
 

 

 CONTINUING A 140 YEAR TRADITION 

June 2023 

Presidents Message 

As I write this, the village is at its Autumn best 

and it has been lovely to see so many villagers 

and visitors alike taking advantage of our 

beautiful seasonal foliage. In years to come, 

the new plantings that are now complete, will 

even out the streetscape. We have the late 

Queen’s Jubilee Grant scheme and Michelle 

Waters to thank for this addition to the village. 

You will also notice several planter boxes near 

the store and the park. These are courtesy of 

the Council and will brighten the street now 

and have a surprise in store for us come 

September.  

We would also like to thank everyone involved 

with the Waste Warriors project. Thank you 

and please continue to place 10c recyclables 

in the bins at the General Store, the RFS and 

the School of Arts. These are gathered up and 

taken to Unanderra by volunteers and these 

small amounts are valuable contributions to 

our fundraising and of course, the 

environment. We would love to hear from 

anyone who could help out in any way with this 

project.  

The major project we 

are working on at the 

moment is the 

construction of a 

shelter with a water 

tank at the cemetery. 

This will be designed to 

enhance the heritage 

status of the cemetery 

and has long been 

desired by the residents past and present. This 

project will be funded by a combination of grant 

funding and general fundraising.  

When it comes to fundraising, you will notice in 

this issue a notice that the committee will be 

having a Breakfast Fundraiser on Monday 

June, 12th (the Public Holiday Monday). This 

will be outside the General Store but will be a 

BWMCA event. We look forward to seeing you 

there and hope we can continue this on public 

holidays going forward. We trialed this on the 

Easter Market early morning and were able to 

raise enough money to pay for the beautiful 

new Burrawang signs at McGraths Rd and 

Church St. Thank you to Glenda and Steven 

Young for making this event the success it was 
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Open 5 Days 

Closed Tuesday and Wednesday 

8am to 2:30pm 

Follow us on Instagram or Facebook for 

events and daily specials 

02 4886 4496 

Online bookings via bgsc.com.au 

02 48864496 

bgsc.com.au 

 

 

Blue Door Trading 

 

Located right behind the General Store 

 

Work wear, gifts, cards, food, treats, scarves, 

books, children clothes, toys and more. 

New and preloved. 

Open 10am to 2.30pm Thursday to Monday.  

@bluedoortrading  

Your local professional and caring Accounting and 

Advisory team providing all your accountancy and 

business advisory requirements. Including: 

 Tax planning, 

 Estate and succession planning, 

 Financial and management accounting, and 

 BAS and FY end reporting for individuals and 

commercial clients 
  

For a confidential conversation, please contact 

Rebecca Duffy or Joel Goring. 

Rebecca: 0422 174 660 Joel: 0422 452 543 

E: rebecca@goringduffy.com.au or 

joel@goringduffy.com.au 

538 Argyle Street, Moss Vale NSW 2577 

and thank you to Gowan and Son for the signs 

themselves.  

It has been a month since the Easter Markets 

and the feedback has been incredibly positive 

and we would like to thank everyone who 

contributed on the day and of course, in the 

lead up. The BEMA committee did an amazing 

job getting the market back up and running and 

will soon have all the loose ends tied up and 

we can expect a full round up in the next 

Herald. Every stakeholder group in the village 

was able to take advantage of the hard work 

involved in bringing so many visitors to the 

village.  

Lastly, the BWMCA AGM, is scheduled for 

Sunday, July 2nd at 2pm at the School of Arts 

with a community afternoon tea to follow. We 

would like everyone to use the form in this 

edition of the Herald to join the Association and 

to also consider nominating to be on the 

Committee. When nominating, please note that 

we need active committee members who have 

the time and skills to help us execute our 

modest yet important projects to enhance the 

village and its environs.  

Thank you all in advance for your support,  

Erica Leeming  

President BWMCA  

bwmassoc@gmail.com  

bgsc.com.au
bgsc.com.au
mailto:rebecca@goringduffy.com.au
mailto:joel@goringduffy.com.au
mailto:bwmassoc@gmail.com
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Around the Traps – June 2023 

Remember the day when Belmore Falls made 
the headlines – the famous Humphries case.  
No, I don’t either, it was way back in November 
1929.  But let me tell you the story - a terrific 
story from another era when people had illicit 
stills tucked away in the bush to make spirits, 
in those olden days before we had a bottle 
shop on every corner. 

“It’s all up Tom, the police are here,” greeted 
Thomas Humphries and his brother Edward as 
they worked at their illicit still in a misty little 
gully out Belmore Falls way, one quiet Sunday 
afternoon ninety odd years ago. 

Old Thomas and Edward had just fallen victims 
of a clever police trap set by Constable Byrne 
and a bunch of plainclothes policemen from 
Moss Vale, after successfully eluding them for 
years. 

“Bring the entire strength of your station in 
plain clothes and with full appointments,” urged 
a message, conveyed over the telephone line 
from Robertson to Moss Vale, according to a 
report in the Moss Vale Post of the day. 

So, the contingent of police, led by constable 
Byrne hurried off from Robertson towards 
Belmore Falls, then wandered deep into the 
bush near Yeola to catch the poor old 
Humphries brothers in the act of distilling spirit. 

On reaching their hideaway the constable 
asked Humphries if he owned the still. 

“Yes,” replied Thomas, “Worse luck we do.  If 
you overlook it this time we will throw it over 
the cliff.  What we make we do not sell, but 
keep for our own use”. 

“What do you carry a shotgun for then?” asked 
the policeman. 

“I carry it in order to shoot snakes.” 

A month or so after their arrest, the Post 
reported on the eagerly awaited court case, 
writing that; “The residents of the attractive 
mountain resort of Robertson were moved to a 
high pitch of excitement as the day approached 
for the trial of Thomas and Edward Humphries 
on three charges; "viz (i). having in possession 
illicit spirits, namely rum, (ii) having in 
possession an illicit still and (iii). making illicit 
spirits." 

The reporter went on to say that “a dense pall 
of mist enshrouded the surroundings” and that 

there was “standing room only in the Court 
House” as Mr.M.E.Soane PM took his place on 
the Bench. 

Addressing the Bench, Mr Bennington Haille 
Paine explained that the accused were 
brothers aged 74 and 64 respectively, who had 
never been before a court in their life and were 
living with their mother, who was 103. 

A customs inspector then described the up-to-
date distilling plant with brick fireplaces, 
distilling copper and demi-johns scattered 
about, before going on to advise that an 
analysis had determined the rum to be 26.5% 
proof. 

They were fined one hundred and fifty pounds, 
so the lads emptied their pockets and gave the 
magistrate one hundred and eight pounds 
fifteen shillings, promising to pay the balance 
the next day.  And so ended the case of the 
Humphries brothers and their illicit moonshine 
business at Belmore Falls. 

 

Geoff Goodfellow 

Letters to the Editor and Article Contributions 

The Burrawang Herald is a community newspaper and 

we welcome feedback from our readers. Tell us what you 

enjoyed in this edition of the Herald and what you might 

like to see featured in future editions. Articles, comments 

or suggestions should be addressed to: 

The Editor 

the.burrawang.herald@gmail.com 

mailto:Letters%20to%20the%20Editor%20and%20Article%20Contributions
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Burrawang Rural  

Fire Brigade 

Winter fire danger 

The winter months always bring fire danger 

closer to home and in fact right into the home.  

Many of these fires can be prevented with 

some simple fire safety measures particularly 

with open fires.  As an example, wood should 

not be stored near open fires and fire guards 

should be used to protect carpets etc from 

flying sparks and rolling logs from unattended 

fires.  It is always a good idea to have 

chimneys and flues regularly cleaned to 

prevent a build-up of ash and resin which can 

catch fire and spread into the roof cavity. 

To avoid electrical fires, check that your 

electrical appliances don’t have frayed cords 

and don’t overload double adapters and power 

boards.  Turn electric blankets off when not 

needed and they should also be checked each 

year for any damage, frayed cords etc.  Most 

importantly, change the batteries in all smoke 

alarms and ensure you have enough of these 

properly placed in your home. Use the dates for 

changing to and from daylight saving as the 

weekend to change their batteries.  Smoke 

alarms save lives. 

If you are conducting pile burns over winter, 

there is still an obligation to notify the RFS and 

neighbours (all at least 24 hours before the 

planned burn) and to remain at the pile burn 

and supervise it 

until it is 

extinguished.  You 

can still pick up one 

of these handy 

cards which provide 

you with a QR code 

for the notification, 

from the RFS green 

letterbox at the Fire 

Station at 2 Hoddle 

St, Burrawang.   

Call triple zero (000) if you see any 

unattended fire or need any help in a fire 

emergency. Please, if it’s your pile burn that 

gets away, don’t be embarrassed, still call for 

help sooner rather than later.  It might be your 

house that goes up in flames with a sudden 

wind change.  

Meet a member  
John Elvy has been with Burrawang Brigade 

for over 2 years now and joined because he 

has a lot of respect for the RFS and the job it 

does.  Also, he would like to be able to give 

back to the community in some way.  

Joining the Brigade more than met his 

expectations as the Brigade gave him a very 

welcoming reception.  Despite his age, he has 

never felt any restrictions on what was 

expected of him and he sees that everyone 

works to their own capacity. In addition, there 

have been many opportunities to learn about 

procedures and protocols.   

However, one of the best outcomes has been 

the friendships with members. As a volunteer 

working group, it has become very much a 

family affair and he has been treated as such, 

and everyone looks after each other.  John has 

been very impressed that an important 

message has always been clear that families 

come first and brigade obligations are not 

more important than family.   

Generally speaking, rank and experience 

within the Brigade are not shoved down your 

throat, but John understands that on the fire-

line it is very important.  If anyone was 

considering joining, John would encourage 

them but, to be prepared to commit time.  You 

will learn with others and there are 

opportunities to go on courses and develop 

skills.  It’s a great community service and will 

give you great satisfaction that you are helping 

those in need. 

Thank you, John Elvy, for joining and 

contributing as frequently as you do. 

Training 

Training generally has continued on at a 
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steady pace, however the multi-brigade grass 

fires exercise was a recent highlight.  We 

enjoyed working with our neighbouring 

brigades, Robertson and Avoca, as well as 

having NSW Fire and Rescue crews with us.  

Grass fires are our main concern for the 

coming fire season and even over the winter if 

it is dry, so it was a timely exercise.  A huge 

thank you to Tom and Nicci Brigstocke for their 

cooperation and assistance by inviting us to 

conduct this exercise on their lovely property in 

Avoca.   

Between now and August we will have a major 

focus on new member training with 7 or 8 

people lined up to train to join in various roles.  

Not too late to join in, as long as you are 

prepared to commit some time to both training 

and coming along when you can.  Thank you to 

those that have committed.   

Burrawang Brigade and the Easter 

Markets 

Our Brigade had a great day at the Easter 

Markets this year.  We had heaps of fun for 

kids at the station, hosing and climbing all over 

the fire truck.  Little Bernie, the toddlers’ truck, 

was back again to the delight of the little ones.  

In the station, we had some critical but fun, 

learning activities to run young people through, 

such as managing a Triple Zero call, getting 

down low and going through a smoke house 

and learning to stop, drop, cover and roll if their 

clothes were on fire.  Try these at home. 

At the top of the driveway, we were talking to 

people about the new Fire Danger Ratings 

and what they meant, how to find out where 

they are, the new Hazards Near Me app 

which replaces Fires Near Me and the 

dangers of grass fires for the rest of the fire 

season.   

Weren’t we lucky with the weather! And didn’t 
the village look gorgeous! 

 

The Robertson Potato Festival 

To complement our much needed fundraising 

efforts at the Easter Markets, the Burrawang 

Brigade assisted with parking at the 

Robertson Potato Festival on 6/7 May which 

is always a fun day for us and the Festival 

goers.  

Keep in touch 

Please stay in touch for advice and news 
especially through our Facebook page which 
has regular postings of interest and 
importance:  

• Email: brfb@bigpond.com  
• Facebook:  Burrawang Fire Brigade 
• Ring Elizabeth Ellis Community 

Engagement Officer on 0411032712 
• Or come on down on a Wednesday 

evening to the station on Hoddle St, 
opposite the Burrawang General Store 
and Café.  Any time after 7pm (usually).  

Action 
stations 

Fantastic effort 
from the whole 
brigade!  

mailto:brfb@bigpond.com
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 The Burrawang School of Arts Inc. 

It’s June already, the month of the winter 

solstice and the shortest day and we have 

already had snow! It’s definitely time to batten 

down the hatches, bring in the wood and start 

making mulled wine and hearty casseroles. 

Easter Markets 

On Easter Saturday and after a three-year 

hiatus, The Burrawang Easter Market 

welcomed thousands of eager visitors to the 

village.  Despite the gap since the last market 

due to bushfires, Covid and floods, the 

Burrawang Easter Market Association with 

the help of an enthusiastic army of volunteers 

made the day a huge success.  Twelve stalls 

were located in the main hall of the School of 

Arts and we have to thank those special 

BSoA “Friends” who assisted with stall-holder 

needs and maintained our toilet facilities 

throughout this very busy day. 

Bake Off 

The Burrawang Bake Off on Saturday 22 

April was another huge success.  Natasha 

Morley and Merrilyn Deebs (Urban Tribe in 

Robertson and Deeb’s Café and Patisserie in 

Springett’s Arcade in Bowral) judged the 

many categories, commented on the high 

standard of entries and gave warm feedback 

to the winners. 

It was lovely to see our mini bakers 

beautifully represented in the Kids Only – Any 

Cake category won by Poppy Hill with her 

Lemon Drizzle Cake and Runner-up 

Madeleine Santucci’s Chocolate and Orange 

Cake followed by Elsa Nicholas, Highly 

Commended for her Chocolate Cake. 

Other winning entries were: 

Chocolate Cake category: Winner – Freya 

Clement for her Raspberry Chocolate Cake. 

Runner-Up: Poosie Amory’s Devils Delight 

and Michael Malloy’s 4 Layer Chocolate Cake 

was Highly Commended. 

Cheese Cake category:  Winner Marian 

Shanahan for her Berry Cheesecake. 

Plate of Scones category:  Winner – Poss 

Keech. 

Slice category:  Winner – Jenny Bennell’s 

Plum and Almond Crumble Slice, Runner-up 

Christine Richards; Apricot and Oat Slice and 

Highly Commended, Anne Ramsay’s Lemon 

Bars. 

Men Only category: Winner Andrew Noakes’ 

Chocolate Lump Cake, Runner-Up James 

Salmond’s Gluten Free Apple Cake and 

Highly Commended, Michael Malloy’s Confetti 

Cake. 

Open Cake category:  Winner – Eilish 

Maloney for her Quince and Lemon Thyme 

Cake, Runner-Up Joanna Price’s “La Rustica” 

and Highly commended, Jenny Bennell’s 

Hummingbird Cake. 

Afternoon tea with enthusiastic cake sampling 

was enjoyed by more than a hundred locals 

who gathered to applaud the winners and 

appreciate all the hard work of the entrants.  

Only in its second year, it seems obvious that 

the Burrawang Bake Off is set to become a 

popular regular event.  Thanks to all those 

willing hands who helped to set up and clean 

up. 

Anzac Day Commemoration 

A beautiful sunny morning saw approximately 

120 villagers gather for the very moving 

ANZAC Day Flag Raising ceremony at the 

cenotaph on 25 April, followed by the main 

service held at the Robertson School of Arts. 

Coronation Long Lunch 

The Coronation Long Lunch proved to be the 

place to be on Sunday 7 May. 

With the hall dressed to the nines in red, white 

and blue, about 80 villagers gathered with 

their picnics to celebrate this historic event.  

King Chuck’s veggie quiches and Queen 

Lizzie’s Coronation Chicken were the 

favoured offerings and there was the usual 

gossipy vibe we have come to love and enjoy.  

Heaters were hired and proved very effective 
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on what was forecast to be a very chilly 

autumn day. 

The Crown Decorating competition was hard 

fought with master jeweller Rob Gardiner’s 

“real jewels” and John Joris’ super-jewelled 

and “crowned” table.  Toby Hansen’s 3D-

printed crown reportedly took 17 hours to 

make but the winner of the commemorative 

tea towel donated by Rebecca Reid and 

designed by her sister in England, was 

James Salmond's witty entry made from 

scratch and “bejewelled” with foil wrapped 

chocolates. Highlights of the Westminster 

Abbey Service and the procession were 

screened during lunch and republicans and 

monarchists stood side by side to sing “God 

Save the King.     

Page 7 of the Weekend Australian sported 

the delightful photo of Amanda Menogue and 

our very own Poss Keech preparing 

coronation quiches.  Highlife Magazine took 

photos and Poss and Mark were interviewed 

on radio several times before the event.   

Improvement Project Up Date 

The BSoA Projects subcommittee has been 

busily working with engineers and other 

consultants to ensure the plans for hall 

improvements funded by the generous 

Create NSW grant, are sound, affordable and 

compliant with the myriad regulatory 

requirements.  The process has been more 

time consuming than hoped for, but the 

Committee is confident that the time invested 

will pay dividends.  

Commencement of construction work on the 

improvement project is still many months 

away, allowing for finalisation of plans and 

documentation, council approval, calling of 

tenders and engagement of contractors.  As 

a result, various events in the hall have been 

cautiously scheduled for the immediate short 

term.  However, uncertainty of the exact time 

frame for construction commencement and 

duration has limited our ability to schedule 

many events in the medium and longer term. 

Similarly, the temporary absence of heating 

in the Main Hall has limited planning of 

events during the colder months, particularly 

at night.  The Main Hall was previously 

heated by a 14-year-old gas fired furnace 

with ducted outlets in the old hall floor.  

Although very effective over its lifetime to 

date, the system was not re-installed under 

the beautiful new floor because of the 

planned replacement by reverse cycle air 

conditioning supported by rooftop solar 

energy which will be installed with the new 

improvement works. 

In the meantime, events such as the annual 

ball, normally held on the June long weekend 

each year will probably not go ahead this 

year, and certain other events will be 

arranged at alternate venues with heating.   

Film Nights 

This popular monthly event will continue to 

be held in the Middle Hall on the last Friday 

of every month.  With the fire blazing, the 

under-carpet heating and a glass of wine and 

an ice-cream, do join us for this popular 

night. 

Burrawang Village Website 

Details and tickets for all BSoA events will be 

advertised on the What’s On Page on the 

Burrawang Village Website. 

Become a member of the BSoA 

The Committee welcomes new residents to 

Burrawang and Wildes Meadow and 

encourages membership of the BSoA.  

Perhaps you may like to be a volunteer to 

assist us preparing for events; if so, consider 

becoming a “Friend of the BSoA”.  Contact 

our Secretary Christine at 

secretary@bsoa.com.au  

To all our readers – stay well and keep safe. 

Caro Boyd 

Committee Member 

Burrawang School of Arts 

mailto:secretary@bsoa.com.au
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Robert Handley 
0419 243 520       Lic. 110210C 

 

robertsonelectricalservices.com.au 

 

Underground Power 
Smoke Alarms 

Safety Switches 
Stoves 

Hot Water 
TV Aerials 

Phone & Data 

 

Serving Robertson & District Since 1999 

Burrawang Early Settlers 
Two of the early settlers in the area were John and 

Elizabeth McGrath. They made their way, on foot, 

from Jamberoo to the locality of Burrawang in 1862. 

The first son, Frank, was born on the 17th of March, 

1862 two months after their arrival. He was their 

second child,  the first was Mary. 

John and Elizabeth were married before the end of 

1858 in Kiama. John decided he would take 

advantage of the Robinson Land Act which opened up 

the country for free settlers. So they set out to follow 

the trail blade by surveyor Robert Hoodle in 1830. At 

the end of their tiring journey they built a Bark lean-to 

near John Hanrahan and Peter White. Later they were 

joined by the Wilsons, Gilroys, Synotts, Creightons 

and the Humphries. So the village of Burrawang was 

born. 

The Village got it's name from the Burrawang (palm) 

with grew in profusion. Burrawang is supposed to be 

the Aboriginal name for “place of love” 

John and Elizabeth are buried in the graveyard of St 

Peter's Catholic Church. 

robertsonelectricalservices.com.au


9 

Burrawang Herald News                                                                                     June 2023 

The Mobile Library 
 

Comes to you at Burrawang Village every 

second Thursday. 

You can borrow from the mobile library, or you 

can request your items online at 

www.library.wsc.nsw.gov.au and select  

‘Mobile Library’ as your pick-up location.  

Enjoy new releases, fiction, non- fiction, large 

print, audio books, DVD’s, magazines, 

children’s and young adults.  

2023 Mobile Library Schedule 

11.30 am – 12.30 pm 

 

Come and visit Clare on the main street near 

the pub. 

Phone: 0417 699 641 

June 8, 22 

July 6, 20 

August 3, 17, 31 

September 14, 28 

October 12, 26 

November 9, 23 

December 7, 21 

Storytime 
Baby Rhymetime 0-2 years  

Do you have a new baby? Come and have 

some fun at Baby Rhymetime with stories, 

songs and music at Bowral Library's Henrietta 

Rose Room. It's free and meets Wednesdays 

at 10.30am during school term.   No need to 

book. 

Contact Bowral Library for more information. 

Pre-School Storytime 3-6 years 

Join us at the Library for stories and craft. It's 

free and lots of fun.  No need to book. 

Bowral Library Friday at 11am 

Mittagong Library Thursday at 11am 

Moss Vale Library Thursday at 11am 

Stitch and Bitch 

Knit, Natter and Yarn. 

Every Friday at 9.30am 

Upstairs in the Burrawang General Store Cafe. 

Bring along your knitting, crochet, embroidery, 

weaving, tapestry, or anything else and join us for 

the morning. 

All welcome!! 

Contact Glenda Young 0407 009137  

for more details 

http://www.library.wsc.nsw.gov.au
mailto:http://www.library.wsc.nsw.gov.au/your-library/our-libraries
mailto:http://www.library.wsc.nsw.gov.au/your-library/our-libraries
mailto:http://www.library.wsc.nsw.gov.au/contact-us
mailto:http://www.library.wsc.nsw.gov.au/contact-us
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BWMCA AGM NOTICE 
The Burrawang and Wildes 

Meadow Community 

Association Inc.  

will hold the Annual General 

Meeting on Sunday 2nd July 

2023 at 2:00pm 

 at the Burrawang School of 

Arts  

All residents are encouraged 

to come and hear about all 

the hard work the committee 

has undertaken this year. 

Membership of $20 can be 

paid in cash on the day or by 

direct debit 

BSB 062-511 

Account 1035 3380 

Afternoon tea will be 

provided. 

If you would like to nominate 

to be a part of the committee 

please contact 

BWMCAssoc@gmail.com 

Reducing Wood Smoke During Winter 
To both stay warm and breathe easy during the cooler weather 

it's important to use your wood heater as efficiently as possible. 

Wood smoke contains a number of noxious gases (including 

carbon monoxide, oxides of nitrogen, and a range of organic 

compounds, some of which are toxic or carcinogenic) and fine 

particles, which go deep into the lungs. 

If you can see or smell smoke from your wood heater then you 

are causing a problem for yourself, your family, your 

neighbours, and our natural environment. Air pollution from 

your wood heater can affect other members of your household 

and community, especially young children and people with 

breathing issues.  

Not only is a smoking fire wasting your money, but the air 

pollution it causes can also affect our health. That's why we 

need to change the way we use our heaters to ensure 

responsible wood heater use and heater maintenance to 

reduce wood smoke pollution and potential health impacts. 

Contribution of wood smoke to air particle pollution 

Wood smoke is a significant source of particle pollution, which 

can often be seen as a brown atmospheric haze on still, cool, 

winter mornings. 

According to the NSW Environment Protection Authority (EPA), 

domestic solid fuel combustion contributes 28 per cent and 47 

per cent of annual PM10 and PM2.5 particle pollution in the 

Sydney region, respectively. The contribution of wood smoke is 

highest in July, making up 57 per cent and 75 per cent of 

monthly PM10 and PM2.5 particle pollution, respectively. 

Tips to help run your wood heater hotter and cleaner 

• Give your wood heater and flue an annual clean. A chimney sweep service can do this for 

you (reduces smoke and risk of chimney fires). Search chimney cleaners or chimney 

sweeps on the Internet. The Home Heating Association of Australia has a list of services by 

location. 

• Keep wood dry by storing it under cover in a shed, garage or even under a tarp at a pinch. 

• Get good dry hardwood from a reputable supplier to ensure it is good quality.   

• Only burn unpainted, untreated hardwood in your heater. 

• Don’t burn rubbish as it could become toxic smoke. 

• Keep your fire burning bright – check out your chimney 

from time to time. If you see smoke coming from the 

chimney, open the flue up to allow more air into the 

firebox. 

• Avoid letting your wood heater smoulder – that creates 

more smoke going up the chimney.  

mailto:BWMCAssoc@gmail.com
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How to operate your wood heater 

effectively 

• Use plenty of kindling to get your fire 

started and heated up quickly with the air 

intake wide open for maximum air flow 

around the fire. 

• Add small pieces of wood then gradually 

build up to larger pieces as the fire 

becomes more established. 

• Keep enough air circulating to maintain a 

flame so don’t overload the firebox. Don’t 

let the fire reduce to a smoulder as this 

creates more smoke. 

• 5 minutes before putting more fuel on the 

fire open up the air intake, and then 

reload the fire and leave the air intake 

open for another 20 minutes. 

• Chimneys tend to smoke for up to 10 

minutes when the fire is first lit, when 

done correctly and with the right sort of 

hardwood. If it smokes for longer after 

startup, or for more than a minute after 

reloading fuel, there is something wrong 

with your wood or the operating method 

and this needs to be corrected. 

• Keep your chimney clean. To reduce the 

build-up of soot and creosote, burn the 

fire fast for 1-2 hours every day the fire is 

lit. 

Taking care of your firewood 

• Keep your firewood in a dry, well 

ventilated area. 

• Fresh cut wood needs to be stored for 8-

12 months before it should be used. 

• Check the dryness of your wood by 

banging two pieces together – wet wood 

makes a dull sound, dry wood makes a 

sharp resonant sound. 

• Green or unseasoned wood causes more 

smoke as it has up to 50 per cent water 

content. Don’t use it in a wood heater as 

it can be dangerous to breathe.   

• Treated pine wood, painted wood and 

coal or coke all have toxins that are 

released into our air when burned. Don’t 

use them in a wood heater. 

Information found at https://

www.wsc.nsw.gov.au/ “Reducing Wood Smoke 

During Winter” 

The ultimate chilli con carne 
Ingredients 

1.5kg beef chuck or 

brisket, cut into 

3cm pieces 

pinch or more of 

cayenne or ancho 

chilli powder 

2 tbsp plain flour, seasoned 

4 tbsp vegetable oil 

2 onions, chopped 

3 garlic cloves, grated 

400g canned tomatoes, chopped 

2 tbsp tomato paste 

1 tbsp chipotle in adobo, finely chopped (with 

sauce) 

1 tbsp ground cumin 

1 tbsp dried oregano 

1 tbsp ground cinnamon 

1 litre beef or vegetable stock 

400g canned red kidney beans, rinsed 

400g canned borlotti beans, rinsed 

1 tbsp unsweetened cocoa powder 

coriander sprigs and steamed rice for serving 

 

Method 

1. Heat the oven to 160C. Toss the beef in 

flour seasoned with cayenne pepper, salt and 

pepper. Heat two tablespoons of oil in a heavy 

frypan and brown half the meat until lightly 

tanned, then transfer to a heavy casserole. 

Add one tablespoon of oil to the frypan and 

repeat with remaining beef. 

2. Add remaining one tablespoon of oil to the 

frypan and cook the onion for five minutes until 

softened, adding garlic towards the end. Add 

tomatoes, tomato paste, chipotle in adobo, 

cumin, oregano and cinnamon, stirring. Add 

the stock and heat to a simmer. 

3. Combine with the beef in the casserole 

dish. Cover and cook in the oven for 2½ 

hours, stirring once or twice after the first hour. 

4. Add both types of beans and cocoa powder, 

stir through, and simmer, uncovered, for 30 

minutes or more until meat is tender and 

sauce is thickened. Taste for salt, pepper and 

chilli, and serve with coriander and steamed 

rice. 
 

From: https://www.smh.com.au/goodfood/recipes/the-

ultimate-chilli-con-carne-20190702-h1fvsr.html 

https://www.wsc.nsw.gov.au/environment/environmental-management/environmental-pollution/reducing-wood-smoke-during-winter?utm_source=yourshire&utm_medium=email
https://www.wsc.nsw.gov.au/environment/environmental-management/environmental-pollution/reducing-wood-smoke-during-winter?utm_source=yourshire&utm_medium=email
https://www.smh.com.au/goodfood/recipes/the-ultimate-chilli-con-carne-20190702-h1fvsr.html
https://www.smh.com.au/goodfood/recipes/the-ultimate-chilli-con-carne-20190702-h1fvsr.html
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20th Year of the Annual Burrawang to 

Bonville Golf Trip 
The 20th edition of the 

highly anticipated 

Burrawang to Bonville 

Golf Trip came to a 

thrilling conclusion, as 

Tony Henderson and 

Paul Touma emerged 

as the victors in their 

respective categories. 

This prestigious golf 

event, attracting avid 

players from the 

Southern Highlands, Canberra, Kiama, and 

Sydney, once again showcased the pinnacle of 

skill, camaraderie, and sportsmanship. 

In an exhilarating battle that pushed the limits 

of their abilities, 19 golfers gathered at the 

scenic Bonville course for the annual 

Burrawang Tour, treating the spectators to a 

remarkable display of talent. The event 

spanned three days, with each participant 

vying for glory, etching their name in the 

annals of this illustrious tournament. 

The prestigious Automotive Services Trophy, 

awarded to the player who demonstrated 

exceptional skill and determination throughout 

the competition, found its rightful place in the 

hands of Tony Henderson. Henderson's 

relentless pursuit of perfection and unwavering 

focus propelled him to the top, leaving a trail of 

awe-inspiring shots in his wake. With each 

swing, he showcased his mastery of the sport, 

earning the admiration of fellow golf 

enthusiasts. Not to be overshadowed, Dave 

Shirlow emerged as the runner-up in the 

Automotive Services Trophy category, leaving 

an indelible mark on the tournament. Shirlow's 

performance was nothing short of remarkable, 

captivating the crowd with his precision and 

tenacity. His efforts serve as a testament to the 

level of talent displayed by the participants in 

this highly competitive event. 

The Burrawang Tour 

Cup, spanning three 

captivating days of 

golf, proved to be a 

hotly contested affair. 

In the end, it was Paul 

Touma who clinched 

the coveted title, 

leaving no doubt about 

his exceptional 

abilities. Touma's 

mastery of the game, 

coupled with his 

unrivaled consistency, 

made him a force to be 
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Emergency Services 

Police, Ambulance, Fire Brigade 

000 

(106 for people with hearing or 

speech impairment) 

www.triplezero.gov.au 

State Emergency Service (SES) 

132-500 

www.ses.nsw.gov.au 

Bowral Hospital 

(02) 4861-0200 

www.swslhd.nsw.gov.au/bowral 

Bush Fire Information Line 

1800-679-737 

www.rfs.nsw.gov.au 

Poisons Information Hotline 

131-126 

www.chw.edu.au 

DoCS Helpline 

132-111 

www.community.nsw.gov.au 

NSW road closures 

132-701 

www.livetraffic.com 

Wingecarribee Shire Council 

General Enquiries: 

Civic Centre, 68 Elizabeth St Moss 

Vale NSW 2577 

Phone: (02) 4868 0888 

Fax: (02) 4869 1203 

Email: mail@wsc.nsw.gov.au 

reckoned with throughout the tournament. Peter Jensen, 

displaying extraordinary determination and skill, claimed the 

runner-up position in the Burrawang Tour Cup. Jensen's 

impressive performance added to the excitement and intensity 

of the competition, creating an enthralling spectacle for all in 

attendance. Beyond the extraordinary feats achieved by 

Henderson, Shirlow, Touma, and Jensen, this annual 

pilgrimage of golf enthusiasts offered so much more. From the 

meticulously designed courses to the top-notch facilities, the 

players were treated to an unforgettable experience. The staff, 

with their unwavering dedication and impeccable attention to 

detail, ensured that every participant felt valued and cherished 

throughout the event. Let us raise our glasses to Tony 

Henderson, Dave Shirlow, Paul Touma, Peter Jensen, and all 

the participants who made the 

20th edition of the Burrawang 

to Bonville Golf Trip an 

unforgettable journey of 

sportsmanship and 

excellence. 

Previous Winners 

Mike Bolton x 6 

Wayne Sharpe x 4 

Warren Baker x 3 

Bob Penrose x 2 

Paul Touma x 2 

Nicholas Aboud 

John Mauger 

John Symons 

JP Services 

If you need a Justice of the 

Peace, we have our own local 

JP in the village.   

Please contact  

Michelle Waters  

0414 918 970 
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Charlotte Atkinson lived in the Southern 

Highlands in the 1800s. She was Australia’s 

first published children’s book writer, she was 

an educator and she fought tirelessly through 

the courts to retain custody of her children after 

fleeing a drunken and abusive husband, 

setting a legal precedent for future generations 

of women both in Australia and the UK. And 

yet this remarkable woman is little known.  

 

Charlottte was born into an aristocratic family 

in England and was well educated.  When her 

family hit upon bad times Charlotte trained as a 

governess and in 1826 she accepted a position 

as governess to the Macarthur family in the 

colony of NSW. 

 

On the long and dangerous journey to 

Australia Charlotte met agriculturalist, James 

Atkinson. They fell in love and were engaged 

to be married. Charlotte worked out her one 

year contract with the Macarthurs and then 

moved to Sutton Forest in the Southern 

Highlands where 

James built a beautiful, Georgian home, 

Oldbury House, for her as a wedding present. 

 

Tragically, James died just 6 years later, 

leaving Charlotte with 4 young children and a 

vast estate to manage. After James’ death, 

George Barton, her superintendent, and 

Charlotte were travelling out to check on 

distant sheep stations when they were 

attacked by bushrangers and Mr Barton was 

brutally beaten and Charlotte threatened with 

a pistol. 

 

This incident was reported in The Sydney 

Herald on 4 February 1836 and caused 

considerable scandal. Whether to mitigate the 

scandal or to ensure some safety for her 

family, Charlotte married George Barton less 

than a week after the attack. Rather than 

providing safety, however, he took to heavy 

drinking and become violent and abusive. 

 

The situation became intolerable and Charlotte 

made the courageous decision to flee during 

the night with her four young children. In those 

days women had very few legal rights. 

Charlotte fought for 4 years to retain custody 

of her beloved children. Charlotte was 

successful. She was the first woman to be 

awarded custody of her children after fleeing 

an abusive husband. This landmark case was 

an important step in the development of 

women’s legal rights and is still taught in legal 

studies today. 

 

It was while the case dragged on that 

Charlotte wrote ‘A Mother’s Offering to her 

Children’, a collection of short stories - the first 

children’s stories published depicting 

Australian children in an Australian setting. 

The book was a bestseller in it’s time.  

 

A national movement known as ‘A Monument 

of One’s Own’ seeks to recognise Australian 

Recognising a remarkable local 

woman 
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1. How many of the seven wonders of the ancient world still stand? 

2. According to legend, Robin Hood was born in what area of Nottinghamshire? 

3. Ralph Freeman designed which Australian Landmark? 

4. What French designer introduced the sack dress in the 1950’s 

5. What kind of animal lives in a “warren”? 

6. What shape is the “Milky Way” 

7. Which Australian played James Bond? 

8. Who wrote the play “A Streetcar Named 
Desire”? 

9. Who was Tasmania named after? 

10. How many items are in a gross? 

11. What was the name of the album ‘Men at Work’ released in 1981? 

12. Cynophobia is the fear of what? 

Advertise in The  

Burrawang Herald 

Every quarter reach over 500 

residents and visitors to our village 

Advertising rates per year 

 

Inside pages 

Banner  

190 x 60mm ~ $550pa 

Double business card 

120 x 90mm ~ $250pa 

Single business card 

90x 50mm ~ $175 

 

Please send your enquiry to 

the.burrawang.herald@gmail.com 

women throughout history by erecting monuments to them 

across the country. It is a shocking fact that of the 40,000 

public statues in Australia, only 3% are of real, non-royal 

women. In fact, there are more statues of animals in Australia 

than there are of women.  

 

The Wingecarribee Women Writers, a small group of local 

writers, are working to recognise Charlotte Atkinson by 

erecting a life-sized, bronze statue of her in the Marketplace 

Park in Berrima. Local sculptor, Julie Hasler-Reilly, 

volunteered to sculpt Charlotte. She has done a truly amazing 

job of bringing Charlotte to life. The clay statue is complete 

and is currently awaiting her turn at Crawfords Foundry in 

Sydney. 

 

In order to finish the project we need to raise a further 

$30,000 for the casting, stone and landscaping.  If you would 

like to be part of this important, local project, please visit our 

website where you can make a tax deductible donation.  

 

Donate at www.wwomenwriters.org 

 

If you have any questions about the Charlotte Project please 

feel free to contact me.  

 

Jenni Coward      

0403 522 509       

 jenni@coburns.com.au 

mailto:the.burrawang.herald@gmail.com
mailto:www.wwomenwriters.org
mailto:jenni@coburns.com.au
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Frost Protection in Your Garden 
Cold and frosty conditions are common during 

winter, mostly in temperate and cool to cold 

climates of Australia. These conditions can 

damage or in severe cases, kill plants. 

Fortunately, there are ways to protect your 

plants from frost and/or help prevent frost 

damage. This can include erecting or applying 

physical and chemical barriers, avoiding frost-

tender plants, and choosing frost-hardy plants 

for your garden. 

If your plants have already been affected by 

frost or ‘frost bitten’, there is still time to act and 

help prevent further damage. Read on to 

discover how you can protect and save your 

plants from frost. 

Symptoms of Frost Damage in Plants 

• Browning leaf margins 

• Water-soaked spots on the foliage 

• Blackened or brown patches on young 
shoots, stems and leaves, and/or collapsed 
stems 

• Eventually, the leaves, stems or shoots 
become mushy and subsequently rot. 

 
Ice 

Frost damage doesn’t necessarily mean you 
will see icicles or a layer of white powder over 
the leaves. Most plants don’t suffer from frost 
damage until the temperature drops below 0°C. 
Once it’s below the freezing point of water, ice 
crystals can form inside plant cells and cause 
the inside of the cell to rupture. This is known 
as intracellular freezing and gives the plant 
foliage or stems a blackened, brown or burnt 
appearance. Similarly, a freeze can also cause 
plant cells to shrink, forcing water from inside 
the cell into the space between cells, known as 
extracellular freezing. This turns water to ice, 
but once it begins to thaw, the water returns to 
the shrunken cells – if this process happens 
too quickly, cells burst and plant parts wilt and/
or blacken.  
 
How to save frost affected plants 

While it’s tempting to prune off the damaged 

growth, don’t. Pruning will stimulate soft, new 

growth and this is particularly vulnerable to 

frost. It’s best to wait until the last chance of 

frost has passed before undertaking any 

pruning. If night temperatures are less then 5°C 

at night, there is a good chance frost is still 

expected. For more detailed information on 

frost potential, check frost maps on the Bureau 

of Meteorology. 

Until the risk of frost has passed, you will need 

to provide frost-affected plants with protection, 

especially as repeated freezes can severely 

damage or kill plants. See How to protect from 

frost. 

When no more frost is expected, prune to 

remove the damaged growth. Feed with a 

complete fertilizer.  

Unfortunately, if plants are completely wilted 

and blackened, it’s unlikely they’ll bounce 

back. Remove and add to green waste or the 

compost bin. 

How to protect your plants from frost 

Cover sensitive plants with frost or shade cloth. 

You may need to construct a supporting frame 

out of wooden stakes or wire to hang the cloth 

over and ensure that the cloth reaches the 

ground. Bricks or pavers are a handy way to 

weigh down the edges of the cloth on the 

ground. Remember to remove the cloth in the 

morning, otherwise plants will suffocate. 

Protect small seedlings on frosty nights by 

using cloches. For a DIY option, cut a plastic 

soft drink bottle and place it over the seedling. 

Remove it in the morning to allow for air flow. 

Keep the soil moist, as moist soil is better able 

to absorb and store heat during the day. Dry 

soil can exacerbate frost damage. 

Indoor plants should also be protected from the 

cold. Move indoor plants away from bare 

windows and chilly draughts coming in under 

doorways and through gaps in windows. Many 

plants that we grow indoors have originated 

from tropical climates and definitely won’t 

appreciate being exposed to low temperatures. 

Plant frost sensitive plants under the shade of 

large shrubs or trees. This shields them from 

the early morning sun, which can cause the ice 

in the cells to thaw too quickly and cause the 

cells to rupture. 

From https://www.yates.com.au/ 

https://www.yates.com.au/garden-hub/problem-solver/other/frost-protection/
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1. One, the great Pyramid of Giza 

2. Locksley 

3. Sydney Harbour Bridge 

4. Christian Dior 

5. Rabbit 

6. Spiral 

7. George Lazenby 

8. Tennessee Williams 

9. Able Tasman 

10. 144 

11. Business as Usual 

12. Dogs 

Trivia Answers 

Information & Disclaimer 

This publication is intended to be a Village Newsletter for 

the distribution of general information and events, not a 

Broadsheet for political comment. Whilst opinions 

expressed do not necessarily represent the present 

Committee of the Association, any information submitted 

to the editor which is likely to offend or concern a 

member or a resident, will be withheld form publication. 

Correspondence in relation to this should be addressed 

to the Editor. 

the.burrawang.herald@gmail.com 

St David’s News 

Ready or Not? 

If I told you that we only have 12 months of life 

left & after that face God… 

Would you live life any differently? 

Sorry to be a wet blanket, but this life is not all 

there is. The reality of my opening statement 

is true, except for the time. No one knows 

when our time on Earth is up! I hope you have 

a long life. In fact, the Bible says we can have 

a joyful existence for all eternity. 

Our hearts will stop beating one day, but that’s 

not the end. This life is preparation for eternity. 

Your relationship with God on earth will 

determine your relationship with Him in 

eternity. Measured against eternity our time on 

earth is like a blink of an eye but the 

consequences of it will last forever. 

Let’s insure ourselves now & accept Jesus as 

the only one who can save us for eternity. 

Tony Galea 

Acting rector 

Robertson Burrawang Anglican Church 

mailto:the.burrawang.herald@gmail.com


18 

Burrawang Herald News                                                                                     June 2023 

Regular Events 

Wednesday 7.00pm Burrawang Rural 

Fire Brigade  

Training at the fire 

shed, Hoddle St. 

All welcome. 

Phillipa Drewett 

0419 426 874 

Friday 9.30am Stitch and Bitch 

Yarning Circle 

Burrawang 

General Store 

Cafe 

Glenda Young 

0407 009 137 

2nd Friday 

of the Month 

5.00pm Community Get 

Together   

Burrawang 

General Store 

Cafe 

Glenda Young 

0407 009 137 

3rd Sunday 

@month 

4.30pm St David’s 

Burrawang 

 

4885 1210 

1st, 3rd, 5th Sunday - 

8.00am 

2nd, 4th Sunday - 

5.00pm 

St Peter’s 

Burrawang 

(Catholic) 

4868 1931 

Burrawang School of Arts Film Night  
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Notice of 2023 AGM 

 
Notice is hereby given that the Annual General Meeting 

 of Burrawang and Wildes Meadow Community Association Inc 
will be held at the 

Burrawang School of Arts,  
Sunday 2 July 2023 Commencing at 2.00 pm 

 

 
 

 
AGENDA  

Welcome 
Apologies  
Confirmation of minutes from previous AGM 
President’s annual report  
Treasurer’s annual report  
Election of officers for the 2023/24 financial year  
Any other business  

 
The vacant officer’s positions are President, Vice-President, Treasurer and Secretary, and are 
subject to election.  If there are multiple nominees these positions will be put to a vote.  
 
Anybody interested in standing for the committee needs to complete a nomination form. To 
obtain a form either email BWMCAssoc@Gmail.com or contact the Returning Officer, Chris 
McCann, 6 Crown Street Burrawang  
 
Nominees must be full financial members of the BWMCA. Nominations close Saturday 18 
June 2023.   

    ----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 

NOMINATION FORM 
Election of Office Bearers and Committee Members 

 
We 1)……………………………………………and 2)……………………….……………….. 
 
wish to nominate…………………………………………………………………………….……. 
 
for the position of: President, Vice-President, Secretary, Treasurer, Ordinary Committee Member 
(circle one) 
Signature of Proposer: ………….…………………………………………....…………..……… 
 
Signature of Seconder: ………………………………….……………….…..…………..……… 
 
Consent of Candidate: I…………………………………………………………………………. 
am willing to take on this role if I am elected into this position at the Annual General Meeting of 
the Association. 
 
Signature of Candidate:.…………………………….………Date:…………………………… 
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Burrawang and Wildes Meadow 

Community Association Inc. 

Membership Renewal/Application 2023/24 

What does your Community Association do? 

• investigate practical measures the association can take to protect the character and facilities of the 

village; 

• we stay informed about and respond to development proposals and represent the community on issues 

impacting the village, its surrounds and our residents; 

• what we can do to improve the sustainability of the village in terms of transport, recreational, 

educational and communication facilities; 

• the type and frequency of dialogue with Wingecarribee council or the state government on matters that 

affect the village and the area including road and wildlife safety; 

• how we can promote the village to ensure it remains a viable; 

• we organise, promote and support community events and raise funds for the benefit of Burrawang 

Wildes Meadow community groups and our residents; and 

• apply for grants to improve village facilities. 

 

Please show your support and join the Association by completing your details: 

Name(s): ………………………………………………………………………………………………. 

Address: ……………….…………………………………………………..…………………………. 

Telephone: .…………………………………Mobile:……………………..…….………………..… 

Email: ………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

Date………………………   New member Renewing member 

Please tick your preferred payment option - $20 per household 

   Electronic Funds Transfer: Burrawang Wildes Meadow Community Association 

 BSB: 062 511 Account: 1010 0930 Reference: Your Surname 

  Cash 

We also welcome donations to help us keep the Burrawang Herald operating. 

Please return the renewal form: 

By hand: to Erica Leeming, Burrawang General Store Cafe, Hoddle St, Burrawang 

By post: PO Box 3325, Robertson NSW 2577 

By email: bwmcassoc@gmail.com 

  

 

 


