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 CONTINUING A 138 YEAR TRADITION

Ray White Bowral aims to be regarded by our Southern 
Highland’s community as the most trusted brand in real 
estate. Our unwavering commitment to ensuring each and 
every transaction is executed seamlessly sets us apart and 
helps us to realise this ambition.

The diverse range of sales people, property managers 
and support staff who form our team, combines over 100 
years of experience in the local real estate market, with an 
energetic and modern approach to an age old industry. 

Your local agent, Michael Maloney 0414 482 150

Ray White Bowral

4862 1894

raywhitebowral.com.au

Burrawang never ceases to amaze me when winter turns 
to spring, and this year has been no exception.  After lying 
dormant for many months, it was amazing to witness the 
gardens come back to life virtually over the course of a week 
in early September.  The familiar sound of mowers, whipper 
snippers, hedge trimmers and chain saws returned and 
the smell of freshly cut grass and pollen filled the air.  The 
leaves started to reappear on the maples, blossoms on our 
cherry trees, bulbs broke through the earth and the delightful 
sounds of birds singing rang across the Village. 
However, the highlight this spring has to be the resident 
male bowerbird, who lives in our neighbour’s adjoining yard, 
who was working frantically collecting parrot feathers, sticks, 
blue pegs, pens, garden gloves, blue kitchen wipes, string, 
marbles and pieces of glass scattering them a meter around 
the bower. Let’s hope he has some luck with the females.

Let’s keep an eye on developments in and around the 
Village

It is important to remind residents that when the Sydney 
Canberra Corridor Regional Strategy (Regional Strategy) 
2006-2031 was released in 2007, it (the strategy) estimated 
the growth would provide up to 25,200 new homes for the 

44,200 additional people expected to be living in the region 
by 2031.  To achieve this, the strategy included:
 

• increasing the amount of housing within existing centres 
and the choice of housing for smaller households and 
an ageing population; and

• ensuring an adequate supply of land to support 
economic growth and provide for the projected 27,800 
new jobs that will be needed, particularly in the areas 
of manufacturing, transport and logistics, business 
services, health, aged care and tourism; and 

As part of the strategy, it was estimated population within 
Wingecarribee Shire would increase to 58,700 by 2031. It 
was always the intent of the Regional Strategy to review 
these projections against census data and by 2019 the 
population had already reached 52,000 so it’s likely 
to assume by 2031 the population will be higher than 
estimated.
Key population and housing Regional ‘challenges’ of 
particular relevance to Wingecarribee are: 

• Catering for the additional population, matching housing 
with changing demographic trends, particularly an 
ageing population and declining household occupancy 
rates. 

• Supporting and reinforcing the role of Bowral as a 
major regional centre by focussing greenfield areas and 
medium density housing in and around these centres. 

• Provide for the growth of other towns and villages in a 

President’s Message
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manner that is generally consistent with the Strategy’s 
centres hierarchy, the individual character of towns 
and villages and the growth planning being pursued by 
Councils. 

• Ensure secure and sustainable water supplies to meet 
expanding urban and employment needs arising for new 
development out of Sydney and Canberra. 

The Wingecarribee Council has maintained the preservation 
of the character of the Shire is an important consideration 
and challenge, particularly the dispersed nature and 
individuality of the towns and villages in their rural setting. 
Future development issues such as concentrated versus 
dispersed growth, infill development and greenfield 
development each have significant implications for the 
character and identity of towns, villages and Wingecarribee 
Shire as a whole manage.
 

Despite these statements of preserving the character 
have been made by Council, over the past 2 years, 
concerns have been raised by residents about a number of 
development applications which have been submitted and 
approved in and around the Village. 

It is up to all of us to ensure our village does not become 
a victim of over-development in order to cater for the 
increased population proposed for the Sydney – Canberra 
corridor and in particular the Wingecarribee Shire. It is also 
our role we maintain the character of our village and to 
the extent we can, protect our assets. So, it is essential to 
remind residents of these points:

• Our village is unique in so many ways and we have to 
keep working to guarantee the surrounding vistas of 
Burrawang retain its uniqueness, its outlook and the 
natural beauty and remains here for all to share and 
enjoy. 

• The village has its established history and charm and 
‘we’ cannot fall victim to developers who have no 
interest in community and the welfare of the village and 
ignore rules and standards for their own agendas.

• We are a community of like-minded people who have 
chosen to live in this beautiful much cared for and loved 
part of the world and it is up to all of us, as residents 
and owners connected by community, to uphold protect 
and take care of the integrity of Burrawang and Wildes 
Meadow.

Keeping it safe and protecting it is all our responsibility.

Membership reminder and the role of the Burrawang 
Wildes Meadow Community Association

For those who are new to the village, we should highlight 
the BWMCA’s objectives are set out in the BWMCA 
Constitution, but essentially our focus is on investigating 
practical measures the Association can take to protect 
the character and facilities of the village; how we will stay 
informed about, and respond to development proposals 
and represent the community on issues impacting the 
village, its surrounds and our residents what we can do to 
improve the sustainability of the village in terms of transport, 
recreational, educational and communication facilities; the 
type and frequency of dialogue with Wingecarribee Council 
or the State Government on matters that affect the village 
and the area including road and wildlife safety; how we 
promote the village to ensure it remains viable; to organise, 
promote and support community events and raise funds for 
the benefit of Burrawang and Wildes Meadow community 
groups and our residents; and applying for grants to improve 
village facilities.

We encourage everyone in Burrawang and Wildes 
Meadow to join the Community Association or renew their 
membership. It only costs $20.

If you would like to join or renew please contact Nicholas 
Gray at bwmcassoc@gmail.com

That’s all for now but as always, we welcome the 
community’s feedback or questions on anything else you 
see as impacting on the village or surrounding area.

Please stay safe and healthy and let’s just hope the world 
gets better soon.

Kind regards

Chris McCann
President – BWM Community Association 
0474 500 658
bwmcassoc@gmail.com

Letters to the Editor and Article Contributions

The Burrawang Herald is a community newspaper and 
we welcome feedback from our readers. Tell us what you 
enjoyed in this edition of the Herald and what you might 

like to see featured in future editions. Articles, comments or 
suggestions should be addressed to:

The Editor
burrawangherald@gmail.com
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TRASH TALK
On Sunday 15 November about 15 locals got along to the 
Trash Talk held at the Burrawang School of Arts.  The local 
WasteLine team hosted the event and the guest speaker 
was Phoebe Ward, Waste Education Project and Policy 
Officer for Wingecarribee Shire Council.  Whilst it was an 
audience of the converted, no-one left feeling they did not 
learn something.
 

The focus of the event was to learn more about recycling, 
especially given it was National Recycling Week.  It is 
a complex topic with as many solutions as there are 
packaging problems.  Fortunately, Phoebe was able to 
give us some clear and simple guidelines.  Some practical 
pointers we learnt from Phoebe included: not to put anything 
smaller than a credit card loose into the yellow bins (instead 
secure them inside larger products of the same materials) 
and to make aluminium foil into a ball.  Once it is bigger than 
your fist, in it can go.  Small items get caught in the gears 
of the sorting machines or are discarded from the recycling 
process. 

Some good news is that an Australasian Recycling Label 
system is slowly being adopted by suppliers and it tells you 
how each part of mixed packaging is to be recycled like the 
box, wrapper, and lid.  For more information go to https://
recyclingnearyou.com.au/arl/.  Of course, it is better if we 
refuse to buy items that are excessively packaged. Lots 
of ideas came from the audience about the ways that they 
have found to reduce the amount of packaging they carry 
home from supermarkets, greengrocers, butchers and take-
aways.  

It was good to learn that all our Shire’s recycling is done 
onshore. However currently only about 50% of plastic 
packaging makes it to the end of the recycling pipeline, 
due to contamination and lack of education. A National 
target has been set to increase recycling and reach an 80% 
average recovery rate across all waste streams by 2030. 
This may be ambitious, but it is totally achievable. The more 
we can get it right the more we can contribute to improving 
this percentage.

The Council has a new comprehensive guide available, an A 
to Z Guide of Waste at Wingecarribee which you can access 
on their website under Waste and Recycling>Domestic 
Waste>What goes Where?  There is also a link to a Handy 
Quick Reference Guide on the same page.  All very useful 
information. 

The Resource Recovery Centre (RRC) on Berrima Road, 
Moss Vale is now able to take more products for free 
recycling such as oral care waste (toothpaste tubes, 

floss containers, 
toothbrushes and 
electric toothbrush 
heads) and some 
stationery waste (pens, 
highlighters, whiteout 
etc.), bread tags, x-rays 
and smoke detectors (who knew??) but these items need to 
be taken and deposited at the Centre.  Again, there is plenty 
of good information on the Council website on what can be 
accepted and recycled via the RRC.

At the conclusion of the talk we all were given a “show 
bag” which included a great set of reusable items including 
produce bags, a straw in a carry case, a water bottle and a 
few other useful items in a smart hessian tote bag.  
It was great to have Phoebe along and the WasteLine team 
will continue to liaise with Phoebe and the Council to keep 
you up to date on all things trashy.

The Waste Line team are continuing to put some local 
community initiatives in place.  Watch this space for 
an update on installing specially marked bottle refund 
deposit bins in key places around the village.  We are also 
investigating Lids for Kids and getting involved in Clean 
Up Australia Day 2021.  We will continue to provide you 
with waste reduction ideas and tips via our regular articles 
in The Burrawang Herald and via the Village Facebook 
page, What’s on in Burrawang etc.  If you have a waste 
reduction idea or would like to get involved please email us 
at wasteline@gmail.com.  

Your local professional and caring Accounting and 
Advisory team providing all your accountancy and 

business advisory requirements. Including:
• tax planning, 
• estate and succession planning,
• financial and management accounting, 

and
• BAS and FY end reporting for 

individuals and commercial clients
For a confidential conversation, please contact 

Rebecca Duffy or Joel Goring.
Rebecca: 0422 174 660            Joel: 0422 452 543

E: rebecca@goringduffy.com.au  or joel@goringduffy.
com.au

Suite 8A  The Mews  Bundarooo  St Bowral
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Burrawang Rural Fire Brigade

Congratulations To Our Wonderful Community
Congratulations to all those members of the Community who participated in our 
online Get Ready Challenge in September. The response was fabulous.  Thank 
you also to those members of the community who dropped in over the Get Ready 
weekend and who have arranged property visits. It was great to see you. We 
hope you are feeling comforted after all your efforts to prepare.  
If you missed out please go to www.burrawangrfb.org to visit our new website 
and work your way through the four easy steps to prepare your plan to survive 
the next big fire season.  You can also stay in touch with us via Facebook at 
https://www.facebook.com/burrawangruralfirebrigade.
Property Visits and Pile Burns
Property visits are available and advised to help you assess your fire 
preparedness.  We can do this in a COVID-safe way - contact Elizabeth Ellis, 
Community Engagement Officer on 0411032712.
Don’t forget that permits are now required for any pile burns from 1 October until 
April 1.  There is now an online notification mechanism for registering your pile 
burn with Fire Control you will find at https://burrawangrfb.org/fire-permits with 
a lot of other useful information as well. This notification is a requirement as is 
notifying neighbours or others who might be affected by the proposed burn, at 
least 24 hours before lighting up.

Recently, Burrawang and Avoca Brigade members assisted a local land owner 
with a complex pile burn, who reciprocated with a delicious sausage sizzle and a 
kind donation to both brigades – very much appreciated by the crews.

Fire Season Reminder
Although this season will not be like last year’s please don’t become complacent 
just because it’s very green out there.  Make sure you have all the information 
that you might need at your finger tips to monitor how the summer fire season is 
progressing, whether you are at home or on holidays. 

Robert Handley
0419 243 520      Lic. 110210C

robertsonelectricalservices.com.au

Underground Power
Smoke Alarms

Safety Switches
Stoves

Hot Water
TV Aerials

Phone & Data

Serving Robertson & District Since 
1999

Advertise in The Burrawang Herald

Every quarter reach over 500 
residents and visitors to our village

Advertising rates per year
• Inside pages - Banner190 x 

60mm - $550pa 
• Inside pages - Double business 

card 120 x 90mm - $250pa 
• Inside pages Single 

business card  90x 50mm - $175 

Please send your enquiry to
burrawangherald@gmail.com
or call Elizabeth on 
0412 340 071

mailto:burrawangherald%40gmail.com%20?subject=
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The NSW Rural Fire Service strongly advises saving the following apps, links and numbers now:

Apps

Download the Fires Near Me app and see what it offers.
The Bureau of Meteorology (BOM) app is great for temperature and rain predictions but also will give 
you wind speed and direction and now predicted Fire Danger Rating. All of which is very important for 
assessing your risk, wherever you are

Online
Rural Fire Service Website: www.rfs.nsw.gov.au  
Fire Danger Ratings: rfs.nsw.gov.au/fdr 

Phone
In an emergency call Triple Zero (000) 
For information on bush fire, call the Bush Fire Information Line 1800 NSW RFS (1800 679 737) NSW 

Social Media

https://www.facebook.com/burrawangruralfirebrigade
https://www.facebook.com/RFSSHT  This is a Facebook page dedicated to community information for 
people in the Southern Highlands. 
facebook.com/nswrfs
twitter.com/nswrfs

Local Media

Local ABC/emergency broadcaster frequency:  ABC Illawarra 97.3FM
Local Radio: 2ST 102.9FM
Local Newspaper: Southern Highland News
Remember that you will need a battery-operated radio in an emergency if the power goes out.

Explore all these websites and apps before you need them and work out how to quickly find the best information on local 
fires.  Drop into the Brigade on a Wednesday night if you need help sorting any of these out.

Exciting Developments at Burrawang Fire Station
A most exciting development - Burrawang is now is the home of a second response 
vehicle – PC East!!  This is a personnel carrier which means that we will have more 
flexibility in how we respond.  This is a shared resource for the eastern brigades 
but will mean that we can send out more members than the 4 person COVID limit 
now in place for Burrawang 2
We have been able to extend our equipment purchases including a second 
portable GRN Radio and this very smart new marquee.

Training Success
We are very proud of our 10 new members to have successfully gone through 
their Bushfire Fighter training in such a dedicated and enthusiastic manner this 
year.  Burrawang Brigade continues to actively develop the skills and talents 
of its members despite the COVID disruption.  Three members are completing 
Advanced Firefighter (AF) training, one has recently completed AF and another has 
completed their First Aid and another a Mental Health First Aid course with St John 
Ambulance.  Wednesday night training recommenced under Philippa’s leadership 
and has included a review of the Cleary’s Lane fire, and plans for an orienteering 
car rally, a grass fire exercise and a special appearance by Brendhan Waters, 
Robertson Captain to share his professional and RFS experience with electrical 
fires.  

We would like to extend our very warm wishes to our Burrawang and Wildes 
Meadow community    

For a joyous Christmas and 
a safe and happy Holiday Season 

And a huge thank you from the Burrawang Rural Fire Brigade for your 
support throughout 2020



6

December 2020Burrawang Herald News

News from the  Burrawang School of Arts
As with all other businesses, events 
and organisations, the Burrawang 
School of Arts continues to be 
affected by the ongoing issues 
relating to COVID19

Since our last Newsletter, while 
there has been some relaxation 
of the stricter public health rules, 
further sporadic outbreaks in NSW 
have seen us experiencing ongoing 
cancellation of our activities and this has significantly 
impacted the income that is usually raised by the various 
events organised at the School of Arts. 

As many of you already know, the School of Arts is entirely 
funded by moneys raised through events and donations, 
with not inconsiderable ongoing set costs that are required 
for the maintenance of this entity (see below). We receive 
no other financial support from government, as we are 
entirely owned by the Burrawang community.  

The Annual General Meeting and election of committee 
members was held on 5 September 2020 in the Main Hall, 
with full attention to Covid Safe Practices as adopted by 
the School of Arts.

Annie Jones (Life Member) stepped down as President. 
Her many years of service above and beyond the call of 
duty were appropriately acknowledged.

Jelica Stanic also stepped down from her role as Treasurer, 
and appreciation for the excellent work she had done was 
also expressed.

New Committee elected at AGM – a diverse mix of new 
faces as well as long serving stalwarts
President
Mark Keech

Vice Presidents
Trevor Donovan
Poss Keech

Secretary
Karen Ortado

Treasurer & Public 
Officer
Gary Johnson (Life 
Member)

Committee Members
Lesley Heatherington
Dwight Dowda
Caroline Boyd
Rob Bearlin
Jenny Pridham
Regina McMillan
Deborah Davies

COVID19 - The School of Arts now 
has a registered COVID-19 Safety 
Plan, and all steps are being taken 
to ensure a safe and compliant 
environment. The Committee is 
working to open up events in a 
responsible COVID-Safe way.

Film Night was re-commenced the 
last Friday in September, much to 
the pleasure of the community as 

evidenced by attendance of 50 people to see “Roman 
Holiday”. This event was conducted strictly in accordance 
with the School of Arts Covid-19 Safety Plan, held in the 
Main Hall with appropriate personal distancing etc. It was 
a very successful return of our much-loved School of Arts 
“regular”. 

A Brocante Market – will be held in the School of Arts 
Hall on Saturday 13 Feb 2021. So what is a Brocante 
Market?.....”a shop or market where second hand goods 
are sold”. See separate article in this edition of The 
Burrawang Herald for more details.

Otherwise events that had been scheduled for later this 
year, including the Grigoryan brothers’ classical guitar 
concert and Sandie White’s Jazz Concert have been 
cancelled. The Burrawang Ball, initially scheduled for 
Queen’s birthday weekend, then postponed to early 
December now has also been cancelled for 2020. 

We remain hopeful that 2021 will see a return to something 
resembling normality, but all of this remains contingent 
upon the status and control of corona virus in Australia. No 
one is yet able to predict when or even if the imposts that 
come with this pandemic will be removed.  

Repairs to Floor, Substructure & Roof – the old 
hardwood floor of the Main Hall is badly in need of 
replacement after many years of traffic. Quotes obtained 
have revealed that substantial subfloor work is also 
required, amounting to a total cost approaching $200,000. 
The Committee has applied for a NSW Government 
Grant to assist with the cost but even if successful the 
Committee will still be responsible for approximately 
$40,000 contribution. In addition, repairs are required to 
fix a chronically leaking roof over the kitchen area of the 
hall plus the resultant ceiling damage (approx. total cost 
$10,000+).
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Financial Position - Although the outgoing Committee 
left the Burrawang School of Arts Inc. in a very healthy 
financial position, the COVID19 pandemic has resulted in 
cancellation of many bookings and events which generate 
funds to support the normal upkeep and maintenance of 
the hall (approx. $25,000 per year). While the Committee 
has been able to draw on reserves prudently put aside by 
past Committees, normal ongoing costs plus the necessity 
of floor replacement and roof repairs has required a 
review of fundraising including hall hiring fees.

Hall Hiring Fees – have been maintained at the same 
level for a number of years. Weddings and similar events 
are a major source of fundraising and an increase in 
hall hiring fees for such events has been implemented. 
However, the new fees still remain substantially lower than 
the majority of broadly comparable wedding venues in the 
Southern Highlands. The good news is that the Committee 
has unanimously agreed to maintain concessional pricing 
for members who are Burrawang or Wildes Meadow 
residents. In general, overall hiring costs for local 
members will be the same or slightly less than has applied 
in the past.

If you are not a financial member of the School of Arts 
please seriously consider joining. The modest annual 
fee ($10 per person) goes towards the ongoing costs 
associated with maintaining our beautiful hall and 
its facilities, while the support and involvement of its 
membership is germaine to the vitality and survival 
of the School of Arts. You will find a separate call for 
membership in this copy of the Herald, along with the 
application for membership form to facilitate your joining 
and therefore supporting the School of Arts

To all our readers, keep safe and well in these difficult 
times and we encourage your close observance of the 
recommendations from our public health authorities 
in order to control our health and well-being while the 
COVID19 pandemic continues.

Dwight Dowda
Committee Member

Message From The Editor
Greetings to you all. What a year it has been! The 

bushfires were raging this time last year, the drought 
was still making itself felt with water restrictions and bare 
earth everywhere, horrible hot windy weather was making 
everyone very nervous and, in my case, cross. Here we 

are now at the end of 2020. Everywhere is lush and green 
with plenty of rain and the days warm and benign. 

So, with the change in weather came a different challenge 
for all of us – Covid 19. It seems that we have been well 
protected by the swift action of our political leaders and 
the marvellous health professionals guiding us through 

this global disaster. 
As Christmas approaches it will be a different celebration 

for us all - thinking of family and friends in other less 
fortunate parts of the world still battling to keep Covid 19 

under control.
 I feel blessed that we live in this safe little pocket of 

Burrawang and Wildes Meadow. However, the threat is 
still very real so I would like to take this opportunity to 

remind everyone to remain vigilant and careful when you 
are out and about in the community and beyond.

  Please take a minute to thank all the willing hands and 
minds that keep the Burrawang Herald ticking over. In all, 
there are approximately 40 people who contribute their 
time and efforts to bring The Burrawang Herald to you 
every three months – rain, flood or fires.  A big heartfelt 

thanks from me to each and everyone of you.
As always - I welcome your feedback, and of course, and 

ideas that you may have on future articles.
Stay Safe and Merry Christmas and may 2021 be a 

wonderfully happy and healthy New Year.
Elizabeth Varley 

Editor Burrawang Herald 
burrawangherald@gmail.com
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Around the Traps with 
Geoff Goodfellow

A rather frightening word is starting to creep into the local 
vocabulary around these parts.  Suburbs.  Yes, Suburbs in 
the Southern Highlands.  I’m not kidding.  

“We will deliver to any suburb in the Southern Highlands,” 
some businesses are boasting as they adapt to the Covid 
enforced regulation.  Real Estate agents are appealing 
to city folk to move to the country, saying, “come to our 
Bowral office and we will take you around all the suburbs 
in the Southern Highlands to find a property that suits your 
lifestyle.”  

Yep, frightening language indeed
A gentle reminder to city folk, the Southern Highlands 
doesn’t have suburbs.  We have towns and we have 
villages, each with their own distinctive character.  
Burrawang and Wildes Meadow are not a suburbs of 
Bowral, nor is Berrima, Robertson, Wingello or any of the 
other towns and villages.  

During the forty years in which I worked for our local 
council there was one issue that had unanimous support 
of councillors and every planner I worked with and that 
was unequivocal agreement about keeping our towns and 
villages separated by farmland or open public spaces to 
avoid the dreaded suburban sprawl. Staff and councillors 
were at one in believing that in order to retain the unique 
features we all love about each town and village; it is vital 
to keep them separated - the green between mantra - 
rather than allowing creeping development merge them all 
together. 

So please try not to use the word suburbs to describe our 
lovely towns and villages.  It frightens the cattle, but also 
scares the pants off the locals.

Now for something lighter.

When I wrote my first ramblings in September, several 
people familiar with my newspaper column asked why I 
hadn’t included a few words from my old mate Dudley.  They 
told me most people only bought Wednesday’s paper to 
read the tales of Dudley, not the deep and meaningful words 
I had painstakingly cobbled together. They are probably 
right, so why not share Dudley with the good people of 
Burrawang and Wildes Meadow.  After all we need a decent 
chuckle to cheer us up this year, don’t we?

A few weeks ago, Dudley stopped by the local mechanic 
to have his truck fixed. They couldn’t do the work until 
tomorrow, so he said he would walk home and come back 
then. On the way he dropped in at the hardware store to buy 
a bucket and a tin of paint. He then stopped by the produce 
shop, where he picked up a couple of chooks and a goose. 
Struggling outside he now had a problem - how to carry all 
these things home without the truck. While scratching his 
head he was approached by a little old lady who told him 
she was lost. 

“No worries, I know where you live, so I’ll walk you home”, 
said Dudley, “however I am not sure I can manage to carry 
all this lot too.”

“Why don’t you put the can of paint in the bucket, carry the 
bucket in one hand, put a chicken under each arm and carry 
the goose in your other hand?” suggested the old lady, and 
away they went.

“Let’s take my short cut and go down this alley.” suggested 
Dudley. “We’ll be there in no time.”

The little old lady looked him over cautiously then said, “I 
am a lonely widow without a husband to defend me. How do 
I know that when we get in the alley you won’t hold me up 
against the wall, and have your way with me?”

“Bloody hell, dear. I’m carrying a bucket, a tin of paint, two 
chooks, and a goose,” said Dudley with a smile, “How in the 
world could I possibly hold you up against the wall and do 
that as well?”

The old girl didn’t hesitate. “Put the goose down, cover him 
with the bucket, put the paint on top of the bucket, and I’ll 
hold the chooks.”

Now you have a mighty fine Christmas and I’ll keep 
searching for those Bunyips I told you about back in 
September.

Geoff Goodfellow
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Burrawang Public School 
P&C News

Two sentiments come to mind at the 
moment as we enjoy the beautiful 
Spring weather here in Burrawang – 
what a year it has been, and aren’t we 
lucky!

Burrawang School community have felt so fortunate to 
have our children at school with relative normality. While it 
has been a very different school year, the restrictions have 
certainly helped to remind us of the special community we 
have and to reflect on what is most important.

Up until the end of Term 3, there were still a range of 
restrictions in place for schools which meant that the usual 
in-school activities or excursions were not allowed. One 
change that has been in place since March is that parents 
haven’t been able to come onto school grounds. Gathering 
for a chat at drop off or school pick up has changed and 
attending the regular Friday assemblies hasn’t been 
possible for parents. Simple moments for a community 
which in their absence have reminded us how special 
our school is. Nothing is better than the smiling face of a 
kindergarten student receiving their first student of the week 
award! It has been tough for parents missing out on these 
moments. 

On the topic of changed routines, I wanted to note to 
members of Burrawang and Wildes Meadow community that 
owing to the changed pick up rules we do have children and 
parents milling outside the school gates more than usual 
– we used to congregate on the school grounds to collect 
children but now students are sent out to their parents as 
we arrive. The school and P&C is conscious of reminding 
children about road and traffic safety, but it is important for 
all of us to remember that this is a 40 zone between 2.30pm 
and 4pm.

Thankfully, at the beginning of Term 4, restrictions were 
eased slightly and the school was able to organise some 
activities for students and plan a final presentation assembly 
at the School of Arts with parents attending. Our two Year 6 
boys, who have had a different final year at Burrawang, will 
be able to celebrate this milestone with some of the same 
traditions.

The P&C has been able to fund most of these end of year 
activities, including a pizza and disco night at school for 
the Year 6 farewell, a leadership day at Wombaroo, camp 
activities in Berrima and a farm tour and cooking class at 
Moonacres farm and school. The major P&C funding this 

year has been the introduction of French language classes 
for K-6 which is a three-year commitment from the P&C. 

While some of the other P&C initiatives (e.g. front picket 
fencing) have been put on hold given our reduced 
fundraising this year, we have moved ahead with the design 
of some new signage – our thanks to Brooke Munro for 
leading this – to be installed at the corner of Church and 
Hoddle. Brooke has also been working with Principal - 
Christine Beard on a mural which will bring some colour and 
community spirit to the main school building and involve all 
students. Watch this space…

On behalf of the P&C I would like to wish all the Burrawang 
and Wildes Meadow community a joyous and safe 
Christmas and holiday season.

Karon Di Francesco
Burrawang P&C President

Update on the 
Burrawang Street 
Library
Summer is nearly here. Many 
of us are looking forward to the 
relaxed pace of warm sunny days 
spent at home or on holidays. 
Whether you are enjoying a 
casual cuppa at the café or a lazy 
afternoon swinging in a hammock, I’m confident that you will 
appreciate the company of a great book selected from our 
village Street Library. 

We are so fortunate that our community continues to donate 
and borrow a wide range of recent publications (and in 
such good condition) for us to share with you and visitors to 
the village. While doing a recent clean-up, we also spotted 
some new family games, jigsaw puzzles, CDs and DVDs 
had been added to the collection. No doubt, they will also 
prove to be very popular.
Just in case you are new to the village or you haven’t 
discovered the library yet, it’s located on the front porch of 
the School of Arts. There are no rules, forms, borrowing 
cards or expectations to using the library. You may donate, 
borrow, or swap books, magazines, DVDs or CDs as you 
wish.
Please contact Sally (0418 628 712) or Rob (0448 454 
407) directly if you have more than a few items to donate. 
Alternatively, just add a small number of items to the shelves 
in the cupboard. 
Happy (and relaxed) reading!
Sally Boucher and Rob Bearlin.
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With Rains Returned, The Musgrave 
Wildes Meadow Garden Flourishes

The Highlands Garden Society Bowral (HGSB) held its first 
Friendship Garden since March in late September, just as 
the blossoms were showering the Highlands with all the 
energy from rainfall almost double that of 2019. It was a 
short journey to Wildes Meadow to the remarkable garden 
of artist Elaine Musgrave and husband Les. The fortunate 
members of the Society who attended The Kaya garden 
saw wonderful and diverse blossoms and were introduced 
to the glorious form and structure of an exceptional country 
garden. 
 

Such was the timing of the visit, and so beautiful were some 
of the plants about to explode with spring energy that I was 
fortunate to return in mid-October, by invitation, to witness 
wisteria in full bloom, Japanese maples in glowing tones 
and so much more. Friendship Through Gardens is the 
Society’s motto; such beauty was something to share. If 
you ever get a chance to go to one of the days the garden 
is publicly open, seize the chance - it’s only 10 minutes 
from Burrawang and you will love the garden. You’ll also 
get to see Elaine Musgrave’s wonderful art studio and her 
remarkable work.

During COVID, face-to-face meetings and garden visits 
have been off the agenda. However, since mid-year, a 

monthly Zoom session on the third Friday night of each 
month has kept up connections. It’s enabled long-standing 
friends and members to catch up socially online for half 
an hour, followed by an expert speaker who presents on a 
specific garden-related topic. It’s tightly time-controlled and 
finishes promptly by 7.00pm. Nearly 40 members in October 
saw Kirstine Lumb McKay present the story of her family’s 
property Greenlaw in Burradoo - a 120-year-old space, 
where restoration and sustainable gardening have plotted 
a new path. A wonderful, sensitive and progressive era of 
change.

Later in November, members of HGSB are running a virtual 
rose show, believed to be a first in NSW during COVID, 
enabling entrants to have all their roses photographed in 
controlled identical conditions in a COVID-Safe process, 
judged remotely by a highly respected national judge and 
shared at the Society’s Annual General Meeting a week 
later. Membership details are available at the Society’s 
website, www.highlandsgardensociety.org.au . Happy 
Gardening.

John Swainston is a writer, photographer and business 
consultant, living in Bowral.
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I was contacted by Peter and Helen Marshall from the ‘old 
Burrawang School House’ who recently had a visitor knock 
on their door and asked if it was okay to have a walk around 
the Old Schoolhouse.  

The visitors were Ian and Heather McLaughlin, and Ian’s 
parents were teachers at the school back in the late 1950’s 
early 60’s. Ian recounted some amazing stories to the 
Marshalls about the school, including the day his mother 
was sitting on a window-sill in the school house the day an 
earthquake hit the village on 22 May 1961 

The following is an extract taken from a local paper at 
the time:

Known as the Robertson-Bowral-Burrawang ‘quake, this 
massive movement of the earth measured 5.6 on the Richter 
scale and was felt for 50,000 square miles. Miraculously 
nobody was killed or even badly injured, but a lot of people 
were well and truly shaken. None more than Leeton farmer 
Edgar Hatch and his family, who were driving up Macquarie 
Pass towards Robertson just before 7.45am when they 
thought they heard a gust of wind, followed by a roar that 
Edgar found difficult to describe, as tons of rock came off the 
mountain and hurled against his car, crushing the roof.
As this newspaper reported, “they were safe, but seconds 
behind them, thousands of tons of rock smashed away the 
roadway, and just above them, around the hairpin bend, the 
road had disappeared under 30 feet of rock, 60 yards across.”
On Highlands farms, tanks swayed, spilling out water. 
Animals went berserk, with terrified cattle stampeding and 
dogs barking. Because it was early morning, dairy farmers 
were still milking. Mr J.C.Wood was milking at Glenquarry 
when the bails started shaking violently. He opened the gates 
and “the cows just took off.”
In fact another cow cocky reckoned one of his milkers, called 
Daisy, moved so fast, he was going to enter her in the next 
Bong Bong Races.
Ray Smith was in his dairy up on the Range when the 
concrete yard split into four sections. Mac Elliott’s family also 
farmed up on the Range. Their dairy was destroyed, and the 
house had foundation damage, but they also had a paddock 
that “slid down the hill and rolled onto itself.”

Robertson copped a hammering. The Post Office was 
flattened, walls were split, and chimneys fell down. 
Telephonist, Margaret Pointing had a lucky escape when a 90 
pound lump of masonry wedged in the roof above her head.
“She was badly shocked and later relieved from duties for the 
day,” according to the newspaper report.
Robertson Public School was severely damaged, losing 
three brick chimneys and a section of wall. Other buildings 
hit hard at Robertson included the Police Station, School of 
Arts and the County Inn Hotel, while the Church of England 
lost its bell tower.
Over at Burrawang, general store owner Cliff Scarlett was 
standing outside when the quake hit and he reckoned 
that as it passed through town, “electric light posts along 
Hoddle Street picked up the crazy rhythm as each, in rapid 
succession, commenced to sway in an eight-foot arc”.
One lucky lady in Bowral was Mrs Smithers, who went outside 
to hang up the washing when the chimney crashed through 
the laundry roof and onto the copper where she had been 
washing.  The big chimney at Bowral Brickworks was “literally 
dancing,” according to Hector Macdonald, who was working 
there at the time. 
Amazingly no damage was done to the chimney.
There were power outages and a nurse was trapped in a lift 
between floors at Bowral Hospital.
Across the river, at the Moss Vale Council building, the 
assistant engineer’s office, “was reduced to a shamble,” 
according to the newspaper report. Mind you, I’ve seen a few 
engineer’s offices that look like that even when there hasn’t 
been an earthquake.
Young Leonie Goodwin (now Knapman) was walking through 
her parent’s caravan park at Mittagong when she heard the 
approaching roar. Thinking it was a semi-trailer, she looked 
across to what was then the Hume Highway and saw their 
kiosk, “rising and falling like a boat,” she told the newspaper. 
“It actually looked like it was floating over waves.”
But after the initial fear generated by the Highlands worst 
ever earthquake passed, most people had a light-hearted 
tale to tell.
One bloke reckons he was inside an outside toilet when the 
whole thing fell over, leaving him sitting there terrified with his 
pants down around his ankles.
“People ran out of their houses like rabbits,” someone else 
recalled, even suggesting his neighbour was only dressed 
in her “nylon negligee.” Maybe that was just wishful thinking. 
Another was bitten by his panic-stricken dog.
Yes, everyone had a story and everyone seemed to remember 
exactly where they were during those terrifying 30 seconds 
when the earth moved across the Southern Highlands in the 
early hours of Monday, May 22, 1961.
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Book Review - By PJW
“After the Party”
During the course of this year, in which we have all 
been hostage to Covid 19, my mood has evolved 
from anxiety, even alarm, to tedium and frustration. 
In my current frame of mind, I have looked for 
reassurance and comfort, in the sort of traditional, 
confident “English” novel that is well-mannered, 
well-ordered and literate.

Cressida Connolly’s After the Party is, in one 
sense, a domestic novel, describing the life in 
1938 of Phyllis Forrester, a privileged, rather 

complacent housewife preoccupied with her own narrow social world. She has 
just returned to England after years abroad, settling her family into a large house 
in Sussex. She displays little interest in current affairs or ideas, preferring her 
detective novels; but falls in with the political milieu of her sisters out of a sense 
of politeness and obligation. Phyllis attends meetings; but is uninterested in the 
political content which, from her perspective, simply seems vaguely patriotic. She 
makes new friends and enjoys the summer camp run by “the movement” that she 
attends with her children.

The reader gradually becomes aware that the movement is Oswald Mosley’s 
Black Shirts. The first reference to him is an oblique mention, in conversation, of 
the leader’s wives “Cimmie Curzon” and “Diana” - their social prominence and 
aristocratic background being more interesting to Phyllis and her friends than 
their politics. 

This is all done artfully, and confidently, by the author. Such casual details draw 
in the reader familiar with the period and the historical personalities. However, the 
first sentence of the novel, part of Phyllis’s own recollection of these events forty 
years later, is “When I came out of prison my hair was white”, so every reader 
is alert from the start that her world is fraught with peril. Her personal account, 
interspersed as a counterpoint throughout the main narrative, captures Phyllis’s 
odd detachment and lack of curiosity. After a distressing incident in her private 
life, she is drawn deeper into the movement, more from a need to be active than 
any significant political commitment.

The themes of this novel converge with some of the concerns of the other great 
preoccupation of 2020 - the US presidential election. I am writing on the last 
weekend of October, before the election itself. Notions of the “strong man” as 
leader, which Trump has encouraged, and a toxic nationalism have been part of 
the political conversation throughout the campaign.

After the Party describes this threat, which is fascism, from the point of view of 
the casual, supine supporter that enables it, and whom, in turn, it corrupts. After 
the Party is, in the end, anything but a domestic novel.

Wingecarribee Library holds a copy of After the Party.

PJW

Mobile Library Returns 
As A Click And Collect 
Service
 

We’ll bring your 
requested books to 
you! Our popular 
mobile library service 
is currently operating as a ‘Click and 
Collect’ service. All you need to do is 
request books and other items online 
or over the phone, and we’ll bring them 
to our Burrawang stop when they’re 
ready to pick up.
 

Take advantage of this wonderful 
service and request your items today. 
To request online, visit our website, 
and log in with your library card 
number and PIN. No PIN? 
Call the library on 1300 266 235 and 
we’ll help you get started.

If you’re stuck for something to request 
sign up to the Wingecarribee Word, 
the library’s eNewsletter. Each month’s 
edition has great suggestion for your 
next read, whether you’re nuts for non-
fiction, fancy fiction or are looking for 
something for the kids.
 

The last delivery day at Burrawang 
will be 10 December from 11.30am to 
12.30pm – stock up for the Christmas 
break. The library branches will close 
on Thursday 24 December and reopen 
from Monday 4 January, 2021.
 

Remember, check the library 
website for more information about 
our eResources, subscribing to the 
eNewsletter, our Click & Collect 
Service, opening hours, school holiday 
events and more.
Wingecarribee Public Library would like 
to thank you for you support throughout 
the year and your continued patronage 
of the Mobile Library.
 

Wishing you all the best for 2021.
All the team at Wingecarribee Public 
Library
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Wilde Cooking 
With Barbara Goode-Fry
I try not to have too many indulgences and do 
about as well with that as you might expect 
from someone who writes a cooking column. 
Mostly, I try to use the things we have to 
their best advantage, whether it’s a lamb we 
raised, beautiful leeks from our neighbours or a wild salad from the hedgerows.  
One of our few spasmodic indulgences is to buy real Swiss cheeses from a 
Swiss cheesemaker (working in Australia), and, when the whim takes him, my 
husband will come home with a dozen oysters for each of us. Once in a very 
rare while these two things converge and this week my cheese and oyster 
moons aligned.

I like to look for new ways to dress oysters, and ways to invent old classics, 
like Oysters Mornay. I wasn’t feeling very energetic and I definitely didn’t want 
to go to the effort of making mornay sauce. Also, I wanted something new - 
something lighter, with fresh herbs and a crispy buttery cheesy edge.

I sent the Pat out into the garden to pick thyme and retrieve a cheese from the 
box. I decided on raclette, but you could use any cheese that melts well, is a 
little elastic and crisps up under the griller. It should complement the oyster, so 
sweet, nutty raclette is perfect against the sea-saltiness of the oyster. Feel free 
to try other herbs too: our thyme was particularly juicy and luscious, but baby 
sage or tarragon would work equally well.

Here is what I did:

Wilde Cheesy Oysters
Arrange your oysters in a tray that can go under the griller. Make sure they 
are all stable, the oysters are in their shells and that they’re all as level as they 
can be. I usually pack them top-to-tail so they fit together more neatly and hold 
each other up.

Cut your raclette (or other cheese) into very thin slices and then cut the slices 
into batons that fit neatly in the oysters, lengthwise. The baton should be wide 
enough to cover the centre third of the oyster. Put a small cube of butter on top 
of the cheese slice and then 2-3 sprigs of thyme (soft tips only). Season with 
pepper and just a little salt. Preheat the griller until it is very hot; this melts the 
cheese quickly, before the oyster can cook too much.

Grill the oysters until the cheese is sizzling and starting to crisp and brown at 
the edges. The melting butter will poach the oysters and give you a delicious 
cheesy-herby sauce in the bottom of the shell. Don’t be afraid to lick the shells 
clean.

For anyone who would like more detailed recipes/instructions for anything 
mentioned above, please feel free to email me at wildecookingtips@gmail.com. 
I’m always happy to hear from readers and respond to any questions you may 
have.

Golf News
Burrawang Trophy Bonville 2020

The annual May trip was deferred 
to September where we had twelve 
players Contesting the Burrawang 
trophy over three days.
A great trip once again with a couple of 
new players and all enjoyed the course 
and facilities.
 

2020 trophy winner was Mike Bolton 
(his sixth time!). 
Runner-up was Paul Touma (Moss 
Vale)
All hopeful we will be on again in May 
2021.

List of Trophy Winners:
2004 Warren Baker
2005 John Mauger
2006 Warren Baker
2007 Nicholas Aboud
2008 Wayne Sharpe
2009 Wayne Sharpe
2010 Wayne Sharpe
2011 Wayne Sharpe
2012 Warren Baker
2013 John Symons
2014 Mike Bolton
2015 Bob Penrose
2016 Mike Bolton
2017 Mike Bolton
2018 Mike Bolton
2019 Mike Bolton
2020 Mike Bolton 

Cheers
Ed Woolfrey

“I have a tip that will take five strokes off 
anyone’s golf game. It’s called an eraser.” 

Arnold Palmer
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A Word About 
Cheese
Following on from last edition, 
here are a few more things 
I’m regularly asked.

What is a washed rind cheese and WHAT IS THAT 
SMELL?!
Washed rind cheeses are more or less exactly what the 
name suggests. During maturation, cheeses are regularly 
sprayed, brushed, rubbed or dunked in a solution that 
changes the way the rind develops. The solution is often 
a brine, sometimes with herbs or, very often, different 
alcoholic drinks mixed in, which can promote (or inhibit, if 
that is the desire of the cheesemaker) the growth of certain 
bacteria and moulds. Bacteria known as brevibacterium 
linens (or b linens) are prominent – this is what gives the 
famous ‘smelly feet’ odour. It also affects the rind’s colour, 
contributing to the orange or ochre/reddish appearance. For 
cheese lovers, washed rind cheeses offer some of the most 
interesting flavours and aromas, as well as texture – it is not 
uncommon, for example, for the rind of a washed cheese to 
feel a little gritty – but beware! Make sure they are kept well 
sealed in a container in the fridge or very soon the whole 
house will know what type of cheese you bought.

I’m lactose intolerant but I miss cheese – is there any I 
can eat?
[DISCLAIMER: I’m not a health or nutritional professional 
but I’ve done a fair bit of reading on this to avoid giving 
people bad advice. That said, always go with your gut (and 
your doctor’s advice) and don’t eat things that makes you 
feel off – fairly basic, evolutionarily speaking.]

Yes, lots. Lactose can be a problem for many people but the 
process that takes milk and makes it cheese is, very, very 
basically, adding cultures that convert the lactose. By the 
time it’s cheese, very nearly all the lactose is gone. If you’ve 
had a bad experience with cheese, think about what it was, 
specifically. Was it a very young or unaged cheese, such as 
mozzarella or a fresh curd? The longer a cheese has been 

matured, the further that process has gone. Maybe have a 
go at some two-year-old parmesan or gouda, for example, 
and if it doesn’t do you wrong, you may be looking at the 
pathway back to joy. 

Also note: it may not be lactose intolerance at all but 
rather a protein or other allergy. These can present similar 
symptoms. It’s worth finding out if this is the real issue.

What’s the best thing to serve with cheese and how 
many should I put on my platter?
This one obviously veers into ‘it’s a matter of personal 
choice territory” but when thinking about accompaniments 
for your cheeses it’s often best to keep it very simple. Try 
to think about balance and variety of flavours and textures 
– a bold, full-flavoured cheddar, for instance, will work 
marvellously with a really crunchy, acidic pickle but a mild, 
buttery soft cheese is often nicer with some fresh berries or 
sliced pear, which will add some sweetness and crispness 
without overpowering. As to how many cheeses to include 
on a platter, I am personally in favour of just two or three 
carefully chosen bits, especially if you are entertaining and 
know what other food is being served alongside the cheese, 
when in the meal it is coming and, of course, what wines or 
other drinks it will be washed down with. If you want to make 
a really bold statement, go for one ‘hero’ cheese – that way 
you can also make a visual impact by getting, say, an entire 
wheel of Brie or an impressive wedge of another favourite, 
giving everyone a focal point for cheesy chat! 

On a separate note, I’m excited to announce that my new 
shop is nearly ready to open and should be up and flying 
well before Christmas, so please come and check it out 
and don’t forget to order your festive cheeses early to avoid 
disappointment. 

The new spot is Shop 4 ‘High Street’, 310-312 Bong 
Bong Street, Bowral NSW and my email is hugh@
cheeseetc.com.au

Hugh Nicholas
Cheese Monger
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Melbourne Cup Lunch For Nakuru Hope 2020
Living On The Veg
When I organised the first Melbourne Cup lunch for Nakuru Hope back in 2016 at 
the Burrawang School of Arts, I never thought it would be so successful growing 
steadily over the next couple of years; the last one in 2018 raised over $12,000 
and around 100 people attended.  When I decided not to hold one last year as I 
was just returning from overseas, I never in a thousand years imagined how the 
world would have changed and that this year, such an event would not even be 
possible.

So, I was very grateful that when I asked Erica if we could hold a lunch at the 
Burrawang Café instead, she was extremely supportive and together with Ben 
and the staff, we had another successful event although obviously on a much 
smaller scale with only 40 people allowed to attend.   The food was excellent 
(some of the best risotto I have ever tasted!), the wine flowed and sweep and 
raffle tickets sold fast.  A big thank you again to Erica and her wonderful staff, 
and also to all the individuals and businesses who generously donated the raffle 
prizes.

I had made the theme “Living on the Veg”, following on from the lovely photo 
Susan had posted on her website of a little boy receiving a cabbage larger than 
his head. With the Kenyan Government closing all the schools in March, all 250 
children who attend Nakuru Hope from the slums haven’t been able to attend; 
ironically the 50 orphans are the lucky ones being kept safe and fed at the 
school.  

As all the children usually get a meal each day at the school, most now go for 
days without any food.  So, the focus for Susan and her amazing School Director, 
Christopher, has been to distribute food parcels to the 250 children and their 
families just to keep them alive – besides COVID, Kenya has been hit by locusts, 
flood and famine, so the situation is very dire.  Besides the school, Susan has a 
small farm nearby where lots of vegetables are grown which go into these food 
parcels, obviously a very valuable source of nutrition – hence the joy on this little 
boy’s face.
 

One person who took the “Living on the Veg” theme to heart was 
the ever exuberant Annella who came dressed as a broccoli and 
was the obvious winner of the Best Dressed Lady, with Jeremy 

Perrott taking out Best Dressed Gentleman with his vegetable 
decorated hat. 

Thanks again for all the amazing support that Susan receives from 
Burrawang and its surrounds, she is always quite overwhelmed by 
this community’s generosity.  I was able to bank $2,775 from the 

proceeds of the lunch, ticket sales and cash donations, and Susan 
was thrilled that other direct donations have also been received.  

If anyone wants to find out more about Nakuru Hope and what Susan has 
achieved in setting up and running this remarkable venture, please go to the 
website:  www.nakuruhope.org.  To make a donation, or perhaps sponsor a child 
(as do Brad and I), just click on the Get Involved tab.   Even a small amount can 
make a huge difference.

Gail Dolphin

Christmas Trivia
1. How many ghosts appear in 

Charles Dickens’ novel - A 
Christmas Carol?

2. In Home Alone, where are the 
McCallisters going on vacation 
when they leave Kevin behind?

3. What words follow “Silent Night” in 
the song?

4. Three of Santa’s reindeer’s names 
begin with the letter “D.” What are 
those names?

5. What Christmas decoration was 
originally made from strands of 
silver?

6. What was the first song ever 
broadcast from space?

7. Christmas Island in Australia has 
an annual migration of which 
animal?

8. What are the names of the three 
wise men?

9. What star sign would you be if 
you’re born on Christmas Day?

10. In the song A partridge in a Pear 
Tree - On the eighth day of 
Christmas my true love sent to 
me…..?

Open 7 days 

8am to 11am Monday to Thursday 
breakfast 7 days

Now open for lunch, Friday to
Sunday 8am to 2pm

Follow us on Instagram or Facebook
 for events and daily specials

02 4886 4496

Online bookings  via bgsc.com.au
02 48864496
bgsc.com.au



Christmas Trivia Answers
1. Four
2. Paris
3. Holy night 
4. Dancer, Dasher, and 

Donner
5. Tinsel
6. Jingle Bells, in 1965.
7. Crabs.
8. Caspar, Melchior, and 

Balthazar.
9. Capricorn.
10. 8 maids a-milking
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St David’s News

In a year of frustration at best, at worst pain and grief, 2020 
has been a real kick in the guts. So, as we come into the 
Christmas season, can we really put our confidence in the 
‘peace, hope and joy’ line of Christmas? It can sound a little 
clichéd, even corny to be honest, the stuff of Disney stories.

The claims of Jesus are big claims, there’s no doubt about 
that. But here’s what I love most about Christmas, and it’s 
what makes sense of the ‘peace, hope and joy’ stuff that 
gets rolled out at Christmas on cards, wrapping paper and 
so on. God came to us. Now, I’d love to explore with you all 
the historical evidence about Jesus, but I’d get in trouble 
with the wonderful and patient editors of this publication, 
but I’d encourage you to make the time to get those 
questions answered (here’s a website to start https://www.
publicchristianity.org/).

Because God came to us, he knows us and knows what 
it’s like to be us. He knows pain, he knows joy, he knows 
rejection, he even understands grief; the shortest verse in 
the bible describes Jesus’ reaction to his friends Lazarus’ 
death, “Jesus wept” (John 11:35). Jesus, Immanuel, which 
means God with us, has come. He came to bring us peace 
with God through his death, he came to bring us a real and 
certain hope of eternal life and he came to bring us joy, 
even in the midst of a crappy year!

Below is our service information, I hope to see you around 
soon. Everyone’s welcome, from curious to the committed.

REGULAR SERVICES 
‘Face to face’ services have resumed at Robertson and 
Burrawang, however if you would like to subscribe to our 
YouTube channel, where you can watch the Robertson 
sermons, search on YouTube ‘Robertson Burrawang 
Anglican Church.’

Our service times at Robertson are:
Sundays 
• 8am Traditional (1st and 4th of the month)
• 10am Contemporary Family (weekly)
• 6pm Contemporary Family (weekly, while COVID 

social distancing restrictions are still in place)

We meet on the 3rd Sunday of each month at St David’s 
Burrawang at 4.30pm.

There are no services at St David’s Burrawang in January.

Christmas Services
Unfortunately, at the time of writing, due to COVID 
restrictions, we are unable to give much certainty in regards 
to our Christmas services. Closer to December we are 
hoping and praying restrictions will ease. Please keep 
an eye out on our Facebook Page (Robertson Anglican 
Church) and we’ll also post in Robertson Commons and 
Burrawang Village Facebook Groups, when we know more. 
Thanks for your patience.

Rev Graham Thomas
Minister
Robertson / Burrawang Anglican Church
robertsonanglican.org.au
4885 1210

For all your Building and 
Renovations needs;
• Extensions & Alterations
• Project management
• Kitchen & Bathrooms
• Open plan living
• Structural Landscaping
• Decks & retaining walls
• Repairs & Maintenance

You name it, 
we can do it!
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Burrawang Public School 
Here are some writing samples from the 2-6 class. We have been focusing on engaging orientations 
and building interesting settings by using descriptive language, vivid imagery, ‘Show, Don’t Tell’ style and 
engaging the senses to immerse the reader. The students are using brilliant adjectives, how many do
We have been focusing on engaging orientations and building interesting settings by using descriptive 
language, vivid imagery, ‘Show, Don’t Tell’ style and engaging the senses to immerse the reader. The 
students are using brilliant adjectives, how many do you see in their work?

The House in The Rainforest - By Joshua
Deep, deep in dense rainforest, a shot rang out, breaking 
the songs of birds. Several birds flew over the rainforest, 
not knowing that a man was waiting for them. Bang! Bang! 
Bang! Three of the plumpest birds fell out of the sky. 
The pack of birds squawked loudly, flying wildly to outrun 
the deadly rifle. This rifle was held by a middle-aged man, 
with wispy white hair. He wore plain, thick pants, the ones 
that let the air in. He had a white t-shirt on and had a sharp 
machete slung in a leather sheath, that was tied to his belt. 
‘Dinner,’ said the man, happily looking at his fine game. 
He tied the little legs of the birds together and slung them 
over his stout shoulder. The man started through the thick 
rainforest, easily, as he had been doing this for years. 
The birds started their songs again, and the rainforest 
became lively. The man whistled as he walked, looking out 
for lethal snakes. 
“Ah, there it is,” stated the man, eyeing a large tree. Having 
past a tree, he had come to a small clearing. In the middle 
of this clearing stood a large tree, the one the man had been 
looking for. 
Even though this town looked old, it had a lot of modern 
things in it. Talking about modern things, it had recently 
been hit with a large wave of deadly, vicious COVID 19, 
leaving the main street nearly completely deserted. This 
terrible virus, close to the flu, had been brought to this town 
by a truck driver from a large city, a big hotspot for COVID. 
It had then suddenly spread, killing some people. Two 
teenage boys, wearing COVID masks, were strolling down 
this street, talking loudly...   

Sunburnt - By Indigo
The sunburnt grass swayed in the wind, brushing up against 
my bare legs. The yellow buttercups swayed back and forth 
with them taking the shade of the green willow that I was 
sitting under. It was a touch of coolness to the dry season. 
Sitting under the shade felt like diving into the fresh river 
swirling behind the trunk of the tree. I rested my back on the 
bark, it chipping off and scratching my back as I settled in.  
I looked over at the bank, letting my ears adjust to rushing 
water overlapping the mud and battling with the bird’s 
harmonious song. The village stood in the background, 
smoke puffing out of the blacksmith’s shop. I could still smell 
fresh bread wafting through the air and my mouth watered 

at the taste of fresh bread and butter while sitting on the 
cobblestone step outside of the old bakery that chimed 
happily with customers.
Mrs. Smith was always happy to see me in the shop if I 
was buying or just taking in the happy surrounding of bread 
being baked and tarts being cooked. The gentle old lady 
was the owner of the shop and her two sons worked with 
her making the bread while she handled the customers. I’d 
never seen Mrs. Smith be sharp or unpleasant but I knew 
she had a side that she didn’t let people see, like most 
old ladies have. The old baker’s husband worked in the 
blacksmith. The blacksmith was also a kind man and his 
workshop was always a peaceful place where he would tell 
stories to his customer if they only needed a quick clean and 
sharpen of their tools.
The café was next door to the bakery. Mrs. Smith and Mrs. 
Pollan had constant rivalry between them, battling for the 
most delicious pies and best customers. Both were lovely 
places but the café always was swarmed with hungry 
fellows shouting for their food. The bakery had a small 
section where customers could sit and enjoy the steaming 
of pots and the chirping of timers. The smell was always 
welcoming, making the individual drool from the sweet scent 
moving through the wind. 
 -Indigo

Dry- By Harper
“Please! I’m begging you!”, our family pleaded, restlessly. 
The protest had grown a lot more since dawn when we had 
arrived. That meaning, more angry people and more angry 
fists. The government wasn’t giving it just yet, but at the 
rapid rate that crowds were growing, they would definitely 
have to come out of hiding soon. The outside burnt my skin; 
average weather for a summer day in South Sudan. Hot. 
Afterall, we hadn’t experienced any rain in years. And yet no 
scientists can explain why.
My younger sister Delilah, screamed and cried, her body 
drenched in sweat. It was clear that she didn’t want to be 
here, I don’t think anyone did. Delilah was the youngest 
in our family, being only a couple of months old. She had 
barely any hair growing, exposing her head to the sun and 
sunburn. The only life she had ever known was life on our 
farm. Even if this ‘farm life’ was praying every day that the 
rain would come and nourish our crops with water. As much 
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Burrawang Film Night

Due to the Covid 19 situation the 
program for our Film Nights is yet to 

be decided.
Recently we have enjoyed two Film 

Nights observing Covid safe protocols.
For the latest information regarding 
upcoming Film Nights please check 

the village website nearer the time for 
the choice of film and details of how to 

book tickets.
https://burrawangvillage.com/whats-on/
When: 7.30pm last Friday each 

month
Where: Burrawang School of Arts

Information & Disclaimer

This publication is intended to be a 
Village Newsletter for the distribution 

of general information and events, not 
a Broadsheet for political comment. 
Whilst opinions expressed do not 
necessarily represent the present 
Committee of the Association, any 
information submitted to the editor 

which is likely to offend or concern a 
member or a  resident, will be withheld 

form publication.
Correspondence in relation to this 
should be addressed to the Editor.

 
PO Box 3209, Robertson 2577

Burrawangherald@gmail.com

as we begged, our wishes were never 
fulfilled.
“Ma. I think it’s time to leave.” I said, 
backing off from all the people flooding 
in quickly. She looked at me with 
an uneasy look. “Trish. Don’t you 
understand, we can’t leave. We have 
to make them say something. Explain 
something. We need to know what 
is happening to us.” I looked back at 
her and then at Delilah. “But Ma-” “No 
buts.” She headed off to the left side 
of the crowd, Delilah in her arms. I 
was left alone. Pa had followed Ma 
like usual, making sure both she and 
Delilah were safe. But me? No. I was 
‘old enough’ to be left alone.
I started walking into the direction 
that the rest of my family had headed, 
squishing through thousands upon 
thousands of people. I tried to move as 
swiftly as I could but I was constantly 
interrupted by people screaming, 
bursting my eardrums. “Ma? Pa? 
Delilah?” I yelled. No response. 
BANG.
Everyone stopped, the crowd lay 
silent. Screams hollowed through the 
streets, desperate mothers, trying to 
find their kids. “TRISH? WHERE ARE 
YOU!” a voice screamed. I instantly 
knew it was my father. A tall man came 
rushing through the crowds, shoving 
people out of the way. “PA? I’M RIGHT 
HERE!” I yelled back. I waited for a few 
moments for him to come and get me 
but he never did. “Pa?” I said into the 
crowd.
BANG BANG.
2 more gunshots came from the centre 
of the crowd, this time more and more 
people rushing away. “Everybody 
move! Flood to the grass, anywhere! 
Come on MOVE!” somebody yelled. 
Everyone took orders and started to 
run, not caring at all about pushing 
others and leaving them behind. I 
knew I had to run. I couldn’t wait for my 
family. I had to leave.
And now.
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