteen  Coordinator Beth 

Macdonald, and our dedicated P&C Executive 

team: James  Marshall, Rebecca Duffy, and 

Lauren Bloom. None of the wonderful initiatives 

we  have been able to deliver this year would 

have been possible without you.   

To our delightful Year 6 students who are about 

to head off onto the next phase of  their 

education, Arkie Munro, Evelyn Duffy, Evie 

Wilson, Alessandro Di Francesco and Oscar 

Santucci, we wish you all the best as you step 

into high school. Youôve  brought so much 

energy and kindness to our school, and you will 

be greatly missed  by everyone here.  

This year has brought some fantastic new 

initiatives to our school, including a  wonderful 

partnership with the Hume Conservatorium of 

Music. Itôs been a joy to  hear the school hall 

filled with the sounds of violins, drums, and 

guitars. Weôre  thrilled to support this 

collaboration and canôt wait to see our studentsô 

love for  music continue to grow next year.  

We also saw the hall come alive with lights for 

our very own VIVID-inspired display  and talent 

show as part of the Burrawang Brights event. It 

was a truly unforgettable  evening, not only for 

the children but also for all the villagers who 

joined us. Thank  you to everyone who 

attended and made the night so special.  

And finally, a huge thank you to the Duffy 

family for their help in launching our first ever 

Burrawang Bovines program. The children 

absolutely loved having the calves  

on-site and learning about the responsibilities 

of caring for animals. Weôre excited  to see this 

program return in 2025.  

On behalf of the Burrawang School P&C, we 

wish all our families and the wider  Burrawang 

community a joyful Christmas and a restful 

holiday season. We look  forward to another 

fantastic year in 2025.   
 

Lucy Mitchell   

President, Burrawang P&C Committee 

mailto:rebecca@goringduffy.com.au
mailto:joel@goringduffy.com.au
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AVOCA PUBLIC SCHOOL 2024      
   We enjoyed a wonderful year of opportunities for 

learning at Avoca Public in 2024. Students have 

enjoyed Collaboration Days with other small 

schools, Stage 3 Science & Engineering Discovery 

Day, Lawn Bowls and celebrated NAIDOC with the 

students at Bundanoon Public School. The Stage 3 students 

attended the Transitions Small Schools Creative Arts Camp in 

Murrumbateman and participated in a wide range of creative arts. 

Alexandra and Isabel shared a cabin with the girls from Burrawang 

Public School and all the girls had a fantastic time! 

Our sporting achievements started off in the year with 

the Bong Bong Swimming Carnival. We are so proud 

of all the students who had a go to represent their 

school. Max, Isabel and Alexandra all received 

ribbons. Alexandra and Isabel went on to participate 

at District level where they were apart of the 4 x 50m 

Girls Freestyle Relay Team which placed first. Well 

done girls!  

The children had a wonderful time competing and 

socialising with other small schools at the Bong Bong 

Cross Country and we had three of our students, 

Max, Isabel & Alexandra progressing to District level.  

Finally, the Bong Bong Athletics Carnival was an enormous 

success with all our students participating in events with 

Alexandra & Isabel competing at the next District level. We are 

very proud of all our students participation. 

Students enjoyed excursions to the Robertson Show and Annie 

Jr performance. 

In class time we have studied France and the Olympics, learnt 

the French language each week with Madame Young and 

enjoyed an excursion to Franquette Cr°perie where the students 

had to order their food and speak with each other in French. 

We have been very fortunate to collaborate with Rosthwaite Farm who have provided guidance 

on and off the horse to foster sound horsemanship techniques with the children. The 8 sessions 

held in Terms 2 & 4 have been a great way for the students to practice their riding skills. Students 

have also participated in two weeks of intensive swimming at Moss Vale Aquatic Centre 
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harnessing their swimming technique and learning crucial 

water safety skills.  

This year the children participated in the Jump Rope for Heart 

campaign and while learning many new skipping tricks and 

becoming expert skippers by the end, they raised money for 

the Heart Foundation. Along with immersing ourselves in 

Literacy and Numeracy with the new NSW Syllabuses we 

also learnt about Bike Safety. 

Finally ending up the year with our Remembrance Ceremony, 

Healthy Harold visit and Milson Island Stage 3 Camp. We 

have 3 students who will be attending this wonderful 3-day 

camp on the Hawkesbury River.  

We have 3 students heading off to high school next year, who 

have been attending High School Transition Days at Moss 

Vale High School which have been extremely successful. The 

students are super excited, and 

we wish them all the best with 

their transition to Year 7.  

In 2025 we are planning to 

continue with our horse riding, 

intensive swimming, and French 

lessons. We also have a new 

teacher joining us next year. Mr 

Luke Mackie will be working at 

the school every Thursday in a 

new permanent position. 

We are looking forward to 

continuing our partnerships with 

the local schools, community, 

and businesses to promote a 

strengthening of connectedness 

for our students. 

Everyone at Avoca Public School 

wishes everyone in our 

community a great holiday break 

and we will see you next year. 

Lesley Kelly 

Principal           
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Wingecarribee Shire Council 
 

Newly Elected Councillors: A New Chapter for Wingecarribee  

Wingecarribee Shire Council has a newly elected council that brings a diverse range of skills to 

represent you and to help make sure that your voice is heard. Mayor Jesse Fitzpatrick and 

Deputy Mayor Erin Foley are joined by councillors David Kent, Heather Champion, James Farrell, 

Nicole Smith, Rachel Russell, Sara Moylan 

and Therese Duffy.   

Community members are encouraged to 

engage with the councillors on local 

issues, from infrastructure and planning to 

environmental concerns and community 

safety. You can share with them ideas for 

new initiatives, advocate for policy 

changes, or provide feedback on the 

council's performance.   

To stay informed about their plans and 

progress, be sure to sign up for the 

"Wingecarribee Shire Council Your Shire E

-news".   

   

Celebrate Your Local Hero with a Citizen of the 

Year Nomination 

Do you know someone who shines in the areas of 

volunteer work, education, environmental care, arts 

and culture, sport, or humanitarian initiatives?  

Nominate them for the prestigious Citizen of the Year 

and Young Citizen of the Year Awards!   

Citizen of the Year: This award honors individuals who 

have made lasting and significant contributions to the 

Wingecarribee Shire community. 

Young Citizen of the Year: This award recognises the 

exceptional achievements of young people aged 16 to 

30 who are making a positive impact. 

Nominating someone is easy! Simply visit the 

Wingecarribee Shire Council website and fill out the 

online form. 

Nominations close on 15 December, 2024, with 

winners to be announced on Australia Day (26 

January 2025) in Berrima. Let's come together to 

celebrate the unsung heroes that go above and 

beyond for our Shire!  


