
 

 

т9}wÆ^wË^wVт тϚϝϚтåC ºтÆº ?^Æ^}w 

March 2024 

Burrawang Easter Market 2024  
March 30, 2024 - Not long to go! 

 

Preparation for the annual Burrawang Easter 

Market is well underway with a great interest 

in stalls, and our traffic plans and other 

necessary amenities are being organised.  

March 30 will see the quiet streets of 

Burrawang transform into a buzzing 

marketplace filled with a variety of foods, arts, 

and crafts from many of our local Southern 

Highlands merchants.  The Market officially 

starts at 8am and finishes at 3pm when 

stallholders pack-up and the streets are 

opened to normal traffic. 

Village Traffic Changes: 

Easter Saturday - Hoddle Street between 

Church and Region Streets is closed for the 

day, as is Crown Street between Dale and 

Hoddle Streets. For the stalls to have space to 

set up on these roads early in the morning, we 

do ask that no cars are left on the streets the 
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night before. If you need to use your car on the 

Saturday and youôre in a street with closures, 

itôs best to move your car on Friday outside the 

affected areas.  

 Whatôs different this year? 

Parking Payment arrangements: 

To make sure visitors can move into 

Burrawang as quickly as possible, we are 

changing the way visitor parking will operate. 

We will still have the three parking areas, but 

visitors will now pay the $10 parking fee at 

designated stands in the main market and 

proof of payment will be required as the car 

exits rather than payment at entry. This will 

reduce traffic entry delays - especially at the 

Illawarra Highway and Sheep Wash Road 

roundabout -   and to cope with peak 

attendance times. 

 

Stallholder Wifi: 

Last year, many visitors and stallholders 

experienced difficulties when accessing the 

internet due to the sheer number of people in 

attendance.  Stallholders from previous years 

have struggled to provide cashless payment 

facilities due to the limited internet service 

available here in Burrawang and providing a 

cash machine is costly and a security risk. 

The Techery - Southern Highlands has been 

engaged to design, install, and support a 

reliable and secure Wi-Fi network for the 2024 

Burrawang Easter market. The Techery 

recommended solution is based on Starlink 

internet coupled with Ubiquiti Wi-Fi extension 

devices. This will allow for the many network 

devices required to run simultaneously across 

multiple Starlink dishes. The Techery will 

install and complete comprehensive testing 

prior to Easter Saturday and provide on-site 

support on Market Day at their stall ï feel free 

to drop by and make enquiries about their 

services in the Southern Highlands. 

This is in addition to Telstraôs existing network 

capability. 

The Techery ï Southern 

Highlands: The Art of 

Smart Technology @ 

Rural Connection 
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Why have the annual Easter Market? 

The Burrawang Easter Market isnôt just another 

eventðitôs a celebration of community, 

craftsmanship, and culinary delights. Weôve 

carefully curated a diverse lineup of stall 

holders, each bringing their unique talents and 

products to the Village.  

We believe in fostering a spirit of collaboration 

within the Community. The Easter Market 

Association provides the framework and 

infrastructure that attracts thousands of people 

to the village from the wider region. This 

sharing of our talents and resources enables 

the local not-for-profits and sporting 

associations to raise funds from a much wider 

audience. 

Profits from the market day are shared on 

things that matter to the community: the 

Burrawang School of Arts to assist in their 

ongoing maintenance of this heritage building, 

the Burrawang & Wildes Meadow Community 

Association and to the Burrawang Grant 

which has been established to assist local 

individuals or organisations meet specific 

funding needs.  

These funds raised by the stall fees have been 

put aside to assist the broader Burrawang 

community in recognition of the whole 

community effort that goes into holding the 

market day. 

HAVING VISITORS ON MARKET DAY? 

If you know youôre expecting visitors to your 

home on Market Day and your visitors need to 

use a market parking space, you can request a 

free Parking Permit in advance, so your visitor 

is able to exit the carpark free of charge. Of 

course, if you have adequate off-street parking 

at your property or are outside the main market 

area, there isnôt a problem. 

If you have any questions or concerns, please 

contact Karen on 0412 377 681 or pop into our 

Drop-In session at the Burrawang Pub on 

March 21.  

 

Need more information? 

New to the Village and have questions? 

Check out our new and improved website:  

www.burrawangeastermarket.com  

Or pop into our Community Drop-in Q&A 

Session during Locals Night at the Burrawang 

Hotel on Thursday March 21.  Members of the 

Committee will be there to have a chat and 

answer any questions. 

Want to be involved? 

The annual market is a great way to meet 

other locals and the Committee is always 

grateful for our volunteersô time and help on 

the day.   

We have had a warm and excited response 

from our community and thank those who have 

come forward to volunteer their time. For those 

who are new, or long-term locals looking to 

mingle once again, we would, of course, 

welcome any additional help you might like to 

offer!   

We realise that the markets could not continue 

without the support of the Burrawang 

community and thank you for your 

understanding. We hope you will enjoy the 

great day that it is. 

For further information: 

https://www.burrawangeastermarket.com 

or 

email:  burrawangeastermarket@gmail.com 

https://www.burrawangeastermarket.com
https://www.burrawangeastermarket.com
https://www.burrawangeastermarket.com
mailto:email:%20%20burrawangeastermarket@gmail.com?subject=Easter%20Markets


4 

Burrawang Herald News                                                                                     March 2024 

Emergency Services 

Police, Ambulance, Fire Brigade 

000 

(106 for people with hearing or 

speech impairment) 

www.triplezero.gov.au 

State Emergency Service (SES) 

132-500 

www.ses.nsw.gov.au 

Bowral Hospital 

(02) 4861-0200 

www.swslhd.nsw.gov.au/bowral 

Bush Fire Information Line 

1800-679-737 

www.rfs.nsw.gov.au 

Poisons Information Hotline 

131-126 

www.chw.edu.au 

DoCS Helpline 

132-111 

www.community.nsw.gov.au 

NSW road closures 

132-701 

www.livetraffic.com 

Wingecarribee Shire Council 

General Enquiries: 

Civic Centre, 68 Elizabeth St Moss 

Vale NSW 2577 

Phone: (02) 4868 0888 

Fax: (02) 4869 1203 

Email: mail@wsc.nsw.gov.au 

Presidents Message 

Itôs nearly Easter and people from far and 

wide are preparing to visit the village of 

Burrawang for the famous Easter Market. 

Held since the early 80ôs, its success has 

always been due to the team work of local 

residents and associations and has long 

been a unique opportunity for significant 

fundraising for the Burrawang Wildes 

Meadow community. We would encourage everyone to get 

involved in whatever way they can and at the very least, enjoy 

the day with family and friends. More information on this event 

is included later in this issue.  

We also want to thank everyone who helped and/or attended 

the Christmas Street Party. It was a lovely festive event and a 

great way to kick off the season. Thank you to the RFS for 

transporting Santa and traffic control and thank you to 

committee member Matthew Hall for organising the event for 

us. Thank you also to Poss Keech for glazing those lovely 

hams.  

Our goal over coming months is to complete the shelter at the 

Burrawang Cemetery. We now have the funds for the project 

and aim to complete by the end of June. This is one of the 

projects that has been to recipient of funds raised via the Easter 

Market.  

In addition, we can announce that the BWM Grant which is also 

funded by the Easter Market has now been allocated by the 

Community Association. The allocated $5,000 has been split as 

follows: $1562 to the Burrawang RFS to fund safety equipment 

in the firetruck, $2450 to the Burrawang Primary School P and 

C to defray the cost of a music programme that is also being 

taught by a local resident and $1000 to the School of Arts for a 

capital item in their upcoming renovation project.  

Lastly, if you look at the banner on the front page of this 

publication, you will notice that ñThe Burrawang Heraldô has 

been in print since 1883. What an achievement! Iôd like to thank 

the editors, contributors and delivery volunteers for their 

incredible contribution. Burrawang and Wildes Meadow are 

fabulous and unique places to live and we should feel incredibly 

fortunate. The personality of this area is worth working for and 

we should do everything we can to avoid just becoming a 

cluster of houses.  

One thing you can do, apart for volunteering, contributing and 

attending, is to start collecting your local memorabilia for History 

Week in the village this September. See you at the Easter 

Market on March 30!  

Erica Leeming  

President BWMCA  

bwmassoc@gmail.com  

JP Services 

If you need a Justice of the 

Peace, we have our own local 

JP in the village.   

Michelle Waters  

0414 918 970 

Mark Mac Millan 

0414 977 886 

mailto:bwmassoc@gmail.com
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Bushfire Emergency Information 
If you see smoke and there's no fire truck or 

firefighters, call Triple Zero. 

Bushfire Information Hotline 

For accurate and up-to-date information about 

bushfires contact: 

The Rural Fire Service Bushfire Information 

Hotline 

Telephone: 1800 NSW RFS (1800 679 737) 

Website: www.rfs.nsw.gov.au/fire-information 

Follow your bushfire survival plan and 

remember leaving early is your safest option.  

Hazards Near Me App 

Download NSW Rural Fire Service's Hazards 

Near Me NSW Mobile App for real time 

updates on Fires in the local area.  

Social Media Updates 

Like NSW Rural Fire Service on Facebook 

Like RFS Southern Highlands Team on 

Facebook 

Follow NSW Rural Fire Service on Twitter 

Ross Brumfield 

0419 259 497 
ACN 131 466 414        -        Established 2000                                     

brumfieldross@icloud.com 

¶ Excavator 

¶ Tipper Truck 

¶ Trenching 

¶ Material Haulage 

¶ Roller 

¶ Drives 

¶ Bob Cat /Grader 

¶ Debris Removal 

¶ Water Cart 

¶ Water Delivery 

Burrawang Easter Markets 

Association 
 

EASTER SATURDAY, MARCH 30, From 

8am! 

Thank you to the editors for delaying the 

Herald for a week or 2 so that this can be 

delivered to every address in Burrawang and 

Wildes Meadow just before the market. 

We are still looking for volunteers and if you 

have an hour or two to spare, we would 

appreciate your help and, of course, many 

hands make light work. 

We have committed to door knocking both the 

market stall area homes and Dale St homes re 

changes for the day but if you have any 

questions, please email us at 

burrawangeastermarket@gmail.com 

Please take the time to read all about the 

Easter Market in this issue of the Herald then 

come along and enjoy the day with friends, 

fellow villagers and family. 

See you there! 

Erica Leeming 

BEMA President 

Community Morning Tea 
Every Friday 9: 30am to 11:30am 

The Burrawang School of Arts 

Men and women all welcome, no charge, just 

join us for a chat, coffee and cakeé gold coin 

donations gratefully accepted 

http://www.rfs.nsw.gov.au/fire-information
https://www.rfs.nsw.gov.au/news-and-media/stay-up-to-date
https://www.rfs.nsw.gov.au/news-and-media/stay-up-to-date
https://www.facebook.com/nswrfs
https://www.facebook.com/RFSSHT/
https://twitter.com/nswrfs
mailto:brumfieldross@icloud.com
mailto:burrawangeastermarket@gmail.com
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Burrawang Rural  

Fire Brigade 

Recent Training 

Recently we joined with Robertson Brigade to understand how a brigade like ours can support 

firefighters using breathing apparatus to enter a burning building or fighting a fire where there are 

toxic fumes.  We very much appreciated a well organised and instructive evening under the 

leadership of Jon Bracht, Captain of Robertson Brigade.  Here are some of the images of that 

evening. 

A big thanks as always to Mark Compton from our Brigade 

for his fantastic photos. 

Meet a Member:  Rob Macdonald 

How long have you been with Brigade and what motivated you to join 

up?  Thatôs a good question! I think I joined in 2012 or beginning of 

2013? I canôt remember but it has been over a decade at least. I joined 

initially because my family and I were new to the village and my wife 

Beth had freshly been cajoled into being a member of the School of Arts 

Committee. I have a vague recollection that she promised the brigade 

captain at the time, Steve Horton, that I would join up! Best decision I 

never made (haha). 

Honestly, for me personally, the biggest challenge of belonging to the 

Brigade, is being busy with work and having that pulling me out of area 

which means that on occasions I canôt get to training as regularly as Iôd 

like to. And during big fires I worry about my family worrying about me. 

But having gone through the 2019 / 2020 fires, I think we all have a better understanding of how 

important the work RFS volunteers do is, and, additionally, how much focus is placed on getting 

everyone home safe. 

Highlights of being in the service have been numerous - from making wonderful friendships and 
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deep connections in the community, to standing next to people youôve trained with, and as I get 

longer in the tooth - helped train, and seeing all that training get put into action. Itôs amazing 

watching people rise to occasions and just get on and do what has to get done. 

I think in a small town like Burrawang the brigade serves a really important role in the community. 

Itôs a barometer of a healthy village when we have such great numbers in the brigade. Itôs the 

community looking after the community. And I think thatôs special. 

If you are interested in joining us, just come down to a training on a Wednesday night and have a 

chat to the members. Weôre always more than happy to answer any questions. Itôs honestly, I 

think, one of the most unique brigade memberships in the state - so everyone is welcome! And 

there are plenty of roles within the brigade to suit everyone. While itôs great to learn the skills to 

be a firefighter, not everyone needs to stand at the end of a hose to be a part of the team. 

Iôve been fortunate to have been involved in a number of different aspects of village life over the 

past 14 years. And all of them have been special and meaningful. But the one that remains the 

constant is the RFS.  

Bush fire risk management plans and community input  

As you may know, our Brigade is under an obligation to help prepare and protect our local 

community according to the current Bush Fire Risk Management Plan.  These plans are being 

revised state wide over the coming years and there will very soon be a new one available for 

community comment for us here in the Southern Highlands.  We encourage members of the 

community to contribute to that process or discuss any concerns that you might have with us so 

that we can feed them in.  You could start by ringing Elizabeth Ellis 0411032712 and I can put 

you on to who ever can answer your questions if I canôt.  

The current Bush Fire Risk Management Plan can be viewed by visiting the following link -  

https://www.rfs.nsw.gov.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0019/2485/Wollondilly-Wingecarribee-

BFRMP.pdf  

Burrawang Brigade and the Easter Markets 

Our Brigade is very excited to again be participating in the Easter Markets this year.  We will have 

heaps of fun for kids down the drive.  You can see from the pictures some of the activities we 

offer. Come and see how well your children or grandchildren could manage a Triple Zero call.  

The little ones can ride in Bernie and the bigger ones can climb into the fire truck.  

You might have some long 

unanswered questions that we 

could help you with at our 

Community Engagement Van 

or you might just be interested 

in joining up or you might just 

want to say hello and see how 

we organise the station. 

https://www.rfs.nsw.gov.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0019/2485/Wollondilly-Wingecarribee-BFRMP.pdf
https://www.rfs.nsw.gov.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0019/2485/Wollondilly-Wingecarribee-BFRMP.pdf
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Information & Disclaimer 

This publication is intended to be a 

Village Newsletter for the distribution 

of general information and events, 

not a Broadsheet for political 

comment. Whilst opinions expressed 

do not necessarily represent the 

present Committee of the 

Association, any information 

submitted to the editor which is likely 

to offend or concern a member or a 

resident, will be withheld form 

publication. 

Correspondence in relation to this 

should be addressed to the Editor. 

the.burrawang.herald@gmail.com 

Advertise in The  

Burrawang Herald 

Every quarter reach over 500 

residents and visitors to our village 

Advertising rates per year 

 

Inside pages 

Banner  

190 x 60mm ~ $550pa 

Double business card 

120 x 90mm ~ $250pa 

Single business card 

90x 50mm ~ $175 

 

Please send your enquiry to 

the.burrawang.herald@gmail.com 

If you would like to help volunteer on the day selling raffle 

tickets or in any other capacity, please contact Pip Drewett on 

0419426874. 

Fire hydrants should be your best friend. Adopt one 

The Burrawang RFB has a regular program of servicing and 

checking the hydrants in and around the village.  This has been 

undertaken recently. All hydrants are in working order, but 

access to the hydrants can be an issue. In quite a few 

instances we have found the hydrants to be overgrown by 

grass and other vegetation. We diligently clear the access to 

the hydrants and test the water pressure with our standpipes. 

Please make sure you DO NOT allow grass and shrubs to 

overgrow the access plate to the hydrant near your home. If 

quick access to water is required in an emergency every 

moment counts. Your cooperation is greatly appreciated. 

Stay safe in 2024 

The Burrawang Brigade hopes that all our residents stay safe 

during 2024 and would like to offer any assistance we can to 

ensure that happens.   We are very happy to come out to visit 

you and discuss your personal and/or property protection if you 

would like.  We are also interested in promoting safer 

neighbourhoods which we have commenced as an off-season 

exercise to prepare and facilitate support within precincts.  If 

you are interested in any of these things, please contact 

Elizabeth Ellis 0411032712. 

Please stay in touch for advice and news.  Our Facebook has 

been out action for a little while but we are hoping to have it 

back and up and running again very soon: 

Email: brfb@bigpond.com  

¶ Facebook:  Burrawang Fire Brigade 

¶ Ring Elizabeth Ellis Community Engagement Officer on 

0411032712 

¶ Or come on down on a Wednesday evening to the station 

on Hoddle St, opposite the Burrawang General Store and 

Caf®.  Any time after 7pm (usually).  

You may have noticed the usually very active Brigade 

Facebook page has been unusually inactive over the last 

couple of weeks.  This is a result of some failure of an algorithm 

at Facebook (Meta).  We have been in constant contact with 

them with the assistance of RFS Headquarters to have this 

anomaly rectified. This has happened to other RFS Facebook 

pages.  Hopefully normal transmission will resume very soon.  

Thank you for your patience.  

mailto:the.burrawang.herald@gmail.com
mailto:the.burrawang.herald@gmail.com
mailto:brfb@bigpond.com
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Robert Handley 
0419 243 520       Lic. 110210C 

robertsonelectricalservices.com.au 

 
Underground Power 

Smoke Alarms 
Safety Switches 

Stoves 
Hot Water 
TV Aerials 

Phone & Data 
 

Serving Robertson & District Since 1999 

Bulky Waste Kerbside Collection 

Service 
Bulky Waste Collection Update 

In response to community queries regarding 

the status of Councilôs Bulky Waste Collection 

Service, Council wants to assure residents that 

council remains committed to the provision of 

the service. The service was discussed at the 

21 February 2024 - Ordinary Council Meeting. 

During this meeting new measures aimed at 

streamling and enhancing the Bulky Waste 

Collection Service were endorsed. 

The new measures include: 

Continuation of Service: The Council has 

confirmed its commitment to ensuring the 

availability of the Bulky Waste Collection 

Service for residents into the future. This 

service will now be included as a requirement 

in future contracts to ensure its ongoing 

provision. 

Transition to Pre-Booked Service: Endorsing 

a significant change to the current bulky waste 

collection model, the Council has approved the 

transition from a scheduled service to a pre-

booked system. This change aims to improve 

efficiency and convenience for residents. 

Increased Entitlement: Residents will now be 

entitled to two (2) collections per financial year, 

with a total cap of 16,800 collections per 

annum. This annual entitlement provides 

residents with increased access to the service, 

ensuring their needs are met effectively. 

Entitlement Provision: To receive the bulky 

waste service a resident must be paying the 

domestic waste charge and receive a kerbside 

collection service.  

New Contract Arrangements: the items 

collected remains the same including 

mattresses and that new contract processing 

arrangements will mean that 50% of the 

material collected will be diverted for landfill. 

The Bulky Waste Collection Service will be 

available for residents from 1 July 2024. 

Further details about the new Bulky Waste 

Service process and how to book this service 

will be made available in the coming weeks.  

Further Information 

For bulky waste issues or inquiries contact: 

JR Richards 

Telephone: 1300 133 969 

For all other enquires: 

Business Services 

Telephone: 02 4868 0888  

Email: mail@wsc.nsw.gov.au 

 

Information from: https://www.wsc.nsw.gov.au/

Residents/Waste-and-Recycling/Bulky-Waste-

Kerbside-Collection-Service 

robertsonelectricalservices.com.au
https://www.wsc.nsw.gov.au/Residents/Waste-and-Recycling/Bulky-Waste-Kerbside-Collection-Service
https://www.wsc.nsw.gov.au/Residents/Waste-and-Recycling/Bulky-Waste-Kerbside-Collection-Service
https://www.wsc.nsw.gov.au/Residents/Waste-and-Recycling/Bulky-Waste-Kerbside-Collection-Service
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Burrawang Public School 
Welcome back to what promises to be another thrilling year of learning and 

growth. This week, I had the opportunity to delve into the Senate Committee 

report on the escalating disruptions in Australian classrooms, and it sparked 

both a sense of dismay and optimism within me. It's disheartening to learn that 

some Australian children are experiencing educational disruptions due to a 

minority in the classroom. However, I'm also immensely encouraged when I witness our 

Burrawang students engaged, focused, and experiencing minimal disruptions during lessons. 

Our students are all fortunate to be part of a serene school environment filled with positivity and 

enthusiasm. Their hard work, coupled with the dedication of our staff, has cultivated classroom 

cultures centered around creativity, collaboration, communication, and critical reflection. 

Our goal-setting meetings have proven to be highly successful. Students have taken the 

opportunity to reflect on their own learning journey and have engaged in meaningful discussions 

with their teachers and parents regarding their academic and personal development aspirations. 

During the summer break, our school underwent a significant internal transformation, including 

the installation of fresh carpet and paint in our hall, classrooms, and library. Additionally, we have 

scheduled excavation works leading up to the Easter break to replace our septic system. 

One highlight of our renovations is the addition of a special mural painted by a local artist and 

Aboriginal man. The mural features designs and tells the story of how the waratah became red. 

This mural holds immense significance for our school, as we have an actual waratah tree on our 

grounds, symbolizing bravery and loyalty. Our students not only learn the tale but also honor the 

elders, both past and present, of the land where they play and learn. 
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Burrawang School P&C News 
On 21 February we held our AGM and first 

P&C meeting for 2024. We have welcomed 

two new families to Burrawang this year and 

have 29 students at the school. We are all 

looking forward to the Easter Markets and busy 

preparing for our cake stall, BBQ  and some 

new offerings. The wider Burrawang 

community has been so generous each year 

with donations for our cake stall and we would 

very much welcome your delicious creations 

again! 

At this yearôs AGM two members of the P&C 

Executive have stepped down from duties, 

including myself as President and Brooke 

Munro as Vice President. Brooke and I both 

have children finishing up in Year 6 this year 

and as is tradition at Burrawang, we are 

stepping down from our roles now to ensure a 

handover period. 

Over the last 5 years it has been an absolute 

privilege to work with the P&C team and all 

Burrawang parents and families in what is such 

an extraordinary school community.  An 

incredibly active, supportive and hard-working 

P&C and parent body has long been a tradition 

at Burrawang, and it has been a pleasure to 

work alongside such wonderful people ï 

parents, the Exec team (past and present) and 

of course our principals and staff. Thank you to 

our current Executive team: Brooke Munro our 

Vice President, Bec Duffy our Treasurer and 

Lucy Mitchell our secretary. All of whom do so 

much in so many ways for the school and 

community. 

Congratulations to the new and returning office 

bearers for the Burrawang P&C: 

President ï Lucy Mitchell 

Vice President ï James Marshall 

Treasurer ï Rebecca Duffy 

Secretary ï Lauren Blom 

I wish this new P&C Executive the very best 

and know that Burrawang School P&C is in 

excellent hands. 

With warmest regards, 

Karon Di Francesco 

We're proud to announce the outstanding 

achievements of several of our students in 

swimming and sports. Arkie and Evelyn have 

showcased their exceptional skills by earning 

spots on the Wingecarribee Hockey Team. 

Moreover, numerous students participated in 

district swimming events, with our girls relay 

team excelling and advancing to the regionals. 

Congratulations to Arkie, Evelyn, Evie, and 

Gabby for their remarkable accomplishments! 

Our dedicated staff members for 2024, 

including Mr. Nathan Vanderwey (Rel. 

Principal), Mrs. Judi Schofield (School 

Administrative Manager), Mrs. Tahnae 

Hindmarch (Assistant Principal, Curriculum, 

Instruction, and Librarian), Mrs. Margy Bevan 

(K-2 teacher), Mrs. Vanessa Robinson (3-6 

teacher), and Mr. Greg Yalg (General 

Assistant), eagerly anticipate another fantastic 

year ahead. 

 

#LoveWhereYouLearn 

Nathan Vanderwey - Rel. Principal 
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Around the Traps (March 2024) 

Let me tell you a story about 4900 tons of 
cabbages, one Kookaburra, two mayors, and 
Don Bradman, who apparently wasn't much of 
a cricketer. But I have jumped ahead of 
myself.  

An old school mate, Mac Elliott, happened to 
mention that his uncle Joe played hockey for 
Australia between 1929 and 1934. Mac 
wondered if Joe was the first Australian men's 
hockey representative from the Southern 
Highlands - our first Kookaburra.  Odd I 
thought because the Southern Highlands 
Hockey Association was only formed in 
1933.  So I contacted former Australian captain 
and hockey historian, Richard Aggiss.  Sure 
enough, the local lad was representative 
number 48 for Australia, playing his first test 
against New Zealand in 1929. It seems after 
finishing his school years, the son of Bowral 
mayor Tom Elliott, and brother of former 
Mittagong Shire president George, won a 
scholarship then wandered off to Sydney 
University, from where he was selected to play 
hockey for Australia.  

Joe was born in 1908, the same year as Don 
Bradman, so it wasn't surprising that they went 
to school together in Bowral.  Fancy having two 
future international sportsmen running around 
the same schoolyard?  In a newspaper piece 
written on his retirement as high school 
headmaster, Joe confessed that when he was 
at school he didn't think Bradman was much of 
a cricketer. "I was proved disastrously wrong," 
he rather guiltily confessed. 

As I dug deeper, another interesting piece of 
local history came up with the worms and this 
is where Burrawang and Wildes Meadow come 
into the story.  You see Joe's dad, Tom Elliott, 
was not only mayor of Bowral, but he was 
known around these parts as the Cabbage 
King, producing truck loads of cabbages for the 
Sydney Markets.  Tom was one of the pioneers 
of cabbage growing around Robertson, 
Burrawang and Wildes Meadow, where the 
industry became huge in the early 
1900s.  Would you believe by 1909 they sent a 
massive 4900 tons of cabbages to the markets 
from out that way.  By the 1930s there were 40 
trucks going to Sydney Markets each 
night.  However cabbage moths were 
becoming a problem.  The farmers were 
drowning them in arsenate, but that only 
seemed to be making the grubs fatter, so they 

decided to hit the cabbages with DDT.  That 
fixed the buggers.  Probably killed a few 
people too, but hey, the cabbages looked good 
at the markets. 

With Tom Elliott being known locally as the 
Cabbage King I wondered about the odds of 
our local community twice electing a cabbage 
grower as mayor, because former 
Wingecarribee mayor, Duncan Gair is in that 
same club. When he was a young bloke, 
Duncan planted acres of cabbages out on their 
Fitzroy Falls family property, then took them off 
to Sydney Markets, where he slept among the 
cockroaches and vegetables before returning 
home next morning. Didnôt know that, did you?  

Oh!  I forgot to mention one another little 
gem.  If you were playing hockey for Australia 
back in Joe Elliottôs days, and it happened to 
be your birthday, then you were made the 
Australian 
captain.  When 
international 
sport was played 
for fun, eh! Gotta 
love it.   

 

Geoff 
Goodfellow 

Your local professional and caring Accounting and 

Advisory team providing all your accountancy and 

business advisory requirements. Including: 

P Tax planning, 

P Estate and succession planning, 

P Financial and management accounting, and 

P BAS and FY end reporting for individuals and 

commercial clients 
  

For a confidential conversation, please contact 

Rebecca Duffy or Joel Goring. 

Rebecca: 0422 174 660 Joel: 0422 452 543 

E: rebecca@goringduffy.com.au or 

joel@goringduffy.com.au 

538 Argyle Street, Moss Vale NSW 2577 

mailto:rebecca@goringduffy.com.au
mailto:joel@goringduffy.com.au
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Scarlettôs Family Store (1990ôs) 

Sydney Morning Herald, 

May 4 1993 

Photo 

The Mercury, 

September 7 1993 

And now,  

from Google Street View 
1986 
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GO NATIVE! Rethinking a garden 

with native plants  

No sooner was the Christmas edition of the 

Burrawang Herald on its way to our esteemed 

editors, Glenda & Steven, and the heavens 

opened. They have kept on opening with 

frequent showers. Recently some hum-dinger 

storms, with all the disruption and damage that 

comes with them have followed. Hopefully you 

came through unscathed. In Bowral I have lost 

two NBN Modem boxes in four months from 

the uncommonly frequent storm cells passing 

through. 

Rainfall thus far in Burrawang has returned to 

right on yearly average, at about 190mm to the 

end of February. So much for my December 

article on preparing for another La Ni¶a 

drought! 

Before Christmas I embarked on the 

restoration and re-imagining of the eastern 

side of our town garden. The area involved is 

adjacent to the Bowral High School playing 

fields. Regrettably every listed weed on the 

Wingecarribee/NSW list keeps on trying to 

migrate into our garden from their grounds. We 

decided to go low maintenance, almost no-dig, 

and as sustainable and plants consistent with 

local native plantings from earlier centuries. In 

restoring it, it I extended some earlier work on 

our southern perimeter. 

In the winter of 2021, amidst the second year 

of heavy rains, I cleared an area of 135 Sq. M, 

covered in blackberry, ivy, honeysuckle, small-

leafed privet trees, (5) clumping bamboo and 

almost every weed grass found in the 

Highlands. The area was the bottom of the 

garden and solid clay, mixed with fallen tree 

stumps, ivy and bamboo roots, old surplus 

house bricks. Sadly, a fair sprinkling of 

asbestos deeper down was found from an 

earlier owner's building work! 15 trailer loads of 

weeds and grass later and a double plastic bag 

of asbestos waste, it was cleared, dug over, 

roots removed and ten tons of premium soil 

added and lightly mixed in to the remaining 

soil, along with some seasoned eucalypt mulch 

from earlier felled dead or borer damaged trees 

from the property. 

The resultant border that was created is at the 

bottom of a long, slow hill that characterises 

the property. I was worried about saturated 

clay preventing growth, with possible plant 

failure. The choice of plants was assisted by Mt 

Murray Nursery in Moss Vale. Landscaping 

was confined to layout design which we did 

ourselves. Small plants would front the borders 

with larger-sized plants behind. If you want to 

have the best chance of plantings succeeding, 

exhibit great patience! Buy smaller pots with 

just first-year growth. Or, for even less money, 

consider tube stock. Small pots will be less 'pot

-bound' (i.e. all the roots going round and 

round the pot, tightly packed in and unlikely to 

spread out, even when teased lightly on the 

side of the root ball.) 
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After three years the tiny 16 or so 20cm 

Westringias have become taller than expected 

at 60-80cm. They require regular tip pruning 

and shaping. I have chosen to go the ball 

shape, rather than a straight hedge. I have two 

low Westringia hedges elsewhere. The middle 

row (which is growing up to 1metre, are 

Phylotheca myoporoides plants (formerly 

known as Eristomen and Wax Flower). They 

come in various varieties, but our favourite is 

Winter Rouge. The fragrance is divine. They 

brighten up that latter part of winter 

considerably. There are also various 

Doryanthes excelsa, better known as Gymea 

Lilies. They have not been vibrant in sodden 

soil. I am trying them again in the new and well 

drained eastern plantings border. There's a 

beautiful Acacia that's thrived on our boundary 

fence, but two more failed completely. The 

beauty of the Acacia is it screens well, looks 

somewhat like a much more expensive flowing 

Japanese Maple and is also available as a 

small, low version, Acacia cognata dwarf, or 

sometimes known as Mini Cog. I also tried 

three Lilly Pillys (Syzgium smithii) as 

replacements for other waterlogged plants; 

alas frost got two of them. If sheltered from 

frost you may well 

succeed. I didn't. I 

also planted too 

late in the autumn. 

Their roots weren't 

well established 

before the soil 

cooled. The hero 

plant for me has 

been Gaudi 

Chowdy Grevillea. 

Four tiny plants 

have provided 

massive ground cover of over 6 metres in area. 

Tip pruning is required every 6 weeks in spring/

summer. Then it's taking off 30-35cm of growth 

to contain it! Come Spring, however, the din 

from pollinating bees is truly epic, as are the 

bright red, iridescent flowers. Hopefully next 

year the first small birds will arrive. 

     This year's initiative was much bigger in 

scale, but with less waste removal. Only three 

privets and one Pittosporum tenuifolium tree, 

along with four trailer loads of weeds. These 

were periwinkle, honeysuckle and ivy, with 

more extensive kikuyu runners this time. 265 

Sq. M is the area involved in a drop of over 1.5 

m. In for a penny, In for a pound. 30 cubic 

metres of premium soil 30cm deep;16 cubic 

metres of leaf mulch of 10-12cm depth, after 

weeks of digging and weeding. Suddenly we 

had an undulating expanse, free of weeds, 

brightly lit by fresh leaf and tree mulch - no 

added extras of asbestos, thankfully. All locally 

sourced from Gubbins Landscaping in Moss 

Vale. Then a selection of 46 plants of 20 

different native varieties, with only four second-

year growth for boundary trees. Wariapendi is 

our nearest native nursery. Towards the 

escarpment Native Grace n Robertson is 

equally knowledgeable and helpful. During our 

digging to clean up the ground weeds we 

unearthed multiple large rocks. Now they 

provide features, giving added texture to the 

space.  

     The maintenance for this new area will be 

much lower, because months of weeding and 

waiting, more weeding, some chemical root 

killers and even more weeding and soil turning, 

means that drainage will be good and the soil 

and mulch will feed the new plants quickly. 


