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September 2024 

Presidents Message 

By the time this edition hits the village mailboxes, the Burrawang 

Wildes Meadow  Community Association will have a newly 

elected Committee including a new President.  I wish the new 

committee all the best and would ask all members of our 

community to support  them. I would also like to acknowledge 

the hard work of all the previous committees I have  worked with 

and thank them for their thoughtful contributions to village life.   

It has been great to see the establishment of the annual 

Community Christmas Street Party and to  see it supported by 

residents. This event has been funded by Wingecaribee Shire 

Council and the  tents/flags were purchased with funds from a 

donation from the Veolia Mulwarree Trust. Additional  funds were 

received from Council for a Community Resilience Grant which 

has funded the Herald  and social events over the past year using local businesses.   

Over the past few years, the BWMCA has been behind the supply of additional street 

trees,  updateed signage at the entrances to the village, small scale fundraising from coffee and 

bacon  and egg rolls mornings on pubic holidays and collecting and returning 10c recyclables. 

The 10c  programme has earned the BWMCA over $2000 so a big thank you to all involved.  In 

addition, we have received grants totally $13000 for the cemetery shelter from Council and 

the  NSW Government. A lot of work goes into sourcing and applying for grants and we would 

like to  thank everyone involved in the grant process.   

A quick word about the cemetery structure. This was always just going to be a weather 

shelter  with a water tank that could be used to fill vases at grave sites. It has been a torturous 

process  with the turnover of staff at Council and many other seemingly circular processes 

thwarting us at  every turn. While this page is not large enough to include detail, please know that 
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Letters to the Editor and Article Contributions 

The Burrawang Herald is a community newspaper and 

we welcome feedback from our readers. Tell us what you 

enjoyed in this edition of the Herald and what you might 

like to see featured in future editions. Articles, comments 

or suggestions should be addressed to: 

The Editor 

the.burrawang.herald@gmail.com 

Burrawang School of Arts 

Well I think weôve knocked off the worst of 

winter ï am hoping Iôm not speaking too soon 

but, éé.we are officially allowed to prune our 

roses,  my Daphne is exuding the most 

wonderful perfume, there are fields of bulbs 

throwing colour in the paddocks, soéI 

declare spring is sprung!!!  Haul yourself 

away from the Olympics and get out there! 

A big thankyou to all the locals in addition to 

the Committee, who helped pack up the 

School of Arts Hall and store in the containers 

in readiness for the building programme to 

commence.  It was a huge job and the extra 

hands were really appreciated.  The last of 

the crockery and glassware, light fittings and 

curtains are now in the containers.  We are 

still waiting for a final sign-off from the 

Certifier for a Construction Certificate so 

building work can commence.  We anticipate, 

once started, this could take around 9-10 

months to complete the works and apologise 

in advance for any inconvenience this may 

cause in the village. 

Ann Ramseyôs Friday Caf® is continuing in 

the Middle Hall until the building works start, 

so if you feel in need of some warm 

conversation, a coffee and delicious scones 

do come down to the pop-up caf®, sit around 

the fire or out in the sun and enjoy being part 

of this special community.  All welcome and a 

gold coin donation appreciated. Once the 

building works commence the coffee morning 

will continue at the Fire Shed from 9.30am ï 

11am. 

The Burrawang School of Arts Annual 

General Meeting (AGM) is being planned for 

September ï date to be confirmed.  All BSoA 

members welcome.  Have you updated your 

membership? 

Poss Keech  

we will  complete this project in some form 

and would appreciate ongoing support from 

the the families  who initiated the project.   

On another project but with a similar theme, 

we were advised by Council in early 

December 2023  that signs for the Hoddle/

Church St intersection pointing to the public 

toilets at the tennis courts  were ordered and 

would be installed shortly after they were 

received.   

It is disappointing that the support by Council 

for the villages in the form of grants is 

countered by  the difficulty in getting projects 

that involve the Council completed.   

Going forward I would strongly encourage 

residents to think about the unique nature of 

this lovely  village and understand that it is 

the role of residents to get involved in any 

way they can to  preserve it.   

 

Erica Leeming  

President BWMCA  

bwmassoc@gmail.com  

Burrawang Wildes 

Meadow  Community Association 

Committee for 2024 / 25 
 

President: Mathew Hall 

Vice President: Jane Sherborne 

Treasurer:  Mary Jane Hardy 

Secretary: Anne Ramsay 

Ordinary Committee Members:  

Tim Morris, Mark Keech, Glenda Young 

mailto:Letters%20to%20the%20Editor%20and%20Article%20Contributions
mailto:bwmassoc@gmail.com
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Around the Traps  
With council elections being a hot local topic 

this month I thought we should give you a 

break from promises, politicians and potholes 

to share a few insights from the other side of 

the ballot box on the Good Ship Wingecarribee. 

When I was a young pup working in local 

government, elections were run by the council, 

not the electoral office, so as a council 

employee I had the job of not only preparing 

the rolls, but also the not so joyous task of 

working all day and well into the night for about 

three straight days counting votes, double 

checking votes and tallying results until we 

could declare a result.   

I recall one election when a well known local 

gentleman stood for council with lots of fanfare.  

On polling day he was photographed with his 

wife popping their vote into the ballot box at 

one of our villages.  The photograph appeared 

on page one of Mondays local rag with them 

both proudly smiling, but when we tallied the 

votes this fellow only polled one primary vote at 

that booth.  We still donôt know to this day 

whether his wife chose not to vote for him, or if 

he accidentally put his cross in the wrong box. 

The excuses for not voting always tickled my 

fancy. A veritable can of worms, with people 

prepared to tell us almost anything to avoid the 

small fine for failing to vote. 

You wouldnôt believe how many cats, dogs and 

grandparents drop dead on voting day.   

Then there are those who claimed they didnôt 

know there was an election on.  Those people 

must have lived under a log in the weeks 

leading up to polling day, missing out on 

letterbox bombardment, in-your-face corflutes, 

radio, television, social media, newspapers and 

of course daily conversations with friends. Not 

voting for religious reasons was a big one and 

an excuse certainly not confined to 

churchgoers.  I saw one letter written by a mate 

of mine, who I am pretty sure hadnôt been to 

church in his life, claiming; ñthe Bible says you 

shouldnôt put your faith in anyone but the Lord, 

so it would be wrong for me to vote for any of 

the candidates.ò 

Other excuses included; the ballot paper was 

too complicated, the queue was too long, all 

the candidates were idiots and one pitiful plea; 

ñI didnôt vote this time because whoever I vote 

for doesnôt seem to get elected.ò 

One bloke even sent us a photograph of 

himself covered in bandages and all trussed 

up in traction in Bowral Hospital, claiming to 

have been ñcleaned up by a semi-trailer on my 

way into Moss Vale to vote.ò 

I remember the Queensland Electoral 

Commissioner saying on his retirement that his 

all-time best excuse was from a woman who 

claimed she was having sex with 30 men in 

Nimbin and couldnôt get back across the 

border to a polling booth on time to vote. 

But I think my favourite excuse when I was 

working on elections came from a well-

meaning Mittagong man who wrote in all 

seriousness;  

ñI am so sorry I didnôt vote, but I couldnôt get 

into the polling booth because I spent the 

entire day in bed with a vomiting wog.ò 

What could I possibly say?  

Geoff Goodfellow 
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Rachel Russell 

I am leading a full ticket of Independent 

Candidates for Wingecarribee Shire Council 

elections on 14 September. My first home in 

the Highlands was in Mumble Cottage on 

Church Street. My eldest child, now 23, 

attended Burrawang Public in 2009. I now live 

in Penrose, and appreciate the distinct 

character in each place. 

lôve held executive roles in many community 

organisations, and worked professionally and 

voluntarily in advocacy roles throughout my 

career: principally for veterans and on transport 

issues. Most recently I was asked to be 

spokesperson for the Moss Vale Matters 

community group to fight the proposal for a 

large hazardous industrial development in the 

heart of the Southern Highlands. I have 

attended all Council meetings during 

Administration to ensure I can offer an 

informed, quality service as your representative 

on Council.  

Iôve been listening to our community since I 

was running for the cancelled Council 

elections in 2021. Along with core frustrations 

at the lack of quality road maintenance, verge 

clearing and connected paths between 

villages, Iôm aware our villages have not seen 

their rates enabling access to quality service 

delivery from Council. We need to do better. 

We can do better. I have every hope we will 

do better as we start this next chapter after 

the upcoming elections. 

To that end, I will share one key policy 

intention. In the days of the Shire Clerk, we 

had local road maintenance crews employed 

by Council who were responsible for their own 

patch. Our roads were well-maintained. We 

had local jobs, and people fixing our roads 

who had skin in the game. This approach 

resolves the waste that occurs when we are 

paying transport and accommodation costs 

for contractors coming from out of area. Lake 

Macquarie Council has adopted this approach 

and their roads are so good they are now 

contracting out their gangs to surrounding 

Councils. Once elected, I will request that we 

do a business case on bringing our road 

maintenance back in house. 

Iôm here to help, so please contact me to 

discuss your ideas by phone 0435575354 or 

email link on my website: vote1rr.org 

Wingecarribee Shire Council Elections  
Meet the candidates  

 

With the Wingecarribee Shire Council elections  happening on 

September 14 we thought it would be a good idea to ask all the 

candidates to share something of their vision for the future of 

the council.  At the time we were calling for articles finding out 

who all the candidates are proved to be a little difficult as the 

nomination process had not finished.  It is well documented that 

the Liberal Party had issues with this process.  

Most of those that were able to find and contact  have included 

something about themselves.  Hope you find it useful. 

vote1rr.org
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Jesse Fitzpatrick 

My name is Jesse Fitzpatrick, and I am deeply 

attached to the Southern Highlands. My wife, 

children, and I were 

all born in Bowral 

Hospital, and we 

have never left this 

place for longer than 

a three-week holiday 

in all our lives. As I 

have always lived in 

our smaller villages, 

I understand the 

importance of 

community in what 

can sometimes feel 

like very isolated 

circumstances. 

My Motivation for Running is my children. 

In a perfect world, one in which I hope to 

shape for them, when they finish high school, 

they will have the option to afford to live here, 

study here, get great jobs here, make decent 

money here, and raise families of their own. 

This would ensure that they, along with their 

friends, can stay in the community they love if 

they choose. This was a luxury not available 

to most of my friends. 

I started campaigning over 13 months ago for 

this election for two reasons: 

1. To demonstrate the level of effort that I 

believe people in leadership roles should put 

in. 

2. Because I believe this is the time needed to 

truly prepare and understand where our 

53,000 residents stand. 

As it turns out, despite the complexities 

council seems to throw at us, our residents 

ultimately want the common-sense and basic 

fundamentals looked after. Unfortunately, we 

are still in a position where we must learn to 

crawl again before we can walk, let alone run. 

I have many grand, long-term plans and 

visions for the future, which are available for 

you to see. However, our residents first want 

to see a group of councillors who can conduct 

themselves appropriately, stop the petty 

bickering and one-upmanship. The community 

is tired of the old game, where councilors race 

each other to the bottom to win the daily news 

headlines, no matter the long-term detriment. 

The shire wants basics like our roads, our 

development assessment department, and 

community communication to take the front 

seat for a change. They want regulation and 

bureaucratic red tape reduced, and rational, 

strategic minds to prevail. 

We have lost sight of the forest for the trees. 

Strong, unified, and transparent leadership 

must be at the forefront of the new council. 

It's time for some fresh blood. It's time for a 

fresh start. 
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Heather Champion  

Hi, Iôm 

Heather 

Champion 

and Iôm the 

Greensô lead 

candidate 

for council. 

When I ask 

people 

around the Highlands about what they love 

about living here, the answer is so often the 

same: ñWe live here because we want a small-

town life, with a connected sense of 

community, surrounded by green spaces and 

thriving bushland.ò 

And thatôs the vision I want to stand up for on 

council. 

Together, letôs create a Southern Highlands 

where we don't just build houses, we build 

community. 

Our population is growing, and with that comes 

the challenge of managing change. If we 

continue down the road weôre on, weôll see 

more chaotic urban sprawl that will eliminate 

our green spaces with identical low-density 

housing that generates a lot of profit for 

developers, but doesnôt provide for people. 

The Greens want to make strategic decisions 

about sustainable planning, that are led by and 

for the community. Weôll make sure thereôs less 

pressure on infrastructure, invest in keeping us 

flood and fire resistant and help our towns and 

villages - like unique little Burrawang - to retain 

their separate identities. 

Weôll provide more social and affordable 

housing, so the people who do critical jobs like 

nursing and making coffees can still call this 

place home. 

And weôll stand up for protecting our amazing 

local biodiversity, preserving wildlife corridors 

and ecosystems and taking climate action, so it 

will all be there to enjoy for generations to 

come. 

We also live here because want that 

community connection: to be able to drop down 

to the local shop and meet someone you know. 

Yes, of course we need to fix the potholes. But 

in all the talk about roads, rates and rubbish, if 

weôre not careful we could elect a council that 

doesnôt care about helping our community to 

thrive. 

The Greens want to do exactly that. Weôll build 

better parks and playgrounds where people 

can meet, relax and hang out; we want 

localised, accessible sports facilities; cultural 

and arts events that bring us together; and a 

linked-up system of footpaths and cycleways 

that get us out in the fresh air together so you 

donôt have to get in a car every time you want 

to go somewhere. 

And none of that is possible if we donôt rebuild 

trust in local government. We want councillors 

with integrity. People who deeply consult us, 

who are transparent and accountable to us, 

and have a positive vision for a sustainable 

and connected future. 

And thatôs why Iôm running with the Greens. 

When you vote Green you know exactly what 

youôre going to get, because all our decisions 

are guided by four key principles: 

¶ Social justice, which is why I will stand up 

for connection, inclusion and services that 

benefit all of us 

¶ Ecological sustainability, which is why I 

will take action to protect the beautiful 

and precious place we call home 

¶ Peaceful solutions to problems, which is 

why I will help to build a more 

constructive and collaborative council 

¶ And grassroots democracy, which is why 

I will always be accountable to you as the 

guide for our decision-making, and why 

Iôd love to hear your questions and ideas. 

Thanks for reading, and please do get in touch 

at heatherchampion.greens@gmail.com, or 

through facebook (facebook.com/

heatherchampion.greens) or instagram 

(@heatherchampion.wingecarribee). 
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Sara Moylan  

Hi, my name is Sara Moylan and I am your 

candidate for the Local Council election on 

Saturday 14th September. My team is Sara 

Moylan ï Wingecarribee First. I was raised in a 

semi-rural community with horses, orange 

orchards and mulberry trees. That community 

has changed dramatically and I hardly 

recognise it today. I want to make sure the 

sense of community doesnôt leave beautiful 

Burrawang village.  

My father worked hard as a banker and my 

mother worked hard in a local shop. I had a 

great childhood walking to and from school 

and loved sport. By the time I was 13 years 

old, I knew I wanted to be a lawyer. Through 

sheer determination, I worked hard to 

complete my tertiary studies and was admitted 

as a lawyer in 2007. I moved to Sydney and 

commenced employment with a global brand 

and worked my way up to Senior Legal 

Counsel. Then I led a team of Procurement 

professionals in the Australian and New 

Zealand markets, driving value for the 

company and negotiating commercial and 

legal terms in supplier contracts. More 

recently, I have been contracted to set up the 

governance structure federally for a company 

in the education sector.  

In 2007 my husband and I visited Burrawang 

and we had lunch at the Burrawang Pub. We 

knew immediately we wanted to live in the 

Southern Highlands. We have been visiting the 

Burrawang Pub for nearly 20 years! In 2012 

my husband and I bought a beef cattle farm in 

Kangaloon where we started to raise our 3 

children. We love the farm life and horses. I 

have always enjoyed serving my community ï 

coordinating events in the Kangaloon 

Community Hall, helping coordinate the 

Womenôs Cricket in the local Tina Macpherson 

Cup, playing for the womens Moss Vale cricket 

team and have cooked countless sausage 

sizzles for sporting events around the 

Highlands! I have helped out with local dance 

concerts and have also sat on local school 

committees and advisory boards.  

 

Our Priorities : 

We want to bring strength and integrity to the 

WingecarribeeCouncil and offer our 

combined skills in commercial law, 

procurement and small business to deliver 

good governance, efficiency and financial 

management. Most of all, we want to connect 

with the community and have a 2-way 

communication so that we can be proud not 

only of our beautiful region but also our 

Council. Our priorities are:  

1) Fixing the potholes  

2) Local supplier First Procurement  

3) On-time rubbish removal 

4) Downward pressure on rates 

5) Governance and integrity  

6) Financial management  

7) Standing up for Small Business 

8) Listening to YOU! 

Our Team:  

How are we different to the other candidate 

groups? Our team is truly representative of 

the community: 

¶ all ages 

¶ women and men 

¶ some political party affiliated and some 

unaffiliated 

¶ town and village representation  

¶ diverse backgrounds  

¶ diverse skills  

We are unified by our drive to serve this 

community. We are an Independent group.  

Sabrina Venish ï software start up C-class 

leader; represents the youth  

Ian Bollen ï successful business owner; 

team player; represents the villages  

Hamilton Becher - family small business 

owner; represents small business  

Stephen Wentworth ï agriculture business 

owner; represents the agricultural sector 

Val Tyson ï small business owner and 

community devotee; represents the 

community  

I will work hard to bring stability to our council 

and be a voice for the community - all its 

towns, villages and farms. Vote 1 for Sara 

Moylan Wingecarribee First this upcoming 

election 14 September 2024. 
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Burrawang Rural  

Fire Brigade 

Emergency Apps 

Donôt be caught off guard in a natural disaster.  Everyday actions can make a difference to your 

preparedness.  Together, we can prepare our community for natural disasters such as storms, 

fires and floods.  Make sure you have these key apps on your phone  

 We have the top four apps you need to be  

Emergency  

 

Hazards Near Me  

Receive notifications when a natural disaster is 

approaching  

 

Hazards Near Me  

Live Traffic 

Emergency Plus 

Live Traffic NSW  

Plan ahead and see what hazards are impacting 

your route  

 

BOM Weather  Emergency Plus  

The ówhat 3 wordsô feature gives your precise 

location for emergency services  

 

 BOM Weather  

Check for weather forecasts and warnings  

 

 

 Get Ready NSW  

Visit nsw.gov.au/GetReadyNSW to download 

these four apps.  

 

Donation 

We are very grateful for the donation from the 

Burrawang Easter Market Association (BEMA) 

of $4,000 for our assistance to them at our very 

successful Easter markets this year.  It was a 

delight to see the market run successfully 

again.  We have used this money to purchase 

new technology for our fire station, including an 

iPad, TV and TV monitors.  These are key to 

our ability to be able to display important 

information about incidents.  Thanks BEMA! 

New Members 

We have 4 new members who are going 

through their Basic Firefighter (BF) training ï 

Vida Walker, Rebecca and Ben Hansen, and 

Bri Allen.  The training is primarily done during 

the winter led by our Training Officer 

Phillipa Drewett with help from members.  

Their BF assessment will be in September.  

We wish them well and welcome them to 

the brigade. 

Get Ready Weekend 

We are once again preparing for the 

upcoming bush fire season and one of our 

key activities to prepare the community is 

our Get Ready Weekend.  Come along to 

the fire station at 2 Hoddle St, Burrawang 

on Sunday 22 September at 10:30am.  We 

are providing a BBQ breakfast, everyone is 

invited, so come along and hear how we 

can all contribute to protecting our 

community.   

nsw.gov.au/GetReadyNSW
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Information & Disclaimer 

This publication is intended to be a 

Village Newsletter for the distribution 

of general information and events, 

not a Broadsheet for political 

comment. Whilst opinions expressed 

do not necessarily represent the 

present Committee of the 

Association, any information 

submitted to the editor which is likely 

to offend or concern a member or a 

resident, will be withheld form 

publication. 

Correspondence in relation to this 

should be addressed to the Editor. 

the.burrawang.herald@gmail.com 

Advertise in The  

Burrawang Herald 

Every quarter reach over 500 

residents and visitors to our village 

Advertising rates per year 

 

Inside pages 

Banner  

190 x 60mm ~ $550pa 

Double business card 

120 x 90mm ~ $250pa 

Single business card 

90x 50mm ~ $175 

 

Please send your enquiry to 

the.burrawang.herald@gmail.com 

At the station you will see our professional set up for equipment 

and vehicles, as well as the renovation of our training room. 

If you canôt make the Burrawang event, Robertson brigade 

have their Get Ready Weekend events on Saturday 21 

September at Kangaloon and Sunday 13 October in Robertson.  

For more details contact Robertson RFS.  Avoca brigadeôs 

events are on Saturday 21 September at 10:30am at Avoca 

RFS and repeated at 1:00pm at Fitzroy Falls Reservoir carpark 

and on Sunday 22 September at 10:30am at 65 Meryla Rd.   

Be a Hydrant Hero! 

As a regular maintenance task our brigade checks the fire 

hydrants in our village, however weôve noticed that sometimes 

we are unable to access them due to mud and debris or 

overgrown vegetation.  We also have to contend with parked 

cars.  If you can, please donôt obstruct fire hydrants when you 

park.  

Access to hydrants is usually during a critical incident where 

time is of the essence. 

We would like to encourage members of our community to be 

Hydrant Heros.  Follow these 3 simple steps: 

mailto:the.burrawang.herald@gmail.com
mailto:the.burrawang.herald@gmail.com
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Walking around our Village 

Weôd also like to remind people who walk 

around our village about the importance of 

being seen.  There are many areas in shade, 

and in the early morning and late afternoon 

light it can be difficult for drivers to see you 

unless you are wearing light colours, especially 

hi-vis and reflective clothing.   

Remember to always walk in the direction of 

oncoming traffic if practical.  Keep to the far 

side of the road and donôt walk alongside more 

than one person unless overtaking them.  Also 

remember that noise cancelling ear phones 

can reduce your ability to hear vehicles.  

There are plenty of hi-vis clothing options at 

some of the work wear or hardware stores 

locally to make sure you are seen by drivers.  

And drivers ï look out for walkers! 

Prepare for Spring 

Spring is typically a time for vegetation growth 

and with the last few years being very wet, we 

have a lot of potential for grass fires this 

summer.  Make sure you check your property.  

Here are some basic maintenance tips to 

prepare your property: 

¶ Clean your gutters of leaves and twigs 

¶ Install metal gutter guards 

¶ Repair damaged or missing tiles on the 

roof 

¶ Install fine metal mesh screens on 

windows and doors 

¶ Fit seals around doors and windows to 

eliminate gaps 

¶ Enclose the areas under the house 

¶ Repair or cover gaps in external walls 

¶ Attach a fire sprinkler system to gutters 

¶ Keep lawns short and gardens well 

maintained 

¶ Cut back trees and shrubs overhanging 

buildings 

¶ Clean up fallen leaves, twigs and debris 

around the property 

¶ Have hoses long enough to reach around 

your house 

¶ If you have a pool, tank or dam, put a 

Static Water Supply (SWS) sign on your 

property entrance, so firefighters know 

where they can get water 

¶ Check and maintain adequate levels of 

home and contents insurance. Ensure it 

is up to date. 

Hear from Someone who had an RFS 

Property Visit 

ñ18 months ago, I bought a beautiful piece of 

forest in Wildesô Meadow.  I am blessed with 

dry and wet sclerophyll forest; banksia and 

melaleuca forest.  All gorgeous, all highly 

flammable.  Nestled in amongst this is my 

home. I was aware of the dangers this block 

possessed but I was seduced. So, I promised 

myself that I would learn how to protect my 

home as best as I could, and I have spent the 

last 18 months planning for the inevitable fire.  

Contacting the local RFS has been a key part 

in my strategy.  A couple of months ago 

Andrew Neale captain of the Avoca RFS, 

visited and a couple of weeks ago a large 

contingent of the Burrawang RFS came out to 

the property on a training run and to advise me 

on what other strategies I could implement.    

Having the Burrawang RFS out to visit was 

great for me.  They taught me that I needed to 

lay my fire hose out regularly and that I needed 

to start my firefighting pump at least once a 

month. I also found out that petrol gets old and 

that I will need to change this regularly and 

that I will need to have my pump serviced once 

a year.  They also advised me to learn to use a 

chain saw which I am looking forward to doing 

as it is a tool that I find absolutely terrifying and 

making it my 

friend is now 

going to be 

essential for my 

safety. 

Having them 

know where I 

am and that a 

fire truck can 

reach my home 

is also incredibly 

reassuring as 

was their 
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Your local professional and caring Accounting and 

Advisory team providing all your accountancy and 

business advisory requirements. Including: 

P Tax planning, 

P Estate and succession planning, 

P Financial and management accounting, and 

P BAS and FY end reporting for individuals and 

commercial clients 
  

For a confidential conversation, please contact 

Rebecca Duffy or Joel Goring. 

Rebecca: 0422 174 660 Joel: 0422 452 543 

E: rebecca@goringduffy.com.au or 

joel@goringduffy.com.au 

538 Argyle Street, Moss Vale NSW 2577 

support for all the physical strategies I had 

implemented and am planning to implement. I 

think for them knowing the whereabouts of my 

pumps and water sources was also excellent 

knowledge for them to have, as is the detailed 

map that I have supplied them with.  The more 

knowledge that our RFS has about the area 

they are charged with protecting the easier it 

will be for them to plan, strategise and act 

during a crisis. 

So, I thank with enormous gratitude Burrawang 

RFS, especially Phillipa Drewett, and Andrew 

Neal of Avoca RFS for protecting us and for 

educating me about what I can do to protect 

my home and stay safe during a fire crisis.ò 

Thanks Tanya for your kind words. 

Callouts 

Our callouts during the winter have been 

mainly motor vehicle accidents, trees down 

(after rain and high winds) and out of control 

pile burns. 

Here are a few pictures of our work. 

If you would like to contact the Brigade there 

are a number of ways: 

¶ Email: brfb@bigpond.com  

¶ Facebook:  Burrawang Fire Brigade 

¶ Contact Phillipa Drewett, President 

0419 426 874 

¶ Wednesday evening training at the 

station 2 Hoddle St.  Any time after 7pm  

mailto:rebecca@goringduffy.com.au
mailto:joel@goringduffy.com.au
mailto:brfb@bigpond.com
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As we return to Term 3, thereôs a renewed energy in the air, much like the fresh bloom of daffodils 

that herald the arrival of spring. Our students were particularly delighted by a special visit from 

Timmy the Lamb, who brought smiles and joy to everyone. This term promises to be filled with 

exciting opportunities and community engagement that celebrates our unique rural heritage.  

Weôre thrilled to announce that the Hume Conservatorium of Music has begun working with our 

students, offering both whole-class music lessons and individualised tuition in piano, drums, 

guitar, violin, and trumpet. This partnership is part of our ongoing commitment to being a Centre 

for Excellence in Creative and Performing Arts. Our students are eagerly preparing to showcase 

their talents in an upcoming talent show at the end of this term. We will even be doing our own 

version of Vivid ï a light show event not to be missed! We encourage the whole community to 

come along and support our young stars. 

Burrawang Public School 
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In addition to our musical ventures, weôre proud to share that we have been fortunate to receive a 

grant from the Veolia Mulwaree Trust. This funding will allow us to incorporate a yarning circle 

and outdoor classroom into our magnificent outdoor space. Our students and staff will work 

closely with Aunty Sharyn and the NSW National Parks and Wildlife Service to develop a 

bushtucker garden. This garden will be an educational resource and a serene space for reflection, 

deeply rooted in local Indigenous culture. 

Looking ahead, we are excited to see this space become a vibrant hub for both our school and 

the broader community. We plan to host a special opening of the space in 2025 once the project 

is complete, celebrating this wonderful addition with everyone. 

In addition to all the excitement, weôre eagerly anticipating our upcoming Book Week celebrations! 

This yearôs festivities will include a lively book parade, a thrilling reading relay, and a fun-filled 

scavenger hunt, all followed by a delicious afternoon tea with family. Itôs a wonderful opportunity 

to celebrate the joy of reading together. Be sure to check out our website for more details and to 

stay updated with our calendar of events. 

Our very first Open Day was a resounding success. It was heartwarming to see our Year 6 

students engaging with visitors and passers by, demonstrating maturity and pride in their school. 

It was equally lovely to welcome our future enrolments and meet new additions to our wonderful 

school community. If you would like to enrol your child or grandchild, please follow the link below: 

https://ehub.enrol.education.nsw.gov.au/schoolenrolment/?schoolCode=1445 .  

Donôt forget to add us on Facebook to see all the amazing things happening at our small but 

mighty school and share them with your friends and family.  

https://www.facebook.com/burrawangpublicschool/  

Hereôs to a fantastic Term 3 at Burrawang School, filled with learning, creativity, and community 

spirit! 

#LoveWhereYouLearn  

Nathan Vanderwey  

Acting Principal 

https://ehub.enrol.education.nsw.gov.au/schoolenrolment/?schoolCode=1445
https://www.facebook.com/burrawangpublicschool/
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Robert Handley 
0419 243 520       Lic. 110210C 

robertsonelectricalservices.com.au 

 
Underground Power 

Smoke Alarms 
Safety Switches 

Stoves 
Hot Water 
TV Aerials 

Burrawang School P&C 

News 
 

 

 

 

Itôs hard to believe we are already well into 

Term 3, but with so much happening it is  no 

surprise at how quickly the weeks are passing 

by. We were delighted to see such  a positive 

response to our first open day for the year 

which was held in the first  week of August. 

Encouraging new families to take a tour of our 

school and meet the  children and teachers was 

an important part of our approach to driving 

new  enrolments for 2025. We hope to see 

some more attendees at the next event 

in  October and encourage all residents to 

spread the word about the benefits of 

our  wonderful school!   

In other news, we are thrilled to announce a 

new and exciting partnership 

between  Burrawang Public School and the 

esteemed Hume Conservatorium of Music. 

This  collaboration aims to bring an enriched 

arts offering to our school, further  cementing 

our commitment to fostering a vibrant and 

creative educational  environment.   

Through this initiative, the Hume 

Conservatorium of Music will offer a range 

of  private and group music tuition right here at 

our school. This means our students  will have 

the opportunity to learn various musical 

instruments, including piano,  guitar, violin, and 

more, as well as receive vocal training.   

These classes will be tailored to suit all levels of 

experience, from beginners to  advanced 

students. Our school community feels 

passionately about the role that  music 

education plays as part of a well-rounded 

education. By providing our  students with 

access to high-quality music instruction, we aim 

to inspire a lifelong  love for the arts and 

support their overall development. We believe 

that this  initiative will not only benefit our 

students but also enrich our broader 

community.   

The presence of the Hume Conservatorium of 

Music at our school opens up  possibilities for 

local performances, concerts, and cultural 

events that everyone in  Burrawang can enjoy.  

We are excited about the potential of this 

program to create a lasting positive  impact on 

our school and community. Stay tuned for 

more details about upcoming  performances 

and how you can be involved in supporting our 

young musicians.   

Further to that, we have some exciting events 

coming up at the school including our  very 

own VIVID festival taking place in September. 

Details will be shared on the  village Facebook 

page, and we would love to see as many of 

you there as possible.   

If you or anyone you know would like to get 

involved in our activities promoting  enrolments 

for 2025, please pop by and chat to the lovely 

staff who can point you in  the right direction. 

We have pamphlets and information on all the 

upcoming events  that they can share with 

you.   

Thanks as always for your continued support of 

our wonderful school!   

 

Lucy Mitchell   

President, Burrawang P&C Committee 

robertsonelectricalservices.com.au
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Grug 

Grug is an Australian fictional character 

appearing in a series of children's books by the 

author Ted Prior. Grug was originally modelled 

after the fallen top of a Burrawang tree. He is 

fascinated by the world around him, and solves 

problems that many children experience- such 

as learning to swim, going to school, and riding 

a bike- in fun, creative ways. 

The series of Grug books can be found at: 

https://www.simonandschuster.com.au/

authors/Ted-Prior/67475265 

Original animation (on YouTube): 

https://bit.ly/GrugYT 

https://www.simonandschuster.com.au/authors/Ted-Prior/67475265
https://www.simonandschuster.com.au/authors/Ted-Prior/67475265
https://bit.ly/GrugYT
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1. Who wrote the novel "1984"?  

2. In what country is the Waterloo 
battlefield?  

3. Drug lord Mr. Big is the villain of what 
James Bond novel?  

4. What was the scarecrow in "The Wizard 
of Oz" lacking?  

5. Who played the best friend of Sarah 
Jessica Parker in the 1985 film "Girls Just 
Wanna Have Fun"?  

6. Which company was the first to offer a 
Valentine's Day chocolate box?  

7. In a game of Rugby League how many 
players can each team have on the field. 

8. What is the rarest blood type?  

9. Why did Jack and Jill go up the hill?  

10. What song contains the following lyrics: 
ñHere we are now, entertain us, I feel 
stupid and contagious 
Here we are now, entertain usò 

Blackberries 

The Biosecurity Team at Council would like 

our help  identifying roadside areas of 

blackberry that they would then come out and 

spray. 

Please send the address and/or a photo to  

Tristan Simpson 

To: Tristan.Simpson@wsc.nsw.gov.au 

Cc: Jillian.McArdle@wsc.nsw.gov.au 

Please put Burrawang Wildes Meadow 

Blackberry Location as the subject line.  

Ross Brumfield 

0419 259 497 
ACN 131 466 414        -        Established 2000                                      

brumfieldross@icloud.com 

¶ Excavator 

¶ Tipper Truck 

¶ Trenching 

¶ Material Haulage 

¶ Roller 

¶ Drives 

¶ Bob Cat /Grader 

¶ Debris Removal 

¶ Water Cart 

¶ Water Delivery 

Stitch and Bitch, 

Knit and Natter, 

Yarn and Yarn... 

Every Friday from 9.30am 

Currently meeting at Mummaôs Kitchen, 

Robertson. 

Bring along your knitting, crochet, embroidery, 

mending or anything else and join us for a 

morning of support, advice, show and tell, and 

much laughter.  

All welcome! 

Contact Cath Ward on 0405 151 651 for more 

details 

mailto:Tristan.Simpson@wsc.nsw.gov.au,%20Jillian.McArdle@wsc.nsw.gov.au?subject=Burrawang%20Wildes%20Meadow%20Blackberry%20Location
mailto:brumfieldross@icloud.com
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Spring is Sprung - For Trees, Flowers 

and Weeds!  
By mid-August the Robertson gauges showed 

YTD rainfall at 1,350mm, up from an average 

YTD for the same period of 1,170mm of 

rainfall.  The number of days of rain is about 

30% higher than average, though not in August 

itself, the first half of which was quite dry. 

Several plant types required quite heavy 

watering, especially after two bouts of high 

winds. 

Weeding now - save effort later 

Grass has started to sprout and grow strongly. 

Cutting it every two weeks has already 

restarted. Unfortunately, with the wind and rain, 

much of it is sprouting in flower beds as weed 

grass! There is no alternative to simply getting 

down on hands and knees to remove this 

before the roots get deep and grow into very 

solid 

clumps. 

Then, 

efforts 

for 

removal 

result in 

tiny 

tears to 

the 

roots, 

enough to have them sprout all over again. 

Carefully prize them up with a lawn weed 

removal tool and put them in the green bin. In 

High summer they can be composted. For 

spring though compost temperatures don't 

usually climb high enough in these parts. So, 

best to let the hard work be done by proper 

high temperature composting at the council 

recycling centre.  

Watch what happens after you have weeded. If 

they start reappearing in a couple more weeks, 

a broad defoliant weed killer, carefully aimed, 

on a wind-free day (and while wearing a mask,) 

is required. This two-stage process will much 

more likely earn you lighter work as summer 

arrives than simply spraying and hoping. 

Remember: Once you have done the 

weeding, get down to your local supplier of 

mulch, fill a trailer or two and distribute across 

garden beds at 7-10cm depth, avoiding the 

stems of new plantings or young shoots, to 

slow or even prevent further weed growth 

through the season to Christmas.  

What's Killing Our Trees Across the 

Southern Highlands? 

Readers may recall I wrote a year ago about 

the various pathogens responsible for 

widespread tree death. 

On August 1st, Mittagong RSL filled with more 

than 250 attendees, who have seen large 

numbers of trees in our district turn brown and 

die. The need to replace 30 more Cherry 

Trees in early August by Wingecarribee Shire 

Council, after the initial test planting of four 

last year in the Vietnam War Memorial Cherry 

Tree Walk, attests to the adverse impact of 

tree disease across multiple plantings in the 

Highlands. resulting from extended high 

rainfall. A further forty replacement trees are 

scheduled for future planting by Council. 

Southern 

Highlands 

Australian 

Plants Society 

(SHAPS) 

members 

were 

supported by 

WinZero and 

Wingecarribee 

Shire Council 

(WSC) staff in 

creating the 

event. Also in 

attendance 

was 
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Wollondilly State MP Judy Hannan. 

In opening the seminar, SHAPS President 

Louise Egerton stated, "While the widespread 

death of trees in our Shire is concerning, it also 

provides a unique opportunity to build a more 

resilient landscape for our future and our 

children's future. "  

Prof. Brett Summerell, Director of Science 

Education and Conservation at the Royal 

Botanic Gardens Sydney, was keynote 

speaker. A video recording of his and all the 

other presentations from the seminar are 

available through WinZero's YouTube Channel 

at https://www.youtube.com/

@winzerowingecarribee6987  

According to Prof. Summerell, "The chief 

offender in local tree deaths is the widespread 

pathogen Phytophthora. Phytophthera literally 

means plant destroyer. The other main 

problem is the common bacterial disease 

Cypress Canker." 

"Phytophthora resides in soil, becoming active 

when soil is wet'. It attacks roots, making it 

impossible for trees and shrubs to feed. Most 

vulnerable are conifers, especially Leylandii, a 

member of the Cyprus family." Diagnosis can 

be assisted by Dept. of Primary Industry. 

Professor Summerell outlined three helpful 

guidelines 

¶ To minimise the spread of disease research 

and employ soil hygiene techniques. This 

means carefully cleaning footwear, tools, 

vehicle tyres etc..., when moving from one 

place to another. Dip baths are not very 

effective. Complete loose soil removal is 

key. 

¶ Cut down dead trees, checking first if 

Council approval is required, leaving a 1M 

stump. Avoid soil disturbance and stump 

grinding, but rather leave it to decompose in 

situ. 

¶ Dead material can be chipped for mulch on 

your property, thus not spreading it 

elsewhere. 

Some things to do in your Burrawang 

Garden this Spring. 

¶ Start as weed-free as possible is step one. 

Before it hots up, get out there and get 

those weeds out. Your preferred plants will 

thrive in better light, not competing for 

nutrients. 

¶ Mulch weeded areas to a depth of 7-10cm, 

even if you did it last year. Lightly rake in 

last year's mulch first, but don't dig deeply, 

keeping carbon in the soil, adding oxygen. 

¶ If you lifted dahlias and have been storing 

them in a dark dry spot through winter, 

prepare well drained, damp-but-not-wet, soil 

with added compost, well dug in. October, 

check the dahlia tubas in your shed and 

divide. Any slightly soft or squishy ones, 

discard. Place the remaining tubers with the 

node pointing upwards, or leave some in 

clumps. Late spring you'll see new green 

shoots emerge and by summer you'll have 

vibrant colour once again. Space 1.25 metre 

apart. They can overwhelm each other, 

otherwise. 

¶ Wait until the likelihood of a late frost is 

passed before putting in your tomato 

seedlings. Usually 1st week of November) 

It's always best to insert the growing frame 

at the time of planting around the seedling, 

then keep adding side support through the 

growing period. Allow 1.5 metres between 

each tomato. Do not overfeed while they are 

establishing. If excessive green growth 

occurs, nip off every other branch. Only 

once the little yellow flowers appear should 

you feed in some specialised tomato food. 

Then cover with flexible ag pipe and over 

that, netting, to stop parrots and other 

animals attacking your fruit. 

https://www.youtube.com/@winzerowingecarribee6987
https://www.youtube.com/@winzerowingecarribee6987
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1. George Orwell  

2. Belgium  

3. Live and Let Die  

4. Brain  

5. Helen Hunt  

6. Cadbury  

7. 13 

8. AB negative  

9. Fetch a pail of water  

10. Smells Like Teen Spirit  

 

Trivia Answers 

Community Morning Tea 
Every Friday 9: 30am to 11:30am 

The Burrawang School of Arts 

Men and women all welcome, no charge, just join us for a chat, coffee and cakeé  

gold coin donations gratefully accepted 

For more information call Anne: 0447 732 424  

¶ Wild rabbits are once again a major pest to 

young growing plants, including natives. It's 

time, if you don't have dogs or cats on your 

property, to put down some poison before 

the breeding season of Spring and Summer. 

In late winter they have been digging up and 

eating all nature of smaller green plants. 

Pindone is the NSW EPA-recognised 

control toxin. You start with carrots, twice, 

with no Pindone, then third time, injected 

with Pindone. DO NOT USE IF DOMESTIC 

ANIMALS are on the property. Read labels 

multiple times, wear masks and gloves. 

Check at the Bowral Co-op for details. 

In the hope that a bright sunny Spring is 

ahead, from all of us at Highlands Garden 

Society Bowral, enjoy your gardening. Better 

yet come join us on the third Friday of each 

month at 7.00pm in Bowral's Uniting Church 

Hall.  

John Swainston 

HGSB. 


