
 

 

 CONTINUING A 139 YEAR TRADITION 

September 2021 

Ray White Bowral 

4862 1894 

raywhitebowral.com.au 

Ray White Bowral aims to be regarded by our Southern Highland’s 

community as the most trusted brand in real estate. Our unwavering 

commitment to ensuring each and every transaction is executed 

seamlessly sets us apart and helps us to realise this ambition. 

The diverse range of sales people, property managers and support 

staff who form our team, combines over 100 years of experience in 

the local real estate market, with an energetic and modern approach 

to an age old industry. 

Your local agent, Michael Maloney 0414 482 150 

Burrawang and Wildes Meadow Community Association 

2021 Annual General Meeting 

As we make our way through another winter in Burrawang 

and Wildes Meadow, the Burrawang Wildes Meadow 

Community Association (‘BWMCA’) has been preparing to 

hold our 2021 Annual General Meeting (‘AGM’) at the 

Burrawang School of Arts.   

We (‘the committee’) had originally scheduled the AGM for 

21 August but due to the ongoing issues with COVID, and 

the alarming rate in which the Delta strain has grown, the 

committee decided to defer the AGM until Spring.  We will 

continue to monitor the situation, so we won’t make any 

decision until we have a clearer indication that this variant 

of the virus is under much greater control from community 

transmission, and we know when Greater Sydney and 

some regional LGA’s are likely to have lockdown rules 

relaxed.  

As with all AGM’s under our BWMCA Constitution, all 

Office Bearer and committee positions will become vacant 

on the date of the AGM.  Any financial member who is a 

resident and wishes to be part of this committee is 

encouraged to nominate.  The BWMCA is an important 

function of our community as you will have an opportunity 

to help shape the future of the village and protect its’ 

surrounds.   

The committee will keep the community updated which 

you will have an opportunity to do when we finally agree 

on a date, and we will do a letterbox drop to everyone in 

Burrawang and Wildes Meadow. 

Meeting with Mr. Viv May Interim Administrator 
for Wingecarribee Shire Council 

On 21 July 2021, I had an opportunity to meet Mr. Viv 

May at the Wingecarribee Council Offices to discuss 

some issues which have been outstanding for some 

months.  Some of the more concerning issues revolve 

around traffic management, the condition of roads and 

safety along main throughfares in and out of Burrawang 

and Wildes Meadow. In particular, the main areas we 

discussed were: 

• Entry into Church Street from Illawarra Highway and 

the traffic hazards associated with visibility, speed, road 

width and signage  

• The traffic hazard at the intersection of Church and 

Region and the concerns raised by residents about 

visibility of traffic travelling south along Church over the 

hill and through the verge 

• The potential hazard at Church Street and Wildes 

Meadow Road intersections 

• The condition of Church Street generally, including the 

dangers caused by the small road width, overgrown 

verges and dangerous potholes  

• Plans or projects being considered for Crown and Dale 

Streets which deal with poor drainage  

Presidents Message  

mailto:raywhitebowral.com.au
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• Community concerns over Council considering 

guttering and walkways for parts of the village and 

ensuring we are engaged or consulted with during the 

project and planning phases  

• Vegetation and verge hazards caused by fallen trees 

after storms and clearing these to ensure the safety of 

our people  

• Stage two of the children’s playground in Hoddle 

Street, and 

• Water and shelter for the Burrawang Cemetery  

Mr. May and I had a very good discussion and he agreed 

these were all very valid concerns and issues and 

provided us with a way forward to address both our 

concerns and how we can become more engaged in the 

consultative process for any projects planned for the area. 

He explained that he was encouraged by the recent 

appointment of the new WSC General Manager, Lisa 

Miscamble, and the new structure of Council, which he 

believes will ensure greater accountability within Council 

and deliver better outcomes for community engagement. 

Re-alignment and Review of Structure of 
Wingecarribee Shire Council 

At the 14 July 2021 WSC Council Meeting, the recently 

appointed WSC GM, Lisa Miscamble gave a presentation 

to the community on her vision for re-alignment and 

structure of the WSC.   

During the presentation, Ms. Miscamble highlighted the 

significant issues which have plagued the Council since 

2020, including the departure of the previous GM in 

October 2020, the Performance Improvement Order 

issued in September 2020, the appointment of the Interim 

Administrator in March 2021 by the Minister for Local 

Government, the various reviews commissioned by the 

Interim Administrator which highlighted the need to 

improve governance and procurement practices, address 

workforce management matters (attraction and retention 

of skilled people, respectful behaviours and cultural 

change), improving transparency and community 

communication and engagement. 

Ms. Miscamble said that through the various reviews 

Council acknowledged the community concerns around 

how public funds are being spent and whether it was 

getting value for money, concerns around roads, 

footpaths, traffic, parking, growth and impact on the 

environment and what is valued about the Southern 

Highlands, concerns about Councillor performance and 

the very real issue that the Community is not feeling it is 

being heard by Council.   

Ms. Miscamble told the community it would address these 

issues through alignment of functions to support Council’s 

Strategic Planning, ensure greater role clarity, focus on the 

future community and organisational strategy, focus on 

people and culture, build greater capacity and capability 

and for Council to be more agile community focussed.  

She provided an overview of the new structure which she 

believes will deliver better outcomes for the community. 

Standing down as President of the BWMCA 

As this is my third year as President of the BWMCA, I will 

be stepping down as is required under our Constitution 

and it’s time to have someone come in with fresh ideas 

and a different approach.  I have enjoyed my time in the 

role, and I thank everyone in the community for their 

support. 

I have recently taken on a role where I will still have a part 

to play in reviewing developments and I will do my utmost 

to ensure we protect our villages from developments 

which are inconsistent with the Wingecarribee Local 

Environment Plan and Development Control Plans, and 

ensure we maintain the very proud heritage of our villages. 

As always, we welcome the community’s feedback or 

questions on anything else you see as impacting on the 

village or surrounding area. 

 

Kind regards 

Chris McCann 

President – BWM Community Association  

0474 500 658 

bwmcassoc@gmail.com 
 

Footnote: Chris McCann has stepped down as president 

of the BWNCA and Erica Leeming is acting president until 

elections can take place. 

 

 

Your local professional and caring Accounting and Advisory team 

providing all your accountancy and business advisory requirements. 

Including: 

 Tax planning, 

 Estate and succession planning, 

 Financial and management accounting, and 

 BAS and FY end reporting for individuals and commercial clients 
 

For a confidential conversation, please contact 

Rebecca Duffy or Joel Goring. 

Rebecca: 0422 174 660 Joel: 0422 452 543 

E: rebecca@goringduffy.com.au or joel@goringduffy.com.au 

Suite 8A The Mews Bundarooo St Bowral 

mailto:bwmcassoc@gmail.com
mailto:rebecca@goringduffy.com.au
mailto:joel@goringduffy.com.au
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Maugers Meats: The Last 50 years  

Back in the 50's, young Joe (Norman) Mauger and his 

wife Ethel began farming at "Thornhill" just out of 

Burrawang. Joe, who is my dad, began work life as a 

rabbit trapper. He was able to put a deposit on Thornhill 

property with money that he was lent by his parents. The 

property was subsequently paid in full with a 10 acre patch 

of cabbages grown in one season. Dad and mum 

proceeded with clearing the land to increase production 

and worked side by side planting and growing cabbages, 

potatoes, swedes and later growing cattle and sheep. The 

farming continued with the acquisition of adjoining farms, 

(Laurel View and Yandamanda) as well as properties in 

Robertson. In the early 70's cattle prices dropped which 

was the catalyst for the opening of Maugers Meats. Dad 

was able to purchase the old Wilson Butchery in 

Burrawang which had been closed for many years and 

had only been used for storage by Cliffy Scarlett. The 

shop was neatened up and officially opened up in 1972. 

Dad's prior experience in helping his brother deliver meat 

to local families by way of horse and cart held him in good 

stead and at the age of twelve I became part of Maugers 

Meats as number one wash-up boy.  

It was not long before we had reached capacity and the 

shop was extended to double its size. I was 16 years old 

when I became full time and my career in butchery 

extended to 50 years in the business and still evolving in 

one way or another. Maugers Meats re-invented 

themselves and went from selling meat to making Vicki's 

World famous pies and running a catering business with 

Vicki that lasted 30 years. During this time Mathew our 

son joined the business after completing his air 

conditioning apprenticeship, as a matter of fact all our 

children were involved in the business as kids, packing 

meat, serving customers on the weekends and even 

working in the catering business. This reminds me of a 

wedding we catered for in which the whole family were 

staffing. Nicole, 5years old at the time was delegated to 

the sink set with glove and apron. During proceedings 

gloves and apron were spotted resting on the sink without 

the operator. A search party was sent only to find Nicole 

seated with the bride on the wedding table. l nominated 

Vicki to go and retrieve her only to be told that she was a 

welcome guest and they would love her to join them. 

Hence she enjoyed a beautiful three course meal served 

to her by her parents and siblings. So many stories, 

memories, locations, people, destinations and of course 

hard work, late nights and roast beef rolls at 11pm on a 

Saturday night. A decision was made that Mat would take 

on more responsibilities in readiness for his leadership role 

of Maugers Meats. Over the next couple of years the 

responsibilities moved over to Mat until finally, some may 

say that Vicki and I returned to the farm full time. We now 

can concentrate fully on supplying our grass fed beef and 

lamb and producing a product that is healthier for you. Mat 

has had full control and responsibility of running the 

business for the last 5years and has taken the business to 

another level. Experience he has gained along the way 

and with business education has elevated the business to 

a point where it has outgrown our unique little shop in 

Burrawang. An opportunity arose through a friend and 

respected butcher in Bowral to purchase his business. 

The opportunity to move to larger and more modern 

premises in a central location could not be missed. We are 

still locals of the area achieving 5 generations of family 

members. Our farms on the Illawarra Highway between 

Robertson and Burrawang showcase the produce that we 

take pride in . We are still available for deliveries and just a 

phone call away. At this stage I would like to acknowledge 

some of our fellow businesses that helped us during our 

journey at Burrawang. Thank you to Scarletts Fruit and 

Veg General store, who we sorely missed upon their 

closing, The Hubbards subsequently Kirkby's and now 

The Burrawang General Store Cafe and of course the 

many publicans at the helm of the pub including Beryl 

Chase, Milton O'Brien, Ed and Julie and recently Pete. 

There were many friendships, help and great life 

experiences with hundreds of old friends in business. 

Time has come and life evolves and the next chapter is 

taking place. Thank you to all involved in our Burrawang 

life, for support, patronage, so many past and present 

people prepared to invest through their stomachs to see a 

small local business survive the last 50 years. 

John and Vicki Mauger 

Open 7 days 

8am to 2pm 

 

Follow us on Instagram or Facebook for events and daily 

specials 

02 4886 4496 

 

Online bookings via bgsc.com.au 

02 48864496 

bgsc.com.au 

bgsc.com.au
bgsc.com.au
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Burrawang School P&C 

On behalf of all parents, we would like to thank our Principal and teachers for their hard work and 

dedication. We have been very fortunate that our children have had the stability and security of 

attending school during these difficult times and are grateful for the individual care and 

professionalism of the Burrawang School team. We are also very aware that COVID restrictions 

continue to bring an added workload and stress for teachers.  

The last 18 months has certainly been challenging for everyone. One of the key roles for the P&C is to facilitate important 

fundraising for Burrawang School. The funds raised by the P&C support the learning resources, experiences and 

environment for all current and future students, as well as providing opportunities for enrichment and connection to our 

beautiful Burrawang Community and Village. 

It has now been two years that the Burrawang Easter Markets has not been able to proceed. As a parent community we 

have really missed the opportunity to come together and work towards a common goal. The Burrawang Markets were an 

incredibly busy event, and our Parents and friends put so many hours into making it work. The funds that came from 

these Markets were critical to supporting our small School. 

The P&C has been asked by parents and the broader community about how the School is faring in these times, in 

particular with the loss of the Markets to raise funds. Since the middle of last year, the P&C has been discussing a range 

of smaller fundraising activities as well as a possible larger event once that is feasible, and we have also identified some 

key areas and projects for fundraising. As a way of sharing these ideas and plans with the community we have created 

the Burrawang School Wishing Tree. 

The Wishing Tree is a way for us to share these ideas with our village and broader community. If there is an idea or 

project that interests you, we would love your support. There may be ways for you to contribute to these projects, whether 

it be your time, knowledge or expertise, or a donation, large or small. To help us explain and visualise the dreams we 

have for Burrawang School, two of our students, Arkie and Ruby Munro, have depicted the Burrawang School ‘Wishing 

Tree’ – beautiful work girls!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Wishing Tree has several branches… 

Technology  

We are working with the School to support the purchase of a Clever Touch Interactive screen to replace an outdated (and 

now unusable) smart screen for the Year 3-6 class taught by Mr Reed. This technology enables interactive, visual and 

multi-disciplinary teaching and learning, with infinite whiteboarding, hand-to-text recognition and screen mirroring. Mr 

Reed is an amazing teacher who uses technology to bring learning to life in his classroom. This will be a game changer 

for him and his students. One of our families, Danielle and Matt Wilson, have already made a generous donation towards 

this resource, and we would like to sincerely thank them for their support.  The School is ordering this screen as a priority, 

and will divert funds if needed; however, we would welcome any further donations.  

Sporting (facilities/equipment) 

Tennis court resurfacing – we are so lucky to have this court, which I believe was funded years ago by the P&C. It is really 

in need of some TLC and the great thing is that with a better court surface and netting, all the Burrawang community can 

use it on weekends and after school hours! 

Ruby Munro, Year 4  Arkie Munro, Year 3  
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General sports and play equipment – some ideas from the 

students and staff include: a cubby house/yurt, or an old 

boat for the playground (you may have one in your garage 

that we can repurpose!), Soccer goal posts (foldable), 

general play equipment…  

Languages  

We are continuing our support of French language tuition 

for K-6. In a P&C Parent survey in 2019, Languages was 

identified as a top priority from a range of curriculum 

enrichment ideas. The P&C committed to 3 years of 

funding for a French teacher for K-6 and this is our second 

year. Language learning is so important at this age. This is 

a large part of our yearly spend and without further 

fundraising it will be difficult to continue. 

School Grounds 

Picket fence for Hoddle/Church St frontage – this item has 

been on our list for a couple of years, but with no new 

funds raised in 2020/2021 from the Markets we have had 

to re prioritise. The idea here was to replace the hurricane 

fencing at the front of the School with picket fencing to 

align with the character of the village. The current 

hurricane fencing is a no maintenance fence, so we would 

need to replace it with no or low maintenance picket 

fencing - we have been investigating picket fencing made 

from recycled materials as an alternative. (If picket fencing 

is not possible, we would look to continue hedging across 

the front of the School.) 

Arts 

Music – we would love to bring more music into the 

School for the students. For example, to start a School 

Choir or Band at Burrawang, something that would involve 

the whole School. (Recently one of our parents has 

offered to run a School Band – thank you Sam Smith, we 

can’t wait!)  

Drama – in 2019 we had the Bell Shakespeare School 

touring group visit Burrawang and we invited other small, 

local schools to attend. The Bell Shakespeare program is 

wonderful and brings theatre and literature to students in 

small regional schools. There are a range of Bell 

Shakespeare in-school programs and resources on offer. 

Resources/Maintenance 

There are a range of smaller items or resources that pop 

up from time to time that lie outside the School budget and 

which are funded by the P&C. Some of these include 

online learning resources for reading (Reading Eggs) and 

Mathematics (Mathletics). 

Other ideas come from parent engagement with the 

School and some of the learning in and out of the 

Letters to the Editor and Article Contributions 

The Burrawang Herald is a community newspaper and we welcome 

feedback from our readers. Tell us what you enjoyed in this edition of 

the Herald and what you might like to see featured in future editions. 

Articles, comments or suggestions should be addressed to: 

The Editor 

the.burrawang.herald@gmail.com 

classroom. For example, the School is developing its 

edible garden area, considering being part of the NSW 

Bee highway, and possibly keeping chickens…all of these 

ideas will need support in some form or another. 

In terms of activities for fundraising, we are starting small 

with some regular raffles at the Burrawang Village pub, so 

please support where you can - we would love any 

donations towards raffle prizes! Our plans for a more 

substantial fundraising event are focussed on 2022, 

looking at a small Winter Fair/Fete, or a Fun Run in 

Burrawang which then concludes with a School Fete/Fair. 

Let’s hope by next year all of this might be possible! 

If you are interested in supporting any of the above areas 

on our Wishing Tree, in whatever way you can, we would 

love to hear from you. You can contact me (Karon) at 

karondifran@gmail.com or our Treasurer Bec Duffy at 

rebecca@goringduffy.com.au 

Stay safe! 

Karon Di Francesco 

President, Burrawang P&C  

For all your Building and 
Renovations needs;  

 

 � Extensions & Alterations  

 � Project management  

 � Kitchen & Bathrooms  

 � Open plan living  

 � Structural Landscaping  

 � Decks & retaining walls  

 � Repairs & Maintenance 

 

You name it,  

we can do it! 

mailto:Letters%20to%20the%20Editor%20and%20Article%20Contributions
mailto:karondifran@gmail.com
mailto:rebecca@goringduffy.com.au
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SCHOOL OF ARTS 

NEWSLETTER 

September 2020 

This edition of the Burrawang Herald sees us emerging 

from a cold, frosty winter with all the hope that the warmth 

and new growth of Spring engenders. 

For us all, the persistence of the Covid-19 pandemic has 

meant interruptions to travel, seeing family and friends and 

social events, and indeed the general routine of life as we 

knew it pre 2020. 

Not the least affected has been the functioning of the 

School of Arts. While maintaining Covid-safe practices, 

and taken advantage of those times when we have been 

freer to provide functions at the School of Arts, at least 

some of our planned activities have been held. Trivia Night 

(within the audience number limitations dictated by the 

Public Health Orders at the time) was a great success. 

Amongst the merriment accompanied by drinks and 

nibbles, attendees were regaled with questions and vied 

actively for the prizes. Neville Davies was a wonderful 

quizmaster, providing a liberal sprinkling of amusing 

anecdotes amongst the questions, which ranged from the 

manageable to (for some) the abstruse. The feedback on 

this event clearly reflects its popularity and lends support to 

conducting such a Trivia Night more than once per year. 

The Highlands Music Collective gave a concert in the Main 

Hall on 25 May; this was a very successful event and was 

sold out. Their organisers have expressed their wish to 

provide further concerts at the School of Arts. 

The Australian Haydn Ensemble delivered a stunning 

classical concert on June 6, with their virtuosi performing 

music by Boccherini, Mozart and Beethoven. This concert 

was also attended by a maximum audience, many 

members of which had travelled from beyond Burrawang 

to enjoy the level of excellence that is characteristic of all 

AHE performances. Their return scheduled for September 

4 has been canceled. 

The Grigoryan Brothers (world famous classical guitarists) 

are currently booked to provide a concert in the Main Hall 

on November 28.  

Film night remains a popular date in the School of Arts 

calendar, being held the last Friday of every month, under 

the expert organisation of Cath Ward and Michael Kelly. 

Adapting to these ‘unprecedented times’ the film night has 

been relocated to the Main Hall to allow suitable personal 

distancing. 

Unfortunately, due to the unconquerable forces of the 

emerging Covid outbreak and lagging ticket sales, the 

Medieval Feast that was to be held on 10 July had to be 

cancelled, much to the dismay of those who had already 

worked out their costumery. The Plague, in this 

circumstance, was just a little too real to allow us to 

progress with what would have been a fun event. 

The AGM for the School of Arts was scheduled for 

Saturday August 7. However, once more the uncertainties 

associated with the uncontained outbreak in Greater 

Sydney and some parts of regional NSW at the time of 

writing this newsletter has lead the School of Arts 

Committee to postpone that meeting. The new date and 

time will be publicised subsequently on the School of Arts 

website and the results of this meeting will be published in 

the next edition of the Burrawang Herald. A Meet Your 

Neighbour event that had been planned to follow shortly 

after the AGM had to be cancelled, again due to the 

current Public Health Orders, but this important function 

will be rescheduled. It is a great opportunity for meeting 

those newly arrived to Burrawang and Wildes Meadow 

while renewing old friendships and acquaintances over 

drinks and nibbles. 

Given this year’s necessary cancellation of the usual June 

Ball, noting its traditional popularity, the Committee is 

planning for a Burrawang Summer Ball, aiming for 

November 13. More of this will be published in the next 

newsletter and on the Burrawang School of Arts web site. 

So watch out for further information about this event! 

The School of Arts has recently been successful in 

obtaining a community grant from Wingecarribee Council 

for upgrading the kitchen and ensuring its ongoing safe 

operation. Meanwhile the “Floor Committee” is continuing 

its planning of the huge task of replacing the floor in the 

Main Hall. It is intended that this task should be carried out 

in the first half of 2022. 

Given the impact that the last eighteen months have had 

upon fund raising activities (including cancellation of 

events), the School of Arts has to depend heavily on these 

grants to maintain its structures in excellent and 

serviceable condition.  

The voluntary work of the School of Arts committee 

members in assisting with the building’s day to day upkeep 

and maintenance is something that goes on quietly 

“behind the scenes” and many in the community might not 

be aware of just how much time and effort is put into caring 

for this (your) community facility. Your continued 

membership of the School of Arts is immensely important, 

and there might also be times when you can offer 

voluntary help as a “Friend of the School of Arts”. 

To all our readers, stay safe and well. 

Dwight Dowda 

Committee Member  
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Around the Traps with Geoff Goodfellow 

One of my first jobs working in local government was to assess 

landholders to see if they were eligible to receive the farmland rate. 

In a nutshell, farmland rates were created many years ago to give 

some rate relief to fair-dinkum farmers who earned their living from 

the land. Naturally, this prompted anyone with more than a few 

acres to have a crack at getting cheaper rates. 

With the help of a creative accountant some of these smaller 

landholders made their rural residential lifestyle allotments sound 

like a booming agricultural business venture on the written 

application.  When I rocked up to inspect the place I often drove 

through a set of imposing gates that would have cost more than 

our house.  Further up the driveway would be the rambling country 

mansion surrounded by manicured lawns, Felicity’s dressage 

hacks, Henry’s polo ponies, the Range Rover, Mum’s Porche and 

six Charolais heifers carefully selected by the architect to match the sandstock bricks on the custom-built chook-house. 

Most of these rather grand rural enterprises could be attributed to property owners who had moved to the Highlands from 

the city for a lifestyle change.  They felt they were in the bush, so they must be farmers. And that is quite understandable. 

But being a farm boy, some of the justifications and business cases written on the farmland rating application made me 

chuckle, so I began jotting down a few of the more amusing comments as people tried to convince me their three heifers 

were about to corner the global beef market. 

Like a gentleman who had spent most of his formative years living in a country where the English language was rarely 

spoken.  His farm was not far from Burrawang and according to the application form, he ran “fifty heads of Hereford 

kettles.” 

One old fellow told me he had to go to hospital for an operation and was forced to “abandon my usual practice and hire a 

bull.”  Makes you wonder about his usual practice, doesn’t it? 

Then there was a sweet old dear living on the outskirts of Bowral who kept a stallion “for personal use.” And another at 

Wildes Meadow, who had a horse “just for company.”   

Didn’t say much for their husbands did it? 

A trendy pair from Exeter were adamant they should not be regarded as “hoppy farmers,” while an interesting young 

bloke from out in the wilds of Wingello was investigating the possibility of breeding with game birds.  

As a frisky twenty year old at the time I was tempted to scrawl on the file, “aren’t we all.” 

But I think my favourite application came from a charming Sydney lady who had eight heifers and claimed she was 

starting a stud. When I asked her where she kept the bull, she told me she didn’t have one. 

“Bit tricky establishing a stud without a bull?” I ventured. 

“No problem dear,” she said, “I have my cows serviced by 

the local stock and station agent.”  

What could I possibly say? 

Geoff Goodfellow 
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Septic Tanks – What can I put down my 

drains? 

Burrawang and Wildes Meadow aren’t linked to any 

sewerage systems so each home will have either a septic 

tank or an aerated waste water management system. 

There are different Council requirements for each of these 

and detailed information about their operation is available 

on the Wingecarribee Council website. This article is not 

intended as a definitive guide to the operation of any waste 

system and you are urged to visit the above site or contact 

the Council directly if you have any questions or concerns. 

Essentially, everything we put down our drains has an 

impact on the local area. Nothing is piped away to be 

processed at some distant treatment plant so it’s important 

for our own environment, and to fulfil our legal obligation as 

operators of these systems to be really clear about what 

can and can’t be put into our septic systems. 

Do not put these items down your drains or 
toilet: 
• Bleach or large amounts of disinfectants and cleaning 

products. They can upset the balance of bacteria in the 

septic. 

• Fats or oils. These can clog up a drain field and pollute 

the surrounding soil. Polluted soil can’t absorb and 

process the liquids from your system. 

• Nappies 

• Cigarette butts 

• Coffee grounds – these are great on the garden to 

repel pests 

• Washing machine or dryer lint – install a lint filter on the 

washing machine – a stocking over the outlet hose will 

do. 

• Wet wipes  

Wet wipes often contain a mix of fibres including cotton 

and rayon, as well as plastic resins like polyester, 

polyethylene, and polypropylene. This adds to the solid 

sludge layer at the bottom of the tank. Any non-

decomposed solid won't dissolve and the septic tank will 

need to be pumped out. Septic pumping is the biggest 

recurring expense of maintaining a septic system. 

What Household Cleaning Products Are Septic 
Safe? 

Another essential piece of septic tank information is to take 

care with choosing the cleaners and chemicals you use 

around your home. Your septic tank depends on ‘friendly’ 

bacteria to function properly, and the problem is that many 

disinfectants, bleaches and household cleaners are 

specifically designed to kill bacteria. To avoid septic tank 

problems, use organic and biodegradable household 

products wherever possible. Try using vinegar, baking 

soda or a mild soap solution. 

Use low-phosphorus or phosphorus-free detergents. 

Phosphorus is a major pollutant of waterways and 

contributes to the growth of algal blooms.  

Never put drain cleaners into the system – just a small 

quantity of these harsh chemicals can wreak havoc on the 

bacteria and cause septic tank problems.  

Many septic safe products will note this on the label, if in 

doubt contact the manufacturer. 

Toilet Tips for a Healthy Septic Tank  
1. Reduce how many times you flush the toilet. Use 

the toilet multiple times before you flush. 

2. Use toilet paper suitable for your septic 

tank. Suitable toilet paper is that which breaks up 

easily when it becomes wet. 

3. Don't use a disinfecting automatic toilet bowl 

cleaner like those that contain acid compounds or 

bleach. These have a slow release, continuous action 

that kills the bacteria in your septic tank necessary for a 

productive working system. 

4. Don't flush tampons down your toilet. One common 

question people ask and are confused about is, can 

you put tampons in a septic system? This is because 

today, there are tampons available that are now so-

called bio-degradable and safe to flush. However, 

when it comes to what not to flush into a septic tank, 

tampons are high on the list. The best rule of thumb 

here is never to flush tampons down the toilet, to be on 

the safe side. 
 

In the Kitchen 

Use a sink strainer – this 

prevents particles of food 

getting into the septic 

system. Food scraps can 

slow down the digestion 

process and can make 

solids build up more 

quickly (so you need 

more frequent pump-

outs) 

Note that while this article 

refers specifically to 

onsite waste 

management systems, 

good practice even in 

households linked to 

sewerage systems is to 

use appropriate, safe 

cleaning products and to 

be mindful of our 

environment.  If you 

shouldn’t put it in a septic 

tank, don’t put it down 

your drain, anytime, any place! 

Annella Wheatley 

Waste Line 



9 

Burrawang Herald News                                                                                                                                          September 2021 

SPOTTING A QUOLL 

Gail Dolphin 

Well, huge excitement at the Dolphin residence.  It was a 

quiet morning at the beginning of June, suddenly broken 

by shouts from Mr D – “quick, quick, come and look!”  I 

found him in the spare room where a brown furry creature 

was sitting on the windowsill looking in.  It was quite large 

and my initial thoughts were “a possum” (oh no!) or “a very 

big rat” (OH NO!!).  However when it turned to jump down, 

some large white spots were clearly seen on its fur and we 

immediately knew what it was – a spotted-tail quoll.  What 

a thrill!   

We kept watch from inside to see what it would do.  It 

moved further down the verandah, first jumping up on to 

another windowsill, then went to sit under the outdoor table 

at the end.  It spent a good ten minutes or so looking out 

through the railings, seemingly watching the alpacas.  

Being carnivorous, I could swear it was licking its lips and 

deciding which one would be the most juicy.  Finally 

deciding that this might be a bit ambitious, it then explored 

a bit more of the verandah before heading for the front 

door.  

I was lucky enough to be able to take a short video as it 
peered in through the fly screen – “mmm, perhaps they 
keep their chickens inside” – getting a very good side view 
of the whole animal as it walked away across the opening, 
after which we lost sight of it.   

Therese Cleary kindly provided us with the contact details 
of James Dawson, a quoll expert and Senior Team 
Leader, Ecosystems & Threatened Species at the 
Department of Planning, Industry & Environment.  Brad 
sent the video off to him for his interest and feedback.  He 
came back to say that it looked like a very healthy big 
male.  Apparently at this time of the year they are moving 
widely around the landscape looking for females because 
the breeding season is getting underway.  However he did 
warn us that although it’s great to see quolls, it’s not nice to 
lose your chooks to a hungry predator!  

It was also interesting to read in an article on ABC 
Illawarra on 30 June that spotted-tail quolls are thriving in 
the Illawarra and Southern Highlands according to a 
recent survey, despite a series of natural disasters 
including drought, bushfires and floods.  Experts put this 
down to rigorous fox control; however they still remain on 
the threatened species list in New South Wales 

The two-week survey was carried out in the Illawarra and 
Southern Highlands regions of New South Wales earlier in 
June and has shown the spotted-tail quoll population is 
one of the most stable in the state. 

Saving Our Species quoll expert James Dawson said 52 
quolls of varying ages were discovered in the survey.  
“Young and old males and females were caught, showing 
that the population is a robust resident breeding 
population," he said.  "It's particularly encouraging to see 
young females that are the nucleus of the future 
population," he said. 

Stitch and Bitch 

Knit, Natter and Yarn. 

Every Friday at 9 30am 

Upstairs in the Burrawang General Store Cafe. 

Bring along your knitting, crochet, embroidery, weaving, 

tapestry, or anything else and join us for the morning. 

All welcome!! 

Contact Glenda 0407 009 137  

for more details 



10 

Burrawang Herald News                                                                                                                                          September 2021 

As Spring Beckons, Winter's gardening time pays off - 

John Swainston, VP, Highlands Garden Society Bowral. 

It was with great sadness the Highlands Garden Society 

Bowral had to call off its July Winter Seminar for the 

second year in a row. Featured speaker Jane Edmondson 

was prevented from travelling to NSW by Victorian & NSW 

restrictions. Exhibitors from Sydney were also locked in. 

The chance to mingle and share and learn was something 

that after a year of monthly Zoom meetings Southern 

Highlands gardeners were so craving.  

We have had to cope with above average winds through 

winter. Debris, fallen branches, snapped bushes all have to 

be tidied up and the garden well mulched against the 

coming heat. This gardener chose the winter to clear a 5 x 

35m patch at the bottom of the garden that had become 

infested with weeds since the end of the drought. To do so, 

it was done without destructive heavy equipment (ripping 

up wanted tree roots) or any damaging chemicals or 

weedkillers. It required 13 trips to the Moss Vale Resource 

Recovery Centre, with over 4 tonnes of roots, English ivy, 

blackberry, kikuyu and 7 privet trees and their extended 

root structures. They are being replaced by some 50 native 

plants which, in a couple of years, will provide a feast for 

visiting bees and some much-needed cover for smaller 

birds, currently completely absent from this writer's Bowral 

garden. Facing north this area will become a new focus of 

colour and texture. 

Be part of the broader Wingecarribee shire effort to reduce 

and eliminate pest weeds, which rapidly deplete natural 

vegetation and soil goodness. You can read more about 

that in the WSC website.  

Now, some important jobs to get done in Highlands 

gardens this September: 

The lawn will need a trim but be gentle! Longer grass 

encourages deeper roots and discourages weeds. A good 

feed of slow acting fertilizer now will pay dividends by 

summer and produce better long-term results than a high 

sulphate of ammonia feed that delivers impressive initial 

improvement. 

Get those flowering 

blooms selected and 

planted now. With 

suitable ground 

preparation add 

azalea, rhododendron, 

camellia for instant 

colour and annual joy. 

Feed your existing garden with a good mix of blood and 

bone and some sulphate of potash every three weeks or 

so and see how well strong new shoots develop through 

summer.  

Make sure you've cleared any grass from around fruit 

trees. Grass wins in the feeding race. Do this now and, 

properly watered, next season's fruit will show the benefit. 

Be on the look-out for grubs in the veggie patch. Seedlings 

of brassicas, lettuce and leaks can go in now, but 

tomatoes are best kept under cover until mid-October 

when the last frost can be assuredly past. (I got caught 2 

years ago on October 12 in Bowral!) 

The speaker for the next Highlands Garden Society 

Bowral on Friday 17 September is a representative of the 

RFS, who will detail how we can best prepare our homes 

and our gardens for the coming bushfire season. With so 

much rain over 18 months across the Highlands there is a 

huge increase in fuel (as there was, indeed, in my own 

garden.) This seminar is only available to members of the 

Society, which currently meets on the 3rd Friday at 

6.00pm each month by Zoom and still operates a COVID-

Safe Friendship Garden visit around the Highlands from 

Spring through to the Autumn.  

Finally, in the hope that it will be open again by the 

October long weekend, check out Retford Park, the 

wonderful house and garden owned by the National Trust. 

Spring colour never looks better than at this wonderful 

Bowral property. 

Highlands Garden Society Bowral has members from 

Robertson to Bundanoon to Berrima and Mittagong. Feel 

free to contact the writer for more information. 

John Swainston  

ozjohns849@gmail.com  

mailto:ozjohns849@gmail.com
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St David's News 

 

 

 

 

 

 

As a sport nut I'm finding it really difficult not to write about 

the Olympics. So, I'm going to write about the Olympics!  

What a Games we're having! As I write we are fourth on 

the medal tally, fourth! For a country our size that is 

amazing. I've loved watching the athletes push themselves 

to their limits and I've loved watching them be rewarded 

with medals for their efforts. 

Of course, the Olympics have been around for a long time, 

even around the time of Jesus. Although, the slightly 

awkward truth was that the athletes competed in the nude! 

I'm pretty sure that hasn't been suggested by the 

International Olympic Committee these days. That's an 

image you probably didn't need. 

 In the book of Hebrews in the Bible, the writer uses an 

Olympic type metaphor to describe the Christian life: 

…And let us run with perseverance the race marked out for 

us, 2 fixing our eyes on Jesus, the pioneer and perfecter of 

faith… (Hebrews 12:1-2) 

In fact, the apostle Paul writes on his death bed how he has 

'fought the good fight, finished the race and kept the faith' (2 

Timothy 4:7). 

It's a good analogy, because the Christian life is all about 

Jesus and it's about keeping the faith, keeping on trusting in 

Jesus, finishing the race, so to speak. 

One of my favourite Olympic events is the marathon, not 

that I could run a marathon, I was always more of a sprinter 

in my heyday! In the marathon the athletes must keep 

going, they must keep their eyes on the prize, they must 

keep their eyes on the end. Of course, that's something we 

must all consider, that is, what happens when this life 

ends? It's not a conversation we like having, but it's one we 

should. And it won’t come as much of a surprise that Jesus 

has much to say about this too. 

Can I encourage you pick up a Bible and read one of 

Jesus' biographies (Matthew, Mark, Luke or John) and find 

out what Jesus says about this life and what happens at 

the end of the race? If you don't have a Bible contact our 

church office and we'll give you one. You're also very 

welcome at any of our covid safe services, see the details 

below. 

REGULAR SERVICES  

Our service times at Robertson are: 

Sundays   

✝ 8am Traditional (1st and 4th of the month) 

✝ 10am Contemporary Family (weekly) 

We meet on the 3rd Sunday of each month at St David's 

Burrawang at 4.30pm. 

If you cannot make one of our services I suggest 

subscribing to our YouTube channel, where you can 

watch the Robertson sermons, search on YouTube 

'Robertson Burrawang Anglican Church.' 

Rev Graham Thomas 

Minister 

Robertson / Burrawang Anglican Church 

robertsonanglican.org.au 

4885 1210 

Find us on Facebook. 

Robert Handley 
0419 243 520       Lic. 110210C 

 

robertsonelectricalservices.com.au 

 

Underground Power 

Smoke Alarms 

Safety Switches 

Stoves 

Hot Water 

TV Aerials 

Phone & Data 

 

Serving Robertson & District Since 1999 

robertsonanglican.org.au
robertsonelectricalservices.com.au
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       Burrawang Rural Fire Brigade 

 

 
Coming Events 

Get Ready Weekend 2021:  Regrettably COVID-19 will not allow us to host our very popular fire season briefing and 

afternoon tea this year as we would like to.  The good news is that we will be offering a number of alternatives - all COVID 

safe.   

• On Saturday September 11 (9am-Midday) and Sunday 12 (1-4 pm) we will have the fire station open for drop in 

visitors to meet members of the Brigade and discuss your individual questions at any time at the Burrawang Fire 

station, 2 Hoddle St – just opposite the Burrawang General Store and Café.   

• At 10am on Saturday and 2pm Sunday we will have a short presentation on the fire season 21/22 and how you 

can assess the risks of a fire, at the Burrawang Fire station.   

• You will be able to book a COVID safe property visit or a neighbourhood exercise for the spring 

• We will be launching our on-line program for families which might prove valuable for the October school holidays. 

All members of the community are very welcome especially new residents 

COVID-19 allowing, we plan to offer again our Community Fire Awareness workshop in late October.  This is a half-day, 

hands on workshop at the station designed to prepare people who may end up being on their own during the fire period 

but would be valuable for many others as well.  Contact Deputy Captain Elizabeth Ellis (details below) if you want to lodge 

an expression of interest. 

Following the great success of our on-line 2020 Get Ready Challenge (still available at www.burrawangrfb.org ) we are 

making great progress on our on-line project, similar but more fun, for families or carers with children of all ages. Watch 

our Facebook page for its launch.  Better still Like us on Facebook! 

Brigade news and activities 

We would like to welcome Carla Graham to the Brigade as our new treasurer and to thank Geoff Kleeman for his 

commitment over many years in that role.  This is one of the many particularly important ways that members of the 

community can support the operations of the Brigade. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Brigade has seen more new equipment and improvements to the station through assistance from the local 
community, grants and local council support.  These include: 

• A high-powered light tower which will provide a safer night-time work environment for vehicle or structural fires thanks 
to an RFS Association grant. 

• New roller doors, motors and controllers which mean faster and more efficient access to the station. 

(L to R) Elizabeth Ellis, Phillipa Drewett and Peter Marshall all received the long service medal in May 

http://www.burrawangrfb.org
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• More much needed heavy weather gear for winter work. 

The Brigade continues to be called out on a regular basis throughout winter for motor vehicle accidents and structural 
fires and the occasional pile burn not properly reported or that has got away from the property owner.  In addition, the 
Brigade assisted with a hazard reduction burn at Diamond Fields Road (Diggers Creek HR) in May (see below). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Brigade training 

A lot of our training has recently been put on hold again because of COVID-19 but we hope to soon be able to conduct 
our multi brigade village exercise which had to be postponed in June. Just to remind the community that the RFS has 
extremely strict COVID safe working methods to ensure the safety of the public and our members.  

Hugh Seaton and Ben Boyd are completing their Village Firefighting and Chris Dobrynski and Bruce Waters are doing 
their Chainsaw qualification. In addition, Phillipa Drewett and Nicholas Gray are doing Off Road Driving.   All the district 
training opportunities have been put on hold over the past month due to COVID-19 restriction but many of our members 
have managed to upgrade their qualifications. In May, 10 of our members were selected to attend a Protect and 
Preserve the Scene course held at Mittagong Fire Control Centre to make sure that we could protect a scene for later 
investigation as to its cause, whether it was a bush fire, motor vehicle accident or structure fire. 

Preparing for summer 

Go online to our website at www.burrawangrfb.org  for lots of ideas for what might be done to prepare you, your families 
and your property this spring.  If you would like a property visit, to help evaluate your preparedness contact Elizabeth 
(details below) and she can arrange for a COVID-safe visit.  

As spring emerges, many landowners think about getting pile burns done before they need a permit.  Please read all the 
advice on pile burns on the Wingecarribee Council website (search Backyard burning) and don’t forget to let your 
neighbours know and complete the online notification to the NSW RFS (Notify us of your planned burn - NSW Rural Fire 
Service) or we can be called out unnecessarily. Contact us if you need help with your pile burn.  For Fire Permits, from 
October 1, please contact Captain Col Munro 0421 568 754 or Senior Deputy Captain Mark Compton 0413 446 055. 

The pile burn shown in the photographs below escaped from the land owners, who had not notified the NSW RFS or 
their neighbours, were not adequately supervising the burn, and had no ability to control the fire.  Please don’t let it be 
you! 

 

http://www.burrawangrfb.org
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Bush Fire Alerts that you will find on Fires Near Me now work like this: 

 

For more information:  http://www.rfs.nsw.gov.au/plan-and-prepare/alert-levels 

Contact us 

If you would like to contact the Brigade there are a number of ways: 

Email: brfb@bigpond.com  

Facebook:  Burrawang Fire Brigade 

Ring Elizabeth Ellis Community Engagement Officer on 0411032712 

Or come on down on a Wednesday evening to the station on Hoddle St, opposite the Burrawang General Store and 
Café.  Any time after 7pm (usually).  

 

 

 

 

ADVICE 

 

A fire has started. There is no immediate danger. You need to stay up to date in case the 

situation changes.  Keep watch on Fires Near Me and check the weather forecasts for wind 

direction and strength.  Regularly listen to your local emergency radio for changes in the 

situation. Plan for where you could go to if you need to leave your home. 

 

 

 

 

WATCH AND ACT 

 

There is a heightened level of threat. Conditions are changing and you need to start taking 

action now to protect you and your family.  Start putting your Bush Fire Survival Plan into 

action.  Prepare to leave early and if you are staying and defending, finish the last of your 

preparations. 

 

 

 

 

EMERGENCY 

WARNING 

 

An Emergency Warning is the highest level of Bush Fire Alert. You may be in danger and 

need to act immediately. Any delay now puts your life at risk. If you still can, leave for a safer 

place.   

http://www.rfs.nsw.gov.au/plan-and-prepare/alert-levels
mailto:brfb@bigpond.com


15 

Burrawang Herald News                                                                                                                                          September 2021 

In addition… (A word about cheese) 

People rarely put just cheese on a cheese plate. I’m often asked for advice on 
what else to include to make the ideal platter. Of course there is no one right 
answer and it largely comes down as much to 
personal preference as anything else. That said, 
there are a few things that bear consideration for 
your next spread.  

The first thing people usually think of is what to 
put the cheese on. Some prefer bread, some 
toast or crouton-style biscuits, others crackers. 
For me personally, while it sometimes depends on the cheese, I generally 
prefer fresh, crusty bread, at best a good quality baguette, especially for gooey 
and stinky Brie, Camembert or washed rinds. For crackers, I like oat cakes for 
blues, wafers for soft, buttery and subtly flavoured cheeses and harder rye 
crackers or similar for hard cheeses. Other notable varieties are spiced fruit 
toast-style biscuits for blues and more flavourful cheeses (ie those that won’t 
have their flavour interrupted or overwhelmed) and even things like ginger 
snaps, ANZAC biscuits and shortbread to really get your tastebuds on the job. 

For accompaniments it seems that quince paste has become the go-to but it’s 
worth exploring other textures and flavours. Before even leaving the paste 
aisle, why not try fig paste or spiced pear next time? On the cheese boards in 
my shop, I use a paste made from Pinot Noir pressings and it’s marvellous. 
Adjacent to pastes are chutneys, relishes and the like, of which there are 
innumerable varieties. For harder, saltier cheeses, how about a green tomato 
relish, even with a hint of chilli? Cheddar has no better friend, in my view, than 
a really good, tart apple chutney and for blues, a fig mostarda (sticky fig jam 
with mustard seeds or syrup) is a revelation.  

Pickled, brined, dried and fermented fruit and veg are next on the list and, 
again, there are far too many to name. Left to me, marinated olives (as 
opposed to the heavily salted brined versions) are a lovely texture and flavour 
complement to a wide variety of cheeses. Similarly, a properly acidic and 
crunchy cornichon (a.k.a. gherkin) is a winner with salty, hard cheeses. Dried 
fruits (and fresh, for that matter) can also add a layer with more natural 
sweetness, often balanced nicely with an inherent fruity acidity that goes hand 
in hand with salty and acidic cheeses. Nuts are another favourite – pecans, 
almonds (smoked and roasted are my fave), pistachios and walnuts all 
deserve honourable mentions here.  

Naturally there are myriad other delicious bits and pieces you can add, eg 
charcuterie/salume/cured meats and fish, honey, truffle shavings etc. and don’t 
even get me started on pairing cheese with chocolate! It’s a lot of fun to play 
around with texture and taste. Remember, this is just a tiny handful of the 
goodies out there, so get your lab coat on and start experimenting. 

Hugh Nicholas 

Cheese etc.. 

Mobile Library Update 

The mobile library continues to be a 

well-used service, stopping at 

Burrawang once a fortnight. Currently 

a Click & Collect service, reserving 

items to collect every second 

Thursday is the perfect way to avoid 

coming in to town while still having 

plenty to read, watch or listen to! 

Items can be reserved online using 

your library card number and PIN, by 

calling our wonderful mobile library 

officer, Clare, directly on 0417 699 

641, by contacting the library on 1300 

266 235, or through the library’s 

Bookmyne app. 

Please remember to bring a mask 

and your library card to collect your 

items. 

Here’s when we’ll next be at 

Burrawang: 

• September 2, 16 and 30 

• October 14, 28 

• November 11, 25 

We look forward to seeing you in the 

main street, just near the pub 
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Technology Life - A summary of what’s 

happening out there 
PC market shows no sign of slowing down 

After a sharp decline during the first quarter of 

2020, worldwide PC shipments have grown by 32 

percent to reach a total of 69.9m units shipped 

during the first quarter of 2021 according to new 

research from Gartner.  In fact, sales have 

increased so much that the PC market recorded 

the fastest year-on-year growth since the research 

firm first began tracking PC shipments all the way 

back in 2000. 

WhatsApp group chats are getting more private 

WhatsApp will soon allow you to decide who can send self

-destructing messages in group chats, giving you an extra 

level of control over privacy.  WhatsApp has been working 

on its disappearing message feature for quite some time, 

giving users the ability to configure the messages they 

send automatically vanish after a set period. 

The pitfalls of remote work 

Working exclusively at home has become a reality for 

many across the globe, blurring the lines between work 

and life.  As a result, staff are working more hours, time is 

wasted in unnecessary meetings or video calls, and 

burnout and imposter syndrome is on the rise.  According 

to a new report, the remote working environment has 

resulted in people working nearly two hours more each 

day.  Unsurprisingly, employees are reporting high levels 

of mental fatigue, with three quarters (71 percent) of the 

workforce experiencing burnout in the past year. 

Monster antimatter particle slams in Antarctica 

The most remote particle detector on Earth has detected 

the most energetic antimatter particle ever: a single 

ultralight particle that smacked into the Antarctic ice with 

the thundering energy of 6,300 flying mosquitos. 

The collision occurred in 2016, but researchers only 

confirmed the details of the event in March 2021. 

This antineutrino, an antimatter counterpart of the wispy, 

difficult-to-detect particle known as a neutrino, collided with 

an electron in the ice of Antarctica at nearly the speed of 

light.  That collision created a shower of particles detected 

by the buried Ice Cube Neutrino Observatory, a facility 

responsible for much of the important high-energy neutrino 

research of the last decade.  Now Ice Cube physicists 

report that the particle shower included evidence of a long-

theorised but never-before-seen event known as Glashow 

resonance.  It’s hard to wrap your mind around these 

numbers. A single neutrino has a mass of about 2 billion-

billion-billion-billionth of a gram.  This is about 450 times 

the maximum energy that the Large Hadron Collider, 

CERN’s 17-mile-long multi-billion-dollar accelerator, should 

be able to produce by the late 2020s following ongoing 

upgrades. 

Napping Arctic walrus wakes up in Ireland 

A walrus spotted on an Irish beach on March 14 this year 

may have floated there from the Arctic Circle after falling 

asleep on an iceberg.   

According to Kevin Flannery, a marine biologist with the 

Dingle Oceanworld Aquarium, the walrus, thought to be 

quite young based on the length of his tusks, fell asleep on 

an iceberg near the Arctic Circle and drifted off out into the 

mid-Atlantic, possibly down the coast of Greenland.  The 

walrus was exhausted and hungry. 

Want to eat less junk food? 

If willpower to stop filling your kitchen with forbidden 

confections is an issue then look to the big brand in treat -

lockups is the Kitchen Safe kSafe, which cruelly entombs 

your goodness a tantalisingly clear container.  Lock it up, 

set the timer (or get someone else to do it) and you’ll be 

denied access either until it hits zero or you are so weal-

willed you break the thing apart. 

Guide dog backpack 

Intel teamed up with researchers from the University of 

Georgia to create a backpack that gives guidance to the 

visually impaired.  The AI-powered, voice-operated 

backpack connects to a forward facing bum bag with a 

camera to detect it’s surroundings and point out any 

obstacles.  In much the same way as autonomous 

vehicles the backpack uses visuals, depth fields, a GPS 

tracker and neural nets to recreate the world and describe 

it to the wearer. 

Melanoma detector 

MIT researchers have developed a machine-learning 

algorithm that can use smartphone imaged to screen for 

melanoma and other cancerous skin lesions.  An article 

published in Science Translational Medicine details the 

deep convolutional network’s ability to assess multiple 

lesions at once and rank them in order of suspiciousness 

for more thorough assessment.  The accuracy was 

assessed to be similar to that of tested board-certified 

dermatologists and can be used as a rapid screening tool 

for initial consultations. 

Google Maps adds 100 AI updates 

Google Maps has received it’s biggest functional update in 

years, bringing 100 new AI improvements to the mapping 

and directions platform.  Indoor directions, location 

weather and air quality, and eco-friendly routes are all 

coming to the local update, which will be rolled out 

worldwide over the coming months.  

All information referenced from TECHlife Australia issue 

116, June 2021                        

Kind regards, 

Michelle Waters 
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Book Review 

I saw recently that Harvey Weinstein has been extradited to California to face 

further charges of rape and assault. His exposure in 2017 as a sexual predator, 

in separate articles in The New York Times and the New Yorker, represented 

the start of the #MeToo movement. 

The authors of those articles have each published books documenting the 

process of reporting on Weinstein - persuading reluctant victims to tell their 

stories in sufficient numbers to publish and Weinstein’s own increasingly 

desperate, indeed criminal, efforts to intimidate witnesses and suppress the 

articles. 

The better, more readable and compelling book, based on his New Yorker 

articles, is Catch and Kill by Ronan Farrow, the son of Woody Allen and Mia 

Farrow. He is especially well qualified to tell this story: his familiarity with 

Weinstein’s world of celebrity and movies, his sensitivity to issues of sexual 

abuse and the ordeal of survivors (his sister, Dylan’s allegations against 

Woody), and his considerable intelligence (graduating from Bard College in 

New York with a BA in philosophy at the age of 15 before going on to Yale and 

Oxford). 

She Said by Jodi Kantor and Megan Twohey is a rather prosaic account of the 

Times reporting: each editor or journalist who becomes involved in preparing 

the story for publication is described as yet another brave and inspiring 

colleague, and any hesitancy or delay is attributed to the paper’s scrupulous 

devotion to accuracy and fairness. 

By contrast, despite his privileged background and elite education, Farrow’s 

book reads as a taut, exciting procedural thriller, with self-deprecating humour 

and touches of LA noir. There is real tension and drama in Farrow’s book. His 

reporting was undermined at NBC (where he was working as he researched 

the story) by producers and senior executives cravenly hoping that Weinstein 

might option a script or assist them to transition from television to films. Farrow 

eventually takes the story to the New Yorker. 

Each book captures the bravery of the women who finally come forward. They 

all have their individual stories, for example Mira Sorvino who won an Academy 

Award for her performance in Woody Allen’s (it’s a small world) Mighty 

Aphrodite in 1995 yet seemed to fade away - she had rebuffed Weinstein’s 

advances as producer of a subsequent film and, in turn, he sabotaged her 

career. 

Weinstein’s industry relationships were purely transactional. He was provided 

protective cover by the apparent support and warm regard of widely admired 

public figures, such as Meryl Streep and Hillary Clinton (for whom he raised 

millions of dollars), who were indifferent to the widespread rumours about him 

or, indeed, his generally sleazy and thuggish manner (a book, if you like, that 

might have been judged by its cover). 

Both books are available from Wingecarribee Library. 

PJW 

Information & Disclaimer 

This publication is intended to be a 

Village Newsletter for the distribution of 

general information and events, not a 

Broadsheet for political comment. Whilst 

opinions expressed do not necessarily 

represent the present Committee of the 

Association, any information submitted to 

the editor which is likely to offend or 

concern a member or a resident, will be 

withheld form publication. 

Correspondence in relation to this should 

be addressed to the Editor. 

the.burrawang.herald@gmail.com 

Advertise in The  

Burrawang Herald 

Every quarter reach over 500 residents and 

visitors to our village 

Advertising rates per year 

Inside pages 

Banner  

190 x 60mm ~ $550pa 

Double business card 

120 x 90mm ~ $250pa 

Single business card 

90x 50mm ~ $175 

Please send your enquiry to 

the.burrawang.herald@gmail.com 

mailto:the.burrawang.herald@gmail.com
mailto:the.burrawang.herald@gmail.com
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A whirlwind of change at the SHAC. 

It’s been a busy 6 months at the SHAC. Sometimes a whirlwind. 

Outside 

You will have noticed some changes to the exterior of the SHAC in Robertson. 

There has been a renewal and focus on how we are seen. We agreed that we 

needed a facelift, so we have given the old potato shed a paint and a rebrand. 

This has come about through the generous efforts of one of our Committee 

Members, international advertising guru Jeremy Perrott. “I'm surrounded with 

amazingly talented people. 

It’s with them, we set the vision to be a top 5 creative destination within the 

region and in the top ten for regional NSW”. 

Inside 

Within these walls, we truly represent our community- with so many of our Volunteers living close by as many of our 

tenant artists do too. We have a full and exciting exhibition program with plans well into 2022 showing a diverse group of 

wonderful artists, both from the region and further afield. 

We have made great use of the Annex space and Gallery 1 allowing us to run 3 different exhibitions at once and/or have 

a dedicated media room. “We are committed to providing true creative experiences for visitors and an inspiring 

environment for the studio artists and exhibiting artists”. 

Thanks 

Firstly our thanks to the hard working, knowledgeable and cheerful group of Volunteers who we treasure. It is a cliché but 

we can’t do any of this without you. I’m constantly surprised at the high caliber of intelligent, willing and fun people who 

come forward to work in our galleries. Thankyou each and every one of you. We are very fortunate to have Annabel 

Baxter as head of our Visitor Experience and Educator sector. Annabel comes with an impeccable pedigree in this field 

and we are very grateful that she chooses to work with us. “We have a passionate army of volunteers who all love art, 

creativity and the artists. 

I'm so pleased to be working with such dedicated ambassadors”. 

Thankyou to all the tenant artists who make the SHAC the interesting and diverse hub that it is. A visit out the back, in the 

middle and in front, never fails to please. Is always a sure place to find that exact artwork you know you need. 

Our website has greatly improved with huge thanks to Cat Doyle. Cat is a tenant artist but is a software developer in her 

paid job. She has streamlined so many aspects of our processes with more to come. Lucky us. 

Ric Abel has capably taken on organising and managing Events and all that bar tending experience is proving invaluable. 

Thank-you Ric. 

James King continues to please and delight us all with his exhibition posters for every artist. I look forward to them each 

changeover. He also does much of the SHAC designing that goes out to you all. 

New Tenants 

A great asset to our precinct, earlier this year we were thrilled to Welcome Zoe Waters from Green Door Studios to the 

SHAC. A beautifully fitted out place where you can participate in fabulous workshops like Kintsugi-the art of Japanese 

ceramic repair; painting, upholstery and so much more including kids workshops. 

While we are all suffering the effects of lockdown, please remember our small businesses that need you to keep them 

going. Whilst you may not be able to participate in physical workshops, you can plan ahead and purchase a gift voucher 

for a class on their website. Green Door is a warm welcoming space run by the dynamic Zoe Waters. 

We are also excited to Welcome Gallery Jennings Kerr , a contemporary art gallery now based at the SHAC. The gallery 

aims to bring a dynamic exhibition program to the area of Robertson and is committed to presenting leading Australian 

artists alongside early to mid career and local artists. The director James Jennings Kerr has had extensive experience in 

the Australian arts industry having run Chalk Horse gallery in Sydney for the last 10 years. This experience has helped 

foster strong relationships with many talented and award winning artists as well as having extensive contacts with art 

collectors, consultants and industry professionals. The director and his family have relocated from Sydney and currently 

live in Bowral. 
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Gallery Jennings Kerr will bring a curated high standard of 

presentation to all projects that are hosted at the gallery. 

The gallery will be presenting artists Jasper Knight, Oliver 

Watts, Dean Brown, Peta Minnici, Alicia Mozqueira, Tanya 

Wales, Imbi Davidson, David Ryrie and many others 

within the first year of programming. They launched their 

opening show at the beginning of August and we wish 

them every success. 

The opening of Gallery Jennings Kerr saw the departure 

of Galerie Tetu. A breath of fresh air in our precinct- in both 

the art that was exhibited and the presence of Stephanie 

Tetu the owner. I know I speak for everyone at the SHAC 

in saying we will miss you, your smiling face and pleasant 

manner. 

So the past few months have been pretty busy in our neck 

of the woods. Like everyone else we’ve had to learn to 

spin, revolve and continue on, despite many disruptions. 

We will continue to respond flexibly and quickly to bring 

good art to the region. We need you as always to continue 

to visit our galleries whenever you can , check out our 

wonderful artists’ studios, become a Member or Sponsor 

and perhaps buy some art to make lockdown a little more 

bearable for yourselves and of course the artists you 

support. Or visit our online galleries 

https://theshac-exhibition-shop.square.site/ 

Finance 

Our interim Treasurer, Chris McCann can confirm we are 

in a good financial position going forward. Of course we 

have to spend money to make money and the Committee 

considers all expenditure carefully before going ahead. 

We felt strongly that the new look and feel of the SHAC 

was a good investment and it has proven to be to date. 

“(We are)…A thriving business, operating as a not for 

profit, delivering real results for our patrons sponsors and 

of course the artists.” 

Unfortunately under Covid, only a genius can predict, 

project and plan what is going to happen in the next 12 

months. But I strongly believe that Chris has made 

responsible financial decisions that will work in our favour 

long term. Mind you, the retrospecta-scope is an 

invaluable tool! 

Revolving Doors 

We have had some Volunteer changes- our hard 

working Scott Dunstan hung up his Media hat to 

concentrate on his home renovations and we 

acknowledge the enormous load Scott carried since the 

SHAC started until he left. 

Alexandra Taylor has also left Membership duties to 

concentrate on her painting and we thank her sincerely for 

her time in this role. But Alex will remain on as a Volunteer 

and we look forward to seeing her here. 

Gail Miller has also been 

one of the backbones of the 

SHAC since it started and 

knows her way round most 

of the labyrinthine paths 

here. Gail has decided to 

pass the baton on after 2.5 years at the coalface. We 

thank Gail for her commitment and dedication to the 

running of all that is the SHAC today. 

Sponsors 

We could not have done much of this without our 

generous Sponsors. And in uncertain times, their financial 

support is even more valuable. 

 Con and Lisa Kotis of the Robertson Hotel. 

 Michael Cawthorn of Di Jones Real Estate 

 Sean Robb and Carol Gutierrez of Robb Roofing. 

 And the McIntosh’s. 

Here’s to a return to some sort of Normal, or at least a 

future that is not so unpredictable or uncertain. Thanks for 

supporting us in every little and big way. We appreciate 

you all. 

Jane Cush 

President/Artistic Director 

the SHAC 

Robertson 

https://theshac-exhibition-shop.square.site/
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Wilde Living with Barbara Good-Fry 

Under the Linden Tree 
 

When my father was a 

school boy in Budapest 

he was sent to the 

Ludovica Academy, on 

the edge of the Orczy 

Garden.  Every 

afternoon after school he 

would be met by his 

grandmother on a stone 

bench beneath a 

spreading linden tree 

that overlooked the city 

from a low hill.  She 

would bring with her a 

basket packed with a 

thermos of rum-laced coffee and a Transylvanian honey 

cake.  They would share the cake and coffee and discuss 

the days’ events before making their way home, always 

stopping at the confectioners for a truffle or other 

sweetmeat.  The honey cake was, and still is, my father’s 

favourite cake and when the family was forced to emigrate 

in 1956, the recipe came with them to Australia. 

My grandmother would make this same honey cake 

whenever we visited and the 9-hour car trip it took to get 

there was always worth it.  I could smell and taste that 

cake in my imagination even in the back of an overheated 

Torana with my bickering sister.  My mother would beg her 

for the recipe and over the years Nagymama gave her 

several versions of it, none of them the same and none of 

them as good as the traditional family recipe.  Other family 

members who asked for the recipe were also given 

bastardised versions that never seemed quite as nice.  

Nagymama would look smug and content that she was 

the only one who could make the real Transylvanian 

Honey Cake and when she developed dementia and 

went into a nursing home it seemed the real recipe was 

lost forever.  All we had was memories. 

Not long before she died I was visiting her and helping to 

sort out her possessions when she suddenly announced 

that she would give me the real recipe.  A frantic search 

ensued.  We were both surprised at how many ”lost” 

things were squirrelled away under her bed and behind 

the TV and a dozen other places where she’d hidden 

things, but the honey cake recipe was not amongst them.  

I left disappointed and convinced she would never 

remember where she put it.  After her funeral I went back 

to clear out the last of her belongings and as the movers 

were carrying her old wardrobe out, I noticed a large 

envelope taped to the underside.  Lo and behold, carefully 

folded inside another envelope, inside some tissue paper 

and then wrapped in foil was the missing recipe!   

We are so lucky in the Southern Highlands to have local 

honey available to us.  When I first moved here, buying 

local honey meant driving to the other end of the shire to 

catch the only local seller (who also made millet brooms) 

and hope that he hadn’t sold out before I got there.  25+ 

years later, we are blessed with apiarists at all ends of the 

shire and a truly wonderful variety of honey flavours to 

choose from.  This is still my favourite cake and one of the 

best ways to showcase local honey.  I’ve never shared 

this recipe before now (and remain the only one in the 

family with the true recipe).  As none of my readers are 

related to me, I feel I can share it here without breaking 

the family code of honour.  I hope you enjoy it as much as 

our family does. 

Note:  I have not given a specific cooking time as there is 

such huge variation amongst ovens.  I have baked this 

cake many times and the cooking time has varied from 30 

minutes to 60 minutes, so it’s best to judge the cake on 

colour and texture, rather than timing it. 

Transylvanian Honey Cake 

200ml clear honey – avoid bitter flavours like leatherwood 

175g wholemeal flour 

1 teaspoon mixed spice 

1 large egg 

3 tablespoons milk 

50g butter 

Pinch salt 

1 teaspoon cinnamon 

¾ teaspoon bicarb. 

Preheat oven to 180˚C.  In a heavy saucepan heat the 

honey and butter until melted.  Turn off the heat and beat 

in the flour, salt, spices and finally the egg.  Blend milk and 

bicarb and add to the mixture.  Pour the mixture into a 

lined sandwich tin and bake until golden brown and firm to 

touch.  The cake should shrink back a bit from the sides of 

the tin.  If the cake seems uncooked after 30 minutes, 

reduce the heat and cover the top with a piece of baking 

paper and continue baking until a sewer inserted in the 

middle comes out clean.  It is excellent while still warm 

and equally good the next day, cut into slices and spread 

thickly with butter.  It travels well and is an excellent picnic 

cake. 
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To celebrate the Olympics here is your opportunity to 

show off your trivia knowledge  

1. In what year were the first modern Summer 

Olympic Games held? 

2. Raging Bull, the classic 1980 movie is about which 

real life boxer? (Bonus Question – Which actor 

played the role?) 

3. At the 1976 Olympic Games in Montreal, gymnast 

Nadia Comaneci became the first gymnast to 

score a perfect 10. Which country was she 

representing? 

4. Which Jamaican sprinter won gold medals at the 

100m, 200m and 4 x 100m relay at three 

consecutive Olympic Games from 2008 – 2016? 

5.  What do the Olympic rings represent? 

6. The Olympic Triathlon is composed of 

which three events? 

7. Who was the first non-American player to 

win The Masters? 

8. In the test cricket series The Ashes, 

teams from England and Australia 

compete for the right to hold a trophy 

containing ashes. What are the ashes 

inside the trophy said to be made of? 

9. Bingo Bango Bongo is a rule variation of 

which sport? 

10. What year was the first-ever Wimbledon 

tournament held? 
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Environmental Weeds in the Southern 

Highlands  
What are environmental weeds?  

Environmental weeds are plants that continually invade 

and threaten our diverse bushland,  wetlands and other 

natural areas. Many  environmental weeds originate in 

home gardens.  

Environmental weeds are distinct from noxious weeds in 

that noxious weeds are acknowledged  as the most 

serious weeds in the environment, and landholders are 

required under state  regulation to control them.   

However, environmental weeds also cause  major 

problems in the local environment and  should also be 

controlled.   

Why are environmental weeds  a problem? 

Environmental weed invasion results in the loss  of 

biodiversity. National Parks, bushland 

reserves,  roadsides, and bushland on private land can  be 

severely degraded by environmental weed  invasion.  

Where environmental weeds have replaced  bushland, 

the habitat of native animals is  displaced. Native animals 

rely on a variety of  native plants for food and shelter.  

Helping control the spread of environmental  weeds is the 

responsibility of everyone in the  community.   

Controlling environmental weeds NOW will  help reduce 

the long term cost and impact on  our community and the 

environment.  

What can I do?  

Listed below are some simple actions you can take on 

your land to help stop the spread of environmental weeds 

in our  local environment.  

1. Remove any weeds identified. 

2. Avoid planting species listed as environmental weeds.  

3. Replace weedy plants with the alternative plants.  

4. Never dump garden clippings in  bushland areas. 

Compost garden clippings at home or take them to 

the  Moss Vale Resource Recovery Centre.  

5. Report any rubbish dumping to Council.  Call 4868 

0888.  

6. Join a local Bushcare group!   

Information sourced from https://www.wsc.nsw.gov.au/

files/assets/public/environment/weeds/environmental-

weeds-in-the-southern-highlands.pdf 

Environmental weeds and suggested native alternatives 

 

 

 

Volunteers needed!! 

Join us at 9.30 on the 4th Wednesday morning each 

month at the boardwalk between George and Harman 

Streets Burrawang. 

Contact  Michael Kelly 4886 4323 

 Environmental Weeds Alternative Natives 

Trees Box-elder Maple, Sycamore, Tree of Heaven, 

Monterey Pine, White Poplar, Silver Poplar, Willows 

- all varieties, English Holly, Common Holly 

Black She-oak, Blackwood Wattle, Hoop Pine, Port 

Jackson Pine, River Oak, Forest She-oak, Narrow-

leaved Paperbark, Snow-in-Summer 

Shrubs Barberry, Butterfly bush, Cotoneasters, Hawthorn, 

Heather, Montpellier & Cape Broom, Large leaved 

Privet, Small leaved Privet, Cherry Laurel, Firethorn 

Blueberry Ash, Bottle Brush, Christmas Bush, 

Grevillea, Tea-tree, Hairpin Banksia, Mint Bush, 

Native Daphne, Paperbark, Sunshine wattle, Willow

-leaf Hakea, Waratah 

Vines Turkey Rhubarb, Madiera vine, Moth vine, Cape 

Ivy, English Ivy, Jasmine, Japanese Honeysuckle, 

Banana Passionfruit 

Guinea Flower, Old Man’s Beard, Purple Twining-

pea, Wonga Vine, Wombat Berry, Dusky Coral Pea  

Lilies Monbretia, Agapanthus, Formosan Lily, Arum Lily Native Iris , Nodding Blue-lily, Flax-lily 

Ground 

Covers 

Umbrella sedge, Spiny Rush, Spike Rush, Ox-eye 

daisy, Forget me not, Kikuyu, Bulbous canary 

grass, Rhizomatous bamboo, Creeping buttercup, 

Wandering Jew, Blue Periwinkle 

Brachycome, Creeping Boobialla, Native Violet, 

Mat-rush, Weeping Grass 

https://www.wsc.nsw.gov.au/files/assets/public/environment/weeds/environmental-weeds-in-the-southern-highlands.pdf
https://www.wsc.nsw.gov.au/files/assets/public/environment/weeds/environmental-weeds-in-the-southern-highlands.pdf
https://www.wsc.nsw.gov.au/files/assets/public/environment/weeds/environmental-weeds-in-the-southern-highlands.pdf
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Worst environmental weeds of the 

Southern Highlands 
ENGLISH IVY 
A dense, evergreen woody 

creeper and climber to 20m 

high, occasionally becoming 

shrubby with age, usually with 

aerial roots along the stems. 

Leaves are dark glossy green 

and tough. All parts of the plant are poisonous. 

Flowers/Fruit/Seed: Clusters of small greenish-yellow 

flowers are followed by round succulent blue-black berries; 

flowering in autumn and winter.  

Dispersal: Spreads vegetatively via roots at leaf nodes, by 

birds eating the berries, or by garden rubbish dumping. 

CAPE IVY 
Fast-growing perennial vine 

with succulent twining stems, 

typically escaping from 

gardens into moist forest. 

Leaves are fleshy and 

hairless, and lobed not unlike 

English Ivy. 

Flowers/Fruit/Seed: Flowers are small, densely bunched, 

yellow, daisy like, occurring from autumn to spring. 

Produces many tiny seeds like dandelion, each with a 

small hairy parachute. 

Dispersal: Seeds are transported by wind or water, and 

often dumped on bushland edges, where it can regrow 

from stem fragments 

JAPANESE HONEYSUCKLE 
Semi-deciduous scrambling 

shrub or climbing vine to 7-

10m high. Distinguished by 

its climbing stems that are 

covered with dense, short 

hairs when young. 

Flowers/Fruit/Seed: Flowers 

profusely throughout summer. Flowers are tube-like, 

fragrant and nectar-filled, ageing from cream to pale 

orange. Small, globe-shaped, shiny black berries follow 

the flowers in autumn. 

Dispersal: Seeds dispersed by water and birds, and by 

spreading stems. 

HAWTHORN 
Branched, deciduous shrub or 

small tree to 10m high, usually 

with spines 7-20mm long. 

Leaves wedge-shaped, 6cm 

long and wide. Commonly 

planted as a hedge, the dense 

thickets protect undesirable 

pests and birds. 

Flowers/Fruit/Seed: White or pink fragrant flowers, 

flowering in spring. Fleshy fruits (pomes) red when ripe, 

about 9 mm wide. 

Dispersal: Seeds mainly spread by birds, but can also be 

spread by mud on machinery. Fruits can also be spread 

after digestion by animals. 

ENGLISH HOLLY 
Evergreen shrub or small 

tree growing to 15m tall. 

Dark green, prickly leaves. 

Lower branches may root 

where they touch the 

ground, forming dense 

clumps. 

Flowers/Fruit/Seed: Small off-white flowers which develop 

into rounded glistening dark red berries in autumn. In the 

northern hemisphere, the berries appear in November, 

hence the association with Christmas. 

Dispersal: Berries are eaten by birds and dispersed into 

bushland 

LARGE LEAVED PRIVET 
Shrub or small tree 10-12 

metres tall. Invades 

bushland, especially along 

streams, outcompeting 

native streambank 

vegetation. Leaves 4-13cm 

long, 3-6cm wide. 

Flowers/Fruit/Seed: Flowering in spring-summer, flowers 

are fragrant with 4 white petals, each 3–5 mm long. 

Fruiting in autumn-winter, the berries are purple-black and 

succulent when ripe. 

Dispersal: Fruit is eaten by birds and seeds dispersed in 

their droppings 

WILLOWS (all species) 
Deciduous trees to 25m high 

often with more than one 

trunk. Roots will readily grow 

from aerial parts of the plant 

and are very aggressive in 

seeking out moisture. Often 

planted to assist erosion 

control along watercourses, but now regarded as invasive 

weeds. 

Flowers/Fruit/Seed: Cylindrical flower clusters (catkins) are 

produced early in the spring, often before the leaves. 

Dispersal: Will take root very readily from cuttings or 

where broken branches lie on the ground. 

BOX ELDER MAPLE 
Small to medium fast-

growing deciduous tree up 

to 20 m high. Bark smooth 

when young becoming flaky 

later, brownish-grey and 

pinkish brown underneath. 

Has become an invasive 
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weed along riverbanks, and in wet forests and woodland, 

as well as along roadsides and other disturbed open sites 

with moist soil. 

Flowers/Fruit/Seed: Flowers appear before leaves in 

spring, and are greenish, yellowish green or sometimes 

pinkish, lacking petals. 

Dispersal: Seeds are spread by wind and/or water. 

COTONEASTER 
Evergreen to semi-

deciduous shrub 2-4 m high. 

Oval leaves with dull green 

upper surface and usually 

white underside with 

covering of fine hairs. 

Flowers/Fruit/Seed: Clusters 

of small white or pink flowers, followed by small red or 

orange-red globe-shaped fruits (pomes). Flowers spring 

and summer. 

Dispersal: Spread by birds, dumped garden waste, or 

from fruit washed along watercourses. 

MONTPELIER BROOM 
Shrub to 3m high. Stems 

are green, ribbed and 

covered with short soft hairs. 

Forms dense thickets and 

out competes other 

vegetation by shading and 

nitrogen fixation. 

Flowers/Fruit/Seed: Flowers 

pea-like, yellow, 8-13mm long. Mature seed pods densely 

hairy. Seeds dark brown to black, usually 5–8 seeds per 

pod. 

Dispersal: Mostly by movement of seed in mud attached 

to vehicles, animals and footwear. 

CHERRY LAUREL 
Hardy perennial multi-

stemmed evergreen shrub 

or small tree growing to 6m 

tall. Leaves are large, 

leathery and oblong with 

bright green shiny upper 

surfaces, pale and dull 

underneath. The veins are 

distinctly yellow. All parts of the plant are poisonous. 

Flowers/Fruit/Seed: Clusters of cherry-sized succulent 

berries ripen from green to purplish black through summer 

and autumn. 

Dispersal: The berry-like fruit is spread by birds and other 

animals into native bushland, shading out native species, 

reducing biodiversity and degrading the habitat available to 

native fauna. 

SMALL LEAVED PRIVET 
Evergreen to semi-deciduous small tree 3-5m high. 

Leaves elliptic to ovate, similar colour on both surfaces. 

Mature leaves 2–6cm long, 2-3cm wide. Invades 

wasteland, streambanks and margins of rainforest. 

Flowers/Fruit/Seed: Will 

flower chiefly late winter to 

spring. Flowerhead is 

typically dense, branched, 

and 5-10cm long. White 

fragrant flowers with 4 

petals. Berries are black 

and succulent when ripe. 

Dispersal: Seed spread by water and birds. 

MONBRETIA 
Vigorous, perennial hybrid 

bulbous plant, which dies 

down in autumn after 

producing annual leaves 

and flowers. Leaves are 

bright green, spear-

shaped, and appear in 

spring. 

Flowers/Fruit/Seed: Long spikes of small orange to red 

tubular flowers appear in summer. 

Dispersal: Reproduces vegetatively with great vigour via 

corms and rhizomes. Each corm is a potential new plant, 

and will shoot when broken free from the parent plant. 

Long rhizomes are also produced, each of which grows 

into a new plant. 

WANDERING JEW 
Creeping and highly 

vigorous soft herbaceous 

plant with succulent stems 

that root at nodes to form 

large clumps. Will carpet 

the ground in areas of low 

light levels, preventing 

regeneration of other species. Leaves dark green and 

shiny above. Favours damp, shady, nutrient-rich 

areas. 

Flowers/Fruit/Seed: Small white flowers with 3 triangular 

petals occurring in spring and summer. 

Dispersal: Spread by movement of stem sections by 

water and in garden waste. 

BLUE PERIWINKLE 
Spreading perennial 

groundcover, 

distinguished by strong 

trailing stems that contain 

milky sap and grow roots 

where they touch the soil. 

Smothers other ground 

vegetation preventing 

growth of shrubs and trees. 

Flowers/Fruit/Seed: Flowers blue to mauve, appearing in 

spring, and have five petals. 

Dispersal: Spreads locally mainly by stems that root at 
nodes. Long distance dispersal occurs via stem 
fragments and crowns dispersed as garden waste or by 
water. 
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Trivia Answers 

1. 1896 in Athens, Greece 

2. Jake LaMotta. (Robert De Niro) 

3. Romania 

4. Usain Bolt 

5. The five continents 

6. Swimming, cycling and running 

7. Gary Player in 1961 

8. A burnt cricket bail 

9. Golf. Extra points are awarded for the following 

scenarios. Bingo: first ball on the green gets a 

point. Bango: when all players’ balls are on the 

green, this point goes to the ball closest to the hole. 

Bongo:  goes to the first player to get a ball into the 

hole. 

10. July 9 1877 the All England Croquet and Lawn 

Tennis Club. Twenty-one amateurs showed up to 

compete in the Gentlemen's Singles tournament, 

the only event at the first Wimbledon. 

24 September, 7.30pm 29 October, 7.30pm 

26 November , 7 30pm 

Burrawang School of Arts Film Night   
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What’s on CALENDAR 

Regular Events 

Tuesday 9.15am Yoga Class 

Burrawang School of Arts 

Roxanne Hayes 

0400 063 097 

Wednesday 7.00pm Burrawang Rural Fire Brigade  

Training at the fire shed, Hoddle St. All welcome. 

Phillipa Drewett 

0419 426 874 

4th Wed Monthly 9.30am Burrawang Bushcare Michael Kelly 

0420 867 236 

Friday 9.30am Stitch and Bitch yarning circle 

Burrawang General Store Cafe 

Cath Ward 

0405 151 651 

3rd Sunday @month 4.30pm St David’s Burrawang Rev Graham Thomas 

4885 1210 

St Peter’s Burrawang (Catholic) 4868 1931 1st, 3rd, 5th Sunday - 8.00am 

2nd, 4th Sunday - 5.00pm 

September 4  7.00pm  Haydn & Bell:  a life in letters  

Burrawang School of Arts 

burrawangvillage.com/

whats-on/ 

September 24 7.30pm Film Night “A Song to Remember” Michael Kelly 4886 4223 

October 29 7.30pm Film Night “Theatre of Blood “ Michael Kelly 4886 4223 

November 13 7.00pm A Summer Ball, Burrawang School of Arts Caro Boyd 0408 618 192 

November 21   Highlands music collective – “winter classics” 

Burrawang School of Arts 

burrawangvillage.com/

whats-on/ 

 November  26 7.30pm Film Night “Funny Face “ Michael Kelly 4886 4223 

Hold the date 

November 28 

 The Grigoryan Brothers  

Burrawang School of Arts 

burrawangvillage.com/

whats-on/ 

Burrawang Wasteline Waste Warriors have 

placed blue bins at the School of Arts for 

villagers to place their 10c recyclables in. All 

monies raised go to community projects. 

https://burrawangvillage.com/whats-on/
https://burrawangvillage.com/whats-on/
https://burrawangvillage.com/whats-on/
https://burrawangvillage.com/whats-on/
https://burrawangvillage.com/whats-on/
https://burrawangvillage.com/whats-on/

