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December 2023 

Presidents Message 

MERRY CHRISTMAS AND HAPPY NEW 

YEAR  

The Burrawang Wildes Meadow Community 

Association committee would like to take 

this  opportunity to wish all our residents a 

happy and safe Christmas and a very happy 

New Year.   

Please take the opportunity to celebrate the 

season with fellow villagers at the annual 

Christmas  Street Party with Santa on Sunday 

December 10 at 4pm. We are encouraging 

everyone to bring a  gift or food item to put 

under the Giving Tree. We will take these to 

the Council Chambers after the  event to add 

to their tree. Wingecarribee Council are 

sponsoring this event and we look forward 

to  carving some glazed baked hams and 

decorating those pavlovas! This event is fully 

catered but is  BYO.   

Thank you to everyone who attended the 

Community Resilience event at the Burrawang 

Village  Hotel recently and thank you to 

Wingecarribee Council for sponsoring that 

event as well. The goal  of Community 

Resilience is to create 

and strengthen the 

bonds in our small 

community that 

will  serve all of us in 

times of crisis or 

challenge. Working 

together and separately 

to cater to the  needs of 

everyone in the 

Burrawang and Wildes 

Meadow area.   

To that end, we have also been working on the 

updated Burrawang Wildes Meadow 

Grant  process. Application forms and general 

information are available on the Easter 

Markets  Committee webpage or can be 

requested by emailing us at 

bwmcassoc@gmail.com. We are all  very 

happy to be able to offer these small grants to 

the community as a result of the huge 

effort  that goes into the Easter Markets by the 

Easter Market Committee and the many 

community  minded volunteers. Please apply 

for the current round of grants by December 

31st for payment in  the 2024.   

Please also consider registering to volunteer 

mailto:bwmcassoc@gmail.com
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Robert Handley 
0419 243 520       Lic. 110210C 

robertsonelectricalservices.com.au 

 
Underground Power 

Smoke Alarms 
Safety Switches 

Stoves 
Hot Water 
TV Aerials 

Phone & Data 
 

Serving Robertson & District Since 1999 
Bushfire Emergency Information 

If you see smoke and there's no fire truck or 

firefighters, call Triple Zero. 

Bushfire Information Hotline 

For accurate and up-to-date information about 

bushfires contact: 

The Rural Fire Service Bushfire Information 

Hotline 

Telephone: 1800 NSW RFS (1800 679 737) 

Website: www.rfs.nsw.gov.au/fire-information 

Follow your bushfire survival plan and 

remember leaving early is your safest option.  

Fires Near Me App 

Download NSW Rural Fire Service's Fires 

Near Me NSW Mobile App for real time 

updates on Fires in the local area.  

Social Media Updates 

Like NSW Rural Fire Service on Facebook 

Like RFS Southern Highlands Team on 

Facebook 

Follow NSW Rural Fire Service on Twitter 

for the Easter Market in 2024 by 

emailing  burrawangeastermarket@gmail.com. 

Lots of small jobs on the day and leading up to 

the markets  on offer and any time you have 

will be greatly appreciated.   

Your committee will continue to work in the 

background over the summer to deliver our 

projects  and hope you will all support our 

commitment to celebrate our heritage in 

History Week in  September 2024. Our tiny 

village has 14 listed buildings and there is so 

much more to discover  and celebrate.   

Thank you all so much for your support in 2023 

and see you all soon.   

 

Erica Leeming  

President BWMCA  

bwmassoc@gmail.com  

Ross Brumfield 

0419 259 497 
ACN 131 466 414        -        Established 2000                                     

brumfieldross@icloud.com 

¶ Excavator 

¶ Tipper Truck 

¶ Trenching 

¶ Material Haulage 

¶ Roller 

¶ Drives 

¶ Bob Cat /Grader 

¶ Debris Removal 

¶ Water Cart 

¶ Water Delivery 

robertsonelectricalservices.com.au
http://www.rfs.nsw.gov.au/fire-information
https://www.rfs.nsw.gov.au/news-and-media/stay-up-to-date
https://www.rfs.nsw.gov.au/news-and-media/stay-up-to-date
https://www.facebook.com/nswrfs
https://www.facebook.com/RFSSHT/
https://twitter.com/nswrfs
mailto:burrawangeastermarket@gmail.com
mailto:bwmassoc@gmail.com
mailto:brumfieldross@icloud.com
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BURRAWANG EASTER MARKET 

2024  
Easter Saturday, March 30, 2024 

Following an absence of three years, the 2023 

Easter Market returned in all its Autumn glory, 

and we are very much looking forward to 

hosting this time-honoured event in 2024.  The 

Burrawang Easter Market is one of the longest 

running markets in the Southern Highlands.  

Just like the Rabbit in Alice in Wonderland ï 

time is ticking away.  Our traffic plans are being 

sorted with Council and government bodies, 

stallholders are keen to book their stalls (even 

before being asked!) and all those necessary 

amenities are being booked. 

To our Burrawang community, we are grateful 

and thank you for your support and patience for 

this annual fundraising event.  Many voluntary 

groups, not-for-profits and local stallholders 

take the opportunity to raise funds from the 

Market visitors. 

Sponsorship: The Burrawang Easter Market 

Association (BEMA) is now offering 

sponsorship opportunities.  Would you like to 

promote your business or services via BEMA?  

We have sponsorship packages on offer and 

our committee is open to consider any 

proposals or donations.  Please make contact 

with us and weôd be happy to discuss further.  

Email:  burrawangeastermarket@gmail.com 

Stalls: Last year we had around 150 

stallholders.  Returning stallholders are being 

contacted and take priority for the market day 

placements.  Stalls will be available for 

newcomers with priority given to local content 

such as arts and crafts, hand-made goods & 

jewellery, local produce ï which are always in 

high demand.   

Donôt think you have enough for a whole stall 

for the entire day?  Why not share with a friend 

or other locals!  This could be local garden 

produce, home crafts or art work! 

We are offering to link up locals so they can 

share a stall on the day. 

Enquiries: burrawangeastermarket@gmail.com 

Volunteer opportunities.  Congratulations for 

reading this far!.  Hereôs where we start 

grovelling.  We (and every other organisation) 

are always looking for volunteers ï not only on 

the day (which would be great!) but leading up 

to the day and possibly after the event.  The 

more the merrier and itôs definitely a great way 

to meet other locals (and wear hi-viz!) whilst 

telling people ówhere to goô.  If youôre new to 

the village or you just pop in on weekends ï 

THIS the best way to get to know your fellow 

villagers.   

Training and instructions will be provided (we 

are getting better at this!) for all roles and we 

again plan to hold a Volunteer Thank You 

event (once the dust settles). 

Traffic Changes on the day. I wonôt bore you 

with the details now but the traffic plan is on 

our website http://

www.burrawangeastermarket.com and is the 

same as previous Market Days. The Village 

will be open to traffic with only Hoddle and part 

of Crown Street closed.  Street parking on 

Easter Saturday might  be the an issue for 

residents and their visitors but weôll be in touch 

closer to the event. 

Want more information? 

Check out our website:  http://

www.burrawangeastermarket.com 

 

Warm regards 

The Burrawang Easter Market Association 

Committee 

Emails:  burrawangeastermarket@gmail.com 

http://www.burrawangeastermarket.com
http://www.burrawangeastermarket.com
http://www.burrawangeastermarket.com
http://www.burrawangeastermarket.com
mailto:burrawangeastermarket@gmail.com
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Burrawang Rural  

Fire Brigade 

Recent Brigade activity:  

We have been responding to the usual number of motor-vehicle 

accidents and a stepped-up response to any reported grass fires. 

Please drive carefully over the holidays and report any grass fires. 

Brigade members were on standby at the station for a rapid response 

during the very high fire weather days which is likely to go on from time 

to time in the months to come.   

Elizabeth Ellis recently went on deployment to Glen Innes for the 

Tenterfield fires with a great team of Community Field Liaison people to 

provide updated fire information to local residents and check on any 

needs. (Photos on right) And yes, it is a wet weather jacket in the 

second photograph, thankfully. 

Training success:  

Philippa has been doing a fantastic job organising a wide range 

of training opportunities for the Brigade.  An especially valuable 

night was spent with Avoca and Robertson Brigades at the 

Burrawang Station learning how to best support rescue 

operations.  As these require a multiple brigade response it 

was great to be able to practice with our neighbouring 

colleagues.  

Get Ready Weekend:   

We were absolutely delighted to join with over 70 residents for our Get Ready program in 

September.  After a welcome from Philippa and a fire season briefing from Mark, everyone was 

given the opportunity to learn how to do one of many things: 

¶ Put out spot fires 

¶ Put out a BBQ or kitchen fire 

¶ Prepare their house or property 

¶ Select appropriate clothing to face bad weather conditions 

¶ Assess their risks with the Hazards Near Me and Bureau of Meteorology apps. 

We really want to thank all those community members who attended our Get Ready Weekend 

event, those who helped with the set-up, those who prepared the egg and bacon rolls and our 

fabulous members who came along to talk with residents.   
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Donôt forget if you would like a Brigade visit to discuss your personal preparedness or your 

properties, contact Deputy Captain Elizabeth Ellis 0411032712.  Please talk to us ï we really love 

a chat. 

Meet a Member:  Dave Gowans 

Dave Gowans joined the Brigade in early 2020 in response to the Black 

Summer fires.  Those who joined at that time were a real boost to the 

Brigade numbers and none more so than Dave.  Dave has had enormous 

experience with heavy vehicles and soon became a regular driver for us, 

given how frequently he responds and how quickly he gets to the Station for 

a call out.  He also does the mechanical maintenance checks on the trucks 

each month.  Dave said that he enjoys working with the Brigade members 

and itôs a great way to contribute something to the community. He also said 

that the best thing about the RFS is the comradeship and the good friends 

he has made.  When asked about challenges, Dave reckons that he hasnôt 

found any yet.   

Nothing is ever a problem and everything gets done with a smile and a joke.  We certainly 

appreciate his dependability and wide range of capabilities.  Dave will lend a hand where ever its 

needed from a BBQ breakfast to fixing almost anything.  Dave said that there really is something 

for everyone to do in the RFS. 

The BOM app:   

In the last edition of the Herald we talked a lot about the new Hazards 

Near Me app.  There is a weather app that works really well as a 

companion to this app ï the Bureau of Meteorology 

(BOM) app.  

When you know where the nearest fire is, you can 

then check out, hour by hour, all the weather factors 

which may work to send the fire towards or away 

from you.  These are the temperatures, wind speed 

and direction and relative humidity and are given 

throughout the day.  In addition, you can use the 

rain radar to assess the intensity and speed of rain 

and storm events which may come to assist you. 

In the image to the right you can see the FDR for 

the current day and the next day as well.   

Remember, if the wind speed is above 25 km/h, the temperature is above 

20º C and the humidity is less than 25%, it is not a good day to light up on 

your property. 

Permits:   

Donôt forget that permits are now required for any outside burning. Please 

contact Captain Col Munro: 0421 568 754 or Snr Deputy Captain Mark Compton 

0413 446 055.  For notifying Fire Control for when you are actually going to do 

the burn, we now have some really handy business cards with a QR code to 

take you directly to the notification site.  Or go to the RFS notify webpage at 

https://www.rfs.nsw.gov.au/fire-information/BFDP/burn-notifications  

 

mailto:https://www.rfs.nsw.gov.au/fire-information/BFDP/burn-notifications
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Stitch and Bitch 

Knit, Natter and Yarn. 

Every Friday at 9.30am 

Bring along your knitting, crochet, embroidery, 

weaving, tapestry, or anything else and join us for 

the morning. 

All welcome!! 

Contact Cath Ward 0405 151 651   

for more details 

We would like to extend our very warm wishes to our 

Burrawang and Wildes Meadow community     

For a joyous Christmas and  

a safe and happy Holiday Season  

And a huge thank you from the Burrawang Rural Fire 

Brigade for your support throughout 2023  

 

We look forward to joining with the community to celebrate on Sunday Dec 10 

and bringing Santa to the celebrations  

 

If you would like to contact the Brigade there 

are a number of ways: 

¶ Email: brfb@bigpond.com  

¶ Facebook:  Burrawang Fire Brigade 

¶ Ring Elizabeth Ellis Community 

Engagement Officer on 0411032712 

¶ Or come on down on a Wednesday 

evening to the station on Hoddle St, 

opposite the Burrawang General Store 

and Caf®.  Any time after 7pm  

mailto:brfb@bigpond.com
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From  the Highlands Post 8/3/95 
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Burrawang Public School 
2023 has been another exciting year filled with learning opportunities and 

experiences for our students. We have harvested our first bundles of herbs 

and vegetables which were sold to our parents, and we look forward to 

extending this to the wider community in 2024. From spinach to kale and 

beetroot to parsley our little Burra Farmers Market was a hit.  

Our stage 3 ZooSnooz overnight camp was an excellent way to 

start term 4! The students from all our small schools had a great 

time exploring Sydney and visiting the Australian Museum, 

NSW Art Gallery and other various historic and popular sites 

across our scenic city. ZooSnooz provided our students with up close encounters with creatures 

fury, small and scaly, a nighttime safari, getting inside the dingo enclosure to provide enrichment 

for the animals, sleeping inside the outback bush house and a woodland classroom experience. 

Thankfully no lions escaped! See our students reviews of the trip.  

ñZooSnooz was less of a snooze and more of an adventureò ï Alessandro 

ñIt was extraordinarily awesome1ò ï Evelyn D 

ñWe had a wild timeò ï Evie W 

ñI had a roar-some time1ò ï Ruby 

ñWe got to monkey aroundò ï Maddy 

ñIt was great fun exploring our scenic cityò Oscar 
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Advertise in The  

Burrawang Herald 

Every quarter reach over 500 

residents and visitors to our village 

Advertising rates per year 

 

Inside pages 

Banner  

190 x 60mm ~ $550pa 

Double business card 

120 x 90mm ~ $250pa 

Single business card 

90x 50mm ~ $175 

 

Please send your enquiry to 

the.burrawang.herald@gmail.com 

Over weeks 3 and 5 we welcomed our 2024 Kindergarten students into the school for orientation 

and a Teddy Bears picnic. Itôs a joy to see the excitement in our young students as they take their 

first steps in their educational journey. We welcome our newest members to the school 

community with open arms and look forward to nurturing their curiosity and growth. Our Year 2 

students have also been transitioning into the primary classroom ï here is what they have to say.  

ñIôm excited to learn new things with Mrs Robinson our new teacher and my friendsò ï Poppy 

ñI wish I didnôt have to leave the K12 class but Iôm excited to learn new things and have a new 

adventureò ï Elsa 

ñI feel nervous and excited at the same time as Iôve not done Year 3 beforeò ï Willa 

ñItôs nerve wracking and exciting at the same times as we have a new teacher but Iôm really 

looking forward to doing Year 3 mathsò ï Grace 

ñIôm feeling good about learning new things next yearò ï Celeste 

We look forward to celebrating the achievements of our 

students at our Presentation Day later this term which will be 

held at the Burrawang School of Arts. Congratulations to all 

students who will receive awards. A huge thank you also goes 

to our wonderful P&C for all the hard work and fundraising they 

have done this year to allow us to provide our students with a 

variety of extra-curricular activities from MacBeth delivered by 

Bell Shakespeare, attending stage performances, and 

strengthening partnerships with Ngununggula Art Gallery (our 

students artworks are currently on display in their new 

exhibition). Thank you.  

So as the year wraps up, from my family to yours, I wish you all 

a well-deserved break with family and friends. Stay safe, 

healthy and I look forward to working in such a magnificent 

community in 2024. 

 

#LoveWhereYouLearn 

Nathan Vanderwey - Rel. Principal 

mailto:the.burrawang.herald@gmail.com
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Blue Door Trading 

 

Located right behind the General Store 

 

Work wear, gifts, cards, food, treats, scarves, 

books, children clothes, toys and more. 

New and preloved. 

Open 10am to 2.30pm Friday to Sunday.  

@bluedoortrading  

Burrawang P&C News 
 

This year has certainly been a busy one - for 

our children and for the P&C. With all activities 

and events back on the calendar, itôs been 

lovely to see our kids thrive. The P&C has 

been able to support so many activities and 

experiences - too many to list here - but none 

of this is possible without the hard work of all 

our parents and families, whether at 

fundraising events, the everyday or behind the 

scenes work from so many parents, and 

regular P&C meetings to nut out the details and 

the planning. Thank you to everyone for your 

support this year, and particularly to our 

Uniform Coordinator Jane Raithby-Veall, 

Canteen Coordinator Beth Macdonald, and our 

P&C Executive team - Brooke Munro, Rebecca 

Duffy and Lucy Mitchell.  

To our intelligent, kind and passionate Year 6 

students ï Ruby Munro and Madeleine 

Santucci - we wish you both the very best for 

High School and beyond. You will be greatly 

missed!  

We look forward to coming together for the 

Burrawang Christmas Street Party on Sunday 

10 December - the P&C will be selling raffle 

tickets for a very special Christmas Hamper 

again this year which we will draw on the day. 

The hamper will be bursting with gourmet 

Christmas goodies.  

On behalf of the Burrawang School P&C Iôd like 

to wish our School and Village community a 

very happy Christmas and a relaxing holiday 

season. 
 

Karon Di Francesco 

P&C President 

Christmas Crackers 
What do Santaôs little helpers learn at school? The elf-abet. 

How much did Santa pay for his sleigh? Nothing. It was on the house. 

What do you call a snowman with a six-pack? An abdominal snowman. 

What did one snowman say to the other? Do you smell carrots? 

What is the best Christmas present? A broken drum, you just canôt beat it. 

How did the ornament get addicted to Christmas? He was hooked on trees his whole life. 

What are the best Christmas sweaters made from? Fleece Navidad. 

What do reindeers say before they tell you a joke? This oneôs gonna sleigh you! 
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Burrawang Railway Station showing the 

waiting room.  February 1976 

Locomotive No 

3820 at Burrawang 

Railway Station. 

Year unknown  

Burrawang home of the Gardiner family 

pictured in the 1880s  

1947: Winter in Burrawang  Burrawang general store in 1860s  

Burrawang History in Pictures 
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THE BURRAWANG SCHOOL OF ARTS INC 

A surprising number of misconceptions have 

surfaced from time to time about the 

Burrawang School of Arts (BSofA). So, the 

following Q&A addresses a number of the 

more frequent misunderstandings. 

What is the Burrawang School of Arts? 

A number of people have told us they 

thought the BSofA was a school of 

performing arts. Despite the name, it is 

definitely not a school of any kind. It is a 

Community Hall used for a wide range of 

community events and activities. 

So why is it called the School of Arts? 

The BSoA was originally established in 1883 

to provide facilities for self-education of 

manual workers who were then known as 

Artisans (hence School of Arts). It was the 

early beginning of what would eventually 

become TAFE. The School of Arts 

movement originated in Scotland in the mid-

1800ôs and spread throughout the English-

speaking world providing opportunity for 

working people to learn the new skills and 

knowledge of the industrial revolution. 

What did they do at the School of Arts? 

Public lectures were held on many subjects 

including inventions of the day such as 

steam engines and pumps as well as 

science including chemistry and electricity 

and finance, economics and agricultural 

advances such as pest control, new seed 

varieties and fertilisers. Libraries were also 

established in Schools of Arts to give access 

to technical books beyond the budget of 

working people. Debates were held allowing 

public discussion on cultural, philosophical, 

social and political topics of interest. 

 

Schools of Arts often became the hub of 

regional and rural villages and many 

community, social and recreational events 

including dances, fetes, billiards, meetings 

and entertainment became regular features at 

the Burrawang School of Arts over the last 

century and a half. 

Does the BSofA run any Performing Arts 

Educational/School courses or activities? 

No. The BSofA operates almost exclusively as 

a Community Hall these days. The original 

functions of schools of arts in providing 

education and skills training for working 

people progressively transferred over the 

years to the Technical & Further Education 

sector (TAFE) as well as to schools and 

universities and the library and reading room 

facilities transferred to public libraries. The 

community gathering place function of schools 

of arts remain as the primary focus these days 

and the vast majority of BSoA events these 

days are of a cultural, entertainment, social or 

community nature. 

Does the Burrawang School of Arts Belong 

to the Village? 

Sort of!!! The legal owner of BSofA is 

Burrawang School of Arts Incorporated which 

is a not-for-profit association registered with 

the NSW Dept of Fair Trading. BSofA Inc is 

made up of its Members who elect a 

Committee to manage the facility in 

accordance with the Objects and Constitution. 

The registered Objects of BSoA Inc define its 

purpose as to ñact as responsible 

custodiansé.. for the BSoA facilityéfor the 

benefit of the local communityé..ò.  

What benefits does the BSofA provide to 

the community? 

Regular community events are organised by 

BSofA including Meet Your Neighbours 

nights, an Annual Bakeoff, an Annual Ball and 

Trivia Nights as well as concerts featuring 
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Letters to the Editor and Article Contributions 

The Burrawang Herald is a community newspaper and 

we welcome feedback from our readers. Tell us what you 

enjoyed in this edition of the Herald and what you might 

like to see featured in future editions. Articles, comments 

or suggestions should be addressed to: 

The Editor 

the.burrawang.herald@gmail.com 

classical, jazz and popular music entertainers. 

Lunches, morning or afternoon teas are 

programmed with guest speakers on various 

topics of interest. Other local not-for-profit 

associations such as RFS, P&C, local School, 

Hockey Clubs, Community Association, Easter 

Markets Committee are allowed free use of 

the hall for meetings and other events. 

Is the School of Arts Inc a money-making 

organisation? 

The BSofA is strictly Not-for-Profit as a legal 

requirement. This does not mean that the 

BSofA cannot raise funds from events, 

fundraisers, raffles and hiring the hall facilities 

for weddings etc. In fact, to remain 

sustainable, BSofA must raise approximately 

$25-30,000 per year just to cover overheads 

such as insurance, rates, maintenance, 

repairs, pest control etc. Monies received as 

Grants must strictly be spent only on the 

explicit purpose of the grant (eg renovations or 

improvements) and cannot be used to cover 

normal expenses. No individual may receive 

personal financial benefit from the activities of 

the BSoA.  

Burrawang School of Arts Film Night  
 

We will be taking a short summer break in 

December / January, but look forward to 

bringing an eclectic mix 

of recent hit films and 

classics alike when we 

launch the 2024 season 

in February. 

mailto:Letters%20to%20the%20Editor%20and%20Article%20Contributions
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Around the Traps ï June 2023 

ñHow are your tomatoes going, Geoff,ò asked 
an old Wildes Meadow friend, when I met him 
in town the other day. We then talked for the 
next ten minutes about the merits of Grosse 
Lisse, Roma and Black Russians. 

What is it about blokes and tomatoes? Women 
buy tomatoes, cook tomatoes, eat tomatoes 
and many grow tomatoes, but they do it 
quietly.  They don't bang on about tomatoes 
like us blokes. Why is this I wonder? Perhaps 
that ancient folk lore about tomatoes being an 
aphrodisiac keeps men a bit interested. 

Aphrodisiac or not, a tasty tomato from the 
backyard is one of lifeôs delights, isnôt it?  Mind 
you, not so easy for any gardener in the 
Highlands to grow a ripe tomato before 
Christmas. In my case we live in a rather cold 
frosty hollow, so there is no hope.  But each 
year I still try.  I know one bloke near us who 
has tomatoes planted in wine-barrels on 
wheels.  Every night he drags the tubs into the 
garage, then back out next morning.  Thatôs 
keen. 

I am pretty sure tomatoes would be so much 
cheaper to buy in the supermarket than 
cultivate in our backyard.  But I still love 
growing them, despite the money we dish out 
for stakes, plants, fertilizer, manure, snail bait, 
gallons of water, as well as netting them from 
the marauding birds and other pesky 
critters.  Not to mention running out in your 
pyjamas at midnight to cover them because 
you think there may be a late Southern 
Highlands frost. 

A few years ago, locals were having a contest 
at the Berrima Pub to see who could get the 
earliest tomatoes and some of them went to 
great lengths by growing them under glass, 
bringing the young plants inside or planting 
them on warm sunny walls under the 
eaves.  One bloke even took his tomato tub to 
Sydney each day, using the collapsed back 
seat of his car as a sort of mobile hothouse to 
encourage ripening. Brilliant!  

Those of you who have travelled in Europe will 
have seen the delicious tomatoes in their local 
markets. I still fondly remember breakfasts in 
Spain at a little Posada we were staying in with 
its own productive tomato patch ï a thick piece 
of toast covered in luscious chopped tomato, 
basil and garlic with a generous sprinkle of salt 
and a drizzle of olive oil.  So simple, yet an 

absolute treat with a glass of freshly squeezed 
orange juice. 

Which brings me to old Fred, who was a keen 
gardener.  One day the word spread quickly 
down at the Burrawang pub that Fred had 
died.  Apparently the poor old bugger had 
gone out to pick some tomatoes for their lunch, 
had a heart attack and dropped dead right 
there in the middle of the vegetable 
garden.  The next day a friend went to visit his 
widow, Marge. 

ñOh Marge! Iôm so sorry to hear about Fred,ò 
said her friend.  

ñWhat did you do?ò 

ñOpened a can of baked beans instead.ò 

 

Geoff Goodfellow 

Your local professional and caring Accounting and 

Advisory team providing all your accountancy and 

business advisory requirements. Including: 

P Tax planning, 

P Estate and succession planning, 

P Financial and management accounting, and 

P BAS and FY end reporting for individuals and 

commercial clients 
  

For a confidential conversation, please contact 

Rebecca Duffy or Joel Goring. 

Rebecca: 0422 174 660 Joel: 0422 452 543 

E: rebecca@goringduffy.com.au or 

joel@goringduffy.com.au 

538 Argyle Street, Moss Vale NSW 2577 

mailto:rebecca@goringduffy.com.au
mailto:joel@goringduffy.com.au
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Blackberries 

The Biosecurity Team at Council would like 

our help  identifying roadside areas of 

blackberry that they would then come out and 

spray. 

Please send the address and/or a photo to  

Tristan Simpson 

To: Tristan.Simpson@wsc.nsw.gov.au 

Cc: Jillian.McArdle@wsc.nsw.gov.au 

Please put Burrawang Wildes Meadow 

Blackberry Location as the subject line.  

Welcome to óParticipate 

Wingecarribeeô 
Want to participate in decision-making as we 

work together to shape the future of our  Shire? 

Weôve changed-up our óYour Say 

Wingecarribeeô community engagement 

platform  to make it even easier for you to 

contribute your input and ideas to the plans 

weôre making  for our community. Itôs now 

called óParticipate Wingecarribeeô. (https://
participatewingecarribee.wsc.nsw.gov.au/) 

Try it for yourself now! Participate 

Wingecarribee. Weôd love to know what you 

think.  

So much more than just a name change, the 

user friendly improvements weôve made reflect 

our commitment to really hearing what you 

have to say as a valued member of our 

community. Itôs one of the ways weôre working 

to expand on inclusive and accessible 

opportunities for residents to get involved in the 

way their place takes shape.   

Expect a more vibrant, more interactive 

platform with enhanced features designed to 

simplify the whole experience for you.  

If you already have an active account with Your 

Say Wingecarribee, weôll transition 

this  automatically over to our new Participate 

hub for you. Visit Participate Wingecarribee 

now  to see all of our open surveys and 

consultations, and be part of making 

Wingecarribee  Shire an even better place to 

live, work and visit!   

mailto:Tristan.Simpson@wsc.nsw.gov.au,%20Jillian.McArdle@wsc.nsw.gov.au?subject=Burrawang%20Wildes%20Meadow%20Blackberry%20Location
https://participatewingecarribee.wsc.nsw.gov.au/
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Variability of weather & Strange 

Flowering behaviours ï John 

Swainston 
Itôs our ninth summer in the Highlands. I have 

been reflecting on the climatic changes that 

have affected progress in establishing a 

sustainable garden.  We started with a 

generally dry period, but also a significant 

flooding event in April 2015. Then a sustained 

drought until 2019. Three years of El Ni¶o 

followed and now the likely start of a La Ni¶a 

event. Mid-November Burrawang total rainfall 

for the year stands at 518mm vs. 1722mm at 

this time last year. Average rainfall by mid-

November is 720mm. Itôs decidedly dry. 

Soils across the Highlands vary considerably. 

In Bowral to the East, itôs clay; there are much 

richer alluvial soils towards the escarpment in 

Burrawang. Acidity also varies, again affecting 

what will grow. Depending on what shade trees 

you have on your property, whether they are 

evergreen or deciduous, will greatly influence 

the remainder of your garden. This Spring has 

seen some unseasonably early flowering and 

strange behaviours across a variety of plants. 

For example, I had alyssum in full bloom in 

May-September and even stronger now.  

Rhododendrons have struggled with limp 

leaves and reluctant flowers from October 

through to mid-November. With limited rainfall, 

adjacent large pencil pines have drawn all the 

moisture from the well-mulched soil. If you 

have used freshly purchased Eucy mulch as 

your means of weed control and soil 

improvement, check that it hasnôt dried out and 

become biscuity. A gentle raking it over with a 

hoe or a landscaping rake will break it up and 

allow water to soak in, instead of running off. If 

you can, a better solution is Eucy and leaf 

mulch blended, and then left to rot down a bit 

before applying, ideally with some added 

animal manure to encourage worms which 

further aerate the soil. 

Hydrangeas, great lovers of limited sun and 

afternoon shade, have grown enormously 

through Spring, yet promise to be already over 

by Christmas. The almost universal 

Agapanthus, seen along many roadsides, is 

normally a December annual. They have been 

flowering all through winter! Whether we will 

see their lovely white and blue flowers emerge 

for Christmas, perhaps in later summer again, 

remains to be seen. There is nothing showing 

yet! So, whatôs happening? 

Plants have various mechanisms to protect 

themselves from extremes of drought followed 

by periods of órewateringô, in turn followed 

again by drought. Some varieties will go into 

suspense and start to shut down. All plants 

contain Stomata, the sophisticated mechanism 

of control of oxygen, carbon dioxide and the 

process of photosynthesis. Stomata occur in 

leaves and in some plants in the stems of the 

branches. Plants will shed peripheral leaves, 

close off capillary feeds to their extremities and 

start to limit their own size and their canopy or 

leaf cover to the available moisture. 

Temperature and the amount of sunlight 

available for photosynthesis to occur will also 

contribute to adaptation. Too much rain 

compacts soils and cuts off oxygen supplies to 

roots. Root rot can follow. Sustainable gardens 

must take all these factors into consideration. 

Ensuring your garden has well drained, well 

mulched active soils, to even temperature 
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variation or extremes, is essential. Of equal 

importance is a diversity of natural bugs. 

After the great fires of Christmas 2019-2020, 

especially the one in the Morton National Park 

to our south, one of the immediately apparent 

effects was the complete loss of the best 

natural predator of aphids, the bright yellow-

green bugs that devour rose buds. For three 

summers I did not have a single ladybird on my 

roses to eat the aphids. Pest oils were the only 

solution to control aphids on our roses. Well, 

this summer my rose bed has at last been 

revisited by ladybirds. All pest control oils have 

been discontinued. The volume of aphids that 

a ladybird can consume is truly amazing. If you 

see them, welcome them! Do not spray. 

We also planted a cultivated blackberry three 

years ago. (This is NOT the weed blackberry 

which must be eliminated from your garden.) 

Despite a good crop, last year there was a 

general shortage of blossom and therefore 

fewer berries. This year the bees are back and 

have pollinated the blossom for what promises 

to be and even greater crop. This has been 

encouraged by plantings of Hebe bushes next 

to the blackberry, with their bee-attracting 

purple flowers. Much improved ventilation 

resulting from staking branches has also 

improved growth, along with fortnightly 

application of Seasol. 

So, for more sustainable gardens in a 

changing climate and greater weather 

extremes: 

¶ Improve your soils with regular mulching 

to a depth of 8-10cm and vary its 

contents every season, from leaf mulch 

one season to pea-straw the next, to 

Eucy mulch with mushroom blend and 

some compost (to stop óbiscuitingô) and 

back to leaf mulch. 

¶ As itôs likely that this summer will require 

regular watering, look at a drip feed 

system that is set to operate at the start 

and end of day and limit your water bills 

or the rundown of your tank-water. 

¶ Ensure you have a blend of perennials 

and annuals, native by preference, for 

succession colour that encourage bees 

and bird pollination, which will cope with 

wide extremes of too much and too little 

rain as well as variable sun exposure. 

¶ If you are concerned about bugs, observe 

first, learn about the hierarchy of what 

feeds what and balance pest control to a 

natural solution as much as possible. 

¶ Use the winter months when you arenôt 

required to mow, to move plants into 

more appropriate spots, guided by shade 

and sun exposure. If it then gets really hot 

in Summer, provide some shade cloth for 

the most delicate plants so leaf burn does 

not occur or the plant wilts and dies off. 

¶ In light rainfall periods, reduce lawn 

mowing and lift the cut level to leave 

greater grass leaf area, allow more 

photosynthesis and cool soil 

temperatures.  

Despite the many challenges of the extremes 

your garden and you have had to endure in 

recent years, enjoy the fulfilment of what an 

evolving garden delivers to your health, 

wellbeing, and visual joy.  

A Merry Christmas to all in Burrawang from all 

of us at the Highlands Garden Society. 

John 
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Emergency Services 

Police, Ambulance, Fire Brigade 

000 

(106 for people with hearing or 

speech impairment) 

www.triplezero.gov.au 

State Emergency Service (SES) 

132-500 

www.ses.nsw.gov.au 

Bowral Hospital 

(02) 4861-0200 

www.swslhd.nsw.gov.au/bowral 

Bush Fire Information Line 

1800-679-737 

www.rfs.nsw.gov.au 

Poisons Information Hotline 

131-126 

www.chw.edu.au 

DoCS Helpline 

132-111 

www.community.nsw.gov.au 

NSW road closures 

132-701 

www.livetraffic.com 

Wingecarribee Shire Council 

General Enquiries: 

Civic Centre, 68 Elizabeth St Moss 

Vale NSW 2577 

Phone: (02) 4868 0888 

Fax: (02) 4869 1203 

Email: mail@wsc.nsw.gov.au 

JP Services 

If you need a Justice of the 

Peace, we have our own local 

JP in the village.   

Michelle Waters  

0414 918 970 

Mark Mac Millan 

0414 977 886 

Cheeseé... 
Some festive favourites (and a personal note) 

So once again weôre on the run to Christmas. Itôs been a pretty 

bruising year for a lot of people and everyoneôs in need of some 

good holiday cheer. To help you get a little cheesy goodness 

onto your festive table, here are a couple of tried and true 

favourites you might like to indulge in. 

Stilton with Port 

An absolute Christmas classic, this is a great way to finish off 

the meal. Stilton is a lovely, almost cheddarish deep, crumbly 

blue with a great salt balance that makes it a perfect foil to the 

sticky, syrupy sweetness of a proper Port, or other similar drops 

like Pedro Ximenez, Tawny or aged Muscat. For an extra dash 

of decadence, have some good quality dark chocolate nearby 

and replace the cracker with a small piece ï if you havenôt tried 

the chocolate and cheese combo before, youôre in for a real 

treat. 

Brillat-Savarin with Champagne and fresh berries 

This is another never-fail crowd-pleaser and one that can be 

served before the meal, after the meal or even as a standalone 

dessert. Brillat-Savarin, a luscious triple cream cowôs milk 

cheese hailing from Burgundy in France, is soft, creamy, silky 

and delicious. To make a triple cream, producers enrich the milk 

with extra cream to raise the butterfat content, resulting in a 

cheese that tastes like a glorious cross between Brie and 

Cr¯me Fra´che. The buttery mouthfeel and light, milky saltiness 

is perfectly suited to the fresh acidity of Champagne (or your 

favourite sparkling) and what I call óthe laundromat effectô, 

where the bubbles rinse out the mouth leaving you ready to go 

all over again. Served with a scoop of fresh summer berries, a 

compote of the same or just very lightly dusted with icing sugar, 

this is what summer dreams are made of. 

Fromage Blanc with baked peaches 

This one couldnôt be simpler and is such a taste of the season. 

Ripe peaches (or nectarines, if you prefer, or even mangoes) 

are cut into wedges and baked in the oven until caramelising, 

then you can either dollop on some fresh curd cheese and pop 

back in the oven for a bit, or just eat fresh on top. To make it 

even richer, mix the peaches or sprinkle the cheese with brown 

sugar before the second bake and let melt. The almost yoghurty 

tang of the fromage blanc is such a great contrast to the tart 

sweetness of the baked fruit. 

On a slightly different note, if youôll indulge meé As a small 

business in a regional town, we are blessed with a loyal 

community of locals and a decent flow of day-trippers and 
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1. In a standard deck of cards, the Jack, Queen and King all 
show both eyes in what suit? 

2. In which book did four ghosts visit Scrooge? 

3. How many sides does a decagon have? 

4. What year marked the first appearance of Rudolph the 
Red-Nosed Reindeer? 

5. What is ñSheffield Wednesdayò? 

6. Why was paradise paved over, according to Joni 
Mitchellôs ñBig Yellow Taxiò? 

7. In the TV show ñThe Simpsonsò, what grade does Edna 
Krabapple Teach? 

8. Who discovered that moving a magnet generates electric 
current known as electromatic induction? 

9. What is the name of Dr. Seussôs egg-hatching elephant? 

10. How many dots on a die? 

Information & Disclaimer 

This publication is intended to be a 

Village Newsletter for the distribution 

of general information and events, 

not a Broadsheet for political 

comment. Whilst opinions expressed 

do not necessarily represent the 

present Committee of the 

Association, any information 

submitted to the editor which is likely 

to offend or concern a member or a 

resident, will be withheld form 

publication. 

Correspondence in relation to this 

should be addressed to the Editor. 

the.burrawang.herald@gmail.com 

 

holidaymakers. Speaking for Cheese etc., after over six years we feel very much a valued part of 

the commercial fabric of the Highlands. Itôs been a pretty tough year, though. Here I donôt just 

speak for myself; I talk to a lot of business owners and pretty much everyone is feeling it. 

Obviously, our fortunes are tied directly to the fortunes of our customers, many of whose fortunes 

have taken a beating over the last couple of years. Itôs a hard time for many, many people.  

To be crystal clear, this is not a cry of ówoe is meô, nor am I in any way blaming slow days on the 

community. I simply want to make the case, on behalf of businesses all over the Highlands, for 

keeping it local this year when spending your Christmas dollars. If we want to keep the great 

variety of interesting, independent businesses that are part of the Highlandsô charm, we all need 

to support them, in any small way we can. No one is suggesting people owe us trade ï of course 

they donôt. But for many businesses closure is just another bad month away. The 

support of the community will go a long way to keeping them open.  

Merry Christmas and happy holidays to all. 

Hugh Nicholas 

mailto:the.burrawang.herald@gmail.com

