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March 2023 

Presidents Message 
So much to look forward to!  

Autumn is nearly here and the leaves are starting to turn. The village will 

be looking its best very soon.  

The Christmas Street Party was a great success and we are so pleased 

that so many of you came out to meet friends old and new. A big thank 

you to Council for their financial support to hold that event. To continue 

the process, we have committed to some sort of social gathering on the 

second Friday of every month and we were again very pleased to see 

such great support  for the first of these last week. Stay tuned to the 

village Facebook page for details of these events going forward.  

You will also see the first of the new trees being planted very soon. These trees have been 

provided under a grant process under the Queens Jubilee Scheme and will be a great addition to 

our streetscape. There will be an event to commemorate this once completed.  

The committee will be focusing on two things going forward.  

One will be supporting the Easter Markets committee and we hope everyone will be onboard 

there, and the second will be the provision of upgrades to the local cemetery including a shelter 

with water facilities. We will be working with Council and applying for grants as well as raising 

money within the community. This has been a long sought after facility that is now possible with 

small clarification  to the overall management of the cemetery. We would like to thank the Council 

for repairing the cemetery sign.  

Hereôs to enjoying and supporting village life. 

 

Erica Leeming  

President BWMCA  

bwmassoc@gmail.com  

mailto:bwmassoc@gmail.com


2 

Burrawang Herald News                                                                                     March 2023 

 

 

 

Burrawang Rural Fire Brigade 

Recent Activity and Road Safety 

The Brigade has been called out to some significant incidents 

recently and it is a good reminder of some of the local dangers 

in our area.  Most of you are aware of the dense vegetation 

along our roads and particularly the large trees of all types.  It is 

almost impossible to prepare yourself for the completely 

unexpected branch or tree which might fall down in front of or 

on top of your vehicle.  However, we can prepare for the 

consequences if you are on the road when it happens to 

another vehicle.   

It is recommended that drivers: 

¶ Avoid driving, if possible, during storms or high winds. Most 

particularly, driving when tired as this can dampen your reflex 

responses   

¶ Consider carrying a first aid kit in your car and make sure your first aid skills are up to date 

¶ Consider carrying a reflective (ñhi-visò) vest, a small fire extinguisher and a reasonable sized 

bright torch if you are going to provide roadside assistance 

¶ If you stop at an incident, park your car off the road and with its hazard lights on to warn 

oncoming and following traffic and be especially careful when crossing the road. Other drivers 

can assist by warning oncoming traffic in both directions of an incident ahead. 

¶ Phone 000 as soon as possible to get assistance.   

¶ AT ALL TIMES, put your safety first. Do not assist if you cannot do so safely. 

The fire call the Brigade recently received to a branch alight 

across power lines within the village, is a good reminder as to 

how quickly a fire can start under strong wind conditions.  We 

had this happen during Black Summer, starting the significant 

fire on Clearyôs Lane. This was on a day with the Fire Danger 

Rating (FDR) at ñCatastrophicò. However, the FDR does not 

need to be that severe for a similar event to be significant.   

Grass fires will be the main danger for the rest of the fire season this year and they move fast and 

can very quickly threaten properties.  Your pile burn on a windy day can cause grass fires even if 

supervised, so please take extra care.  Please ring 000 if you see any unattended fire. Those 

conducting pile burns (with a Permit) have an obligation to remain at the pile burn and supervise it 

until it is extinguished. This is a condition of the Permit.   
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Training 

We are pleased to announce that Rob McDonald has been 

accepted on the Crew Leader course.  We are looking forward 

to having Rob actively involved in leading Brigade responses to 

fire and incident calls in the future.   

We are continuing to organise and participate in multi-brigade 

training exercises which are very valuable and fun.  We are 

running a grass fire simulation in March because of the very 

high risk of grass fires throughout the end of summer and into 

autumn.  Before too long we will be doing a joint exercise within 

our village to practice the response to a structural fire of one of 

our very precious community assets. 

In addition to joint RFS exercises, we have been involved in 

combined training with Fire and Rescue at the Bowral station.  

Last year we looked at a new simulation program for predicting 

and demonstrating patterns of fire behaviour in bush land and in 

rural communities (see below). They will be joining us for our 

grass fire training and we will go to them for structural (building) 

fires. 

Burrawang Brigade and the Easter Markets 

Our Brigade is very excited to again be participating in the 

Easter Market this year.  We will have heaps of fun for kids 

down the drive.  You can see from the pictures some of the 

activities we offer. Come and see how well your children or 

grandchildren could manage a Triple Zero call.  The little ones 

can ride in Bernie and the bigger ones can climb into the fire 

truck.  

Stay safe in 2023 

The Burrawang Brigade hopes 

that all our residents stay safe 

during 2023 and would like to 

offer any assistance we can to 

ensure that happens.  We 

enjoyed having community 

members join in our Christmas 

party which we celebrated at 

the Burrawang Pub with our 

neighbouring brigades and 

their families.  A fantastic way 

to wrap up a very successful 

year now that we are 

emerging from the COVID 

restrictions.   

Please stay in touch for advice 

and news: 

¶ Email: brfb@bigpond.com  

¶ Facebook:  Burrawang Fire 

Brigade 

¶ Ring Elizabeth Ellis 

Community Engagement 

Officer on 0411032712 

¶ Or come on down on a 

Wednesday evening to the 

station on Hoddle St, 

opposite the Burrawang 

General Store and Café.  

Any time after 7pm 

(usually).  

 

Breaking News:  

If you update Fires Near Me 

app it turns into Hazards Near 

Me with the potential for a 

combined warning 

system.  You will need to reset 

your watch zones and spend a 

bit of time exploring it. 

mailto:brfb@bigpond.com
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 The Burrawang School of Arts Inc. 

Itôs been another busy start to the BSoA year! Since the installation of the Main Hall floor, the 

Committee and Friends have been hard at work preparing the facilities and surrounding 

gardens as we launch into an exciting 2023 BSoA Program! 

Australian Haydn Ensemble Concert 

BSoA are thrilled again to host the 2023 Haydn Ensemble Concert Series. The first concert for 

the year was held in the Main Hall on Saturday 18 February.  The Ensembleôs brilliant 

musicians (Skye McIntosh, Matthew Greco, Karina Schmitz and Daniel Yeadon) performed 

Haydnôs Sun & Mendelssohnôs Stars.  

Monthly Film Nights 

The 2023 Monthly Film Night Program is well underway and curated by our new convenor, 

Karl Wissler who is new to the village and with a distinguished career in the film and 

entertainment industry with Village Roadshow. Karl has been able to negotiate access to a 

wide selection of film titles from classics to modern blockbusters in compliance with all 

important licensing requirements. 

The January Film Night was our first event for the year and the sell-out house enjoyed, óThe 

Dryô starring Eric Bana. The February Film Night featured óThe Notebookô, starring Ryan 

Gossling and Rachel Adams. A truly beautiful story written by Nicholas Sparks and inspired by 

his grandparentsô 60 year marriage.  

A very special note of thanks to Cath Ward and Michael Kelly for their contribution to our 

monthly village film nights over the past twelve years. We all appreciate your dedication to 

curating these wonderful film nights. 

UPCOMING EVENTS 

Trivia Night - Saturday 18 March 

The first Trivia Night for 2023 will be a great night of fun for all.  

Tickets are $25 per person available via TryBooking.com  

Doors open at 6pm and Trivia starts 7pm sharp 

NSW State Election Day - Saturday 25 March 

The NSW State Election polling booths will be at the BSoA. The BSoA team will be firing up 

the BBQ, so come and meet fellow villagers and enjoy a delicious sausage sizzle!  

Polling booths open at 8am and close at 6pm. 

2023 & Beyond Project 

Plans are well underway in preparation for lodging a Development Application with Council for 

the modifications and improvements funded by the generous Create NSW grant. Multiple 

public and membersô briefings have been well received and we are hopeful that work will 
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Robert Handley 
0419 243 520       Lic. 110210C 

 

robertsonelectricalservices.com.au 

 

Underground Power 
Smoke Alarms 
Safety Switches 

Stoves 
Hot Water 
TV Aerials 

Phone & Data 

 

Serving Robertson & District Since 1999 

commence later in the year. Stand by for further updates as we progress. Due to the uncertainty 

of timing of DA approval and trades availability, programming events in the hall this year will, of 

necessity, be only a few months in advance. However we will provide regular updates on 

planned events via membersô newsletters, village website etc. 

Burrawang Village Website - burrawangvillage.com 

All BSoA event information is advertised on the village website. Just go to the Whatôs On page 

for all event details. 

BSoA Membership 

The Committee welcomes new residents to Burrawang and Wildes Meadow and encourages 

membership to the BSoA. Perhaps you might like to volunteer and assist us in preparing for 

events? If so, consider becoming a óFriend of the BSoAô.  

Please contact our secretary at secretary@bsoa.com.au for more details. 

Special Note of Thanks to Caro Boyd 

On behalf of the BSoA Committee & Friends, we thank Caro Boyd for her dedication and 

service as a committee member for the past five years. Caro has also been writing content for 

the BSoA Newsletter and Burrawang Herald during this time. We wish Caro and Dick all the 

very best as they prepare to leave the village and make their new home back in Sydney. 

To all our readers - stay well and keep safe 

Christine Richards 

BSoA 

Your local professional and caring Accounting and 

Advisory team providing all your accountancy and 

business advisory requirements. Including: 

P Tax planning, 

P Estate and succession planning, 

P Financial and management accounting, and 

P BAS and FY end reporting for individuals and 

commercial clients 
  

For a confidential conversation, please contact 

Rebecca Duffy or Joel Goring. 

Rebecca: 0422 174 660 Joel: 0422 452 543 

E: rebecca@goringduffy.com.au or 

joel@goringduffy.com.au 

538 Argyle Street, Moss Vale NSW 2577 

robertsonelectricalservices.com.au
mailto:secretary@bsoa.com.au
mailto:rebecca@goringduffy.com.au
mailto:joel@goringduffy.com.au
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Whoôs excited? Time to shake off the blues 

and look forward to the biggest  event on the 

Burrawang calendar. THE BURRAWANG 

EASTER MARKETS  are back on (Saturday, 

April 8th) and itôs time to get involved and 

support  the hard working organisations in the 

village and help them to continue to  support 

the village and its residents. Wander the 

streets, shop, eat and enjoy  this vibrant little 

village at its autumn best.  

This market has been operating on Easter 

Saturday every year for many  years and has 

continued to grow in popularity to the point 

where many  thousands of people make the 

journey to Burrawang as the highlight of 

their  Easter vacation in the Southern 

Highlands.   

The last few years have been difficult for 

everyone on so many levels and we  want to 

help make 2023 the year where we draw a line 

under the events that  have caused so much 

stress and worry and look forward to 

celebrating all  the great things that come with 

living in a village and our bucolic surrounds.  

These markets are the one event that will need 

the involvement of everyone  who has the long 

term best interests of this special location at 

heart.  Fundraising, while important, is second 

to our need to revive and reconnect  the 

individuals and create the community that has 

aways come together to  protect each other 

and preserve the unique personality of the 

Burrawang and  Wildes Meadow community.   

We are asking for just 2 hours of your time to 

volunteer for simple jobs like  marking out stall 

locations, information and directions.   

Please email the committee 

on  Burrawangeastermarket@gmail.com 

Please also find the map of traffic diversions 

for the day below. More info to  come on the 

timings etc.   

Thank you in advance 

Marion Weekes and the Burrawang Easter 

Markets Committee                    

www.burrawangeastermarket.com  

 

Burrawang Easter Market ð 8/4/2023 Easter Saturday  

mailto:Burrawangeastermarket@gmail.com
mailto:www.burrawangeastermarket.com
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Around the Traps ï March 2023 
 

This has been a particularly good year for 
snakes, donôt you think?  

The local snake catchers have been working 
overtime relocating slithery reptiles from 
backyards into the bush. All this rain has filled 
farm dams and waterholes, providing a 
bountiful diet of chirpy frogs and other tasty 
tucker to create a bumper snake breeding 
season. Iôll bet the Wingecarribee Swamp and 
that low country around Wildes Meadow Creek 
is crawling with them. 

Some folk are terrified of snakes, while others 
are fascinated by these silent graceful 
slithering critters. 

When travelling overseas and you tell people 
you are from Australia, their knowledge of our 
country is often limited to Ayres Rock, the 
Great Barrier Reef, Sydney Opera House, 
Crocodile Dundee and, of course, snakes.   

ñDid you know Australia has the eleven most 
deadly snakes on earth,ò said a lovely well-
travelled, highly educated Austrian lady we met 
over breakfast in Bologna a few years ago. 

ñI have always wanted to travel to Australia but 
I am terrified of snakes,ò she said, and you 
could see the fear in her eyes. 

Everyone has a snake story to tell.  I grew up 
out Bullio way, west of Mittagong on the family 
sheep property, where we had our share of 
snakes.  If you were moving sheep it was 
always wise to stay away from the back of the 
mob because occasionally those few hundred 
hooves would trample over a big brown snake 
and he would come hurtling out of the back, 
angry, very angry.  

Well before snakes were made a protected 
species in 1992, a school mate of mine from 
around these parts killed a big black snake on 
their farm.  Never one to miss an opportunity to 
scare his sister, he tossed the dead snake into 
a potato bag and carried it home on the back of 
his horse. Sauntering out to the woodheap, 
where his dad and sister were stacking wood, 
he yelled, ñHey Sis, got a present for you.ò 
While still on his horse, he grabbed the bag 
and emptied the contents at his sisterôs feet. As 
soon as the ódeadô snake hit the ground, it 
swiftly slithered off to safety.  ñNot sure who got 
the biggest fright, me, Sis or Dad.ò  

 

Another friend has a dairy farm on the 
Shoalhaven River, where Tiger Snakes are 
plentiful.  He was hosting a New Zealand dairy 
farmer when the conversation turned to snakes 
and Ron regaled him with a few frightening 
tales about his own encounters with this 
deadly reptile.  Later that day the Kiwi was 
sitting blissfully in an outside toilet on the farm 
when he spotted one coiled at his feet. In 
absolute fear he sprang up onto the seat and 
managed to open the door, before taking a 
mighty leap to safety.  Unfortunately he 
miscalculated the leap, cracking his head on 
the lintel above the door and falling in a heap 
on the ground, where he discovered the snake 
was, in fact, his belt. 

Anyhoo, cooler weather is coming and our 
local reptiles will soon crawl under a log for 
winter. So no need to panic again until around 
September, when we will no doubt be playing 
spot the snake while out walking around 
Burrawang, Wildes Meadow and beyond.  

Geoff Goodfellow 

Stitch and Bitch 

Knit, Natter and Yarn. 

Every Friday at 9.30am 

Upstairs in the Burrawang General Store Cafe. 

Bring along your knitting, crochet, embroidery, 

weaving, tapestry, or anything else and join us for 

the morning. 

All welcome!! 

Contact Glenda Young 0407 009137  

for more details 
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Burrawang Public 

School 
On Tuesday 31 January, our 

small but mighty school 

welcomed back our students K

-6. It was great to see the 

smiles and hear all about their summer holiday 

adventures. We have welcomed seven 

kindergarten students along with two new 

families to our school community. Our students 

have started the new year with a splash and 

are thrilled to be back in classrooms learning 

all they can as Safe, Respectful and 

Responsible Learners.    

Students participated in our annual swimming 

carnival at Bowral Pools along with other small 

schools in the area. The sun was shining, the 

temperature gauge was turned up and the 

chanting and cheering of our students filled the 

air. Congratulations to all swimmers and our 

competitors who made it to the district carnival. 

A special shout out to all the students for 

demonstrating grit, teamwork, and the key 

qualities of sportsmanship.  

Term 1 is shaping up to be another jam-packed 

term filled with events and opportunities galore. 

Our school website is currently being updated 

regularly so ensure you check it out to keep up 

to date with all the learning at our school.  

Our staff, Mr Nathan Vanderwey (Rel. 

Principal), Mrs Su Jenks (Rel. School 

Administrative Manager), Mrs Tahnae 

Hindmarch (Assistant Principal, Curriculum 

and Instruction and Librarian), Mrs Margy 

Bevan (K-2 teacher), Mrs Mary Bokey (Mon, 

Wed and Thur) and Miss Jessica Tuddenham 

(Tues and Fri) our 3-6 teachers as well as Mr 

Greg Yalg (General Assistant) are all looking 

forward to another magnificent year ahead. 

#LoveWhereYouLearn 

Nathan Vanderwey 

Rel. Principal 

Letters to the Editor and Article Contributions 

The Burrawang Herald is a community newspaper and 

we welcome feedback from our readers. Tell us what 

you enjoyed in this edition of the Herald and what you 

might like to see featured in future editions. Articles, 

comments or suggestions should be addressed to: 

The Editor 

the.burrawang.herald@gmail.com 

mailto:Letters%20to%20the%20Editor%20and%20Article%20Contributions
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Open 5 Days 

Closed Tuesday and Wednesday 

8am to 2:30pm 

Follow us on Instagram or Facebook for 

events and daily specials 

02 4886 4496 

Online bookings via bgsc.com.au 

02 48864496 

bgsc.com.au 

 

 

Blue Door Trading 

 

Located right behind the General Store 

 

Work wear, gifts, cards, food, treats, scarves, 

books, children clothes, toys and more. 

New and preloved. 

Open 10am to 2.30pm Thursday to Monday.  

@bluedoortrading  

Burrawang P&C News 

 

 

 

 

First, a warm welcome to the new families that 

have joined the Burrawang School community 

this year. It has been a very happy and 

eventful start to the year after a lovely Summer 

break, with a Swimming Carnival at Bowral 

pool in the first week and a lot of planning 

already underway for two large fundraisers this 

term.  At the Robertson Show the Burrawang 

P&C will be hosting the BBQ and running a 

cake stall. We are delighted to be part of the 

Show this year; it is a very special event for our 

community and has been sorely missed these 

past few years. Come and visit us at the Show 

on Saturday 11 March for bacon and egg rolls 

or delicious baked treats! 

Burrawang kids are excited that the Markets 

are back this year, and we are busy organising 

our offerings for the day. We will have a cake 

stall on the street and our BBQ stall and 

scones and tea area on the school grounds, as 

we have for many years. With a shorter 

planning lead time this year we are putting 

together a simple but fun selection of activities 

on our grounds – more óold schoolô fete style - 

with stalls for kids run by our kids, and with 

room to play and relax for families, away from 

the busy street. We are looking forward to this 

event to fundraise for our wonderful school, but 

especially as a great way to bring our 

community together.  

 

Karon Di Francesco 

P&C President, Burrawang Primary School 

JP Services 

If you need a Justice of the Peace, we have 

our own local JP in the village.   

Please contact  

Michelle Waters  

0414 918 970 

bgsc.com.au
bgsc.com.au
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The Mobile Library 
 

Comes to you at Burrawang Village every 

second Thursday. 

You can borrow from the mobile library, or you 

can request your items online at 

www.library.wsc.nsw.gov.au and select  

óMobile Libraryô as your pick-up location.  

Enjoy new releases, fiction, non- fiction, large 

print, audio books, DVDôs, magazines, 

childrenôs and young adults.  

2023 Mobile Library Schedule 

11.30 am ï 12.30 pm 

Come and visit Clare on the main street near 

the pub. 

Phone: 0417 699 641 

February 2, 16 

March 2, 16, 30 

April 13, 27 

May 11, 15 

June 8, 22 

July 6, 20 

August 3, 17, 31 

September 14, 28 

October 12, 26 

November 9, 23 

December 7, 21 

This plant is turning from green to yellow. Itôs 

blackberry, a noxious weed and not native to 

Australia. I have always controlled it on my 

farms. My diligence means I use very little 

chemical to keep it under control. Due to so 

many others not doing the same as me, this 

noxious, invasive weed is is taking over our 

beautiful southern highlands. Please keep an 

eye out and report it to council if you see some 

outbreaks.  

John and Vicki Mauger 

 

Addition Information on Blackberry 

Blackberry is listed as a National weed of 

significance by the NSW primary industries 

because of itôs invasiveness, potential for 

spread, and economic 

and environmental 

impacts.  

It can quickly infest 

large areas and forms 

dense thickets that 

restrict stock to 

waterways and access to fire trails. It is a 

significant source of fuel for bushfires. It 

provides shelter to pests like foxes and rabbits. 

More information including on how to control 

blackberry can de found on the NSW 

Department of Primary industries website. 

https://weeds.dpi.nsw.gov.au/Weeds/

Blackberry 

Please Control Blackberry 

http://www.library.wsc.nsw.gov.au
https://weeds.dpi.nsw.gov.au/Weeds/Blackberry
https://weeds.dpi.nsw.gov.au/Weeds/Blackberry
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"THESE ARE ACTUAL COMPLAINTS 

RECEIVED BY "THOMAS COOK 

VACATIONS" FROM DISSATISFIED 

CUSTOMERS: 

1. "They should not allow topless sunbathing 

on the beach. It was very distracting for my 

husband who just wanted to relax." 

2. "On my holiday to Goa in India, I was 

disgusted to find that almost every restaurant 

served curry. I don't like spicy food." 

3. "We went on holiday to Spain and had a 

problem with the taxi drivers as they were all 

Spanish." 

4. "We booked an excursion to a water park 

but no-one told us we had to bring our own 

swimsuits and towels. We assumed it would be 

included in the price." 

5. "The beach was too sandy. We had to clean 

everything when we returned to our room." 

6. "We found the sand was not like the sand in 

the brochure. Your brochure shows the sand 

as white but it was more yellow." 

7. "It's lazy of the local shopkeepers in Puerto 

Vallartato close in the afternoons. I often 

needed to buy things during 'siesta' time -- this 

should be banned." 

8. "No-one told us there would be fish in the 

water. The children were scared." 

9. "I think it should be explained in the 

brochure that the local convenience store does 

not sell proper biscuits like custard creams or 

ginger nuts." 

10. "The roads were uneven and bumpy, so we 

could not read the local guide book during the 

bus ride to the resort. Because of this, we were 

unaware of many things that would have made 

our holiday more fun." 

11. "It took us nine hours to fly home from 

Jamaica to England. It took the Americans only 

three hours to get home. This seems unfair." 

1. In what year did Walt Disney world open 
near Orlando, Florida? 

2. What is the second largest animal in the 
world? 

3. Who was the third person to walk on the 
moon? 

4. What colour is the cross on the Swedish 
flag? 

5. What was the first country to legalise 
same sex marriage? 

6. What planet did Alf come from? 

7. What Russian composer wrote the ballet 
ñSwan Lakeò? 

8. What nationality is the tennis player 
Roger Federer? 

9. What element on the Periodic Table is 
represented by the symbol ñHgò? 

10. In ñThe Addams Familyò what does 
Morticia do that always excites Gomez? 

11. How much money do you start with in a 
standard game of monopoly?  

12. What folk singer was born Robert 
Zimmerman? 

Information & Disclaimer 

This publication is intended to be a Village Newsletter for 

the distribution of general information and events, not a 

Broadsheet for political comment. Whilst opinions 

expressed do not necessarily represent the present 

Committee of the Association, any information submitted 

to the editor which is likely to offend or concern a 

member or a resident, will be withheld form publication. 

Correspondence in relation to this should be addressed 

to the Editor. 

the.burrawang.herald@gmail.com 

mailto:the.burrawang.herald@gmail.com
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Jenny Bennellôs Award Winning 

Lumberjack Cake 

Ingredients 

300g (about 2 medium size) sweet apples, 

peeled, cored and diced 

200g pitted dates finely chopped 

1 tsp bicarbonate soda  

1 cup plain flour,  plus extra for dusting  

1/2 cup self-raising flour 

1/4 tsp salt 

125g unsalted butter, at room temperature  

1 cup caster sugar  

1 egg 

11/2 tsp vanilla extract  

50g roasted peacans or almonds roughly 

chopped  

TOPPING  

90g unsalted butter  

125mls milk 

1/2 cup brown sugar  

1/4 cup dark brown sugar  

110g flaked almonds or peacans 

1 tsp vanilla extract  

Method 

Preheat oven to 180°C. Butter 20cm 

springform cake tin, line the base with baking 

paper and dust tin with flour.  

Put apples, dates and bicarbonate of soda in a 

heatproof bowl and pour in 1 cup of boiling 

water. Stir together and leave to cool.  

Combine flours and salt in a separate bowl and 

whisk together with a balloon whisk until well 

combined. Set the bowl aside. 

In another bowl add butter and caster sugar 

and beat with an electric mixer on medium for 

4-5 minutes until light and fluffy. Beat in the 

egg and vanilla extract. On low speed add flour 

mixture and apple and date mixture alternately 

until combined. Take care not to over mix. 

Lastly stir in nuts. 

Scrape batter into prepared cake tin and bake 

for 11/4 hours or until a skewer comes out 

slightly moist.  

When cake is nearly ready make topping. Heat 

the butter and milk in a small saucepan over 

medium heat. When butter has melted add 

both sugars, flaked nuts and vanilla. Simmer 

for 5 minutes or slightly thickened. Keep in a 

warm place until ready to use. 

Remove cake from oven and sit on a wire rack. 

Use the back of a spoon to firmly but carefully 

flatten top so that it is as level as possible. 

Scrape the warm topping mixture onto the 

cake and use a palette knife to spread out. Pop 

the cake back into the oven for 10-15 minutes 

or until topping is a deep golden brown. 

Sit cake on wire rack and leave in tin to cool. 

When you are ready to serve,  carefully loosen 

the cake from sides of tin with a fine knife. 

Place a piece of baking paper on top of cake 

and invert onto rack. Remove the tin and then 

invert the cake again onto serving plate.  

Serve with ice cream and cream 

Benôs Famous 

Caramelised  

Onion Jam 
 

Here is the recipe for 

the onions from the 

community get together 

BBQ. 

Ingredients 

2 tbsp olive oil 

3 large brown onions, sliced 

2 tbsp brown sugar 

2 tbsp Balsamic Vinegar 

1/2 cup Orange Juice 

Method 

Heat oil in a saucepan over a low heat. Add 

the onions and cook slowly until the onions are 

soft and turn golden stirring occasionally 

(about 15 – 20min). 

Once the onions have turned golden add the 

sugar and stir. Then add balsamic and orange 

juice. Continue to cook over a low heat for a 

further 10 min stirring occasionally until sticky 

and caramelised . 
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Judging Cheese ï a quick guide 
In early February I had the honour of being 

asked to judge cheeses for the Royal 

Agricultural Society of NSW Sydney Royal Fine 

Food Show Cheese & Dairy Competition. Iôve 

been fortunate to be involved for several years 

now and itôs always an enjoyable and 

educational experience. 

For background: at the Royal Easter Show 

every year there is a range of exhibitions 

showcasing award-winning Australian products 

from a wide variety of fields. These include 

stock and animal exhibits, of course, but also 

arts & craft, wine, beer, olive oil, chocolate, 

coffee, cheese & dairy, aquaculture (ie 

seafood), meats, baked goods – the list goes 

on and on! 

In the lead-up to 

the show every 

year, in all these 

fields, 

professionals and 

experts are invited 

to volunteer as 

judges, associate 

judges and 

stewards to come 

together and rate the products. In the case of 

cheese & dairy, judges include 

cheesemongers, cheesemakers, cheese 

graders, food technologists, dairy farmers and 

more. Working through each the classes (eg 

white mould, blue, goatôs milk cheese, sheepôs 

milk yoghurt), each panel collates points based 

on appearance, texture & body and flavour & 

aroma. Based on these points, cheeses are 

awarded bronze, silver or gold medals – 

although of course some donôt reach that level. 

The gold medal cheeses are then judged 

against each other by separate panels to 

determine champion in class and ultimately 

champion cheese overall.  

Although the judging happens óbilndô – labels 

are covered or removed entirely to avoid any 

possible brand prejudices; both negative and 

positive – it is a fantastic way for, say, a 

cheesemonger to get a good feel for the 

products on the market, and to chat to other 

professionals about the industry, trends, tricks, 

tips and more. When the results do come out it 

is always fun to see what youôve been tasting 

(and whether your guesses on the day about 

what was what were correct!).  

Iôve learned an enormous amount over the 

years both form the process of judging and 

from the other officials and can say with 

certainty it has made me a better 

cheesemonger.  

I should also point out 

that anyone can 

volunteer to become a 

steward for the great 

variety of RAS NSW 

shows – itôs a really 

fun experience and 

educational for any 

love of food (or art or 

wine or what have 

you). Check out the 

RAS website to find 

out how to get 

involved  

Hugh Nicholas 
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Work will soon commence to upgrade the nbn Fixed Wireless 

network in the Wingecarribee area. 

When complete, the upgrades will expand the reach of the 

existing Fixed Wireless footprint by at least 50%, as well as 

enabling two new high speed fixed wireless plans – up to 

100mbps and 250mbps. nbn is currently consulting with 

industry on the launch of the higher speed tiers. Importantly, 

the upgrades are expected to nbn to implement a new measure 

to indicate the Fixed Wireless networkôs capability to achieve 

ótypical wholesale busy period speedsô of at least 50Mbps 

(download). 

The additional capacity and reach available on the upgraded 

network will enable up to 120,000 existing Satellite-only 

premises to access nbn Fixed Wireless for the first time. 

To enable the upgrades, nbn is introducing new technology and 

replacing some hardware on the fixed wireless towers. This will 

mean some planned outages that may impact homes and 

businesses. After the tower works are completed, nbn expect 

that many customers should experience an improvement in 

speeds on their nbn Fixed Wireless service. 

The upgrade work is 

scheduled to begin in the 

coming weeks. The tower 

works will not impact nbn fixed 

line or nbn Sky Muster satellite 

services. 

Impacted homes and 

businesses will be notified of 

any outages via their retail 

service provider. 

Residents can also check for 

detail on outage via nbnôs 

network status page on the 

nbn 

website www.nbnco.com.au/

support/network-status. 

Keep an eye out for nbnôs next 

drop-in style Community 

Information sessions that are 

held in the local villages every 

4-6 months. Itôs a great 

opportunity to drop in and ask 

your nbn Local representative 

any questions and to hear 

about the progress of nbnôs 

upgrade programs across both 

the Fixed Wireless and Fixed 

Line networks. 

nbn Local also run regular 

digital skills programs for 

community groups centred 

around 'soft' skills to help 

individuals increase their 

capability and confidence 

online (e.g. Scams 

Awareness).  Additionally, nbn 

Local provide a free monthly 

tech help session at Bowral 

Central Library to assist the 

community with how to get the 

most out of their devices. 

Latest locations and programs 

are regularly updated 

at Community events. 

http://www.nbnco.com.au/support/network-status.
http://www.nbnco.com.au/support/network-status.
https://www.nbnco.com.au/corporate-information/media-centre/events
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Bulky Waste Kerbside Collection Service 
Bulky waste left out for collection must not be greater than two 

cubic metres in size (or not more than one metre tall or two 

metres in length). 

Council request that items be sorted into three piles: 

¶ General waste 

¶ Metals 

¶ Mattress (limit of one per household) 

 

Collection date for Burrawang is between 27 February 2023 to 

5 March 2023. Place bulky rubbish out on 26 February 2023.  

Restrictions on bulky waste items left out for collection 

¶ All items left for disposal must be able to be lifted by a 

maximum of two people. 

¶ Items left out for collection must abide by the size 

regulations (no taller than 1 metre and no wider than 2 

metres). 

¶ Limit of one mattress per household. 

 

Items accepted for kerbside collection 

¶ Household furniture (that can be lifted by two people). 

¶ Household goods and loose items (toys, cutlery, crockery, 

clothing, bikes, kitchen appliances). 

¶ Metals and whitegoods (excluding refrigerators). 

¶ Timber off-cuts. 

¶ Mattresses (one per household). 

¶ Small hot water systems (excludes large hot water 

systems, please contact the Wingecarribee Waste Hotline 

on 1300 133 969 prior to your collection date to ensure 

eligibility of your hot water system). 

¶ Old carpet (provided it meets to size restrictions outlined 

above). 

¶ Items not accepted for kerbside collection 

 

The below items will not be picked up if presented at the 

kerbside as part of the collection: 

¶ Asbestos or items contaminated with asbestos. 

¶ Car tyres and batteries, vehicle engines or other car parts. 

¶ Household chemicals or hazardous wastes such as oils, 

paint, gas bottles, pesticides, herbicides, pool chemicals, 

fire extinguishers and poisons. 

¶ Demolition waste including fibro, roofing iron, concrete, 

bricks, builderôs rubble, fencing wire. 

¶ Electronic waste such as televisions, computers and 

phones. 

¶ General household 

rubbish, food or green 

waste such as food 

scraps, recycling, 

compost, garden 

clippings, and tree 

branches. 

¶ Glass and mirrors 

¶ Oil heaters. 

¶ Refrigerators, freezers 

and air conditioners. 

Advertise in The  

Burrawang Herald 

Every quarter reach over 500 

residents and visitors to our village 

Advertising rates per year 

 

Inside pages 

Banner  

190 x 60mm ~ $550pa 

Double business card 

120 x 90mm ~ $250pa 

Single business card 

90x 50mm ~ $175 

 

Please send your enquiry to 

the.burrawang.herald@gmail.com 

mailto:the.burrawang.herald@gmail.com
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Greetings gardeners, for 2023! 
Can it already be Autumn?  While we have had a few truly memorable Summer days, with warm 

sunshine, as I write in early February, damp, very humid air has pervaded the Highlands. 

Gardeners have had to deal with weed levels never before seen. Fungi of all new shapes and 

sizes and colours have emerged. A vast array of new moth-like flying insects. Thatôs the joy of 

restored moisture. The weeds just keep coming, especially unwanted grasses, many of which 

result from the rapid growth to seed in the spring, followed by much higher bursts of wind than 

weôd normally encounter in early summer. Persistence and óa little each dayô are really the only 

solutions. In an edition last year I covered the options for Kikuyu grass using chemicals. But for 

clover and weed grasses interspersed with treasured plants in your flower borders, weeding by 

hand is the safest way, so long as you dig down deep enough to gently remove all roots. 

This month, as we start to prepare our gardens for autumn, I want to talk about trees. Travelling 

through the Highlands (and Burrawang is no exception) one cannot fail to notice the number of 

brown pines and fir trees that are clearly not much longer for this world. Why some trees have 

literally turned up their toes to the sky is down to two different and unrelated causes: 

1) Canker 

2) Waterlogged roots 

Letôs first talk about canker, at least when we talk about 

pines. Its extended name is Pitch Canker, defined by 

The Department of Agriculture as a ñFungal disease of 

all pine species and Douglas fir, causing óbleedingô 

infections, caused by the fungus Fusarium circinatum.ò 

There is a separate Citrus canker, also an imported 

bacterial disease originating in the Americas, which 

rapidly damages citrus crops. Itôs a notifiable plant 

disease. (Source Australian Government, Dept. Ag/

Fish/Forests.) 

The symptoms of canker can quite often look similar to a tree that is waterlogged. If you have 

trees on your property looking like they are dying, do not delay on either account; get expert 

guidance and chemical analysis so you know what you may be dealing with. 

Waterlogged trees generally start to die throughout the height and breadth of the tree. Canker can 

affect peripheral parts first, with other parts of the tree seemingly still healthy. But a strong guiding 

point as to which problem you may be dealing with comes from the topography. If the affected 

tree is at the low point in a paddock or garden, or 

there is a natural watercourse running beneath it, 

thatôs when itôs more likely you are dealing with a tree 

that has literally drowned - unable to drain away fast 

enough to stop the roots rotting. 

Sadly, this same waterlogging is affecting many of 

our eucalypts. As I myself experienced, not one but 

two, died in my garden over the past year – mature 

trees, a terrible loss for a once tree-filled garden. And 

as if that was not bad enough some of my masking 

https://www.agriculture.gov.au/biosecurity-trade/pests-diseases-weeds/plant/quarantine/pine-pitch-canker
https://www.agriculture.gov.au/biosecurity-trade/pests-diseases-weeds/plant/citrus-canker
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Emergency Services 

Police, Ambulance, Fire Brigade 

000 

(106 for people with hearing or 

speech impairment) 

www.triplezero.gov.au 

State Emergency Service (SES) 

132-500 

www.ses.nsw.gov.au 

Bowral Hospital 

(02) 4861-0200 

www.swslhd.nsw.gov.au/bowral 

Bush Fire Information Line 

1800-679-737 

www.rfs.nsw.gov.au 

Poisons Information Hotline 

131-126 

www.chw.edu.au 

DoCS Helpline 

132-111 

www.community.nsw.gov.au 

NSW road closures 

132-701 

www.livetraffic.com 

Wingecarribee Shire Council 

General Enquiries: 

Civic Centre, 68 Elizabeth St Moss 

Vale NSW 2577 

Phone: (02) 4868 0888 

Fax: (02) 4869 1203 

Email: mail@wsc.nsw.gov.au 

hedging between our Bowral 

garden and the neighbouring 

High School has seen healthy 

hedging killed off by a 

combination of massive 

growth in invasive strangling 

English Ivy and clay soil that 

simply would not drain. 

The pictures I have used here 

are from roadways in Bowral and Moss Vale, made in February 

this year. The damage is so extensive that several long-

established stands and lines of trees will have to be cut down 

as a whole, leaving major areas of exposed paddocks and 

fields. The very character of some areas of the Highlands will 

unfortunately change for a decade 

or more, until new plantings 

gradually fill the spaces. But it may 

also be an important time to re-

consider these introduced species 

of trees and consider alternatives 

that may be more efficient carbon 

stores or better suited to our varying 

soils across the Highlands. 

There are several excellent 

nurseries in the district that 

specialise in trees and native trees 

as well. It would be advisable to 

consult with them before you lash 

out on replacements, as they too 

may suffer similar fates, either due to soil infection from fungus 

or ground that needs improved drainage and soil structure 

before successful plantings can be assured of success. 

Despite the doom and gloom of dying trees, enjoy your garden 

this autumn. Give your lawns the weeding and raking they need 

at this time of year, removing the excess thatch and dead white 

material so whatôs below can breath and air circulate properly, 

encouraging deeper root growth. 

If you are interested in learning more, send me an email at 

ozjohns849@gmail.com or check out our website at 

highlandsgardensociety.org.au.  

John Swainston, 

Editor, The Bulletin, a publication of the Highlands Garden 

Society. 

mailto:ozjohns849@gmail.com
highlandsgardensociety.org.au.
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1. 1971 

2. Fin Whale 

3. Pete Conrad 

4. Yellow 

5. Netherlands 

6. Melmac 

7. Tchaikovsky 

8. Swiss 

9. Mercury 

10. Speaks French 

11. $1500 

12. Bob Dylan 

Trivia Answers 

An historic honour for one of our 

own 
Mark Compton AM, one of the Burrawang 

Rural Fire Brigade members, was awarded  

Freedom of the City of London in December;  a 

significant honour. It may surprise you to know, 

that it was not for his work with the Rural Fire 

Service but for his significant international 

humanitarian volunteer work through his world-

wide role as the Lord Prior of The Order of St 

John.  Very few Australians or Lords Prior have 

received this honour. 

Some of the quaint benefits of the Freedom are 

that he can drive his sheep across London 

Bridge in any September and should he 

commit a crime attracting capital punishment 

by hanging, he can choose a ñsilken cordò 

rather than a ñhempen ropeò.  A great comfort, 

should that be required.  He was also given a 

little red book which is entitled óRules for the 

Conduct of Lifeô to which was added óA FEW 

CAUTIONS for such Freemen who take 

Apprenticesô.  So, if anyone was thinking of 

taking on an apprentice and would like some 

advice, they would be welcome to borrow it.  

Mansion House with the Lord Mayor of the City of London and Sheriffs  

Lord Prior  
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Burrawang School of Arts 

Film Night  
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Whatôs on CALENDAR 

Regular Events 

Tuesday 9.15am Yoga Class 

Burrawang School of Arts 

Roxanne Hayes 

0400 063 097 

Wednesday 7.00pm Burrawang Rural Fire Brigade  

Training at the fire shed, Hoddle St. All welcome. 

Phillipa Drewett 

0419 426 874 

4th Wed Monthly 9.30am Burrawang Bushcare Michael Kelly 

4886 4323  

Friday 9.30am Stitch and Bitch Yarning Circle 

Burrawang General Store Cafe 

Glenda Young 

0407 009 137 

2nd Friday of the 

Month 

5.00pm Community Get Together   

Burrawang General Store Cafe 

Glenda Young 

0407 009 137 

3rd Sunday @month 4.30pm St Davidôs Burrawang  

4885 1210 

St Peterôs Burrawang (Catholic) 4868 1931 1st, 3rd, 5th Sunday - 8.00am 

2nd, 4th Sunday - 5.00pm 

FILM NIGHT ï óTHE 
NOTEBOOKô 

Friday, February 24, 
7.30pm Burrawang School of Arts  

https://www.trybooking.com/
events/landing?

Robertson Show March 10 & 11   
https://
robertsonshow.org.au/ 

TRIVIA NIGHT 2023 Saturday, March 18 Burrawang School of Arts  
https://www.trybooking.com/
events/landing?

NSW Election Saturday, March 25 Burrawang School of Arts   

BURRAWANG EASTER 
MARKET Saturday, April 8 Burrawang School of Arts  

www.burrawangeastermarke
t.com 

FILM NIGHT ï 
óCASABLANCA' Friday, March 31, 7.30pm Burrawang School of Arts   

FILM NIGHT ï óTHE 
IMITATION GAME' Friday, April 28, 7.30pm Burrawang School of Arts   

FILM NIGHT ï 
óPHILOMENA' Friday, May 26, 7.30pm Burrawang School of Arts   

SATURDAY, 8 APRIL, 2023 
www.burrawangeastermarket.com 

https://www.trybooking.com/events/landing?eid=1012708&
https://www.trybooking.com/events/landing?eid=1012708&
https://robertsonshow.org.au/
https://robertsonshow.org.au/
https://www.trybooking.com/events/landing?eid=1015285&
https://www.trybooking.com/events/landing?eid=1015285&
http://www.burrawangeastermarket.com/
http://www.burrawangeastermarket.com/
http://www.burrawangeastermarket.com

