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December 2021 

Ray White Bowral 

4862 1894 

raywhitebowral.com.au 

Ray White Bowral aims to be regarded by our Southern High-

landôs community as the most trusted brand in real estate. 

Our unwavering commitment to ensuring each and every 

transaction is executed seamlessly sets us apart and helps 

us to realise this ambition. 

The diverse range of sales people, property managers and 

support staff who form our team, combines over 100 years of 

experience in the local real estate market, with an energetic 

and modern approach to an age old industry. 

Your local agent, Michael Maloney 0414 482 150 

Greetings from the Community Association. 

We would first like to thank Chris McCann for 

his  work as President until recently and note 

his continued contribution to this committee 

and his  current role on the Easter Market 

Committee. It would seem that many people 

are keen to see the  markets continue and we 

encourage everyone to get involved and 

ensure its success. Such a  great opportunity 

for local groups to raise much needed funds 

and it is just a lovely event for our  beautiful 

village.   

While we are talking about community 

involvement, we are very much looking forward 

to meeting  new residents and old at Santaôs 

Christmas Picnic at the Burrawang Park Oval 

on Saturday, December 11 from 4pm. Itôs a 

great opportunity to reconnect as a community 

after such a long  period of separation from our 

friends and neighbours and to welcome new 

people into the very  special community we 

have here. We would be so grateful if you 

could all reach out to at least one  other couple 

or family and encourage them to attend with 

you. What could be nicer than a late  afternoon 

picnic with friends? We would also like to thank 

the Council for the grant that has  enabled us 

to make this event a little bit special.  

There is no doubt that our local area has 

outstanding natural beauty and wildlife, pretty 

homes  and gardens and the added bonus of 

being surrounded by the red soil that makes 

the  surrounding farmland so lush.   

Then we have the people. Chatting as they 

walk their dogs or themselves. Families playing 

in the  park at school pick up. Others catching 

up or meeting new people over coffee or a 

glass of wine  in the store or the pub or while 

buying raffle tickets on locals night. Then 

thereôs the tennis and  hockey clubs making 

great use of the facilities at the oval.   

We have a unique environment that needs to 

be supported and we hope as a committee we 

can  encourage that.   

On that subject, we note that while the quality 

of the recent tree ópruningô was quite shocking, 

the  response by Asplundt (Endeavour 

Energyôs contractor) was reasonably positive. 

Presidents Message  

mailto:raywhitebowral.com.au
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Both companies  were quick to send out representatives and 

continue to liaise with us as they continue to work on  the 

problem. They are not finished in our area yet. The only party to 

not respond at all was Council which is very disappointing given 

all the overtures by the administrator that communication 

with  the Council from residents is a high priority.   

We were happy to welcome the administrator to the village 

recently and all present were pleased  to hear how much work 

has gone into the submissions to the public enquiry into the 

previous  council. There is also a lot of work going into reports 

that will no doubt provide useful data in the  future. However, it 

must be noted that no one who provided their information in 

relation to specific  issues has heard anything back about 

them.  

As a committee, we will work to reinstate our regular meetings 

with the Council and continue to  raise issues concerning the 

village and its unique character going forward. In the meantime, 

we  can come together as a community and celebrate what a 

fabulous place we live in.   

Best regards,   

Erica Leeming  

Acting President, BWMCA 

Open 5 Days 

Closed Tuesday and 

Wednesday 

8am to 2:30pm 

Follow us on Instagram or 

Facebook for events and daily 

specials 

02 4886 4496 

Online bookings via 

bgsc.com.au 

02 48864496 

bgsc.com.au 

Robert Handley 
0419 243 520       Lic. 110210C 

 

robertsonelectricalservices.com.au 

 

Underground Power 
Smoke Alarms 
Safety Switches 

Stoves 
Hot Water 
TV Aerials 

Phone & Data 

 

Serving Robertson & District Since 
1999 

From the Editors 

Well after being locked down for a few months it is wonderful to 

see visitors returning to the village. The General store is up and 

running to almost ñnormalò and the pub is getting back into the 

swing of things. Many villages including Steve and myself have 

been able to go and visit loved ones whom they have not seen 

for five month or more. It was wonderful to give our son Nate a 

big squishy hug. 

In this issue we have started óhatched matched, congrats and 

dispatched.ô on page 13, to mark those special occasions. 

People have asked for more local content in the Herald, which 

we are happy to provide. However we need that content from 

you. To help collect information we 

now have a social media presence at 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/

theburrawangherald. If you have 

anything to share please let us know. 

The next issue will be in March. 

Christmas images sourced from 

openclipart.org 

Merry Christmas 

Glenda and Steven 

bgsc.com.au
bgsc.com.au
robertsonelectricalservices.com.au
https://www.facebook.com/groups/theburrawangherald
https://www.facebook.com/groups/theburrawangherald
https://openclipart.org/
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Our Brigade is very 
proud that our 
President and 
Training Officer, 
Phillipa Drewett was 
announced as 
Illawarra Volunteer 
of the Year at an 
online presentation 
conducted on 3 
August. Phillipa has 
put many years of hard work into our Brigade 
and the community and has had a hand in 
most things but particularly fundraising as 
President.  She has recently taken on the role 
of Training Officer and has steered 10 new 
members through their initial training as well as 
progressing her own training and ensuring 
many opportunities are made available for our 
more experienced members.  We wish her well 
at the end of the year in the NSW finals.   

Recent Brigade activity: has been focused on 
run away pile burns.  However, we were also 
recently called to a solar battery fire for 
something a bit 
different. Our 
Brigade also 
enjoys 
contributing to 
local hazard 
reductions such 
as the one at 
Diggers Creek 
again in 
August.  

The Brigade 
enjoyed their 
morningôs work 
clearing out the 
overgrown fire 
hydrants 
throughout the 
Burrawang 
Village.  Please 
keep an eye on 

those near your home and let us know if they 
need attention.  It could save your place in an 
emergency. 

Burrawang Rural 

Fire Brigade 

Diggers Creek Crew.  

Truck Fire, Sheepwash Road. 

New Equipment:  The Brigade has been able 
to purchase a light tower thanks to the Rural 
Fire Service Association 
grants scheme.  This 
device will provide brilliant 
light for an entire area 
which will be great for night 
work, particularly motor 
vehicle accidents or house 
fires. 

Training success: As 
mentioned above Phillipa 
Drewett is completing her 
Crew Leader training and has become a very 
valuable member of the leadership team.   Two 
members have now completed their mental 
health first aid training.  This has been an inter-
agency initiative and we are very happy to be 
better prepared to help the community during 
emergencies. 

Community Programs:  Covid-19 has 
prevented almost all of our face-to-face 
programs for this year however our web page 
at www.burrawangrfb.org has a number of 
valuable resources. 

¶ There is an on- line family program for the 
school holidays over summer for young 
people, care givers and grandparents. 

¶ The 2020 Get Ready Challenge to help you 
work through your Bush Fire Survival Plan  

Hopefully, 2022 will see us all back together 
again ï in the same room.  We canôt wait.   

Donôt forget if you would like a property visit, to 
help evaluate your preparedness contact 
Deputy Captain Elizabeth Ellis 0411032712 
and she can arrange for a COVID-safe visit. 

http://www.burrawangrfb.org
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Permits:  Donôt 
forget that permits 
are now required for 
any outside burning. 
Please contact 
Captain Col Munro: 
0421 568 754 or Snr 
Deputy Captain Mark 
Compton 0413 446 
055.  For notifying 
Fire Control for when 
you are actually 
going to do the burn, 

we now have some really handy business 
cards with a QR code to take you directly to 
the notification site.  They are available at the 
Burrawang Hotel, the Burrawang Caf® and 
General Store and from the Burrawang fire 
station letter box. Or go to the RFS notify 
webpage at https://www.rfs.nsw.gov.au/fire-
information/BFDP/burn-notifications  

Holiday Tips:   No matter where you go on 
holidays over summer in Australia, it is 
important to assess your risk from wildfires in 
your vicinity.  This is what caught out so many 
people during the 2009 Black Saturday fires in 
Victoria.  People were on holiday and did not 
understand the environment they were in, or 
how close the fires were. Did you know that 
there is the NSW Fires Near Me app and an 
Australia-wide Fires Near Me app?  If you 
combine the information from these apps and 
the Bureau of Meteorology (BOM) you can tell: 

¶ how far away the fire is from you  

¶ whether it is being controlled, is under 
control or out of control 

¶ how alert and prepared to act you should be 

¶ if the alert level is high, there may be 
additional information on which areas are 
being advised to seek shelter and for which 
areas it is already too late to leave. 

¶ which way the wind is blowing and whether 
there will be a change in direction coming 

¶ what the Fire Danger Rating is going to be 
over the next few days. 

¶ on the NSW app you can set a Watch Zone 
for anywhere you are in NSW and the app 
will send you notifications if a fire comes 
within the radius you set. 

Just in case you lose mobile phone reception 
(which is very likely in an emergency), donôt 
forget to pack your battery-operated radio. If 
you need help with any of this, please get in 
touch with us and we will be only too happy to 
help.  

 
If you would like to contact the Brigade there 
are a number of ways: 

¶ Email: brfb@bigpond.com  
¶ Facebook:  Burrawang Fire Brigade 
¶ Ring Elizabeth Ellis Community 
Engagement Officer on 0411032712 

¶ Or come on down on a Wednesday evening 
to the station on Hoddle St, opposite the 
Burrawang General Store and Caf®.  Any 
time after 7pm (usually ï back again 
regularly in February).  

 
 
 

 

We would like to extend our very warm wishes to our Burrawang and 

Wildes Meadow community     

For a joyous Christmas and  

a safe and happy Holiday Season  

And a huge thank you from the Burrawang 

Rural Fire Brigade for your support throughout 2021  

 
We look forward to joining in the Community Xmas party at the Burrawang Oval on 

Saturday 11 December at 4pm.  

https://www.rfs.nsw.gov.au/fire-information/BFDP/burn-notifications
https://www.rfs.nsw.gov.au/fire-information/BFDP/burn-notifications
mailto:brfb@bigpond.com


6 

Burrawang Herald News                                                                                          December 2021 

The Burrawang School of Arts Inc. 

As we emerge from Covid restrictions and Public Health Orders there is a renewed sense of 

optimism that the worst is behind us. Burrawang village gardens have delighted us all with a 

stunning Spring display, lightening our spirits and giving us hope as we slowly return to normal 

life. 

Film Nights 

October's film night, "A Song to Remember" in the Main Hall proved to be particularly 

memorable for lovers of Chopin's music.  Whilst the storyline may have stretched reality, for 

many in the audience it was the music that entranced.   

Michael's final offering for the year will be "Funny Face" on Friday 26 November.  Audrey 
Hepburn and Fred Astaire star in this outrageously funny romantic comedy with songs by 
George and Ira Gershwin.   
 
There will be a break in the film nights in December but we resume in January with "Six Degrees 
of Separation" directed by Fred Schepisi with Stockard Channing, Will Smith and Donald 
Sutherland and in February Michael has chosen "League of Gentlemen".  This 1960 criminal 
comedy stars Jack Hawkins and Nigel Patrick and promises to be amusing viewing. 
 
Council Community Meeting at Burrawang 
The Interim Administrator for the Wingecarribee Shire Council, Viv May, met with locals in the 
Main Hall on Thursday 4 November. The meeting was one of a series of Community Meetings 
across the Shireôs towns and villages to allow residents to ask questions direct of Council 
without having to visit the WSC premises at Moss Vale.  This is the second time the Interim 
Administrator has visited the BSoA and attendees appreciated the update on Council activities, 
consultation and Q&A opportunity. 
 
Annual General Meeting ï Saturday 4 December 2021 
The Burrawang School of Arts Inc. Annual General Meeting will take place on Saturday 4 
December at 9.15am for a 9.30am start. The Committee invites all Members to attend this 
important meeting and encourages new residents to consider becoming Members. The annual 
subscription of $20 per member helps to defray the costs associated with caring for our beautiful 
hall and its facilities.  Please contact us at burrawangsoa@gmail.com and our secretary Karen 
will email the membership form to you. 
 
Dates for Your Diary 

Community Picnic Day ï Saturday 11 December 2021 
Following the Covid Restrictions, the first big community event is planned for Saturday 11 
December from 4-7pm.  Village organisers are planning a car boot picnic and much more. This 
is an opportunity for Burrawang and Wildes Meadow to come together and party.  Santa's 
Village Picnic promises lots of fun and some big surprises. 
 
Make sure this date is in your diary. Register at TryBooking - its free but catering numbers are 
needed. 

mailto:burrawangsoa@gmail.com
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Trivia Night ï Friday 11 February 2022 
The School of Arts ever popular Trivia Night 
returns to the Main Hall on Friday 11th 
February.  The competition is always ferocious; 
tickets will sell speedily, so be sure to keep an 
eye on Burrawang Village website Whats-on 
page for the TryBooking link. Tickets will be on 
sale from early January. 
 
Australian Haydn Ensemble ï Saturday 12 
February 2022 
After many postponements through Covid, we 
welcome the Australian Hadyn Ensemble with 
their concert entitled ñMozart: Viennese Starò to 
the Main Hall on Saturday 12 February. This 
outstandingly talented group of musicians 
continues to thrill us with their amazing 
virtuosity.  Not to be missed, the performance 
will commence at 7pm on Saturday 12 
February. Tickets will be available from their 
website.   
 
Burrawang Village Website 
Details and tickets for all BSoA events will be 
advertised on the What's On Page on the 
Burrawang Village website closer to the event.  
All events are subject to the COVID-19 
restrictions of the day. 
 
Retiring BSoA Committee Members 
It is with sadness that the Committee is 
farewelling two of it's stalwarts.  Lesley 
Hetherington and Dwight Dowda have served 
on the BSoA committee for four and seven 
years respectively.   
 

Lesley has lent her considerable gardening 
skills to give the front of the hall it's well cared 
for first impression and made sure the hedges 
and plantings thrived continuously through the 
drought years. Lesley was also known for her 
talent for doodling during meetings without 
missing a single topic being discussed. 
 
Dr Dwight has organised many events and 
become a master at writing grant applications. 
It was he, together with a small team who won 
the considerable grant towards the 
replacement of the Main Hall floor.  Dwight was 
also well known for his quick and clever wit; 
always right on cue!  Dwight has also been 
responsible for writing this article for the 
Burrawang Herald; a hard act to follow!   
 
Also retiring as BSoA Committee members are 
Jenny Pridham and Deborah Davies. While 
both have only been on the Committee for a 
short while, their contributions have been 
significant and much appreciated. 
 
We would like to say a huge "thank you" to 
Lesley, Dwight, Jenny and Deborah for their 
commitment to and enthusiasm for the BSoA 
over the years.    
 
To all our readers, we wish you well for the 
festive season 
 
Caro Boyd 
Committee Member 
Burrawang School of Arts Inc. 
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Around the Traps ï December 2021 

Two hundred years ago, on 14 November 1821 
to be precise, Governor Macquarie ordered the 
first colonial settlement to be built in the 
Southern Highlands.  Named Bong Bong, the 
township was close to a pebbly ford across the 
Wingecarribee River, on the road south from 
Picton to the Cookbundoon, near what is now 
the Bong Bong Bridge.  This was mainly a 
military settlement to establish some law and 
order and only lasted from 1821 to c1843, after 
the administrative headquarters for the district 
moved to Berrima.  

So what has this got to do with Burrawang and 
Wildes Meadow, you ask?  Two interesting 
blokes, long dead, Robert Hoddle and Joseph 
Wild.  

Wild arrived from England as an illiterate 
convict in 1797 and made the most of his new 
life around these parts before being killed by a 
bull in the Wingecarribee Swamp, earning him 
the distinction of becoming the first person to 
be buried at the Bong Bong churchyard. Wild 
was an assistant to explorer Charles Throsby, 
with whom he worked on his Throsby Park 
estate at Bong Bong from 1828 until his death. 
Apart from Wildôs part in the discovery of 
Canberra, Sutton Forest, Jervis Bay, Bathurst 
and Lake George, his greatest claim to fame 
was finding Wildes Meadow while searching for 
some stray cattle. Old deeds show the place 
has had many names, including Joe Wild's 
Meadow, Wild's Meadow, then Myra Vale, and 
finally Wilde's Meadow, or if you arenôt too 
bothered about apostrophes, Wildes Meadow 
is just fine. 

As for Surveyor Hoddle, he was sent to Bong 
Bong to collect a motley bunch of convicts from 
the gaol there to help him survey and cut a 
road to the coast through the notorious 
Yarrawa Brush. He wasnôt too impressed by 
these Bong Bong convicts, saying that apart 
from the overseer and six others, he had never 
met a more idle bunch of men. However he 
eventually succeeded and for his trouble 
Hoddle had a street named after him in both 
Robertson and Burrawang.  

Now letôs fast forward 200 years. 

When driving across the Bong Bong Bridge 
during October, some of you may have noticed 
excavators working on both sides of the road.  
Contrary to a popular urban myth doing the 
rounds, this isnôt a new housing estate, but an 

archaeological investigation to determine the 
location of the buildings that made up the old 
Bong Bong township, to ensure any future 
works to improve the Bong Bong Common 
donôt damage this significant item of State 
heritage. Archaeologists had to excavate 
through over a metre of silt deposited by 
regular floods in the Wingecarribee River to 
find a footprint of the old buildings. In doing 
this work they not only found the footprint, but 
also discovered that the course of the river has 
changed considerably in the past 200 years. 

So next time you cross the Bong Bong Bridge, 
do give a thought to Hoddle and Wild, the 
gentlemen who gave their name to the main 
street in Burrawang and the once thriving town 
of Wildes Meadow.  

 
Geoff Goodfellow 

For all your Building and 
Renovations needs;  

 

⅝   Extensions & Alterations  

⅝   Project management  

⅝   Kitchen & Bathrooms  

⅝   Open plan living  

⅝   Structural Landscaping  

⅝   Decks & retaining walls  

⅝   Repairs & Maintenance 

 

You name it,  
we can do it! 
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With temperatures rising as we approach 

summer, rainfall at Robertson Station to the 

end of October was recorded at 1634mm year-

to-date. Gardens have been putting in some 

wonderful colour and growth in recent weeks. 

So have the weeds. 

The Highlands Garden Society Bowral 

wrapped up its 2021 Friendship Gardens with 

a visit in mid-October to the Moss Vale garden 

of Lois & Doug Morrison. What a joy to see 

beautiful design, lovely flowers and superb 

upkeep, with great views to the East. The 

absence of weeds attests to constant vigilance, 

large amounts of mulch and suitable insect-

friendly weed killer. Plans for 2022 Friendship 

Garden visits are under way, the first towards 

the end of January. 

In my own garden in Bowral I've been taking a 

lead from Retford Park's head gardener, Rick 

Shepherd, providing a new base for one of the 

eucalypts. It's an organic circle a metre and a 

half out from the trunk of the tree, with a series 

of layers of nutrients of bark, leaf mulch and 

plenty of worms to break down the clay below, 

surrounded by local stone. Extensive weeding 

out of countless kikuyu grass runners has 

restored soil richness. The more vibrant leaves 

above are attracting more birdlife, too.  

I'd like to call out a superb service for tool 

sharpening that I used this spring. Telopia 

Tools is in Mittagong, where Michael will 

sharpen all your garden tools, as well as home 

knives. Proper maintenance of garden tools 

ensures long life and proper function, saving 

time and money. Whether it's a long-arm tree 

pruner, or the blades for your mower or hedge 

shears, the results are superb. Costs seemed 

very reasonable given the wonderful sharp 

outcome. 

As this edition goes to press The Highlands 

Garden Society Bowral is running its annual 

Rose Show virtually, with entrants submitting 

photographs of their wonderful roses. The 

society ran a virtual Camellia Show in 

September, with entries from all over NSW. In 

2022 we return to live Camellia and Rose 

shows with superb displays again, along with 

physical monthly member meetings. I can't wait 

to be able to chat with fellow gardeners face to 

face, (or initially mask to mask!) If you'd like to 

consider joining us, feel free to contact me at 

ozjohns849@gmail.com. As a committee 

member I'll ensure you get a call from our 

membership secretary, Helen Leeson.  

Stone and bark mulch circle to improve 

microbiome under tree and reduce weed 

grass 

The winning 2020 Highlands Garden Society 

rose entry from Ray Bradley:' Isn't She 

Lovely' 

Wishing all readers of the Burrawang Herald 

the best for the holiday ahead and a Merry 

Christmas & a very Happy & Healthy 2022. 

John Swainston 

Vice President HGSB, 2021. 

mailto:ozjohns849@gmail.com
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Yummy Muffins 

This monthôs recipe isnôt anything fancy, itôs 

just good old reliable muffins. Comfort food. 

Great for school lunches, afternoon teas or óI 

feel like making something deliciousô days. 

These are no-fail muffins. Having said that, 

there are no guarantees in life but Iôm pretty 

confident you can nail these. Iôve used plums, 

apples and berries and theyôve all come out 

beautifully despite my 

baking skills being a bit hit 

and miss. Believe me, Iôve 

suffered Muffin 

Disappointment and these 

babies arenôt it.  

Quick and easy to make 

and delicious to eat. 

Whatôs not to love? Baked 

hugs! 

I think they should freeze well too but theyôve 

never lasted long enough in our house to find 

out. Make them and let me know how you go. 

 
Best Fruit Muffins 

Ingredients ï Makes 12 large-ish muffins 

¶ 275 g plain flour 

¶ 2 tsp baking powder 

¶ 1/2 tsp baking soda 

¶ 100 g sugar 

¶ 2 eggs 

¶ 1/2 cup (100 ml) light olive oil 

¶ 1 cup (250 ml) yogurt (if using Greek yogurt, 

add 1 tbsp milk or buttermilk) 

¶  about 320g plums (or blueberries, apples, 

etc.) 

¶ Raw sugar to top, if desired 

 
Instructions 

1. Preheat the oven to 180c. 

2. Sift flour, baking powder, 

and baking soda into a large 

bowl. 

3. Stir in the sugar. 

4. In a separate bowl or measuring jug, whisk 

together: eggs, olive oil, and yogurt, until 

smooth. 

5. Wash the plums and chop into pieces (or 

whatever fruit youôre using). 

6. Pour the yogurt mixture into the dry 

ingredients. 

7. Slowly stir the yogurt mixture into the dry 

ingredients in the large bowl, until just 

combined. DO NOT OVER STIR, it will 

make the muffins too dense. 

8. Gently stir in the fruit, 

with just a few turns, 

then fill the muffin cups 

(you can use paper 

wrappers or just put 

them straight in the muffin tin but remember 

to grease the tin if you do this). Sprinkle with 

a little raw sugar if desired, for a crunchy 

top. 

Chris P. Cream 

Recycle your drink containers and 

help our earth and community 

Burrawang Waste Warriors are collecting your 

eligible containers and taking them to a Vinnies 

depot which is not only achieving huge 

environmental wins but is raising money for our 

community! 

Put your 10c recyclables in any of the blue and 

white Vinnies bins at the following locations: 

P Behind the Burrawang General Store (RHS) 

P Down the side of the RFS station (LHS) 

P Near the back of the School of Arts (RHS) 

Your contribution means that we can fund 

projects for communities in our local villages. 



11 

Burrawang Herald News                                                                                          December 2021 

Burrawang School P&C 

When writing the last Herald 

entry in early August I noted 

how lucky we all felt that our 

kids were still attending 

School. Unfortunately, soon after all NSW 

Regional Schools moved to home schooling, 

followed by a ólock-downô school holidays, and 

more weeks of home schooling into Term 4. To 

all our parents ï well done, we survived! And 

importantly the kids did too, and they were 

certainly very happy to see their friends and 

teachers again. To the teachers who supported 

us during that time ï Mrs Bevan and Mr Reed 

ï thank you! We know your job was not easy. 

Thank you for your patience and the care you 

gave to each child and family.  

In Term 4 our Principal Chris Beard was called 

on to fill the Principal role at Bowral Primary 

School until the end of the year. We would like 

to thank her replacement, Ms Rachael Lever 

for stepping in and seamlessly managing the 

changes in Term 4 as we came out of lock 

down. It has been a very tricky year, with many 

traditions and gatherings cancelled. But 

Burrawang students are resilient, and they 

have dealt with whatever has been thrown their 

way.  

To our lovely and resilient Year 6 cohort ï your 

senior years have been disrupted owing to 

COVID, but you have continued to smile 

through it, and have been wonderful role 

models for the younger children. 

Congratulations Year 6 students - we wish you 

the very best for High School and beyond.  

We will miss you: Iona Beedie, Indigo Brain, 

Griffin Davies, William Hayes, Harper 

Macdonald, Evelyn Tsoulos 

This year we also say farewell to some families 

and thank them for their friendship and 

contributions to the School community and 

P&C. 

The Hayes family for their contribution to the 

Burrawang Markets, and to Roxanne Hayes for 

her service as secretary of the P&C.  

The Davies/Griffiths family for their contribution 

to the Burrawang Markets, for years of 

covering books for the School/library, and to 

Natalie Griffiths for her service as Vice 

President of the P&C.  

To Suzee Brain and family who have been part 

of the School for 13 years. Suzee has done K-

2 reading, canteen and was a key member of 

our cake stall team for the Burrawang Markets. 

In particular Suzee has given her time 

generously as the uniform co-ordinator for the 

last 5 years, ensuring our uniform shop is well 

stocked and organised, taking time to fit out 

our new kindergarten children and being 

available to parents for those emergency 

growth spurts!  

To all these familieséwe will miss you! 

The Burrawang Christmas Picnic on 

Saturday 11 December will be a good time to 

finally get together this year as a village and 

school community. The P&C will be fundraising 

for the School on that day ï we will have a stall 

stocked with delicious picnic-style treats as 

well as some Christmas gifts, and a very 

special Christmas Hamper raffle which we will 

draw on the day. See you there! 

On behalf of the Burrawang School P&C Iôd 

like to wish our School and Village community 

a very happy Christmas and a relaxing holiday 

season.  

Karon Di Francesco 

P&C President, Burrawang Primary School 
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Book Review 

As the various lockdowns end and the festive 

season approaches, we may contemplate, as 

we have not been able to do for so long, 

extended family gatherings or family holidays, 

and with that prospect, how we might secure a 

quiet, private moment for ourselves.  

May I recommend a book - it is, unlike a phone 

or other device, silent and unobtrusive, and 

demands time and attention. Once you have 

answered the inevitable ñWhat are you 

reading?ò you are likely to be left in peace.  

If you are looking for a book (or two), our street 

library (on the verandah of the School of Arts) 

is a valuable local resource. There are any 

number of thrillers, including recent novels by 

favourites like John Grisham and Lee Child 

(the Jack Reacher books). Bernard Cornwell 

(historical novels of the Napoleonic Wars) and 

Stephen King are well represented. 

There are also longer, more substantial works 

in which one might lose oneself, for example, a 

solid biography of Gore Vidal by Fred Kaplan. 

It was published some years before Vidalôs 

death; it does not describe his sad last decade, 

as his scepticism about the American 

experiment morphed into bitter and paranoid 

denunciations. Perhaps the book is the better 

for that. 

I also discovered a real treasure - the last 

diaries (1970 - 1983) of Christopher Isherwood, 

describing his life in California with his young 

lover. Various milieus intersect: the literary 

world of pre-war England (or, at least, it 

survivors); the artistic and film community of 

southern California; the emerging, more public 

gay scene, hedonistic yet oddly innocent 

before AIDS; and Isherwoodôs own fascination 

with Eastern mysticism.  

Anyone who has enjoyed his (semi-

autobiographical) novels - Goodbye to Berlin or 

A Single Man - will have marvelled at his crisp, 

spare and apparently effortless prose, and his 

cool, detached viewpoint. It is surprising at first 

how much he pours into his diaries - the 

minutiae of his day, casual even trivial 

observations, petty likes and dislikes, crude, 

disordered and confused emotions. Yet one 

can also see how all this might be moulded into 

a novel and that his great skill as a writer was 

his ability to edit himself ruthlessly. 

I have added to the library my own, ancient 

copy of Robert Gravesôs Goodbye To All That - 

his 1929 memoir describing his life in the 

trenches of the Western Front as a newly 

commissioned officer, barely a few months out 

of Charterhouse. It is beautifully written - vivid, 

candid and brutal. Graves was wounded, so 

badly in fact that he was reported as having 

died of his wounds. 

I first read the book as a schoolboy in the early 

ó70s. It had a powerful, disturbing effect on me. 

In part because it described the lack of agency, 

the senseless arbitrariness of survival in such 

circumstances, a notion that seems unfair, 

even improbable, to the young. And, in part, for 

the (to me) plausible analogy that I might be 

plucked from the school cadets at any moment 

to fight in the jungles of Vietnam (certainly the 

retired officers who were responsible for the 

cadet corps seemed to believe that was the 

purpose of our training). 

Yet, at the same time, I recall Goodbye To All 

That with great affection; I have rarely lived as 

intensely within the pages of any book. 

The street library also has many books for 

children, which may provide a better solution to 

the problem I posed at the beginning. Perhaps 

the children could read while the adults try to 

revive the lost art of conversation. 

Happy holidays! 

PJW  

 

 

 

Volunteers needed!! 

Join us at 9.30 on the 4th Wednesday morning 

each month at the boardwalk between George 

and Harman Streets Burrawang. 

Contact  Michael Kelly 4886 4324  
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Burrawang Public School 

At the end of October, Burrawang Public 

School we welcomed back our Kindergarten 

and Year One students and on Monday of this 

week, were delighted to have all our wonderful 

students back to face-to-face learning. We are 

very excited and thankful to have our students 

back on-site to continue their learning journey. 

K-2 and 3-6 students were all smiles as were 

the teachers and happy to get back into their 

routines, learning and catching up with friends. 

Burrawang Public School would like to take 

this opportunity to thank families for their 

understanding and positive approach to the 

challenges we have faced over the past few 

months. 

 
Rachael Lever 

Relieving Principal 

Whispers from the Pastéé 

In about 1989 we bought our acre block of 

land, 5-7 George St from a chap called Abel 

Nagy. He and his wife, Susan, owned about 

five acres bordered by George and Harman 

Streets in Burrawang. They had a few horses 

and goats and Abelôs aim was to be a farmer, 

at that time. I recall that Abel planted a large 

bank of trees at Kangaloon School for a 

windbreak so I think he did jobs around the 

area as well. Susan was a teacher. 

In order to get the farm, they decided to sell off 

the allotments that made up their holding. I 

believe the McAvennas in Chestnut Trees and 

us, the Millers at Millpark are the only original 

purchasers from the Nagys.  

A Spanish family owned the block behind us in 

Harman St and a family from Wollongong, the 

Gill family owned the corner block in Harman 

St.  

The Nagys moved on to Tallong where Abel 

was able to purchase a bigger holding for his 

farm. 

Today, the many walkers through the swamp 

on the lovely walkway, might think of Abel and 

his dreams then. 

Jill Miller 

Hatched Matched Congrats and 

Dispatched 

Erica and Andrew Leeming happy to announce 

theur daughter, Eleanor is engaged to Richard 

Feetham, son of Caroline and David Feetham. 

They will be married in April at Berrima 

Anglican Church. 

Congratulations to Lucy and Brendan Gow on 

the birth of their daughter Genevieve Lilly in 

September. A granddaughter for Jeremy and 

Mandy Perrot. 

We would like to congratulate Lesley and 

David Hetherington on the birth of their 

grandson Arthur James in August.  
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St Davidôs News 

Merry Christmas everyone! 

You know that well known carol, "We wish you 
a merry Christmas"? It's a little repetitive but 
who wouldn't enjoy the simple sentiment, not 
to mention the tradition of always singing it at 
Christmas? 

So, what do you wish for this Christmas? 
Considering this last 18 months we've all had, I 
reckon we may wish for normal life returning, a 
bit of travel maybe and being able to see 
friends whenever and wherever we'd like. 
Personally, I'm looking forward to being able to 
see family and friends with ease. Like many 
others, I've missed them. 

Over this Christmas period in our services we'll 
be asking you to fill in the blank, that is: we 
wish you a blank Christmas. What would you 
put in the blank? Here's what we've come up 
withé 

We wish you a merry ï joy filled Christmas. 
We wish you a hopeful Christmas. 
We wish you a safe Christmas. 
We wish you an awesome Christmas. 

I think those sentiments are very real for our 
community at this time and the good news of 
God coming to earth in Jesus, speaks into all 
that. 

Here's the details of Christmas events 

¶ Saturday December 18 from 5pm ï Robbo 
family carols 

¶ Sunday December 19 at 4.30pm ï Traditional 
Carols at Burrawang 

¶ Saturday December 25 at 9.30am ï 
Christmas Day Family service 

¶ Sunday December 26 at 9am ï Special 
combined service at Robertson 

I hope you can come and join us, bring your 
friends with you and have a merry Christmas! 

REGULAR SERVICES  

Our service times at Robertson are: 

Sundays  

¶ At 8am Traditional (1
st
 and 4

th
 of the month) 

¶ At 10am Contemporary Family (weekly) 

We meet on the 3
rd
 Sunday of each month at 

St David's Burrawang at 4.30pm, however 
there is no Burrawang service in January. 

If you cannot make one of our services I 
suggest subscribing to our YouTube channel, 
where you can watch the Robertson sermons, 
search on YouTube 'Robertson Burrawang 
Anglican Church.' 

 

Rev Graham Thomas 
Minister 
Robertson / Burrawang Anglican Church 
robertsonanglican.org.au 

4885 1210 

Find us on Facebook. 

 

 

Your local professional and caring Accounting and 

Advisory team providing all your accountancy and 

business advisory requirements. Including: 

P Tax planning, 

P Estate and succession planning, 

P Financial and management accounting, and 

P BAS and FY end reporting for individuals and 

commercial clients 
 

For a confidential conversation, please contact 

Rebecca Duffy or Joel Goring. 

Rebecca: 0422 174 660 Joel: 0422 452 543 

E: rebecca@goringduffy.com.au or 

joel@goringduffy.com.au 

Suite 8A The Mews Bundarooo St Bowral 

http://robertsonanglican.org.au
mailto:rebecca@goringduffy.com.au
mailto:joel@goringduffy.com.au
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Support local this Christmas with 

some tasty pairings to delight your 

guests 

As weôve said before in this column, we are 

blessed in the Highlands to have an abundance 

of excellent producers. To help finish off a very 

trying year for local businesses with a boost, 

why not include some top shelf goodies from 

your community on your festive tables? 

The Pines óDreamô matched with sparkling 

wine 

This soft surface-ripened (think Brie, 

Camembert etc) cheese is a beautiful 

expression of the absurdly picturesque and 

luscious green landscapes of the hills above 

Kiama where the sustainably farmed milking 

cows live in idyllic conditions. Clean, fresh 

cream flavours are perfectly matched with the 

spritz and the high acidity of sparkling wine. I 

often refer to the ólaundromat effectô: the silky, 

fatty mouthfeel of the cheese is gently 

scrubbed away with each sip from your glass, 

leaving your palate perfectly prepared for the 

next bite ï quite literally rinse and repeat. Local 

vineyards doing good, reasonably priced 

bubbles include Centennial, Artemis, Tertini, 

Cherry Tree Hill and Peppergreen Estate. 

Stilton served with Ms Peacock Confections 

dark chocolate 

A proper English Stilton is hard to beat for the 

classic Christmas cheese board and while Iôll 

always support local when I can, Iôm a sucker 

for tradition. Fortunately, dear reader, thereôs a 

great way to involve a fabulous Mittagong 

producer while also mixing up the traditional 

base with a lesser known match. Lots of 

people already know that blues go wonderfully 

well with syrupy and/or sweet wines, fruit 

pastes and the like ï but have you ever 

swapped the cracker for a piece of dark 

chocolate? Ms Peacock Confections create 

hand-made, truly artisanal chocolates and 

other moreish sweet treats at their kitchen in 

Mittagong and, trust me, treats they are. Grab 

some of their dark chocolate, choc-covered 

nuts or my other fave, the dark chocolate 

covered honeycomb for a surprising combo 

that will lift the luxe of your yuletide feast. 

Eden Brewery Apple Cider with Pecora 

Dairy óYarrawaô 

The delicious ócraft but not snobbishô beers 

from Eden Brewery in Mittagong are one of the 

Highlandsô not-so-well-kept secrets, but did 

you know they also make an apple cider? True 

to their style, the Eden cider is crisp, fresh and 

beautifully balanced ï and not crazily sweet. If 

youôre like me, most ciders are cloying well 

before the end of the first bottle but this brew is 

lovely and tart, without tipping over into 

indelicately sour. As a result, you can really 

taste the apple and apple is one of cheeseôs 

most enduring friends. Particularly lovely is a 

combo with Pecora Dairyôs award-winning 

unpasteurised hard sheepôs milk Yarrawa, with 

its balanced saltiness, grassy notes and 

slightly waxy texture. This is a really great way 

to ease into the afternoon after a big lunch, 

especially on a hot Aussie summer day. 

Happy holidays, everyone ï may the season 

see you back in the loving embrace of dearly 

missed family and friends. 
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Burrawang Cup Golf Day 

Beginning in the early 90s, the Burrawang Cup 

was first started as a way to welcome new 

people to the village, then as the legend grew, 

friends of friends brought friends to attempt to 

sip the elixir of Dionysus from the weighted 

brass chalice.  

The inaugural Burrawang Cup was played in 

1994 at the Royal Bungalow Golf Course in 

Fitzroy Falls, a treacherous course where 

Rabbit and Wombat holes were considered 

ñGround Under Repairò. Sporting a strong field 

of sandbaggers and creative accountants, the 

experience was forever heightened by the 

illustrious ñesky caddyò of the mighty Greg 

Schofield, which only just had enough room to 

carry the singular wooden club used by his 

young Italian handicap Giovanni Ruperto. The 

winner, Marc Chapman, etched his name in 

history and forever set the standard for those 

who considered themselves to be worthy 

champions.  

As time went on, the names engraved included 

the youthful ñBurrawang Butchers and 

Buildersò, the ñDairy Farmers from the swampò 

and a local TV star known for his Triton driving 

- each year synonymous with controversy and 

inebriation.  

The year 2021 saw the Cup held at the 

Gibraltar Golf Course in Bowral on the morning 

of October 31. It was a beautiful day and an 

opportunity to wear clothes that you would 

otherwise not be caught dead in (and on 

certain holes, clothes were left out of the 

equation all together). For some, the One Iron 

was used to perfection, for others, the lack of 

angle and loft made for a confidence crushing 

fear trip; humiliating divots being dug in front of 

the hungry crowds. The seasoned veterans 

tore the course up, whilst those playing their 

first games admired the wild foods growing 

amongst the rough.  

There was a ñSharpeò shooter who took out 

several longest drives, Bob ñPinroseò was 

constantly nearest the hole, and the ñThe 

Ladies Championshipò was a close battle, 

affording a single stroke win to Abigail 
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Bradburn. The legendary NAGA award was 

taken out by the ever consistent Mr Anthony 

Fisk and Runner Up a seasoned Cup winner 

Mike Bolton. The trophy this year won by Ed 

Woolfrey; a deserved champion, proving that 

golf was not just the winner on the day.  

May the tradition continue strong, below, a list 

of previous winners, who will have their name 

etched onto the Cup next year?  

1994 Marc Chapman  

1995 Marc Chapman  

1996 Don Willis  

1997 John Flemming  

1998 Mick Stead  

1999 John Flemming  

2000 Nat Waters  

2001 John Symons  

2002 Matt Mauger  

2003 Matt Mauger  

2004 Wayne Sharpe  

2005 Daryl Merchant  

2006 Joe Circurruto  

2007 Josh Schuman  

2008 Brian Kent  

2009 Adrian Hall  

2010 Reg Johnston  

2011 John Symons  

2012 Craig McGee  

2013 Mike Bolton  

2014 James Handley  

2015 Mike Bolton  

2016 Ed Woolfrey  

2017 Mike Bolton  

2018 Bob Penrose  

2019 Bob Penrose  

2020 Covid  

2021 Ed Woolfrey 


