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CONTINUING  A 135  YEAR  TRADITION  

New Arrivals In The Highlands 
By Annie Geddes 
How lucky are we, living in The Southern Highlands, to have 

such a wide variety of places to buy our produce? Whether 

we obtain our essential ingredients from the supermarket, 

farmerôs markets, specialty shops or our own gardens, there 

always seems to be an abundance of fresh food on offer. 
 

Now, with the opening of a variety of new cafes, restaurants 

and catering options, we can sit back and let someone else 

do the work!! 

So whatôs around Burrawang and its environs? 

Letôs start with Burrawangé 

What a change to the local pub! Peter Dean and his 

partners are doing a pretty good job in enticing the locals to 

eat and drink at our local watering hole. The ambiance in the 

main bar is warm and welcoming on a cold evening. Here is 

a selection of the menu which might tempt youé 

 
Å Salt and Pepper Squid Spiced Aioli 

Å Country Pate, Homemade Pickles, Farmhouse Bread 

Å Sticky Bourbon Chicken Wings 

Å Pub Classics 

Å Maugerôs Gourmet Sausage, Mash and Peas 

Å Crumbed Chicken Schnitzel, Fries & Salad 

Å Burrawang Burger, Beef Pattie, Pickles, Swiss Cheese, 

Lettuce Chefôs Relish with Fries 

 

Å Steak Sandwich, Scotch Fillet, Caramelised Onion 

Swiss Cheese Chipotle Mayo 

Å Young Henrys Battered Fish Chips and Homemade 

Tartare 

 
There is a special on each night of the week ï eg: $1.00 

Oysters on Friday nights. Mmmmm ï delicious! 

 
Taking a drive to Moss Vale from Tuesday to Saturday, a 

fabulous place to stop and have a coffee and a bite to eat is 

the new Highlands Merchant Caf® next to Susie Andersonôs 

in the main street. 

 
Highlands Merchant serves delicious coffee and lovely tasty 

bowls of goodness. 

 
Lisa and her team use locally sourced produce whenever 

available ï most of their vegetables and fruits come from 

The Farm Club at Werei or Jamie McDonald at Pheasants 

Nest. 

Richardson & Wrench 
Bowral 

Cnr Bong Bong & Merrigang Streets 

Residential, Rural, Commercial, Industrial, Business Agents, Auctioneers 

Sales enquiries: 

Å Michael Maloney: 0414 482 150 

Å Debbie Pearce: 0400 339 449 

Å Philip Dwyer: 0439 467 468 

 
Email: bowral@randw.com.au 

www.randw.com.au/bowral 

facebook.com/randwbowral 

 
 

mailto:bowral@randw.com.au
http://www.randw.com.au/bowral
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There are also lovely homemade goodies for sale too. 

Here are some samples of whatôs on their menué 

Salad Bowls 

Å Classic Mixed Green Salad w/- Zesty Lemon Vinaigrette (GF) 

Å Mixed Tomato Salad w/- Chickpeas, Mozzarella & Gremolata Dressing (GF) 

Å Creamy Potato Salad w/- Roasted Local Potatoes, Herbs, Crunchy Pancetta 

& Aoli 

Å Roasted Vegetables w/- Quinoa, Lentils & Tahini Dressing (GF) 

Å Soba Noodles w/- Crunchy Julienned Vegetables, Mint & Soy Sesame Sauce 

 
Southern Highlands on a Plate is a new catering company available to cater for 

your next dinner party, long lunch or a cocktail event. We source our food locally 

to give you a taste of The Southern Highlands! 

 
Anywhere delicious food is needed ï we will be there!! 

Our difference, is your partyéé 

 
Å hosting, preparing and cooking for private dinner parties for up to 30 guests 

in the comfort of your home 

Å gourmet hampers for different occasions 

Å long grazing tables for lunch/dinner or  recovery brunch 

Å personalised layer cakes 

Å weekend catering packages 

 
The team at Southern Highlands on a Plate, which includes Rowena Shannon, 

Nick Skuse and myself, will prepare and serve so you donôt have to lift a finger!! 
 

One of Rowenaôs Cakes Cheese Platter 

Whatôs In Season? 

Lemons, oranges, cauliflower, berries, broccoli, tomatoes 

 
What To Cook? 

Letôs choose tomatoes and go with an Italian dish ï all the rage at the moment!! 

 
 

Tomato Passata 
Ingredients 

 
Å 2kg vine-ripened tomatoes, halved 

Å 1 garlic bulb, broken into cloves 

(skin on) 

Å 1 rosemary sprig 

Å 2 sprigs each basil, oregano and 

thyme 

Å 1/4 cup (60ml) olive oil 

Å 2 tablespoons balsamic vinegar 

Å 2 teaspoons caster sugar 

 
Method 

Preheat oven to 180°C. Place 

tomatoes on a large baking tray 

with garlic, herbs, oil and balsamic. 

Sprinkle with sugar, season with salt 

and pepper, then toss to coat. Turn 

tomatoes cut-side up, then roast 

for 1 hour or until tomatoes and 

garlic are softened. Cool, then peel 

tomatoes and garlic (the skin will slip 

off easily). Discard herb stalks. Whiz 

in a processor or blender to a coarse 

puree, then adjust seasoning. 

 
Use the passata in a tomato and olive 

penne or spread on top of crusty 

bread for a delicious bruschetta. 

ENJOY!!!!!! 
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Burrawang Wildes Meadow Progress 

Association Update 
 

 

The Progress Association is embarking on a new financial 

year with the election of a new Committee on the 1st of 

July. We are fortunate in having a couple of new faces with, 

no doubt, fresh ideas as well as keeping the stalwarts who 

have contributed so much over the past years. Welcome to 

Annella Wheatley and Michelle Waters. 

 
At the first meeting of the new Committee, we discussed 

the Associationôs priorities for the coming year and 

agreed that it would be useful to see if we can plan a 

few events strategically throughout the year. We believe 

that this initiative will contribute to an increased sense of 

cohesiveness among the people of the Village. 

 
We also took a decision to place an increased focus on 

traffic issues, especially access onto the Illawarra Highway. 

Our past representations on this issue have met with a 

blank refusal on the part of the Roads and Maritime Service 

Department to accelerate the current unfunded plan to 

install a bypass lane at the Church Street intersection and 

a similar refusal to consider installing double lines near 

the intersection. We need to implement a more concerted 

campaign to have something done and would welcome the 

advice and assistance of anyone who has thoughts about 

how we might pursue this. 

 
About the time you are reading this, you will be seeing 

some tangible evidence of improvements in the Village. 

The upgrade of the playground next to the school should 

be nearing completion and work on the reconstruction of 

Church Street, scheduled to commence in September, 

should be underway. Although both are relatively modest 

projects, I believe that they will add significantly to the 

amenity of Village. 

 
We have continued with our six-monthly meetings with the 

Senior Management of the Council and find them to be 

useful and productive. Issues for our last meeting included 

the deterioration of the road surface at the western (gravel) 

end of Hoddle street and Councilôs refusal to clear fallen 

trees brought down in last yearôs storms from the roadside. 

We have only made small progress but have succeeded 

in getting the maintenance grading of Hoddle Street 

brought forward to September and agreement to address 

 

Hello All, 

Welcome to the September edition of The Burrawang 

Herald. 

 
If you are like me, you will be pleased to see the back 

of winter, it is with a sigh of relief that I contemplate the 

mercury rising in the thermometer. As we emerge from 

our winter hibernation we can get busy again with all the 

interesting and varied activities that will be on offer over 

the spring months. See ñWhatôs Onò on the back page. 

Paul Shanahan, President of the Progress Association 

has been busy on the communityôs behalf so make sure 

you get up to speed and read his article. There is always 

something going on that needs a good advocate to get 

some action. 

 
Also, you will enjoy articles from our usual contributors ï 

The Book Review, Russellôs Ramblings, The Library, The 

School of Arts, The P&C and the Primary School all have 

something to share. 

 
Annie Geddes has given us a quick round up of a couple 

of new eateries and of course she always comes up with 

a tantalising recipe. 

 
There are a couple of special events to make a note of 

ï the Melbourne Cup Lunch for one. I attended this last 

year and I can say that I had a wonderful time and all the 

funds raised will go to a really worthy humanitarian cause. 

Come along and meet the truly inspiring Susan Saleeba 

and hear her amazing story. 

 
I hope that you enjoy this issue of The Herald ï there is 

something for everyone. 

 
Thank you to everyone who has contributed to The 

Herald, and those who have helped behind the scenes 

with the layout, printing and distribution. Without you, we 

could not continue. 

 
Please drop me a line as I am keen to hear your feedback 

and suggestions for future editions. 

burrawangherald@gmail.com 

 
PO Box 3029, Robertson NSW 2577 

Happy reading, 

Elizabeth Varley  

Editor 

mailto:burrawangherald@gmail.com
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fallen trees where they impeded road 

drainage or constitute other hazards. 
 

In response to the issues of pedestrian 

safety, we found the Council quite 

receptive and undertook to have a 

Council officer arrange a visit to the 

school to raise awareness among 

the students. This will also have 

a multiplier effect as the kids will 

hopefully take these messages home 

and share good practices with other 

family members. 

 
The plans to replace trees on Hoddle 

Street disfigured by lopping to protect 

the power lines remains delayed until 

Council has a tree management officer 

in place. There has been difficulty in 

maintaining stability of occupancy in 

this position but we are assured that 

these items will be attended to. 

 
We are always open to suggestions 

as to what you would be interested in 

seeing done. 

 
Warm Regards 

Paul Shanahan 

President, BWM Progress Association 

BWMprogressassociation@gmail.com 

--------------------------------------------------- 

 
 
 
 
 

Burrawang & Wildes Meadow Progress Association 

Your membership has expired ï Join or Renew Your 
Membership Now! 

 
Keep your membership current to receive regular updates as to what is 

happening in your community such as: 

Å council initiatives and plans 

Å issues affecting roads and traffic 

Å problems that need fixing in your area 

Å the protection and preservation of the character, amenity and streetscape 

of Burrawang & Wildes Meadow 

Å advocating on your behalf and representing our community 

 
Stay connected to your community and renew your membership or join today. 

 
Name(s):    

Address:   

Telephone: Mobile:      

Email:     

PAYMENT OPTIONS: 

$20 per household 

 
Electronic Funds Transfer: 

Burrawang Wildes Meadow Progress Association 

BSB: 062 511   Account: 1010 0930 

Reference: Your Surname 

 
Cheque/Cash: 

Payable to 

Burrawang Wildes Meadow Progress Association 

Post: PO Box 3209 Robertson NSW 2577 

 
Email: bwmprogressassociation@gmail.com 

 
 

We welcome your support 

mailto:BWMprogressassociation@gmail.com
mailto:bwmprogressassociation@gmail.com
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A Magical Track to Giving Backé 
Burrawang Melbourne Cup Lunch 

 

I canôt believe itôs now over a year that I was in Kenya 

volunteering at my dear friend Susan Saleebaôs school and 

orphanage, Nakuru Hope, quite an amazing and uplifting 

experience. And that itôs just under a year that the very 

successful Melbourne Cup lunch was held at the Burrawang 

School of Arts, with Susan attending in person to talk about 

this project which she set up entirely by herself from Perth, 

her home town, and is so very close to her heart.  I know 

that all those who attended were blown away by Susanôs 

passion and enthusiasm, and she in turn was absolutely 

amazed by how generous our little community is. 

She is currently back in 

Nakuru planning to erect 

a shed so that 100 of the 

children will be able to have 

their only meal of the day with 

the other 200; currently meals 

have to be done in shifts as 

the dining area is now far too small for the 300 children who 

attend the school. In addition, she hopes to begin building 

the last classroom for Grade 8. 

 
Susan will be back in Australia in October and was thrilled 

when I asked whether, if I organised another Melbourne Cup 

lunch, she could come here again. Obviously, the answer 

was a resounding ñyes!ò.  She will be using the money 

raised from the event to buy school desks and also books 

for Grade 7. 

 
So, itôs on again! This year itôs Tuesday 7 November, same 

time (12.30pm) and place (Burrawang School of Arts). For 

all details see the invitation in The Herald. It will indeed be 

a magical way for this special event to help children living 

in dire poverty to also be winners! Bookings can be made 

online at www.trybooking.com/300348 

And in addition to fabulous 

raffle prizes, I was delighted 

when Jamala Wildlife Lodge 

in Canberra was able to 

offer an accommodation 

package which will be 

auctioned during lunch. 

P.S. If anyone would like to help in any way (finger food, 

raffle prizes, ideas) obviously I would love to hear from you. 

My best contact is either my mobile, 0412 651 782, or email: 

gail.dolphin1@bigpond.com. 

 
 
 

 
Russellôs Ramblings September 2017 

 
I missed the Burrawang Easter Markets this year for the 

first time. From all reports, it seems that everything went 

very well, so perhaps I should stay away more often. 

The reason that I missed out this year was that I needed 

to have a knee replacement operation, and the date that I 

was given was the day before Good Friday. 

Easter weekend proved to be quite dramatic, as the man 

I was sharing the ward with had an adverse reaction after 

his operation and became uncontrollable ï and it lasted 

several days. On Thursday night, they moved me into 

another ward for safety. Then on Sunday I was moved 

further up the corridor to get away from the ongoing noise. 

From there everything was fine. 

I was not allowed to drive my car for six weeks after the 

operation. After I came home I was dependent on others 

to take me wherever I had to go. 

The assistance that I was offered was overwhelming, and 

greatly appreciated, and I thank all those concerned. It 

makes you realise how isolated you are without the use of 

a car. 

On another note, as one who spent many years in cricket 

administration at various levels, I am concerned about the 

ongoing dispute between Cricket Australia and our top 

players. There is big money involved for those at the top, 

but it annoys me that they want even more, while those 

at local level ï where all the top players began ï are still 

struggling to raise enough money to give the juniors a 

game on Saturday mornings. 

There needs to be a more even distribution of the funds 

available to ensure the future of the game. 

The Memorandum of Understanding for those at the top is 

a document of some 700 pages, and is so complex that 

even lawyers donôt understand it. 

More money ï more disputes - less respect. This is not 

good for anybody. 

http://www.trybooking.com/300348
mailto:gail.dolphin1@bigpond.com
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Spring is in the air! 

Spring is almost here, so it is important to think about preparing for the increased risk of summer bush fires. Across the 

state, the NSW Rural Fire Service (RFS) is encouraging everyone in areas of high bush fire risk ï such as Burrawang ï to 

use the weekend of the 16-17th September to start preparing themselves and their properties for the fire season. 

The morning tea is an opportunity for us to welcome new residents to Burrawang and to demonstrate how easy it is for you 

to prepare for the fire season. Contact: Elizabeth Ellis Community Engagement Officer 0411032712 

 

Following are a couple of simple steps you can take to assess your own personal fire readiness. 

 
Discuss with your family 

One of the most distressing images from the recent Portuguese fires is of multiple, burned-out cars that have crashed into 

each other under poor visibility conditions. 63 people died in these fires. When people adopt a wait-and-see approach, they 

can risk leaving it too late to leave. And while many people say that they are going to leave early, they havenôt identified 

what the trigger would be to go. Try answering the following questions: 

Å When will we go? What is the Fire Danger Rating and how close would a fire have to be? 

Å Where will we go? 

Å How will we get there? What if the road is blocked? 

Å What will we take with us? 

Å Who will we call to tell that weôre leaving and that we are safely there? 

Å What is our back-up plan if things go wrong? 

For more tips, the new Guide to making a bush fire survival plan is now available online through the MyFirePlan website, 

as well as www.rfs.nsw.gov.au/plan. 

 
Prepare ï Join the six-week community challenge 

Each week for the six weeks leading up to the start of the fire season, we are challenging Burrawang community members 

to prepare themselves or their properties for the summer fire season. The six-week challenge starts in mid-September. If 

you canôt do everything, try doing one thing each week. Start with a Bush Fire Survival plan and log in to: 

http://www.wsc.nsw.gov.au/services/environment/bushfire-management/bush-fire-six-week-get-ready-challenge 

 

For all Emergencies call 000 

 

 
Burrawang Rural Fire Brigade 

Bring a friend and join us at the 

Burrawang Rural Fire Brigadeõs Legendary MORNING TEA 

10.00 am Saturday 16th September 

Burrawang School of Arts, Hoddle St 

http://www.rfs.nsw.gov.au/plan
http://www.wsc.nsw.gov.au/services/environment/bushfire-management/bush-fire-six-week-get-ready-challenge
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News from 

Burrawang Public School 

 

At the end of last term we were learning about Forces ï 

visible and invisible. In order to show off what we had been 

learning we got in groups and planned some arcade games 

to show the effects of push and pull forces. A few of the 

students want to tell you about their game. 
 

We created a game that involved 

horses. In our game, there was a 

ping pong ball that rolled down a 

ruler and if you got it all the way 

down the ruler you got a prize. 

The prize was a horse drawing 

and a rosette. By Abbey and 

Sequoia 

 
We created ñThe impossibleò. 

The aim of the game is to get 

a ping pong ball through an 

obstacle course and out through 

to a box. There were many boxes 

that the ball had to go through and at the end you had to 

throw the ball at a target and then you got a prize. Our 

prize was a certificate that said, ñYou made It épossibleò. 

By Hamish and Tom. 

 
With our schools Visible Learning Goals this term, we are 

learning about being self-aware and what that looks like. 

Self-aware learners know their personal learning goals, 

know their strengths and skills and know the areas they 

want to improve in. At Burrawang we strive to help create 

students who are conscious of what they say, do and 

think. Being self-aware makes you be a better member of 

your community. 

EARN AND LEARN stickers from Woolworths 

Burrawang School would love it if you could support our 

school by collecting the Earn & Learn stickers when you go 

shopping at Woolworths at Bowral and Mittagong. You can 

give the stickers to the Burrawang students families or bring 

them to the school and put them in our Earn and Learn 

box or alternatively put the stickers in the Burrawang box 

at the 2 Woolworth venues. It goes until 19 September so 

just be sure to bring them in before then. For every $10 

you spend, you will earn 1 sticker. Obviously, the more 

stickers that are collected on behalf of our school, the more 

resources we will be able to buy for our fantastic school. 

 

Arthur Charles Comes to Burrawang Public 
School 

ñAuthor Visit - On 27 July 

Arthur Charles visited 

Burrawang Public School. 

We were joined by Avoca 

and Glenquarry Public 

too. Arthur Charles was 

accompanied by his 

illustrator, Kate Anderson. 

Arthur and Kate have made 

four books about Big Guy and Poucher. Arthur kindly gave 

us his four books to add to our library. We enjoyed their visit 

and learnt lots about becoming and being an author.ò By 

Mikey and Daisy 

Declan said, ñWhen I had a chat with Arthur he said that if 

you get to know an animal really well you can actually get to 

know what they need and feel like you are talking to them.ò 

Beatrix said ñI really enjoyed the way Arthur said that the 

kangaroo spoke so it sounded much more imaginative 

which made it easier to fall in love with the characters.  It 

was a wonderful time.ò 

Hamish said ñThe kids were very polite to the author and I 

think that the books were nice for little kids to read.ò 

Mikey said, ñHe was really interesting and I hope I can read 

his books.ò 

Laura said, ñIt was really interesting talking to the author 

of the books and I loved how it was about an Australian 

animal.ò 
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We are very excited and grateful about 

our successful application for funding 

from Wingecarribee Council, under the 

Community Assistance Scheme. The grant  

of $4,988, will be put towards the cost  

of a new wireless sound system and 

electronic movie screen, in the Middle Hall 

 
Dwight Dowda receiving Grant Certificate from WSC General Manager, Ann Prendergast 

 
 

Burrawang School of Arts 

 
 
 
 
 

Another busy year has ended, and we are now looking forward to planning 

for 2017/18. The AGM was held on Sat 5th August, and the newly elected 

committee is as follows: 

President      Annie Jones V. President     Cath Murray 

Secretary      Anne Smith Treasurer         Jelica Stanic 

Committee 

Rob Bearlin, Trevor Donovan, Dwight Dowda, Lesley Hetherington, Gary 

Johnson, Kathy Lawson, Karen Ortado 

 
We farewelled four members of the previous committee, Cath Ward, John 

Symons, Margie Crawford and Jan Campbell, and thank them all for their 

contributions to the School of Arts, and the community. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Thank you to everyone who has supported the Burrawang School of Arts 

throughout the year, both financially and in other ways. We are always 

looking for help, so if you would like to be involved in any small way, but 

would rather not be on the committee, please donôt be shy, and put up your 

hand. 

 
Future Events 

Å Saturday 9th Sept - Movie/Dinner Night - Bookings now open on 

website 

Å Saturday 28th Oct -  Duelinô Pianos - Bookings late Sept on website 

Å Saturday 18th Nov - Muffat Collective Concert - Bookings Oct on 

website 

 
For The Diary 

Å Community Christmas Party and Carols - Saturday 2nd December. 

Details TBA on website/facebook 

 
Annie Jones 

President 

School of Arts 

Easter Market 
óBurrawang Grantô 

Open for Applications 

As some of you may have read in the 

last Burrawang Herald, the Burrawang 

Easter Market Association has 

established a Burrawang Grant from 

some of the stall holder fees raised 

from this yearôs market. This is now 

open for applications. 

Any individual or organisation can 

apply - it could be anything from the 

junior hockey club needing a goalie kit 

or a local student needing support to 

travel as part of a sporting or cultural 

event for which they have been 

chosen. 

The only stipulation is that applicants 

must be local to Burrawang and 

Wildes Meadow. We are committed to 

dispersing all of the funds set aside, 

ideally to a number of recipients. There 

are no funding rounds but Iôd suggest 

getting an application in as early as 

possible to avoid disappointment. The 

Easter Market committee will then 

assess applications at their regular 

meetings. This is an initiative we hope 

to continue each year in recognition of 

the whole community support of the 

Easter Market. 

For more information visit 

www.burrawangeastermarket.com/ 

burrawang-grant 

Letters to the Editor and 

Article 

Contributions 

The Burrawang Herald is a community 

newspaper and we welcome feedback 

from our readers. Tell us what you 

enjoyed in this edition of the Herald 

and what you might like to see featured 

in future editions. Articles, comments or 

suggestions should be addressed to: 

The Editor 

Burrawangherald@gmail.com 

 

http://www.burrawangeastermarket.com/
mailto:Burrawangherald@gmail.com
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If you would like to keep up with all thatôs new and exciting at Wingecarribee Libraries, subscribe to our new monthly 

eNewsletter, The Wingecarribee Word. Each issue will bring you up to date with library news, coming events and 

programmes, alert you to new library services and resources and offer loads of reading recommendations for all ages and 

interests. 

In the August issue of The Wingecarribee Word: 

Find some great reading suggestions for both adult and younger readers selected from books, eBooks, eAudio and 

eMagazines new to our collection this month. 

Do you have trouble using your computer, tablet or mobile phone? Find out about our new service, Tech Time, which will 

help you overcome those frustrating problems and get the most out of your device. 

Beamafilm , our new film streaming service, continues to be very popular. Discover the 5 most downloaded films for the 

month of July and learn a bit more about the Beamafilm experience. 

For history buffs, read Archival Revival to discover stories about our local area, in this issue we look at Bundanoon Public 

School Punishment Books 1916-1956. 

And for history buffs with a sense of humour, donôt miss author David Hunt discussing his hugely popular and hilarious 

histories of Australia, Girt and True Girt. 

To have the The Wingecarribee Word delivered to your inbox each month go to our website www.library.wsc.nsw.gov.au and 

click The Wingecarribee Word eNewsletter Subscribe Now button. 
 

Mobile Library 

 

The Rural Outreach & Delivery Service (ROADS) mobile 

library service makes scheduled visits to towns and 

villages across the Shire. 

You can borrow from the mobile library, or you can 

request your items online or on Bookmyne,and then 

collect them when ROADS is scheduled to visit your 

stop. Make sure you choose óMobile Libraryô as your pick-

up location. 

 Sep Oct Nov Dec 

Week 1 Thursday     

10:00 - 11:00 Avoca     

11:30 - 12:30 Burrawang 7, 21 5, 19 2,16, 

30 

14 

2:00 - 3:30 Robertson     

 

http://www.library.wsc.nsw.gov.au/
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BOOK REVIEW - BY PJW 
 

More Leamas than Smiley 
 
I am sitting in a shabby cafeteria at Tegel 

Airport in Berlin. I am hot and tired. My 

flight to Munich does not leave for another 

four hours. Perhaps inspired by a visit to 

Checkpoint Charlie I have bought a copy of 

John le Carr®ôs The Pigeon Tunnel. 

 
I look up from my book and contemplate 

my fellow travelers more closely - the 

businessman hunched over his laptop, the 

bored and sullen children, their exhausted 
parents, the young couple with backpacks engrossed in 

each other. I ponder the perverse courtesy of the middle- 

aged American woman who moves away from her own 

group to conduct a loud conversation on her mobile phone 

beside my chair. 

 
The scene is no longer chaotic. It is a mosaic comprised of 

discrete spaces and still moments. I realise that, however 

crudely, I am channeling le Carré. I am trying to assume his 

voice - curious, observant, detached but sympathetic. It is  

a rare writer who can insinuate himself into the crevices of 

oneôs mind and occupy oneôs own imagination. 

 
That is not just good writing, it is a gift. 

 
It is commonplace now to describe le Carré as a great 

writer, a serious writer of moral purpose. Critics, and more 

importantly readers, argue which is his finest work. The 

daring but deeply cynical The Spy Who Came in From the 

Cold may be the best book, fiction or non-fiction, of the Cold 

War. Tinker, Tailor, Soldier, Spy and Smileyôs People are 

elegant puzzles, through which we are drawn by George 

Smiley, that cuckold with his bland manner and deep 

intelligence, the very antithesis of Flemingôs Bond. Some 

believe (wrongly) that A Perfect Spy, inspired by le Carr®ôs 

own childhood, is his masterpiece (it is too long and, at 

times, self-indulgent). I even have a soft spot for his early 

and traditional detective novel A Murder of Quality in which 

Smiley is called upon to solve a murder at his old school. 

 
The Pigeon Tunnel is a sort of memoir, an accumulation 

of encounters and vignettes recollected over his long life. 

Some chapters are only a few pages and range from a brief 

interview with an exhausted and remote Harold Macmillan 

at Downing Street in his last months as Prime Minister to 

sharing an opium pipe with an anonymous 

journalist in a den in Laos. 

 
Reading these anecdotes, one can 

deconstruct his strengths as a writer - the 

formality of his style that contrasts with 

the often louche characters he describes, 

the eye for the small but telling detail, his 

own self-deprecating presence, and his 

fairness. For example, he writes of meeting 

briefly with Margaret Thatcher, whose 

politics he clearly loathes, to seek her 

support for the Palestinians: 

 
ñMrs Thatcher listened more attentively 

than all of them, and with no sign of the impatience of which 
she was frequently accused. Even when I had stumbled to 

the end of my aria, she went on listening before delivering 

herself of her response. 

 
óDonôt give me sob stories,ô she ordered me with sudden 

vehemence, striking the key words for emphasis. ñEvery day 

people appeal to my emotions. You canôt govern that way. It 

simply isnôt fair.ôò 

 
In those two paragraphs, I have gleaned a sharper sense 

of Thatcher than from any vast biography or political tract. 

One may regard her response as cold and uncaring or be 

impressed by the urgency of her honesty, explaining herself 

rather than replying with platitudes as most politicians might 

- that ambivalence too always informs le Carr®ôs view of the 

world. 

 
Reading The Pigeon Tunnel I was reminded of another 

remarkable quality of his style - pace! Unlike most thriller 

writers who strive for momentum, he slows his writing down, 

describing the action like someone experiencing a car crash 

or a fall in slow motion, diverted by a trivial detail or an 

odd impression, such as a colour or a sound. The reader 

becomes immersed in le Carr®ôs world and his perceptions. 

 
Our journey may not have been along the Mekong River in 

the last days of the Vietnam War or through Beirut in the 

1980s; but he proved an agreeable companion with whom 

to travel from Berlin to Burrawang. 
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The Muffat Collective - Comes to Burrawang 

An Exciting Classical Music Concert Not to Be Missed! 

Saturday 18 November 2017 
 
 

Featuring four elite graduates from The Royal Conservatoire of The Hague, 

The Netherlands, The Muffat Collective are a unique group of period instrument 

specialists, bound by their use of rare baroque instruments and dedication to the 

historically informed practises of 17th and 18th century chamber music. 

 
Having returned from The Netherlands, they make Australia their home once 

more, bringing with them the leading practises and expertise from the most 

dynamic orchestras and ensemble of central Europe. 

 
The Collective provide a genuine and moving experience in concerts by sharing 

with you incredibly rare and often newly discovered works by forgotten masters; 

music that is full of vitality, energy and emotions that speak to us now, as much 

as they did in the past. 

 
The Collective concert will bring together lovers of music and also those who are 

new to this style of music because they believe that there is something in this 

music for everyone; it has the power to entertain and refresh the spirit! 
 

 

5.00 -7.00 pm (with interval) 

Saturday 18 November 2017 

Burrawang School of Arts 

$45 per ticket - $15 children under 16 

Bookings On Website Early October. 

No drinks/food to be consumed during 

performance ï (BYO refreshments for interval) 

Burrawang Bushcare 
Group 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Burrawang Bushcare Group is 

celebrating its 5th year of looking after 

the boardwalk area on George Street. 

If you havenôt yet discovered this area, 

it is a short track that links George 

and Harman Streets, and includes 

a boardwalk to carry you across the 

marsh and a path up the hill to Harman 

Street. 

 
In five years many non-native weeds 

have been removed and replaced 

with native plants indigenous to the 

area, steps up the hill have been put 

in to make the walk a bit easier, and 

drainage improved. The group meets 

on the 4th Wednesday morning of 

every month and the work continues 

to improve the area. Currently as 

more trees and shrubs are getting 

established, the kangaroo apples are 

being pushed back, and we have also 

started to tackle the area of blackberry 

and willow on the George Street side. 

 
The waratahs we planted at the start 

of the project are going to flower for 

the first time this coming spring, and a 

bower bird has made his bower in the 

bush. If you would like to join in this 

community project, please call 

 
Cath Ward on 0405 151 651 for more 

information 
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St Davidôs Burrawang 
 

 

 

 

 
 
How do you go with forgiving someone who has hurt you, 

taken something from you or perhaps maybe a stranger who 

has changed your life because of his or her stupidity, poor 

choice or just plain evil? 

I read recently the amazing story of Anita and Ronnie Smith 

who moved to Libya because, in Anitaôs words, ñWe saw the 

suffering of the Libyan people, but we also saw your hope, 

and we wanted to partner with you to build a better future,ò 

Anita said. Her husband, Ronnie was a chemistry teacher in 

a Benghazi school. 

On December 5, 2013 Ronnie was out on a morning jog 

and shot and killed by an unknown gunman. In a letter 

addressed to her husbandôs killer, Anita wrote, ñ ñI love you 

and forgive you. How could I not? For Jesus taught us to 

ólove our enemiesô ð not to kill them or seek revenge.ò 

I must admit I read that story and feel a little ashamed of 
my slowness to forgive at times. However, when we read the 

account of Jesus and his sacrificial death on a Roman cross 

some 2000 years ago, we also read of incredible 

forgiveness, forgiveness that, like Anita Smith, can inspire us 

to forgive. Romans 5:8-9 says, ñbut God demonstrates his 

own love for us in this: While we were still sinners, Christ 

died for us.ò 

At this monthôs St Davidôs service, weôll start a series of bible 

talks on the little book of Philemon in the New Testament, 

which centres on the challenge of forgiving someone who 

has hurt you. Tough stuff, but good stuff. 

Weôd love to see you at St Davidôs. We meet on the third 

Sunday each month at 4.30pm or come along to any of our 

services at Robertson Anglican. 

Rev Graham Thomas 

Robertson / Burrawang Anglican Church 

robertsonanglican.org.au 

4885 1210 


