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 CONTINUING A 138 YEAR TRADITION

Presidents Message

Ray White Bowral aims to be regarded by our Southern 
Highland’s community as the most trusted brand in real 
estate. Our unwavering commitment to ensuring each 
and every transaction is executed seamlessly sets us 
apart and helps us to realise this ambition.

The diverse range of sales people, property managers 
and support staff who form our team, combines over 
100 years of experience in the local real estate market, 
with an energetic and modern approach to an age old 
industry. 

Your local agent, Michael Maloney 0414 482 150

Ray White Bowral

4862 1894

raywhitebowral.com.au

Australia is being ravaged by some of the worst wildfires 
seen in decades, with large swaths of the country 
devastated since the fire season began in earnest in 
November 2019. With great sadness, many people have 
since lost their lives, volunteer firefighters have paid the 
ultimate price for their bravery, businesses have been 
severely impacted, families have been affected and in the 
state of NSW alone, more than 3,000 homes have been 
destroyed or damaged. Add to this, millions of wildlife have 
either been killed or injured and the habitats of many of our 
most at risk animals and mammals have been significantly 
damaged. Fires are still raging as I write and Canberra 
residents are being evacuated. It’s horrifying!

On 21 December 2019, while numerous fires were burning 
out of control down south along the coast, many of us here 
in Burrawang and Wildes Meadow, still felt relatively safe 
as we went about our daily activities. However, with smoke 
filling the air, the skies turning dark mid-afternoon and 
charred leaves starting to fall from the sky, there was an 
eerie sense in the village, that all was not well. As it turned 
out - it wasn’t. Danger was making its way up the hill from 
Clearys Lane and at 4.29pm the emergency message from 

NSW RFB hit our phones, alerting us to the fact a fire is 
burning in the area of Wildes Meadow. The message was 
clear: “The fire is spreading quickly and firefighters are 
working to contain the fire. If you are in the area of Wildes 
Meadow, Burrawang and Myra Vale, it is too late to leave. 
Seek shelter as the fire approaches. Protect yourself from 
the heat of the fire.” The reality then hit many of us that we 
are no longer immune to the dangers of fire and a sense of 
vulnerability started to creep in.

Thankfully, the Burrawang Rural Fire Brigade was managing 
the situation, monitoring the direction of the fire and Mark 
Compton and the team were well positioned at and near 
the fire-front and after an intense effort the RFB had a 
potentially disastrous situation under control.

Later that evening, while sitting at home with my family, we 
were reflecting on how close the fire was, how much we rely 
on our volunteer firefighters and what an incredibly amazing 
job they do. They are the mums, dads, young people, and 
local business owners of the community - just ordinary 
everyday individuals who go out and simply want to serve 
and protect and make a difference in their local community. 
Each time they leave the station they go out knowing they 
are heading into a potentially hostile environment and 
situation. They certainly are heroes.

It really did hit home a few days later when I recall watching 
TV and seeing Colin Munro, our local Burrawang RFB 
Captain, being filmed coming home to his wife Brooke 
and their children. After 11 hard and difficult days of being 
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away fighting fires down south he returned to see his family. To see the look on 
Colin’s and the children’s faces brought me to tears but also gave me a sense of 
immense pride that we had such a ‘great person’ protecting our community.

Despite the Wildes Meadow fire being behind us, the mood in the village was still 
uneasy, perhaps a little somber and as we were about to reach the midway point 
in summer, and with some respite in the weather conditions, the Burrawang RFB 
and the Community Association thought it would be a great opportunity to get 
the community together to share stories, talk about how we were feeling and use 
it as an opportunity to reach out to our neighbours and offer one another some 
support.

We were grateful for Erica’s kind offer to hold the ‘Get Together’ at the Burrawang 
General Store on Saturday 18 January and there was a fabulous turn out of 
approximately 120 people from Burrawang, Wildes Meadow, Fitzroy Falls and 
Avoca. The opportunity wasn’t wasted and a lot of valuable information was 
provided by Elizabeth ‘Liz’ Ellis from the RFB and it gave the community an 
opportunity to personally thank the RFB for their incredible efforts.

However, as we were reminded by Liz Ellis, the fire season generally goes 
deep into April and historically some of the worst fires take place in late January 
through to the end of February. She reminded us not to be complacent and its 
everyone’s responsibility to be prepared for an emergency and ensure we all 
have a Bush Fire survival plan and if you live on a farm to be familiar with the 
Farm Fire Safety Guide. She also reminded people that we shouldn’t be too 
harsh on our neighbours who have taken the advice of the RFB to leave the area 
and have headed back to Sydney or some other place to seek shelter.

Thank you to all our magnificent firefighters and all their support staff and 
congratulations on the announcement that you are eligible to receive the national 
emergency medal for your service in the 2019-20 fires. It’s well deserved 
recognition.

Finally, a reminder please that our local businesses are being affected by the 
fires and they have seen a reduction in visitors and tourism. One of the most 
community minded things we can do, is to provide as much support as we can 
to the General Store Cafe, the Village Hotel, Mauger’s butchery and all our small 
business operators by using their establishments and services.

Stay safe everyone and be alert until the end of the fire season.

As always, we welcome the community’s feedback or questions on anything else 
you see as impacting on the village or surrounding area.

Kind regards

Chris McCann
President – BWM Community Association
0474 500 658
bwmcassoc@gmail.com

Open 7 days 8am to 3pm
***********

Open 7 days from 8am
New closing time - 3pm

Closed Anzac Day, Good Friday and 
Easter Saturday

Open Easter Sunday and Monday

Follow us on Instagram or Facebook
for events and daily specials

02 4886 4496

Online bookings via bgsc.com.au
02 48864496
bgsc.com.au

Burrawang Easter 
Markets - update

A reminder to Burrawang Village 
residents that the Burrawang Easter 
Markets is being held on Saturday the 
11th April 2020.

Approximately 160 stalls have been 
filled and planning for the day is well 
advanced.

Mountain Dew Band, an Irish/ Country/
Folk band who play all over the 
Southern Highlands and Wollongong 
will be playing throughout the day.

Additional volunteers are still welcome 
to join so please contact

Jeremy Perrott - jeremygperrott@
gmail.com
Chris McCann - cmac29@icloud.com
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Burrawang Rural Fire Brigade

Another huge thank you to our wonderful community

We cannot say thank you enough to our community for their support in so many 
ways during this fire season.  The effort needed to take on these fires required 
more than we could do on our own.  Thank you for coming and cleaning the 
station and the truck, baking us goodies, donating a mountain of really useful 

things for us (as well as money), 
sorting donations, shopping, crying 
with us and just being there for us.

The turnout for our community get-
together on the 18 January at the 
Burrawang General Store Café was 
phenomenal. Thank you for coming 
along and sharing with everyone your 

Remember to invite your friends and relatives down to visit as the Southern 
Highlands needs a boost to tourism.

RFS Service for the recent fires
Our members have been responding to the fires for several months now, both on 
deployment or locally, either on the front line as firefighters or in specialist roles 
and we are very proud of them.  Members have been to Glenn Innes, Grafton, 
Tenterfield, Oberon, Wollondilly and Upper Lachlan Shire as well as locally 
into Meryla State Park and Morton National Park.  They have been involved in 
property protection in Bundanoon, Colo Vale, The Oaks and further west in the 
Taralga area.

If you would like to join the RFS and there are a number of ways to contribute, 
please come down to the station any Wednesday evening and have a chat with 
us.  We have a number of new people joining up and we hope to be able to start 
putting everyone who wants to, through the initial training very soon

Everyone Please 
Come Along And
THANK A FIREY!

Friday 1 May - From 4pm

Burrawang Village Hotel

This is the opportunity for the whole 
community to come down and buy 

a beer for a Firey to thank them and 
their families for all they have done.

Enjoy live music and a meal 
(complimentary for Firies)

stories and being a part of a much-needed communal hug!  Remember that the 
fire season is not quite over and stress and fatigue will come with hypervigilance 
over a long period of time. Take care of yourselves, get plenty of sleep, take 
time out and give children a chance to talk.  Wingecarribee Shire Council and 
the Office of Disaster Management (https://www.emergency.nsw.gov.au) have a 
range of support services. 

Stitch and Bitch,
Knit and Natter,
Yarn and Yarn...

Every Friday at 2pm 
in the Burrawang General Store Café

  

Bring along whatever 
you are working on

Knitting, crochet, embroidery, quilting 

Contact Cath Ward 0405 151 651 for 
more details
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FireAid 2020
The Brigade got right behind the fundraising concert organised by Leo Sayer and John and Zoe Waters on Friday 24 
January at the Bong Bong Racecourse.  A huge thanks to Brooke and Colin Munro for their organisational efforts as well 
as our many money collectors from across the brigades.  It was a hugely successful event allowing firefighters and local 
residents to let down their hair for the evening.

Easter Markets
The Brigade will again be taking part in the Burrawang Easter Markets with lots of great fun and learning activities for 
the children.  This is also an important time for us to raise funds for the brigade though our raffle.  We would very much 
appreciate any volunteer assistance to sell raffle tickets and generally help out on the day.

If you are able to help please contact the brigade President Phillipa Drewett on 0419 426 874 - your help means a lot.  
Funds raised go directly towards firefighting equipment for our brigade.  Drop in and have a look at the station and chat with 
us about your Fire Plan if you have a moment.

Burrawang’s 25th 

Australia’s Biggest Morning Tea
Saturday 30 May   9am - 12 Noon

Burrawang School of Arts

The Warner Family will host their 25th annual fundraiser for 
The Cancer Council....

AUSTRALIA’S BIGGEST MORNING TEA

The Cancer Council is on a mission to create a cancer free future.  Every year 
they help thousands of Australians affected by cancer.  As you share a cuppa 

and a chat with your family and friends you can be assured your support is 
helping to make a real difference.

We look forward to seeing you all at one of the Biggest Morning Teas held in 
the region.

Come and enjoy a scrumptious morning tea, great raffle prizes, trading table, 
jams and pickles, lucky door prizes and most importantly a friendly and 

enjoyable time to be had by all who attend.

Robertson Show

Friday 13 and Saturday 14 March
This annual agricultural show is 

renowned for its old school country 
charm with plenty of entertainment, 

competitions and old-fashioned fun for 
all the family to get involved in. We’re 
talking egg throwing, pumpkin rolling, 
hay stacking and wheel barrow racing 

kinda fun!
Robertson Show is famously renowned 

for the Australian Championship 
Potato Races which began in 1969. 
Competitors carry a sack of potatoes 
over 400 metres. Men carry a 50 kilo 

bag and women carry 12.5kg of spuds.  
Later in the day strap in for the drama 

and destruction of the Demolition 
Derby, followed by a beautiful fireworks 

show to top off the day!
Visit www.robertsonshow.org.au for 

further information.
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Judy Warner
Our 2020 Community Citizen of the Year Nominee

Judy Warner has been associated with the Cancer Council Biggest Morning Tea 
since 1996.  In 1991 Judy’s youngest daughter, Lucinda, who had just turned 4, 
was diagnosed with a rare cancer which is usually only suffered by adults.  Judy’s 
eldest daughter, Alex was 7 at the time.  After 3 years of intensive treatment, 
Lucinda sadly lost her battle with the cancer.  

In 1996 Judy made the decision that she was going to give back in some way to 
the Cancer Council and Ronald McDonald House, which had provided wonderful 
care for Lucinda during her treatment.  So, in 1996 she held a morning tea, in 
association with the Cancer Council’s Biggest Morning Tea.  She and her sister, 
Elizabeth made sandwiches and cakes and held the morning tea in the “middle” 
hall at the Burrawang School of Arts.  It was a small start with about a dozen 
people attending – raising $200.

Over the years “The Warner Family’s Biggest Morning Tea” has grown enormously.  It grew so much that Judy made the 
decision - rather reluctantly in case it was not going to be successful – to move into the main hall of the Burrawang School 
of Arts.  It was not the wrong decision. “The Warner Family’s Biggest Morning Tea” has become one of the main events on 
the calendar for the Burrawang and Wildes Meadow community. It is now well attended every year by many others in the 
Wingecarribee Shire and numerous visitors coming from Sydney and Canberra.  A delicious home-cooked morning tea is 
served with sandwiches, scones, sausage rolls and slices – all of which are donated.  Local businesses and individuals 
donate prizes for the raffle and trading tables with home-made jams, chutneys, pickles, etc, and also knitted items. 

Judy’s role in the on-going success of the morning tea is pivotal. Judy yearly: gathers the 25 volunteers and willing workers 
from her friends and the community; oversees the catering; handles all the marketing and promotion of the event; organises 
and sources all the raffle prizes; liaises with the Cancer Council and finalises all the monies collected. 

As the morning tea grew, so did the funds raised. In 2019 the event raised $24,087, making a total of $163,115 
raised over the 24 years.  

Saturday 30th May 2020 will be the 25th anniversary of “The Warner Family’s Biggest Morning Tea”.  “The Warner Family’s 
Biggest Morning Tea” is one of the largest morning teas held, in terms of money raised, outside the Sydney Metropolitan 
area.  The money raised goes into vital cancer research.

We wholeheartedly congratulate Judy on her nomination the 2020 Citizen of the Year for the Wingecarribee Shire.  

(Alex, Judy & Don Warner after Judy was 
acknowledged at the award presentation on 

Australia Day)
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Burrawang Avon Tunnel (BAT) Project - 
Update

On Sunday 17 November 2019, residents from Burrawang, 
Wildes Meadow, Robertson and Kangaloon attended a Town 
Hall meeting at the Burrawang School of Arts to discuss the 
Burrawang to Avon Tunnel Project.

Members of the NSWWater Project Team gave a 
presentation on the project proposal, highlighting that the 
purpose of the project is to safeguard the water supply for 
the Greater Sydney region and WaterNSW is investigating 
the possibility of building a water transfer tunnel from 
Burrawang to Avon, known as the ‘BAT’, or Burrawang to 
Avon Tunnel. While the BAT is still in the early planning 
stages, as a community we must ensure there is proper 
consultation, engagement and information being provided to 
Burrawang and Wildes Meadow residents. In other words, 
hold the project to some ongoing accountability.

The proposed tunnel will be around 20 kilometres long, 
running from the Fitzroy Falls Reservoir to the Avon Dam. It 
will have the capacity to carry up to 1.8 GL per day—roughly 
the same as 720 Olympic-sized swimming pools. On 
average, it would increase water supply to Greater Sydney 
including the Illawarra by around 10 gigalitres per year. It 
will also protect the Illawarra from exposure to asset failure 
and alleviate future stresses on the Warragamba Dam 
catchment.

Currently, creeks and streams play a vital role in transferring 
water across the region. However, this transfer via run-
of-rivers has environmental constraints on the timing and 
volume of water that can be moved. If built, the BAT will 
help to restore the natural flows of creeks and streams in 
the Southern Highlands, transfer water more efficiently and 
securely and reduce exposure to flooding and erosion.

The project also includes a 9km spur line connecting the 
tunnel directly to the pipeline for the Illawarra Treatment 
Plant. This will provide a greater certainty of water supply 
for the Illawarra into the future, provide an initial extra 10gL 
of storage and eliminate pumping from Fitzroy Falls to 
the Wingecarribee Reservoir saving energy and reducing 
greenhouse gas emissions.

The Town Hall meeting saw a great turn out with almost 100 
people filling the School of Arts. A number of people raised 
concerns about the proposal and WaterNSW undertook to 
keep the community updated through ongoing consultation 

and in particular to engage broadly on the environmental 
effects of undertaking such a project. In addition, the 
Community Association has requested monthly telephone 
conferences with the WaterNSW Project Team so we can be 
kept up to date on any progress and feed that back to the 
Community.

WaterNSW has respectfully requested a delay with 
consultation until after the fire danger passes which under 
the circumstances, we think is appropriate. The BWM 
Community Association will follow up again with WaterNSW 
on 10 February and will keep the community updated on 
any changes with the consultation process.

Chris McCann
President
BWMCA
cmac29@icloud.com

Moss Vale Library 
Temporary closure for upgrades in 2020

Wingecarribee Shire Council is undertaking building 
upgrade works at Moss Vale Branch Library as part of the 
Civic Centre Repair and Refurbishment project.
In order for construction activities to be undertaken safely 
the library will close for approximately 12 months from close 
of business on Saturday 21 December, 2019.
This project will provide library users with a larger, more 
accessible and user- friendly facility. Included in the work 
being undertaken is an additional 60 square metres of 
space, new shelving, lighting and air conditioning.
During the temporary closure the Rural Outreach and 
Delivery Service (ROADS) mobile library service will visit 
Leighton Gardens between 10am and 4pm each Friday 
starting 10 January 2020.
You can also visit the Mobile Library at other stops in the 
Shire, including BURRAWANG. Bowral and Mittagong 
Branch Libraries are operating as usual.
The Mobile Library will visit Burrawang on the following 
dates:
•	 March 5 and 19
•	 April 2, 16 and 30
•	 May 14 and 28
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Burrawang School of Arts

The Burrawang School of Arts has had something of 
a lull in events over the last few months since the last 
Newsletter. The real concerns of the Burrawang and 
Wildes Meadow communities in relation to the proximity of 
bushfires and the ongoing disastrous fire season that we 
have experienced have overshadowed many of our day-to-
day activities.

The School of Arts committee joins with many in the 
community in vigorously thanking our brave fire fighters 
as well as the NSW emergency services in general for 
their ongoing crucially important work. In line with our 
commitment to our community, donations have been made 
to the Burrawang Fire Service and Rural Fire Service to 
help support their ongoing magnificent work.   

The Christmas Party held in the main hall on 7 December 
2019 was once more a great success. More than eighty 
people attended the “festive drinks and nibbles” in the 
Main Hall, which had been made all the more festive by 
the decorations put up by our hard-working committee 
members. The general feedback regarding this occasion 
was positive.

 Plans are under way for a concert to be performed by 
popular jazz singer Sandie White. She has a wonderful 
voice and has sung in many venues, both in Australia 
and abroad. This promises to be an evening of great 

entertainment for fans of jazz and fine music. More 
information will be available through our usual means of 
advertising, including letterbox drop and social media. 

This year it is once again Burrawang’s turn to host the 
Anzac Day Service in the Main Hall. This important and 
emotional event is always very well attended.

Movie Night, held on the last Friday of every month, 
organized by Michael and Cath, along with the glass 
of wine and magnum ice cream, continues to be a very 
popular village event, with attendance by both regulars and 
visitors to Burrawang usually being around forty people.

Your School of Arts committee is busy planning and 
organising some great events for Burrawang, Wildes 
Meadow and the wider community in 2020 while 
also contributing considerable time and effort to the 
maintenance of the School of Arts building, which remains 
an iconic Southern Highlands gem.

Dwight Dowda
Committee Member

“JUST FOR A THRILL”
A Jazz Cabaret

Saturday 4 April - 5 to 7.30pm 
(BYO drinks & nibbles)

Burrawang SOA

Everyone Come And
THANK A FIREY!

Friday 1 May - From 4pm
Burrawang Village Hotel

For all your Building and 
Renovations needs;
•	 Extensions & Alterations
•	 Project management
•	 Kitchen & Bathrooms
•	 Open plan living
•	 Structural Landscaping
•	 Decks & retaining walls
•	 Repairs & Maintenance

You name it, 
we can do it!

ANZAC DAY SERVICE 2020 
Burrawang

At 11am
Saturday 25 April 2020

Wreath laying at Robertson at 10.15 am

All Welcome at Both Ceremonies

Phone Enquiries 
Peter Cox 0423 450 338
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To Solar or Not to Solar
 
In 2018, we installed a 17 panel 4.675 kw 
solar system at cost of around $8500 without 
a battery.
The reasoning for doing so was dubious. We 
were motivated by “feel good” emotions – 
save the planet for our children etc etc– and 
not by economic or energy rational.
Now 18 months later, we have had time to 
assess the effectiveness of our system and 
decided to share our thoughts with our village neighbours. 
Our system works well although initially it did not justify the cost. This was 
because our major energy consumption was heating at night, and to a lesser 
degree, cooling at night when obviously we generated energy only during 
sunlight hours. Apart from washing machines and dishwashers, there was little 
opportunity to use the energy we generated.
In theory a battery could have resolved this problem. Our contractor rightly 
recommended against installing a battery. Batteries are very expensive, suffer 
from a 20% plus loss in the transfer of energy from the panels to the battery 
and from the battery to the appliance and a $10,000 battery does not store 
enough energy to heat a typical house for a normal evening’s duration. Beware 
of contractors who recommend batteries. Ditto politicians who promise a 
government rebate for batteries.  Batteries will become cheaper and will become 
more efficient but that time is some way off.
The problem was compounded by very low feed-in tariffs i.e. the amount utility 
companies pay you for electricity you send back to the grid. The mathematics 
are simple. Utility companies charge you around 29 cents per kilowatt hour but 
pay you only 8 cents per kilowatt hour for electricity that you send back after a 
sizeable capital investment on your part. I should explain that the 8 cents is what 
they initially offered me and probably other consumers.
Intrigued and somewhat annoyed by this rip off (is there a better word?), I 
decided to speak to my utility company. At the threat of changing companies, they 
quickly upped my feed-in tariff to 21 cents per kilowatt hour! That has changed 
the whole economics of my solar system. In effect I am using the grid as my 
battery with no capital cost.
 But a caveat here. If the utility companies decide to cut their feed-in tariff in the 
future, the economics of solar remain questionable.
 At my current feed-in tariff and if  the sun only shone for six months of the year, 
I estimate I am getting a 9% return on my invested capital after depreciating the 
panels over 15 years. Our electricity bill for September this year was $82. Our 
electricity bill for November was a credit of $58. But we were on holiday for part 
of both months.
I am happy to discuss this matter further with any interested readers.

Dick Boyd
bigtrout@bigpond.net.au

Police, Ambulance, Fire Brigade
000
(106 for people with hearing or 
speech impairment)
www.triplezero.gov.au

State Emergency Service (SES)
132-500
www.ses.nsw.gov.au

Bowral Hospital
(02) 4861-0200
www.swslhd.nsw.gov.au/bowral

Bush Fire Information Line
1800-679-737
www.rfs.nsw.gov.au

Poisons Information Hotline
131-126
www.chw.edu.au

DoCS Helpline
132-111
www.community.nsw.gov.au

NSW road closures
132-701
www.livetraffic.com

Wingecarribee Shire Council
General Enquiries:
Civic Centre, 68 Elizabeth St Moss 
Vale NSW 2577
Phone: (02) 4868 0888
Fax: (02) 4869 1203
Email: mail@wsc.nsw.gov.au

Emergency Services

Letters to the Editor and Article 
Contributions

The Burrawang Herald is a community 
newspaper and we welcome feedback 
from our readers. Tell us what you 
enjoyed in this edition of the Herald 
and what you might like to see featured 
in future editions. Articles, comments or 
suggestions should be addressed to:
The Editor
burrawangherald@gmail.com
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A Word About Cheese

One of the more positive outcomes of the bushfire crisis of the last few months 
has been the rise of groups such as Buy From The Bush and Empty Esky and 
the sympathetic media coverage that has done much to focus Australians on 
ways to support regional communities. This has helped draw attention to the 
myriad amazing small enterprises throughout affected areas. With that spirit in 
mind, I’d like to share over a short series some of the wonderful producers we 
have in the Southern Highlands 
First up: Cheese! (What a surprise…)

We are incredibly fortunate in the Highlands to have 
genuinely top shelf cheesemakers around us. 

Pecora Dairy is the closest, situated in Robertson. Michael 
and Cressida Cains make incredible sheep’s milk cheeses 
in a truly farmhouse operation (i.e. cheeses are made 
on the farm only from milk from that farm). They make 
an impressive range of products including feta, fresh 
curd, yoghurt, three soft cheeses (ashed, washed rind 
and piccolo), a hard and a blue. Both the hard cheese 
(named ‘Yarrawa’) and the feta are made using raw 
(a.k.a. unpasteurised) milk, and respectively they won the 
2018 and 2019 ‘From The Dairy’ category of the coveted 
Delicious Magazine Produce Awards. Pecora even have a 
new ‘cellar door’ shop in Robertson, so be sure to stop by 
and grab some of their wares.

Slightly further afield, but still local in my opinion (Australians 
claim tonnes of famous Kiwis when it suits us, after all) are 
The Pines, located at Saddleback Mountain in Kiama. This 
micro-dairy run by Kel and Mahlah Grey milks only around 

30 cows and yet manages to produce a luscious soft, two 
lovely hards and a washed rind, as well as yoghurt and 
even Insta-famous gelato! And although they only make it 
as a special treat these days, if you ever come across their 
Halloumi, grab it; you won’t be sorry.

Finally, further afield still but certainly worthy of inclusion 
here is Cupitt Fromagerie in Milton, an arm of the well-
known winery, brewery and restaurant, owned by Rosie 
and Griff Cupitt. Making a wide range of goat’s and cow’s 
milk cheeses, Cupitt cheeses are made using only local 
milks and pay homage to a number of the great cheeses 
from Spain, Italy and France. Particular favourites of mine 
are the 24 month hard goat cheese ‘Tomme’ and the 
‘Milton’, inspired by Spanish classic Mahon. 

I would encourage all to seek out and try these producers 
– it’s not every region can boast such world-class goods 
made on their doorstep. 

Hugh Nicholas
Cheese Monger

Your local professional and caring Accounting and 
Advisory team providing all your accountancy and 

business advisory requirements. Including:
•	 tax planning, 
•	 estate and succession planning,
•	 financial and management accounting, 

and
•	 BAS and FY end reporting for individuals 

and commercial clients
For a confidential conversation, please contact 

Rebecca Duffy or Joel Goring.
Rebecca: 0422 174 660            Joel: 0422 452 543

E: rebecca@goringduffy.com.au  or 
joel@goringduffy.com.au

Suite 8A  The Mews  Bundarooo  St Bowral
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Russell’s Ramblings
The holiday season has come to an end, and life can now get back to some 

form of normality for those of us who are fortunate enough to have escaped the 
horrors of the fires. 

Unfortunately, there are a lot of people whose lives will never return to what they 
were, and these people need our support and assistance – both physical and 

financial – to get them through those difficult times.
But be careful! I have had two phone calls from individuals who claim to be 

collecting for fire victims, but who would not give me their alleged organisation 
details. They got nothing from me.

On another note, I have recently had minor surgery to remove an ulcer on my 
left leg, as a result I have been told to restrict my activities for a few weeks.

Not being able to play golf meant that I had to fill in my time in other ways, so I 
have been watching a fair bit of T20 cricket on TV, and quite frankly the standard 

of batting horrifies me. 
It is no wonder that our test team has an inconsistent line up when young 

players see – and copy- the stupid novelty shots that are played purely to create 
entertainment.

I believe there is too much of this low standard of cricket being played, and 
the fact that the crowds are down this year seems to support that. A shorter 

tournament of a higher standard would be more attractive.
Just for variety I also have watched some of the Australian Open tennis, and 

what a joy to watch the likes of Federer, Djokovic and various others giving it all 
they can at all times.

As for Ash Barty, I don’t believe that I have seen a better example of a 
completely natural sports person who always shows respect for the sport and 

her opponents.
Junior Australian of the Year – well-earned and deserved.

Advertise in The Burrawang Herald

Every quarter reach over 500 
residents and visitors to our village

Advertising rates per year
•	 Inside pages - Banner190 x 60mm	

- $550pa	
•	 Inside pages - Double business 

card 120 x 90mm - $250pa 
•	 Inside pages	 Single 

business card  90x 50mm -	 $175 

Please send your enquiry to
burrawangherald@gmail.com
or call Elizabeth on 
0412 340 071

Information & Disclaimer

This publication is intended to be a 
Village Newsletter for the distribution 

of general information and events, not 
a Broadsheet for political comment. 
Whilst opinions expressed do not 
necessarily represent the present 
Committee of the Association, any 
information submitted to the editor 

which is likely to offend or concern a 
member or a  resident, will be withheld 

form publication.
Correspondence in relation to this 
should be addressed to the Editor.

 
PO Box 3209, Robertson 2577

Burrawangherald@gmail.com

Robert Handley
0419 243 520      Lic. 110210C

robertsonelectricalservices.com.au

Underground Power
Smoke Alarms

Safety Switches
Stoves

Hot Water
TV Aerials

Phone & Data

Serving Robertson & District Since 1999

mailto:burrawangherald%40gmail.com%20?subject=
mailto:Burrawangherald%40gmail.com%20?subject=
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St David’s News

There’s no doubt how the 2019-20 summer will be 
remembered. Fire. It seems wherever you look, wherever 
you drive, the flames have torn through. It feels like we’ve 
been smelling the smoke for months. It’s been devastating. 

I’ve written a couple of times in the Burrawang Herald about 
suffering and what God has to say about it in the Bible. That 
is, that he gets it. Jesus suffered on the cross for us. He was 
torn from his Father, not because of anything he had done 
but so by his death he could make us right with God. And 
so, Jesus offer us comfort, but he also ensures, because of 
his death, there will one day be an end to it. In the midst of 
suffering, I’m really thankful for that.

Something else I’m really thankful to God for, in the midst 
of suffering, and I reckon it’s one of the enduring gifts of 
God, is what we Aussies call ‘mateship.’ It’s been on show 
in spades over the last few months. I love the passage in 
Ecclesiastes about friendship:

9  Two are better than one,
because they have a good return for their labor:
10  If either of them falls down,
one can help the other up (Ecclesiastes 4:9-10).

I’m extremely thankful for our communities and neighbours 
helping each other. I’m thankful for our volunteers and their 
tireless sacrifice. I’ve got a number of friends at Church 
who serve in the Robertson and also the Burrawang Fire 
Brigades. I’m in awe of their commitment and service. 
Generally, we only hear about their work when fires light up, 
but for that saving work to happen much work has already 
been done. Every week, throughout the year, they meet. 

They plan, they prepare and they keep things in good order 
so when the day arrives, they’re ready.

Over the next little while we have a few events that I’d love 
to invite you along to. You don’t have to be religious or 
spiritual, just be you. Everyone is welcome. I might also add 
we’re hosting an excellent marriage course starting March 
9 over 5 sessions on Monday nights at Robertson Anglican. 
It’s video based and you only interact with your spouse. 
It’s a Christian course but not overtly, I think any couple 
can gain from it. You can read more about the course here 
https://www.buildingmarriage.com.au/about/ or get in touch 
with the church office at Robertson. Our church Facebook 
site will also have more information.

Easter 2020
Good Friday Service at Robertson Anglican Church	
@9am on April 10
Easter Sunday Service at Robertson Anglican Church 	
@10am on April 12
(both these services are family friendly with kid’s programs)

Later, on April 19 at St David’s Burrawang, we’ll gather 
together to celebrate Easter on April 19 @4.30pm.

We’d love to see you there.

Regular service times at Robertson are:
Sundays 	 @8am Traditional (1st and 4th of the 		
		  month)
		  @10am Contemporary Family (weekly)

We meet on the 3rd Sunday of each month at St David’s 
Burrawang. 

Rev Graham Thomas
Minister
Robertson / Burrawang Anglican Church
robertsonanglican.org.au
4885 1210

Volunteers needed!!
Join us at 9.30 on the 4th Wednesday morning each 

month at the boardwalk between George and Harman 
Streets Burrawang. 

Contact Cath Ward 0405 151 651



Burrawang Public School P&C News
At the beginning of the 2020 School year we had much to 
be thankful for at Burrawang Public School. With so much 
devastation to communities around us, with the intense 
weather and smoke and the general anxiety for families 
during the summer break, we were happy to welcome all 
families and staff 
back to the School, 
and thankful for our 
homes and health, our 
children and our school 
community. 
However, the return to 
Term 1 this year has 
certainly felt different. 
For many families it 
wasn’t much of a holiday. Indeed, for many of our parents 
who give their time so generously to the Burrawang RFS it 
was an exhausting and harrowing time, not only because of 
the constant, dangerous and physically demanding work, 
but also because of the time spent away from family and the 
difficulty and anxiety this causes everyone. Unfortunately, 
over this holiday period there have also been times of loss 
and sadness for a number of our families and staff. We send 
our love and thoughts to those who have been grieving the 
loss of a loved one. 
But while the holiday period was tough, the smiles of our 
new kindergarten students, and indeed all the Burrawang 
kids old and new, brought much joy (and a few tears!) to 
all of us. On behalf of the Burrawang P&C and the whole 
school community I’d like to welcome all new children and 

parents to the School 
– of which there are 
many! Our 6 new 
kindergarten children 
and an additional 5 
children across Years 
1-5 have joined our 
village school to make 
a total of 34. 
So with some new 
faces and renewed 

energy we are looking forward to the Burrawang Easter 
Markets. Planning is underway for a great day for all ages 
on the school grounds. I thank all parents, students and staff 
in advance for the huge effort that goes into making it such 
a successful day, and raising funds for important resources 
and experiences for the children at Burrawang School.
Karon Di Francesco
P&C President
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First Time Cruisers
Joey’s Travels
Whenever we’ve travelled 
overseas, it’s always been via 
planes and trains.

Once landed, our itinerary has consisted of picking up a hire 
car and travelling around to our designated spots. Staying 2 
to 3 nights before repacking our cases and moving on.
 

It’s been a great way to get around and see different places, 
but as we’ve gotten a little bit older – the suitcases seem to 
be a bit heavier too.

Thankfully, my husband has always been kind enough to 
swap his lighter case with my heavier one.

I’d been curious for a long time to try a “cruise” – really 
liking the idea of boarding a ship and being able to totally 
unpack and not have to worry about the constant repacking 
and moving on again until the end of our journey.  However, 
my husband has been quite reluctant to try a cruise.

I suggested we try a short cruise and thus began 
investigating somewhere we hadn’t already been. 

Japan seemed the perfect choice as neither of us had 
travelled there before.  I found a ‘10 day’ cruise, departing 
from Tokyo.  We decided to book it with a follow up ‘3 day’ 
land stay in Kyoto.

Our departure from Sydney to fly to Tokyo was scheduled 
for 11 October.  On the 9th, we received a call from our 
travel agent, asking if we could possibly travel a day earlier.  
The cruise line wanted to depart the morning of the 12th, 
rather than the evening, to avoid the typhoon that was 
headed to strike Tokyo.

Now, some might say common sense should have prevailed 
and that we not go? We did think about it but then decided 
to push on ahead and go the day earlier, reassuring 
ourselves that surely a well-regarded cruise line would not 
put lives at risk.  They had advised of a route alteration - 
we would now be travelling north, instead of the south, to 
outrun the typhoon.

We boarded our evening flight in Sydney and landed early 
morning into Tokyo.  It was raining. We were collected by 
car and whisked off to the shipping dock.

We certainly were impressed once we were on board.  Our 
suite with veranda was quite spacious and luxurious.  We 
unpacked, read through our revamped itinerary and then 
went to explore the ship before our departure.

Before we knew it, the tugboats began pushing us out, the 
ship sounded its departure horn and we were off. Not really 
knowing if I would be susceptible to seasickness, I popped a 
couple of tablets just-in-case.

Walking up and down the hallways of the ship, we noticed 
a definite rise and fall as it broke through the sea waves.  I 
was fine with that.  But then, began a slow roll to the left and 
then a roll to the right, before doing the up and down again.  
I felt like I was in a washing machine.

I kept trying to convince myself I was perfectly fine.  In fact, 
I was not.  But I was not going to admit it – reminding myself 
the cruise had been my idea, so not a word of complaint 
was to be uttered.  I’m not sure if I was imagining it, or 
whether I could really see a smirk on my husband’s 
lips.  Not, that I could look properly because I was trying to 
keep myself focused with the thought that ‘I-was-doing-just-
fine’.

The Captain made constant announcements about the 
weather and kept reassuring us that we were moving away 
from the typhoon and hoped we were all enjoying ourselves.

I continued to ignore the growing queasiness in my stomach 
and ordered another glass of champagne (that would fix it).  
We went to our restaurant, which looked wonderful, with its 
welcoming candle lit tables.  Thankfully, my other half has a 
cast iron stomach and happily ordered a three course meal, 
which when presented, he relished with gusto and washed 
down with a delicious looking bottle of red, that I was meant 
to share.  I on the other hand, ordered clear soup & bread 
and a glass of mineral water.  As I sipped carefully on my 
now non-alcoholic bubbles, I simultaneously maintained eye 
contact with the remnants of daylight out the window and 
kept up what I thought was lively dinner conversation.  In 
truth, I probably looked and sounded a bit manic.

Somehow or other, I managed to keep myself together.  We 
did walk around the ship following our meal and thankfully, 
things did seem to be calming down.  

Of course, at this time, we were oblivious to the damage 
and destruction the typhoon was wielding over Japan.  Over 
the coming days, we were to become aware of the following 
news: 
•	 at least 35 killed and 17 missing after Typhoon Hagibis 

tears through country, flooding rivers and submerging 
cities

•	 in the aftermath of the largest typhoon to hit Japan in 
decades, the nation on Sunday was still assessing the 
scope of the damage caused by the massive storm
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•	 Hagibis, the 19th named storm of the season, tore through Japan’s main 

island of Honshu on Saturday and early Sunday packing winds of up to 
144 kph at landfall, killing 35 and leaving 17 unaccounted for as of Sunday 
afternoon, according to Kyodo News. NHK reported 166 people were injured

•	 cities and towns across the country — including in Nagano, Niigata, Miyagi, 
Fukushima, Ibaraki, Kanagawa and Saitama prefectures — were inundated 
by flood waters after levees failed in the face of record rainfall, forcing many 
people to abandon submerged homes. The damage could worsen in the 
coming days as the water levels may rise along flooded rivers

•	 “I extend my condolences for all those who lost their lives and offer my 
sympathy to those who all those impacted by Typhoon (Hagibis),” Prime 
Minister Shinzo Abe said at a ministerial meeting on the typhoon held at the 
Prime Minister’s Office on Sunday.

Still, the damage and death toll could have been worse. The nation has recently 
shown how quick it is able to react and prepare in the face of such potential 
calamities, with disaster awareness rising more and more among the public in 
recent years.

This was all very sobering to be made aware of and after reading it made us 
realise we probably had been a bit crazy to put ourselves in the potential midst 
of it all.  The ship wasn’t travelling at its full capacity.  And at our first port of call, 
there was much talk and worry of the destruction and lives lost.

Overall, we did like the cruise.  We met a lovely couple from Melbourne whom we 
have since made contact with and plans to visit.  We found each port interesting 
in it’s own right, albeit time restrictive.  We observed the different sights and 
interaction at each destination with notes and discussions on offer.

But what we particularly enjoyed most of all were our 3 days in Kyoto, traveling 
there via Bullet Train from Tokyo to Kyoto was amazingly efficient and fast.  
Passengers automatically picked up their own rubbish and deposited into bins on 
the platforms.

We happened to be there on the declared public holiday for the signing in of the 
new Emperor on Tuesday 22 October.   There was much fanfare and dressing in 
the traditional clothing and custom for men, women and children.

We observed the culture and noticed their politeness.  Everywhere we went was 
very clean.  We saw lots of pushbikes ridden by young and old with one or two 
passengers onboard, it appeared to be a major source of transport.  Refreshingly, 
we saw no sign of road rage between vehicles and pushbikes.

I was particularly impressed with the practice when walking their dogs.  Not only 
were the little bags whipped out as required, but I also noticed owners sprayed 
little bottles of water afterwards for any residue.  That’s one up on us!

So, would we do another cruise?  Probably not in the foreseeable future.  We 
realised we are happier on land, doing lots of walking around and being able 
to go at our own pace.  Perhaps, the change we can make is to spend longer 
periods of time in each place and pack less into our suitcases.  We may not 
see as much, but we can explore more on foot and there would be less times of 
unpacking and repacking our suitcases.  

Update on the Burrawang 
Street Library

Autumn – the loveliest season – has 
arrived and the evenings will hopefully 
be cooler from now on. What an ideal 
opportunity to curl up with a good 
book, DVD or television series. There’s 
plenty to choose from in our Burrawang 
Street Library now owing to the 
generosity of our residents. We really 
appreciate how you value our library!
 

Nevertheless, we would still appreciate 
some donations of recent publications, 
rather than just more old favourites. 
Perhaps you would like to regift one of 
your Christmas DVDs or some birthday 
novels which you no longer need.
Donating is very simple – just place 
your item(s) on the appropriate shelf of 
the cupboard on the left-hand side of 
the porch of the School of Arts. Access 
is via the drive and stairs. If you have 
more than a few items, we would prefer 
that you contact Sally (0418 628 712) 
or Rob (0448 454 407) directly.

Valentine’s Day has come and gone, 
but you may still be lucky to enjoy a 
Blind Date with a book. Several books 
have been placed in the cupboard 
with brief descriptions to assist your 
selection(s).

Happy reading
Rob Bearlin and Sally Boucher
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Keeping It Cool
By Barbara Goode-Fry

It seems like it was just 
yesterday that I was 
writing about Christmas 
things for this column. 
Since then, bushfires have 
taken over lives in a way 
that seems unprecedented 
in the highlands. It’s hard 

to think of anything else and as I write this (on January 4th) 
we are experiencing another day of extraordinary heat and 
catastrophic fire danger. Burnt leaves and ashes rain down 
and the fields around us are scorched by a burning wind. 
Birds are silent. Our sheep lie in a stupour in the shade of 
trees that, ironically, would incinerate us all in the event of 
a fire, but today are providing essential respite. When we 
collect eggs, they are covered in a fine grey ash - the same 
ash that seeps into the house, through cracks and crevices 
and settles on everything. All the oxygen has been sucked 
away to feed the fires.
It seems frivolous to write a cooking column under these 
circumstances, but we still need to eat, and eating well for 
these weather conditions is not something we talk about 

much. It’s not only hard to cook in 
40-degree heat, it’s hard to eat and if 
your body is feeling stressed, appetites 
will be depressed even more. So, 
it’s important to make sure you eat 

appropriately, and well, so that your body can withstand the 
stress. Many of the principles of invalid cookery are useful: 
keep it light, make it appetising, make sure you are getting a 
good range of vitamins and minerals, and keep it simple. 
One-bowl dishes are great and can encompass everything 
from noodles to salads. You can use up lots of little bits 
and pieces in your fridge and pantry and anything you can 
forage from what may be left in your garden. Asian noodles 
that require only to be softened in boiling water from the 
kettle are very versatile and can be done well in advance, 
when the day is still cool. Add fresh herbs, raw vegetables, 
some freshly-grated ginger and a soy-vinegar dressing and 
you have a light, refreshing and nutritious meal ready in 
minutes. You can also make it ahead 
of time and keep it in the fridge until 
needed.
One of my all-time favourite hot-night 
meals is pasta with fresh tomato 
sauce. Take 750g of fresh tomatoes 
(any kind will do, even cherry toms) and chop them roughly 
into a bowl. Add 3 cloves of finely chopped garlic, 1 cup 

extra-virgin olive oil, 1/2 cup of fresh basil leaves (just tear 
them roughly) and 1/2 cup of fresh rocket or English spinach 
leaves. Give it a good season with salt and pepper, stir it all 
together and set it aside for at least 2 hours. When you are 
ready for dinner, boil the pasta of your choice until ad dente, 
drain and add the hot pasta to the cold sauce. Stir it through 
and serve immediately.
A cold, hydrating salad is an excellent way to top up your 
nutrients and moisture, for lunch or dinner. Blanch 500g 
bean sprouts for 1 minute, drain and rinse under cold water. 
For the dressing, combine 2 tablespoons of light soy sauce, 
1 teaspoon of sugar, 1/2 a teaspoon of sesame oil and 1 
tablespoon of peanut oil. Mix together with the sprouts and 
1/2 cup of finely sliced spring onions and refrigerate until 
needed. You could add any combination of raw or cooked 
vegetables to this, and any cold leftover cooked meats, 
sliced finely.
On a sweeter note, don’t underestimate the power of a 
seasonal fruit-salad to pick you up when you’re feeling flat. 
There is so much to choose from at the moment: sweet 
rockmelon, cold lychees, juicy mangoes and ripe cherries, 
as well as stone fruit, apples, oranges, berries and kiwis. 
A container of fruit salad in the fridge seems to melt away 
when bowls of fruit on the counter go untouched and 
it’s great to be able to dip into it as needed. Be bold and 
creative; something as simple as a 2-fruit combination can 
be a revelation. Try lychee and white peach, or slices of 
mango veiled in passionfruit. If you 
crave something sweeter, it’s hard to 
beat the old-fashioned combination of 
fresh fruit and vanilla ice-cream - an 
instant cooler and a summer holiday in 
every mouthful. And sometimes a cold, 
crisp, sweet watermelon, shared outside where you can 
have a seed-spitting competition, is just the thing when the 
sting has finally gone out of the day.
As I’ve been writing this column, I’ve come to realise that 
food has the power to heal us and buoy us when we need 
it most. “Cooking” in the sense of standing at a hot stove 
may not be appealing at the moment, but preparing and 
sharing food with those with love can bring solace and 
strength. It nourishes us spiritually, as well as physically 
and strengthens our bonds with one another. Through these 
stressful times, I encourage you all to take time to nourish 
yourselves and one another. Stay safe everyone.
For anyone who would like more detailed recipes/
instructions for anything mentioned above, please feel free 
to email me at wildecookingtips@gmail.com. 
I’m always happy to hear from readers and respond to any 
questions you may have.
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Highlands Garden Society Bowral
Announces Autumn-Winter Events

The Highlands Garden Society Bowral, established 44 
years ago, has announced its program for the autumn. 
The mission of the society is to create friendship through 
gardens and gardening, as well as conservation and 
protection of natural resources and wildlife. It is also 
involved in various community projects associated with 
horticulture. Its focus this autumn is helping members 
restore vitality to their drought-affected gardens.

The Society meets at 7.00pm on the third Friday of each 
month at the Uniting Church Hall on the corner of Boolwey 
and Bendooley Street in Bowral, followed, subject to 
season, by a Society visit to one of the great private 
Highlands Gardens the following day at 10.00am.

The program for March to May is:
•	 20th March: Lachlan James, Essentially Natural - 

Natural & Environmentally Friendly Garden Products. 
•	 17th April: Margi Stevens, English Gardens of the UK
•	 15th May: David Stimson, RFS, Being Fire Ready - 

Some hints to help you plan property fire safety

The Society welcomes new members. Annual membership 
is just $40.00 for individuals or $70.00 for a household. It’s a 
great way to expand your network of like-minded individuals 
in pursuit of gardening secrets, and guaranteed to help 
make new friends, especially if you are newly arrived in the 
area.

The Highland Garden Society’s Friendship Garden on 
March 21st is Burrawang HGS member, Margaret Perrin. 
But access is limited to members only, so apply through the 
Society.

Highlands Garden Society will hold its Winter Seminar 
in June, with three nationally renowned speakers. The 
theme this year is on bees and propagation, empowering 
Highlands’ residents to plant bee-friendly gardens and 
understand how fertilisation of flowers is best achieved, 
while re-populating insect numbers. The meeting is at the 
end of June in Bowral on a Saturday, date to be announced 
shortly. It’s a wonderful all-day event, held every two years, 
with lunch included in the ticket prices, including special 
dietary options by advance request. Non-members are most 
welcome and can purchase tickets for this biennial event.

For information on all these events, check out the society’s 
website at highlandsgardensociety.org.au, or their Facebook 
page. 
John Swainston

Bowral Art Gallery
Exhibiting at the at the Bowral Art Gallery

•	 Bowral Sculpture Prize 29 Feb - 8 March
•	 Impressions by Marika Schmidhofer 12 - 17 March 

Opening 13 March 6pm
•	 Wearable Treasures by Savanna Storm 19 - 31 March 

Opening 20 March 6:30
•	 Back in the Twenties by Jonny Vaupel & Philip Walker 

4 April - 6 April Opening 3 April 6:30
•	 Because We Can! by Margie Beaumont, Eril Becher, 

Libby Hobbs, Felicity Motteram & Mandy Walker 17 - 20 
April Opening 17 April 5pm or Meet the Artists 18 April 
5pm

•	 Ken Raffe & Dixie Exhibition by Ken Raffe & Christine 
Dixon 25 April - 5 May Opening 25 April 2pm

•	 Wingecarribee Drawing Prize 9 - 24 May Opening 8 
May 6:30

  Workshops:
•	 Abstraction, Colour & Acrylic Paint - Take a Line for 

a Walk with Peter Griffen 7 & 8 March
•	 Sculpture Felting 3D Vessels with Denise Lithgow 7 & 

8 March
•	 Drawing Workshop with Noel Thurgate 14 & 15 March
•	 Watercolour Workshop with Malcolm Carver 16 & 17 

May

Bowral Art Gallery
1 Short St Bowral NSW

 (02) 4861 4093
https://www.bdasgallery.com
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I don’t believe in God, but I miss Him.
Julian Barnes, Nothing to be Frightened of

It has been an anxious and distressing summer - the terrible impact of the 
bushfires and, for my family, the death of two aged but much-loved dogs within a 
fortnight of each other. These calamities or losses are not commensurate; but the 
private bleeds into the public. 

In that melancholy mood, I have sought out something thoughtful and reflective.

Julian Barnes is most prominent as a novelist; but Nothing to be Frightened of is 
non-fiction - part family memoir and partly a meditation on death. 

It is a sort of commonplace book, gathering together his memories, ideas from 
his extensive reading and his own efforts, as an agnostic, to think about life 
and death outside a religious framework. He shares his musings with his older 
brother, a Professor of Philosophy at Oxford and the Sorbonne, who, despite 
his professional interest, is cheerfully indifferent to the fact of death, whereas 
Barnes himself is preoccupied by the search for meaning. There is considerable 
humour in his brother’s casual demolition of Barnes’s hopeful suppositions and 
arguments.

Barnes is also interested in how memory, often unreliable, shapes our notion 
of self. He notes how he and his brother have quite different recollections of 
shared experiences. In his short Booker Prize winning novel - The Sense of an 
Ending, published a few years later, Barnes develops this theme imaginatively. 
The protagonist, comfortable, even complacent, in retirement belatedly learns 
the truth about an intense but youthful romance. By the end of the novel, his 
circumstances are unchanged; but his understanding of his own past, and hence 
of the world, has been shattered. 

In some ways Nothing to be Frightened of is both a companion piece and 
counterpoint to Joan Didion’s The Year of Magical Thinking. Didion describes 
her own grief after the sudden death of her husband - it is visceral and raw, the 

writing at times breathless and brilliant; 
but it is also exhausting. By contrast, 
Barnes is cool, elegant and detached.

Barnes is a Francophile and draws 
ideas from many French writers, 
including Montaigne and Jules 
Reynard, a nineteenth century poet 
who was also mayor of his small village 
in the Bourgogne region.

In passing I was struck by this quote 
from Reynard: “As a mayor, I am 
responsible for the upkeep of rural 
roads. As a poet, I would prefer to see 
them neglected.”

I know; it’s a possible, if unlikely, 
explanation.

And, yes, Nothing to be Frightened 
of did provide, for me at least, some 
consolation. Barnes quotes a remark 
of Albert Camus, at once offhand and 
profound:

“hadn’t Camus said that the proper 
response to life’s meaninglessness 
was to invent rules for the game, as we 
have done for football?”

Of course, it does beg one question. 
We may not all be playing by the same 
rules.

By the way, Camus was a goalkeeper. 
You may make of that what you will.

(Both Nothing to be Frightened of and 
The Sense of an Ending are held at 
Bowral Library.)
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1. In rhyming slang, if someone said they we going to have 
a “bo-peep”, what they be  doing?
2. Australians hold the world record for which amazing feat? 
A) Fastest Beer bottle opening
B) Largest Christmas Cracker C) Most Sheep Sheared in 
24 hours D) Largest Chicken Dance
3. What is Kylie Minogue’s lingerie line called?
4. Where is the Big Prawn?
5. Approximately how many rabbits are there in Australia 
today? A) 3 million B) 30 million
C) 300 million D) 3,000 million.

6. What was the name of Olivia Newton-John’s chain of 
clothing stores?
7. What outback town’s population swells from 120 to 
crowds of over 5000 for a racing carnival?
8. Which of the following is not an Australian innovation? A) 
Chiko Roll B) Lawn Sprinkler C)
Plastic bank notes D) Dual flush toilet E) Wine Cask?
9. What creature does Jana Pittman have tattooed on her 
body?
10. The Idiot Fruit and Darling Peas are poisonous, True or 
False?

Congratulations to Jess Stuart – 
Masters of Teaching

We would like to congratulate this 
young Burrawang Village resident, 
Jess Stuart, on completing her 
Masters of Teaching (Distinctions) 
majoring in English /History from the 
University of Wollongong - Moss Vale 
Campus.
Jess now 24yrs, has lived all of her 
life in the village, attending Burrawang 
Primary School and secondary school 
at SHCS at Bowral, before going onto 
study for the next 5 years at UOW to 
become a English/History secondary teacher.
Jess is well known in the village and anyone who has come 
across this young lady is aware of her pleasant and positive 
attitude to life. She has worked hard and while undertaking 
her full-time studies worked at the Robertson Pieshop. 
Jess has secured a teaching role at Picton High School and 
will continue to reside in the Village. 
Thank you to all the local residents of Burrawang who 
supported Jess along her journey and we can now 
celebrate in Jess’s success. We wish Jess the best in 
her new teaching career, along with the other eight local 
2019 teaching graduates. Thank you to the Moss Vale 
UOW campus faculty for their educational endeavours and 
assistance.
Jess’s family and friends are very proud of Jess’s efforts

Burrawang School of Arts
presents

“JUST FOR A 
THRILL”

A Jazz Cabaret 
Celebrating 

Female 
Songwriters

Featuring

SANDIE WHITE & BRIGITTE BADEN-RENNIE

Sandie White is a veteran jazz singer in Australia and 
has had a career spanning 6 decades. she is one of 

Sydney’s top jazz singers who’s worked around the globe 
with enough top names to fill a “Who’s Who In Jazz” 

compendium.

“Forget about seeing 14 shows this Fringe; One night 
with Brigitte Baden-Rennie will give you all the drama you 

crave. Every song . . is given its full dramatic weight by this 
alluring performer. . . she has the life experience to back all 
her song choices and a voice with the character of single 
malt, smooth, smokey and a touch of fire behind it . . . she 

gives it all and then some more.
Ewart Shaw (Advertiser)

Saturday 4 April - 5 to 7.30pm (BYO drinks & nibbles)

Bookings:  www.burrawangvillage.com/whats-on

Enquiries: Annie Jones 0418 272 500
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Burrawang School of Arts
Film Nights

TRIVIA ANSWERS
1. Having a sleep
2. B - Largest Christmas Cracker
3. Love Kylie

4. Ballina
5. C - 300 million
6. Koala Blue
7. Birdsville

8. B - Lawn sprinkler
9. Bee
10. True

Development Approvals for 
Burrawang Wildes Meadow

In the interest of keeping our 
residents informed of developments 
in the area you can access a list of 

DA’s from the NSW Government DA 
tracker site.

https://datracker.wsc.nsw.gov.au

Residents are reminded there are 
time limits for submitting an objection 

of 15 days

Friday 29 May 2020  7.30pmFriday 27 March 2020  7.30pm Friday 24 April 2020  7.30pm

An Exciting New Arts Collective 
Needs Your Help…

If you have an interest in the arts; would like to learn more about the arts; or 
keen to know more of our talented Southern Highlands artists – then maybe you 

can help us?
The SHAC (Southern Highlands Artisans Collective) is a new arts collective in 

Robertson.  
We are open to the general public 4 days a week, 

Friday to Monday - 10am - 4pm.  
The Gallery is run by a Not-For-Profit association and needs some extra help.  
We need people who can give us just 3 hours once a week, or once a fortnight 
or even just 3 hours once a month, to man the Gallery space.  Get to meet a 

new group of talented people, and help us open up to the General public on one 
of these days. 

No experience necessary.
If you’d like to learn more, please email Julie York, Gallery Manager:  enquiries@

theshac.com.au
or phone Julie - 0447 485 556 to find out more.
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What’s On CALENDAR
March  2020

April 2020

May 2020

Friday 13 
Saturday 14

Robertson Show Visit www.robertsonshow.org.au
 for further information

Friday 27 7.30pm Film Night  - The Thomas Crown Affair”
Burrawang SOA, Hoddle Street

Michael Kelly  
4886 4323

Saturday 4 5.00pm 
7.30pm

“JUST FOR A THRILL”A Jazz Cabaret 
Sandie White & Brigitte Baden-Rennie
Burrawang School of Arts
(BYO drinks & nibbles

Bookings:  
www.burrawangvillage.com/
whats-on
Annie Jones 0418 272 500

Saturday 11 8.00 – 4.00pm Burrawang Easter Markets is being 
Additional volunteers are welcome 

Jeremy Perrott
jeremygperrott@gmail.com
Chris McCann
cmac29@icloud.com

Friday 24 7.30pm Film Night – “ La Grande Illusion”
Burrawang SOA, Hoddle Street

Michael Kelly  
4886 4323

Saturday 25 11am ANZAC Day Service 2020 
Burrawang School of Arts

Peter Cox 0423 450 338

Friday 1 From 4pm THANK A FIREY! Community Party
Burrawang Village Hotel

Saturday 30 9am - Noon Burrawang’s 25th 
Australia’s Biggest Morning Tea
Everyone welcome
Burrawang School of Arts

Friday 29 7.30pm Film Night – “House Of Games”
Burrawang SOA, Hoddle Street

Michael Kelly  
4886 4323

Tuesday
(Weekly)

9.15am  & 
6.00pm

Yoga Class 
Burrawang School of Arts

Roxanne Hayes 
0400 063 097

Wednesday 7.30pm Burrawang Rural Fire Brigade – Training at 
the fire shed, Hoddle St. All welcome.

Phillipa Drewett 
0419 426 874 

4th Wed Monthly 9.30am Burrawang Bushcare Cath Ward  0405 151 651
Friday 1.30pm Stitch and Bitch yarning circle 

Burrawang General Store Cafe
Cath Ward 
0405 151 651

3rd Sunday @ 
month

4.30pm St David's Burrawang (Anglican) Rev Graham Thomas
4885 1210

1st, 3rd, 5th Sunday - 8.00am
2nd, 4th Sunday - 5.00pm

St Peter’s Burrawang (Catholic) 4868 1931

Regular Events


