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 CONTINUING A 134 YEAR TRADITION

Ensuring Burrawang’s Future
New Heritage Listings Announced

Recently the Wingecarribee Shire Council announced seven 
new heritage listings in Burrawang to add to the existing 
listings of the Burrawang Conservation Area

Existing heritage listings include:
•	 Burrawang General Store
•	 Burrawang Hotel
•	 Mauger’s Butcher Shop
•	 Old School House

The new listings include:
•	 Walnut Cottage – 66 Hoddle St
•	 Burrawang School of Arts – Hoddle St
•	 Former E.S. and A.  Bank – 17 Hoddle St
•	 Range Villa – 16 Crown St
•	 Fmr Presbyterian Church – 36 Church St
•	 The Old Parsonage – 20 Church St
•	 General Cemetery – Church St

I met with Anne Mackay, Strategic Planner – Heritage 
with the Wingecarribee Shire Council and discussed the 
importance of the Council’s Heritage portfolio and its 
planned heritage listings for the Burrawang community. 

A recent national survey showed that 92% of Australians 
value heritage as a core part of our national identity. I 

needed to understand what constitutes a building or place 
that could be potentially heritage listed. Anne explained that 
a heritage listing is something which has been assessed as 
having		local	significance	using	the	heritage	assessment	
criteria in the NSW Heritage Manual.  Every potential 
heritage item must be assessed against these criteria and 
be carefully considered. 

The heritage listing process which the Council undertakes is 
extensive and exhaustive before a building is listed. There 
are several levels of investigation and scrutiny. The Council 

Burrawang general store in 1860s. Photo courtesy of BDH&FS
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undertook a heritage scoping exercise some years ago to identify potential buildings and places, this then moved onto a 
planning process over-sighted by Council Planners. Within the Council there is also a Heritage Committee comprising of 
Councillors, community representatives and heritage specialists, such as National Trust and Berrima Historical Society. 
This committee acts as a sounding board for both the Council and the community, giving a broad and balanced perspective 
to the planning process. 

Once	the	heritage	significance	of	an	item	is	established,	Council	must	undertake	the	statutory	process	(including	public	
exhibition	and	consultation)	of	amending	its	Local	Environmental	Plan	(LEP)	in	order	to	add	the	item	to	the	heritage	
schedule.  

There are currently more than 330 heritage items within the Wingecarribee Shire and these are listed within Schedule 5 of 
the WLEP 2010. These items are also shown on the Heritage Maps associated with WLEP 2010.

Heritage Assessment Criteria

Criterion	(a):	Historical An	item	is	important	in	the	course,	or	pattern,	of	NSW’s	cultural	or	natural	history	(or	
the cultural or natural history of the local area)

Criterion	(b):	Associational An item has a strong or special association with the life or works of a person, or 
group	of	persons,	of	importance	in	NSW’s	cultural	or	natural	history	(or	the	cultural	or	
natural history of the local area)

Criterion	(c):	Aesthetic An item is important in demonstrating aesthetic characteristics and/or a high degree 
of	creative	or	technical	achievement	in	NSW	(or	the	local	area)

Criterion	(d):	Social An item has strong or special association with a particular community or cultural 
group	in	NSW	(or	the	local	area)	for	social,	cultural	or	spiritual	reasons

Criterion	(e):	Research An item has the potential to yield information that will contribute to an understanding 
of	NSW’s	cultural	or	natural	history	(or	the	cultural	or	natural	history	of	the	local	area)

Criterion	(f):		Rarity An item possesses uncommon, rare or endangered aspects of NSW’s cultural or 
natural	history	(or	the	cultural	or	natural	history	of	the	local	area)

Criterion	(g):	Representativeness An item is important in demonstrating the principal characteristics of a class of NSW’s 
(or	the	local	area’s)	cultural	or	natural	places	or	environments

When a building is deemed as “of interest” the Council engages in a dialog with the owner and if agreeable to the owner or 
custodian	heritage	listing	progresses	to	its	final	stage.

What does this mean for our community? 

Anne pointed out, that heritage listings recognise the historic charm of our village and are a protection for the future by 
ensuring the integrity and character of the buildings are kept for forthcoming generations.  

This does not mean our village is “mothballed “in the past, but maintaining and building on our village’s heritage has a 
direct correlation to adding economic value to the community by:
•	 injecting new money into the economy, boosting businesses and tax revenues 
•	 creating new jobs, businesses, events and attractions, thus helping diversify the local economy 
•	 supporting small businesses and enables them to expand 
•	 promoting the active preservation and protection of important local resources 
•	 building vital relationships among and within local communities
•	 encouraging the development and maintenance of new/existing community amenities.

Studies have consistently shown that cultural heritage travellers stay longer and spend more money than other kinds of 
travellers. Good cultural heritage tourism improves the quality of life for residents as well as serving visitors.



3

September 2016Burrawang Herald News
Not	only	does	the	community	derive	benefits	from	heritage	listing,	but	the	individual	owner	does	as	well.	Heritage	listing	
should not be seen as a burden as there is funding available in dollar-for-dollar grants from $500 to $5,000. All owners and 
custodians of heritage items are can apply for grants and funding.

Also, the custodians of these heritage buildings have access to a vast array of resources and skilled professionals, at both 
the local and state levels, to assist with maintaining, improving and renovating current heritage listed buildings.

I	have	selected	few	of	our	newly	heritage	listed	properties	and	investigated	their	significance.

Walnut Cottage – Hoddle Street
This small weatherboard cottage was built around 1870. It is a good example 
of an early small scale cottage.  This cottage is typical of the early cottage 
vernacular – a hipped corrugated iron roof with a skillion veranda. This style of 
building may have been divided into a few rooms with a lean- to kitchen separate 
from the cottage.

Formerly ES&A Bank – Hoddle St
Built	between	1818	–	87	by	the	architect	GA	Mansfield	(who	also	designed	the	
Old School House). Built in the gothic revival style, the front entrance to the bank 
opened	onto	the	street	and	the	residence	was	located	at	the	rear.		It	is	significant	
as it is one of the few brick or stone buildings in Burrawang’s boom period – 1870 
to 1900. This expensive construction shows the importance that the building 
represents to the community.
Range Villa – Crown St
This is constructed using local timber including sassafras internally in the ceilings, 
cedar in the joinery and hardwoods in the frame. The original land grant was 
257 acres to John Staggs in 1856. It is supposed that the building was erected 
in 1870. There is hearth stone inside with the date 1854, this suggests that the 
building was erected on the site of an earlier building.

School of Arts – Hoddle St
The Burrawang School of Arts consists of three buildings:
•	 The	original	1883	Oddfellows	Hall,	now	known	as	the	Middle	Hall	(brick	

building at centre) was built in 1883 by the Oddfellows Lodge.
•	 The 1906 Library, known variously as the Doctor’s Rooms, Store Room or 

Gallery,
•	 The 1915 Dance Hall, now known as the Main Hall.

So – what is our obligation in all this?  As a community, we share the responsibility to identify and respect what is important, 
and pass on these places to future generations so they will understand what came before them. Not only the tangible 
buildings, but the intangible as well, reliving and recounting the stories and history that surround these special places. 
 Want to know more about Heritage?
Wingecarribee Council’s Strategic Planner - Heritage 
Telephone:	(02)	4868-0888	

Email: anne.mackay@wsc.nsw.gov.au
http://www.wsc.nsw.gov.au/development/heritage
http://www.planning.nsw.gov.au/
http://www.environment.nsw.gov.au/topics/heritage
http://www.history.org.au/
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Hello All,
Welcome to the September edition of 
The Burrawang Herald. 

I have been keenly anticipating the 
beginning of spring after the wet and 
windy winter. This season heralds the 
onset of warmer weather and in our 
community we need to be mindful that 
this also brings with it, its own peril – 
bushfires.	With	that	in	mind,	I	spent	
some time chatting with our Rural 
Fire Brigade Captain - Steve Horton. 
I discovered a band of dedicated 
community spirited individuals who 
look after us in many ways. I am sure 
that you will be amazed at the scope 
of their endeavours as well when you 
read the article.

I was interested in the announcement 
of new heritage listings for some of 
the	village’s	significant	buildings.	This	
can only mean good things for the 
future of our village and the future 
generations who will live here. We will 
leave a legacy that they can build on 
and prosper. In discussion with Anne 
Mackay - Wingecarribee Council’s 
Strategic Planner – Heritage she 
shed light on the Heritage listing 
process and the importance of this. 
My article features our new Heritage 
listings.

I hope that you enjoy this issue of 
The Herald – there is something for 
everyone. 

Please drop me a line as I am keen to 
hear your feedback and suggestions 
for future editions. 
burrawangherald@gmail.com

PO Box 3029, Robertson NSW 2577
Happy reading,
Elizabeth Varley
The Editor

Burrawang Wildes Meadow Progress Association 
Update

The Progress Association’s AGM was held on July 30th and was well attended. 
The current committee was re-elected with the exception of Lisa Mauger, who 
stood down due to other commitments, and was replaced by Erica Leeming, who 
owns and runs the Burrawang General Store Cafe. Thanks to Lisa and welcome 
Erica.

As a reminder the committee is: Alex Campbell - President; Paul Shanahan 
- Vice-President; Rebecca Duffy -Treasurer; Elizabeth Johnson - Secretary; 
Elizabeth Crundall; Jon Hill; John Lewis; Grant Sherborne; Elizabeth Varley.

Alex Campbell reported on the Association’s activities over the previous year. 
He opened by saying that the Association existed to look after the interests of 
all residents and everybody was encouraged to raise concerns either with a 
committee member or via email . When the current committee had taken over in 
2015 it had surveyed all residents and held a public meeting. Its activities since 
then had been based on the outcomes.

Top concerns in 2015 were: 
•	 the turning from Church St.to the Highway; 
•	 tree lopping; 
•	 verges/pathways to the churches and the Oval; 
•	 the playground in the village. 

The vision for the community was to protect its rural nature and to encourage a 
vibrant balance of age groups and commercial activities.

Progress has been made on all issues helped by setting up six monthly meetings 
with	the	Council	GM	and	senior	officers.	The	Progress	Association	has	an	
excellent relationship with the Council, and apart from the regular meetings, has 
met	with	various	Council	officers	and	the	outgoing	mayor	on	an	ad	hoc	basis.

The Council has agreed to refer concerns about the intersection of Church St and 
the	Illawarra	Highway	to	the	RTA	traffic	committee,	with	a	recommendation	that,	
at least, double no-overtaking lines are to be extended across the turnoff.

As a result of discussions with the Association a centre line has been marked on 
Pearsons Lane at Belmore Falls Road. Discussions are ongoing about placing 
signs warning of agricultural machinery to slow motorists on other local lanes.

The potholes by the Burrawang cemetery in Church St. have been repaired 
following complaints by the BWMPA. Council have advised that at some point, 
when funds are available, the road will need completely resurfacing.
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We continue to pressure the Council about the surface of Hoddle Street which 
melts in hot weather. They assure us that they are in ongoing negotiations with 
the	contractor	to	get	this	fixed	once	and	for	all.

The consequence of supplying power via overhead lines is massive damage to 
the environment from tree lopping, and frequent power outages with disruption to 
communities. The costs of lopping, replacing downed lines and to the emergency 
services	must	be	very	significant.	The	Association	has	corresponded	with	
Endeavour Energy, and with our MP - Pru Goward, who referred our complaints 
to Anthony Roberts MP, Energy Minister. His reply was no more helpful than the 
energy company’s. Ultimately power supply is a political issue, but apparently 
the politicians are no more interested in listening to the people than unelected 
overpaid energy company bosses.

Legislation removes all authority regarding power supply from local Councils. As 
a response, our Council, following consultation, has put in place a Master Tree 
Plan which involves removing all trees under overhead lines to eliminate the need 
for lopping. In line with this plan the Council has agreed to remove the damaged 
trees under the lines on Hoddle St. before the end of October.

Following discussions with the Association the Council put in place arrangements 
to maintain the verges down to the Oval regularly to provide a safe footpath.

Over the last year we have had a series of meetings with the Council about the 
Hoddle St playground. They have now come up with an attractive renovation plan 
which will be implemented in stages over the next two years. We will keep you all 
posted.

We have advised the Council that residents are overwhelmingly in support for the 
NBN and await the outcome of the DA. 

We were pleased to sponsor a Christmas card competition at the School, and to 
revarnish the two public benches in Burrawang.

The Burrawang Herald, edited by Elizabeth Varley, under the auspices of the 
BWMPA, is a great success with four editions a year and 500 in each edition. 
Content wise, it puts the average weekend colour supplement to shame. If any 
readers know of potential advertisers please let Elizabeth know.

Recently	we	have	had	referred	to	us	concerns	about	flooding	on	Wildes	Meadow	
Rd and at the intersection of Church St. and Wildes Meadow Rd.

As ever, if any readers have any concerns that they would like to raise with the 
Progress Association they are encouraged to email us.

Alex Campbell
President, BWM Progress Association
BWMprogressassociation@gmail.com

RJ Mackey Real Estate
Open 7 days, 

Ph. 02 48 851 329 BH & AH

‘Twin Creeks’ Robertson $2,950,000 - 153 
Acres, Historic weatherboard home at the 

end of a quiet country lane, Beautifully 
restored, original, historic and charming. 
Attached	garage	&	studio	flat	attached

“Wishaven’’ Moss Vale $1,195,000 - 
5 bedroom quality brick home, double 

garage,1 acre established garden & pond, 
rural outlook. Central heating, double 

glazing, Tassie Oak kitchen

‘Bibury Park’ Robertson $1,495,000 - 
$1,625,000 - 25 acres fenced 3 dams, 
2 stables, American barn.  4 bedrooms, 

double garage brick home with a multitude 
extras,		set	in	highly	sort	after	street.	(Agent	

Interest)
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Feeding Minds, Bodies & Hearts

And Giving Hope
Gail Dolphin

I am totally in awe of my good friend, Susan.  I have known 
her for over 30 years when we both worked for the same 
company in Perth.  She was the Marketing Director, very 
glamorous, charismatic and driven.  I remember her saying 
years ago “I would like to work with the poor in Africa” and 
I’m afraid I laughed - “I can’t imagine you coping without 
your hairdryer”.  Well, how wrong I turned out to be. 

In July I spent 10 days volunteering at the amazing school/
orphanage that Susan has single-handedly built in the slums 
of Nakuru, the third largest city in Kenya.   Purely on the 
strength	of	her	charisma,	drive	and	glamour	(yes,	she	did	
take her hairdryer with her!), beginning in 2008 with a little 
rented house and 30 pupils on the edge of Kapembwa, a 
slum area of over 200,000 people, she has raised enough 
money to build a two-storey school, together with a 50-bed 
orphanage, which opened in 2014.  Around 300 children 
from the slums and the orphanage attend classes every 
day; as well as feeding their minds, mid-morning porridge 
and lunch is provided to each – for most of the children in 
the slums, this is the only food they have to eat from one 
day to the next. 

Susan is now in the process of building a library – the 
concrete for the roof was being poured as I left – as well as 
plans to expand the orphanage and increase the number of 
classes

Volunteering at Nakuru Hope is certainly a life-changing 
experience.  Some of the people are so poor and have 
nothing, no running water or electricity, very little food and 
just a shack with a tin roof over their head.  One woman we 
visited in the slum was about to have her 10th child, all living 
in a one room hovel – I left in tears.  For the children, being 
able to attend the school is their only way out of a lifetime of 
poverty	and	no	hope	(there	is	no	charge	unless	the	family	
can afford to contribute something towards their schooling 
- which is rare).  One impressive young boy called Paul, 
was	found	living	on	the	streets	sniffing	glue	and	doing	petty	
crime.  Now living in the orphanage and doing very well in 
class and wants to be an engineer.

Susan with some of the staff in the school’s 
courtyard – “Mama Susan’s Garden”

Stevie and Sheila in their beanies

Please look at the website for further information on this 
awesome project:  www.nakuruhope.org.  Susan receives 
absolutely no government funding and besides her own 
fundraising activities and an op-shop she has set up in 
Fremantle	(by	all	accounts	very	successful),	relies	on	
donations and individual sponsorships.  A very generous 
Queensland couple gave her enough money to buy a 4 
acre farm just outside the city, where crops include corn, 
potatoes, carrots and kale, and where we spent several 
hours pulling up potatoes and carrots to take back to the 
school.  It all helps towards, but doesn’t totally cover, the 
amount of food needed to feed so many very hungry small 
people every day.

www.nakuruhope.org
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To that end and knowing how generous our local community 
is, I am planning to hold a major fundraiser on Melbourne 
Cup Day, Tuesday 1 November.  This will be a Melbourne 
Cup lunch to be held in the Burrawang School of Arts, 
starting	at	12.30	pm,	with	a	raffle,	sweeps,	games,	prizes	
for	Best	Hat	(for	both	the	ladies	and	the	gentlemen)	and	
best	“Out	of	Africa”	ensemble	(only	fake	leopard	skin	
please!).  Of course we will be watching the Melbourne Cup 
on a big screen.
 
Tickets are only $40 each for the lunch with a cash bar 
available	(no	BYO)	so	please	don’t	forget	to	bring	your	
wallets so you can participate in all the afternoon’s events.  
All proceeds will go to Nakuru Hope.  

And	the	best	part	is	that	(which	I	know	for	a	fact),	Nakuru	
Hope GUARANTEES 100% of all monies raised through 
donations goes directly to the needs of the children in the 
school and the orphanage. 

Tickets can be bought online at https://www.trybooking.
com/220626

For any further information, 
Please call me on 0412 651 782 
 email gail.dolphin1@bigpond.com

Carrots and potatoes from the farm being cooked on a wood stove
Russell’s Ramblings September 2016

In the days before television and computers people used 
a lot more imagination in organising their entertainment, 
especially in country areas.
On Friday 13th June 1952 in a town that I am familiar with 
-	a	group	called	the	Young	Anglican	Movement	organised	
the annual Church of England Ball.
It was a Debutante’s Ball with a difference – the boys were 
the debutantes and the girls were their partners. Each boy 
was	given	a	photo	of	a	film	star	and	had	to	try	to	make	
themselves resemble that star. Imagine an 18 year old 
country boy trying to look like Shirley Temple!
But they tried; they purchased wigs to match the hairstyle 
and their partners used their cosmetic artistry with 
surprising results.
On the night, the boys wore full length ball gowns and 
high-heeled shoes, and the girls wore black suits with 
white shirts and black bow ties.
They were presented to the Mayoress – who was actually 
the Mayor who had swapped roles with his wife.
Being Friday 13th, each debutante carried a black cat 
instead	of	a	posy	of	flowers	–	fortunately	they	were	of	the	
cardboard variety.
The Mayoress was presented with a posy made of carrots, 
parsnips, celery and carrot tops, with a couple of apples in 
the centre.
Over 400 people attended the Ball and dancing was 
virtually impossible as there was no room to move. There 
was no smoking, no alcohol and no trouble, and a good 
sum of money was raised for the church.
It was a night of fun and frivolity, put together by young 
people using their energy and imagination, and supported 
by the whole community.
It certainly beats the murder and violence that is promoted 
as entertainment on television these days. 

https://www.trybooking.com/220626 
https://www.trybooking.com/220626 
mailto:gail.dolphin1%40bigpond.com%20?subject=


Please join us for a very special Melbourne Cup lunch with all proceeds going to this amazing project in Kenya: 
www.nakuruhope.org

A	fun	afternoon	with	a	raffle,	games,	sweeps,	prizes	for	Best	Hat	(men’s	and	women’s!),	best	Out	of	Africa	outfit	and,	of	
course, watching the Melbourne Cup on a big screen

TICKETS	$40	EACH	-		No	BYO	-	Cash	bar	available

Bookings can be made online at  https://www.trybooking.com/220626
If you have any queries, please contact 

Gail Dolphin on 0412 651 782 or gail.dolphin1@bigpond.com

September 2016Burrawang Herald News

8

Our Unsung Heroes – The Burrawang 
Rural Fire Brigade

I love a sunburnt country, a land of sweeping plains,
Of ragged mountain ranges, of droughts and flooding rains.

I love her far horizons, I love her jewel-sea,
Her beauty and her terror - the wide brown land for me!

‘My Country’ by Dorothea McKellar (1904).
This poem captures the sentiment of the place that we call 
home – Australia. We all know and love the description 
of “the wide brown land”, but the poem also alludes to 
the	drama	of	the	country	as	well:	droughts,	floods	and	
fires.	These	natural	occurrences	can	bring	devastation	to	
individuals and whole communities. 
Often standing between us and impending disaster are a 
band of, all too often the unsung heroes – The Rural Fire 
Service.

I recently had the opportunity to chat with Steve Horton – 
Fire Captain and Colin Munro of our very own Burrawang 
Rural Fire Brigade. I learnt that our community owes a lot to 
this group of dedicated individuals.
Little known to us all is the extensive training that the RFS 
volunteers	undertake	before	qualifying	to	don	their	fire	suits	
and attend a call out. These volunteers are certainly not a 
“Dad’s	Army”	who	get	their	jollies	from	wearing	fluoro	suits	
and driving around with the siren blaring but are a well-
trained and disciplined force.  

Most of the training for volunteers is provided at a local 
district level using programs and materials developed by 
The Rural Fire Service. Brigades may often be involved in 
post-course practice training, ongoing refresher training and 
practical exercises. The training develops awareness and 
skills	in	the	volunteers	so	they	can	tackle	with	confidence	any	
set of circumstances that an emergency warrants.
The	NSW	Rural	Fire	Service	(NSW	RFS)	is	the	world’s	
largest	volunteer	fire	service	(with	over	74,000	volunteers)	
providing	fire	and	emergency	services	to	approximately	95	
percent of NSW. In 2014/15, NSW RFS members attended 
more than 23,000 incidents across the state. These included:
•	 bush	and	grass	fires	–	7,837
•	 house	and	structure	fires	1,264
•	 motor vehicle accidents - 3,512, and
•	 storm damage
•	 search and rescue
•	 bush	fire	mitigation	to	name	but	a	few.	.
•	
Not only do these more serious incidents warrant a “call out” 
but as Steve told me, a cat up a tree was an exercise that 
not only tested his mettle, but his patience as well. When the 
cat	was	finally	extracted	from	the	tree	(unwillingly	and	with	
some	fight)	and	safely	placed	into	the	arms	of	the	owner’s	
distraught child it made a hasty exit back up the tree much to 
the amusement of Steve’s team who had been watching the 
drama unfold. So up the tree once again did Steve go.

On	a	more	sober	note,	as	we	approach	our	summer	fire	
season	it	is	important	to	understand	what	a	bush	fire	is…
Bushfires	are	different	from	controlled	burning.	Indigenous	
communities	have	traditionally	used	fire	as	hunting	and	
farming tools to assist with regeneration. Indigenous  
Australians	used	controlled	burning	and	fire	management	
to encourage the growth of new plants and to prevent the 
growth of long grass which contributes to the tinder or fuel for 
bushfires.

MELBOURNE CUP FUNDRAISER
(A Horse for a Cause!)

Tuesday 1 November 2016 @ 12.30 pm
Burrawang School of Arts, Hoddle Street, Burrawang
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Now it is your turn to help our firefighters...

Did you know it costs $600 to fit out every new fire 
brigade member?

We	need	your	help	to:	renovate	upstairs	at	the	fire	station	
–	making	a	store	room,	change	rooms	&	office	area.	Your	
contribution will help us cover the costs of – the alarm 
system  - general up keep of the station  - telephone and 
internet	bills	-	wet	weather	gear	-	firefighting	equipment.

Who do you call when you need HELP?
... The Burrawang Rural Fire Brigade

Calling For Annual 
Supporter Contributions

Annual	contributions	of	$20	(and	more)	
would be greatly appreciated

Please make your cheque payable to: RFS-Burrawang 
Rural Fire Service
EFT payments: BSB: 802 101   Account Number: 102698
**NOTE - EFT payments – please put your surname in the 
description field**
RFS Committee thanks you for your ongoing support.
Important Database Update:
The RFS need to have an up to database of our residents. 
This	information	will	remain	private	and	confidential	for	the	
use of BRFB committee only and will not be used for any 
other purpose.
Please update your contact info NOW! Post or e-mail
•	 your name:
•	 your address:
•	 your email address:
•	 your phone number:
•	 your mobile number:
By hand: Drop your payment and details into the Fire 
station mail box – 57 Hoddle St.
Mail: Geoff Kleemann, Treasurer, 
121 Blencowes Lane Wildes Meadow 2577
Email: Burrawang Fire Station:  brfb@bigpond.com

Eucalypts, for example, require occasional burns to 
regenerate. Fire stick farming used over tens of thousands 
of years created the fertile grazing plains west of the Blue 
Mountains. Long periods of dry, hot weather and natural 
vegetation that burns easily all go to make Australia 
particularly	vulnerable	to	bushfire.

Australian	bushfires	can	be	particularly	severe	as	
eucalyptus trees contain large amounts of oil which can burn 
very fast and very hot. Other human management factors 
which	have	contributed	to	the	severity	of	bushfires	include	
high	fuel	loads,	a	change	from	fire	prevention	to	firefighting	
measures, and not building adequate buffer zones to protect 
built	assets	(Nairn	Inquiry,	2003).	As	Australians	learn	to	
understand	more	about	bushfires,	bushfire	prevention	
strategies are being adopted.

In	October	2013,	a	series	of	bushfires	occurred	across	the	
state	of	New	South	Wales.	At	the	peak	of	the	fires,	on	18	
October,	over	100	fires	were	burning	across	the	state.	The	
most	severe	fires	began	in	the	Greater	Blue	Mountains	Area	
on 16 and 17 October, fuelled by hot, dry and windy weather 
together with high fuel loads in bushland.

If you are keen to do your bit – The Burrawang Fire Brigade 
needs your support.

Volunteering offers the opportunity to learn new and 
valuable skills that will not only assist you in your voluntary 
role but in day to day life and even your workplace.  It is also 
an opportunity to meet people you wouldn’t normally meet.

Being a volunteer is open to everyone - from the teenagers 
to	older	people	and	any	person	in-between.	You	may	want	
to protect your families, your friends, your home and assets, 
your community, and your way of life. There are a number 
of jobs and tasks that you can undertake to suit your level of 
skill,	fitness	and	interests.

You	can	show	your	appreciation	for	Burrawang	Fire	Brigade	
by	attending	their	open	days,	information	briefings	and	
any	of	course	any	financial	support	is	welcome	to	assist	in	
purchasing vital equipment.

For	more	information	please	call….
Burrawang Fire Brigade
President - Phillipa Drewett – 02 48864171
Captain - Steven Horton – 0428 612 183
Brigade email: brfb@bigpond.com
http://www.rfs.nsw.gov.au/



10

September 2016Burrawang Herald News

HOTEL NEWS

BVH Fishing & Social Club presents:
The Burrawang Banger Battle
Starts 1st September 
Registrations are now open until the draw on the 25th of 
August
1st prize $300 Pub Voucher & Case of Beer
Runner -up $50 Pub Voucher & Case of Beer

Sunday Sessions have been happening at the Hotel 
with some great local buskers, will be a few more over the 
coming months, stay tuned to the Hotel Facebook and 
Instagram for details.

October sees the return of the Burrawang Cup, the 
village’s	most	prestigious	golfing	tournament.	Stay	tuned	
for	finalised	dates,	sign	yourself	up	at	the	pub.

Other Golfing News:
July we saw the Tour Cup contested at Mollymook & 
Batemans Bay.
The overall winner was Mike Bolton, Well Played!

Camp Quality Golf Day at Jamberoo on Tuesday the 
18th of October.
4 Man Ambrose team event, register at the Hotel.

November - Bocce tournament at the back of the Hotel, 
check in with Byron or Ed if you’re interested, more details 
to follow.

Keen on trying some local wines? The wine list at the 
hotel is very regionally focussed with a great selection by 
the glass and available takeaway at Cellar Door prices. 
Come in and ask for a try, the local wineries are also going 
to be holding some tastings over the coming months, stay 
tuned for dates via social media.

Firstly, thank you to everyone from the community who 
came to the meeting in June to discuss the Easter Markets. 
There were some really interesting and useful suggestions 
put forward and some legitimate concerns raised. Ultimately, 
though, the prevailing sentiment was that a new structure is 
needed to ensure the future of the markets, something that 
was broadly supported.

It was hoped that we would be in a position to report back 
with a comprehensive solution for the markets at the second 
town meeting held on August 18th, which was again well 
attended. However, it was felt that in order to progress 
things in time for next year, given the many permutations of 
the	potential	solutions	for	things	like	the	traffic	management,	
that	a	two	phased	approach	was	best.	As	such,	the	first	
phase will be to establish an Incorporated Association 
to run the markets with an initial committee made up of 
representatives of the school parents and the School of 
Arts	to	reflect	the	traditional	running	of	the	markets.	This	
committee will then be charged with the responsibility of 
getting a market organised for 2017 and also to conduct 
a full review of the markets to tackle some of the bigger 
issues.

Many thanks again for everyone’s input into the markets. 
They really are a unique event and the new market 
committee looks forward to ongoing consultation and 
communication with the wider Burrawang community.

Rob Macdonald
On behalf of the Market Organising Committee

Burrawang Easter Markets
Looking To The Future

Join us on the 4th Wednesday morning each month 
at the boardwalk between George and Harman Streets

Contact Cath Ward 0405 151 651
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Burrawang School of Arts

It’s been another busy few months at the beautiful School of Arts, the big 
event being our annual Burrawang Ball, our main fundraiser. This year 
the fabulous Ball Committee worked tirelessly to make another amazing 
success with over $6000 raised to go towards the maintenance and upkeep 
of our historic buildings. There were no spare seats to be had, though we 
had	loads	of	hands	up	if	any	appeared.	The	night	was	filled	with	fun	and	
laughter and some very energetic dancing. Thanks to all involved. When we 
say we couldn’t have done it without you, we really mean it. Can’t wait for 
next year – if you want to make sure of a spot, book early!
If you’ve not managed to make it along to a Movie Night, you’re really 
missing out. Held on the last Friday of every month in the Middle Hall, you’re 
welcomed with a glass of wine and we even have ice-cream at intermission 
(are	we	all	old	enough	to	remember	‘half-time’	at	the	movies?).		If	you’re	
not keen to venture out into the cold, remember the hall is heated and 
there’s	a	roaring	fire	to	keep	you	toasty.	It’s	not	just	about	the	movie	–	come	
along	and	mingle	with	some	of	the	locals.	It’s	a	terrific	night	and	only	$10.	
Check out the ‘what’s on’ page on the Burrawang Village Website www. 
burrawangvillage.com to see what’s coming up next. 
Keep your eyes out for a possible Movie Dinner night coming up soon. 
Always a sell out and always fun!
The Annual General Meeting of the School of Arts has also come and gone 
with a new committee now in place: 
•	 Chair: Annie Jones, 
•	 Secretary: Margie Crawford
•	 Treasurer: Jeleca Stanic
•	 Committee: Trevor Donovan, Jan Campbell, Dwight Dowda, John 

Symons, Carolyn Morris, Rob Bearlin, Gary Johnson, Cath Ward

A big thanks to all the retiring committee and a huge welcome to the new. 
We look forward to seeing you at some of our events coming up over the 
next few months. We’re always looking for helpers for events and other 
odd jobs around the place so if you’re keen to contribute but don’t fancy 
committee work, get in touch with one of the committee members and we’ll 
find	something	for	you	to	do!

Annie Jones 
President 
School of Arts

BURRAWANG’S 
BIGGEST MORNING TEA

 
Australia’s Biggest Morning Tea is all 
about showing support to our families 
and friends affected by cancer.
 
The Burrawang community came 
together and through their generosity 
supported this year’s   Morning Tea 
by raising an outstanding amount of 
$13,975.

Money raised on the morning was 
through	donations,	a	raffle	with	prizes	
donated by so many of the local 
businesses, and a trading table with 
home-made jams and cakes, sewing 
and handmade knitted items.

The Warner Family are so grateful to 
all of their friends, for their help, time, 
effort and support, and for making 
the morning atmosphere so special.  
Sincere thanks to all who attended and 
for their contribution towards another 
successful Burrawang’s Biggest 
Morning Tea

Treat Dad Like a King

This coming Father’s Day weekend

Enjoy the special father’s day menu 
Burrawang General Store Café

Saturday 3rd and Sunday 4th 
September
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PRESERVE OR NOT TO PRESERVE…
There is nothing quite like making your own jams, jellies, relishes, and chutneys etc. They are an ideal “Hostess Gift” when 
going	to	friends	for	dinner	or	lunch.	They	say	….	“I	made	this	with	love”.
At the moment in The Southern Highlands lemons are in abundance. Branches are almost at breaking point with the 
enormous quantities of lemons weighing them down. 
“The Lemon Is A Species Of Small Evergreen Tree Native To Asia. The Tree’s Ellipsoidal Yellow Fruit Is Used For Culinary 
And Non-Culinary Purposes Throughout The World, Primarily For Its Juice, Which Has Both Culinary And Cleaning Uses.” 
Wikipedia
The	health	benefits	of	lemon	include	treatment	of	throat	infections,	indigestion,	constipation,	dental	problems,	and	fever,	
internal	bleeding,	rheumatism,	burns,	obesity,	respiratory	disorders,	cholera	and	high	blood	pressure,	while	it	also	benefits	
hair and skin care. Known for its therapeutic property since generations, lemons help to strengthen your immune system, 
cleanse	your	stomach,	and	it	is	considered	a	blood	purifier.	
So Get Eating Them!!!!!
If you are not up to a glass of freshly squeezed lemon juice in warm water to start your day, why not spend a little time in the 
kitchen	making	these	2	delicious	preserves	–	a	terrific	way	for	your	body	to	obtain	the	essential	Vitamin	C.

The Burrawang Kitchen
Annie Geddes

INGREDIENTS:
2 eggs, plus 2 egg yolks
3/4-cup	(165g)	caster	sugar
1/3	cup	(80g)	chilled	unsalted	butter
Zest and juice of 2 lemons

METHOD: -
•	 Whisk whole eggs, yolks and sugar in a saucepan until smooth, then place 

pan over a low heat. 
•	 Add the butter, juice and zest and whisk continuously until thickened. Strain 

through a sieve into a sterilised jar. 
•	 Lemon curd keeps, covered, in the fridge for 2 weeks.

SWEET ORANGE AND 
LEMON MARMALADE:

LEMON CURD:

INGREDIENTS:
5 Large Oranges
2 Lemons + juice of 1 lemon
5 Cups Water
5 Cups Sugar

METHOD: -
•	 Cut oranges in ¼’s. Using a sharp knife, remove pith and rind from each 1/4. 

Reserve ½ the pith, discard the remaining half. 
•	 Cut	orange	flesh	into	thin	slices,	place	into	bowl,	reserve	seeds.
•	 Do the same as above with the lemons
•	 Cut	the	rind	of	oranges	and	lemons,	place	in	bowl	with	the	flesh,	cover	with	

the water and let stand for a couple of hours.
•	 Tie reserved seeds and pith in piece of muslin and add to the bowl.
•	 Place contents of bowl + lemon juice in a large saucepan. Bring to the boil, 

simmer, covered, for about 40 minutes or until rind is soft. Discard the muslin 
bag.

•	 Add sugar, stir over heat, without boiling until sugar has dissolved. Bring 
to the boil and boil uncovered without stirring, for about 15 minutes or until 
marmalade sets when tested.

•	 Pour into warm, sterilized jars and seal when cool.

Your Hosts Will Be Thrilled With These Little Gems!!

Advertise in The Burrawang Herald

Every quarter reach over 500 
residents and visitors to our village

Advertising rates per year
•	 Inside pages - Banner190 x 60mm 

- $550pa 
•	 Inside pages - Double business 

card 120 x 90mm - $250pa 
•	 Inside pages Single 

business card  90x 50mm - $175 

Please send your enquiry to
burrawangherald@gmail.com
or call Elizabeth on 
0412 340 071

mailto:burrawangherald%40gmail.com%20?subject=
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Burrawang Wildes Meadow Progress Association

We are working hard for you – street trees, playgrounds, parks, village amenities,
Working with local and state government for you.

No problem too big or too small!

Are you new to the area?
Has your Membership lapsed?

Want to renew your membership now?

2016/2017	Financial	Year	-	$10	individual	/$20	family
Name(s):	…………………………………………………………………………………	
Address:	…………………………………………………………………………………
Telephone:	………………….……………..………	Mobile:	………………..…………	
Email:	……………………………………………………………………………………

PAYMENT OPTIONS: 
1) Electronic Funds Transfer: Burrawang Wildes Meadow Progress Association 
BSB: 062 511      Account: 1010 0930          Reference: Your surname 
2) Cheque Payable to ‘Burrawang Wildes Meadow Progress Association 
PO Box 3209 Robertson NSW 2577 
3) Enquiries to email     bwmprogressassociation@gmail.com 

St David’s Burrawang

Hi there Burrawang and Wildes 
Meadow community,

It’s been about 6 months since my 
family and I moved into the area. 

We’ve	loved	it.	Michelle	(my	wife)	and	
I love popping into Burrawang for a 

coffee and or meeting up with friends. 
We love the pub too! That view is 

spectacular!
But the other thing we love at 

Burrawang is the opportunity to have 
church at St David’s. Sadly, right now, 

due to a busy schedule over at St 
John’s Robertson, it’s only possible 
to	meet	once	a	month	(3rd	Sunday	

of every month at 5pm), but hopefully 
in the future we may be able to 

meet more often. We have such an 
encouraging and enjoyable time as 

we open God’s word in the Bible and 
see what he has to say to us about 
life	and	where	Jesus	fits	in.	We	sing	

some songs, we chat, we pray to 
God, it’s a good relaxed time together. 
So, come and join us! Come, even if 

you’re not sure about Jesus and have 
got questions and are just exploring. 

Everyone is welcome.
So it’s the third Sunday of every month 
at 5pm and it’s the church on the left, 
halfway down the hill as you go down 

to Wildes Meadow.

Rev Graham Thomas
Minister at St David’s Burrawang and 
St John’s Robertson Anglican Church
office@robertsonanglican.org.au

ph. 4885 1210

Burrawang General Store
Open 7 days    8am to 5pm

Breakfast all day, lunch until we close
02 48864496
bgsc.com.au

mailto:bwmprogressassociation%40gmail.com%20%20?subject=
mailto:kirell%40westnet.com.au%20?subject=
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Under the Local Government Act 1993 , council elections are held on the second 
Saturday in September every 4 years. By-elections are conducted periodically 
when a councillor vacancy occurs. Councils can conduct their own elections or 
elections can be conducted by the NSW Electoral Commission.
There are 152 councils in NSW, with the number of electors enrolled in each 
varying from less than 1,000 to over 150,000. The boundaries for a council 
area are changed from time to time and are determined through legislation and 
processes managed by the Boundaries Commission.
A council can be either:
• Undivided, such as Wingecarribee Shire Council which means the 

councillors are elected by the whole council electorate; or
• Divided, which means the council is subdivided into electorates, known as 

wards, from which an equal number of councillors are to be elected.

Councillors
Councillors are elected for 4 years. Although the number of councillors to be 
elected varies from council to council, each council is made up of between 5 
and	15	councillors	(one	of	whom	is	the	Mayor).	Voters	rank	candidates	in	order	
of	preference,	and	where	there	are	2	or	more	positions	to	be	filled,	a	candidate	
needs to achieve a quota of the votes to be elected.

Mayor
As a general rule the councillors elect one of their number to be the Mayor such 
as Wingecarribee Shire Council. However in some councils it has been decided 
by referendum that the voters will elect the Mayor. Where this is the case, the 
Mayor is said to be ‘elected by popular vote’ or ‘a directly elected Mayor’. In this 
situation the optional preferential method of voting is used. 
A Mayor elected by the voters serves a 4 year term, and a Mayor elected by the 
other councillors serves a 1 year term.
For information on all councils including contact details visit the Local 
Government Directory. www.olg.nsw.gov.au/local-government-directory
After each Local Government election, the Division of Local Government surveys 
all	councils.	A	report	on	the	findings	provides	information	about	the	representation	
of the community on local councils. As well as describing the characteristics 
of councillors and candidates such as gender, age and experience, the report 
identifies	trends	over	time.
The Local Government New South Wales are the peak organisations for local 
government in NSW and councils can be members of either. These associations 
represent councils by:
•	 presenting their views to governments
•	 promoting local government to the community
•	 providing specialist advice and services.

Where Can I Vote?
http://map.elections.nsw.gov.au

Information & Disclaimer

This publication is intended to be a 
Village Newsletter for the distribution 

of general information and events, not 
a Broadsheet for political comment. 
Whilst opinions expressed do not 
necessarily represent the present 
Committee of the Association, any 
information submitted to the editor 

which is likely to offend or concern a 
member or a  resident, will be withheld 

form publication.
Correspondence in relation to this 
should be addressed to the Editor.

 
PO Box 3209, Robertson 2577

Burrawangherald@gmail.com

Clean out those drawers & cupboards
Turn your unwanted goods into CA$H

The Burrawang 
Trash & Treasure Sale

Saturday 12th November, 
9am to 2 pm,

Burrawang School of Arts

The cost of the stalls will be $45 
each.

For further details: 
http://www.burrawangvillage.com/

whatson
for terms and conditions.

 
enquiries.- 

BigSale@burrawangvillage.com

http://www.olg.nsw.gov.au/local-government-directory
mailto:Burrawangherald%40gmail.com%20?subject=
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Volunteers make things happen – but 
for how long?

Did you know that nearly 8,000 people regularly volunteer 
in the Wingecarribee Shire?  They contribute over 550,000 
hours a year.

Unfortunately the rate of participation has started to drop 
in the last couple of years – a trend that has been detected 
across the country. At the same time, the demand for 
volunteers is steadily increasing as funding for essential 
services decreases. 

More and more, retirees are being called upon to look 
after grandchildren, thus limiting the time they can give to 
volunteering. At the same time natural attrition is taking 
place as senior citizens age and are no longer able to 
contribute. 

In past years this was not necessarily a problem since many 
in the middle age group had the time to give to volunteering, 
but the demands of mortgages and family costs are putting 
a premium on free time.

Federal and state government budgetary constraints are 
also limiting the ability to meet the changes in population 
demographics, especially towards and the on-going trend in 
the percentage of aging citizens and those falling below the 
poverty line.

A crisis in the delivery of social and community services 
is on the horizon. What would happen if the volunteer 
workforce decided to go on strike for a few days? That does 
not bear contemplation.  Wingecarribee Volunteer Centre 
in	Moss	Vale,	a	not	for	profit	organisation	established	by	a	
group of women thirteen years ago and supported by the 
Shire Council and recruits and refers would be volunteers 
to organizations. It has currently over 60 different positions 
that	it	cannot	fill	and	the	list	grows	each	week.		The	duties	
range from community radio presenters, cafe assistants, 
gardeners, newsletter editors, committee members, 
mentors, school kitchen assistants, museum guides, drivers, 
maintenance work to a wide range of tasks with older and 
disabled people. 

A number of studies have provided strong evidence of 
the link between volunteering and living well. The health 
benefits	and	positives	of	wellbeing	are	documented	in	
studies conducted in the USA , UK and here in Australia.  
People, who volunteer live longer, are more connected with 
their communities, are happier, have less mental issues and 
have a more positive outlook on life.  

There is an old Chinese proverb which says “if you help 
someone up the hill, you get closer yourself to the top”.

 If you have not volunteered, or have not done so for a 
while, why not contact the Wingecarribee Volunteer Centre 
and see what they can do for you to link you with an 
organisation that gives you the satisfaction of getting closer 
to the top!

The Centre also assists organisations with one-off events. 
Over the coming months there are four such events: 
National Tree Day at Mittagong, Tulip time in Bowral, Bowral 
Cycle Classic and Can Win at the House and Garden Show.  
These events will provide you with an ideal opportunity to 
test a volunteering vocation.

For more info contact the Centre:
Queen Street, Moss Vale
Phone:	(02)	4869	4617	
Email: info@volwing.org.au
www.volwing.org.au

The Rural Outreach & Delivery 
Service	(ROADS)	mobile	library	
service makes scheduled visits 
to towns and villages across 
the Shire.
You	can	borrow	from	the	
mobile library, or you can 
request your items online or 

Sep Oct Nov Dec
Week 1  Thursday
10:00 - 11:00 Avoca 1 13 10 8
11:30 - 12:30 Burrawang 15 27 24 22
2:00 - 3:30 Robertson 29

Mobile Library

on Bookmyne, and then collect them when ROADS is 
scheduled to visit your stop. Make sure you choose ‘Mobile 
Library’ as your pick up location.



September 2016Burrawang Herald News

16

Each year schools, libraries and booksellers Australia wide celebrate children’s books and literacy in Book Week, a week of 
reading events which culminates in the announcement of the best children’s and young adult books written  by an Australian 
author for that year.

This year’s theme is Australia! Story Country. The Children’s Book Council of Australia has chosen a shortlist of thirty books 
in	the	following	five	categories:	
• The book of the year: Early Childhood
• The book of the year:  Older Readers
• The book of the year:  Younger Readers
• The Eve Pownall award for information books
• The picture book of the year

As part of the Library’s book week celebrations, there will be Australia! Story Country displays at all our libraries. The 
displays will include many of the shortlisted titles available to browse. Over 800 children from schools across the Shire will 
visit us to enjoy readings from and conversations about the nominated books. For preschoolers we will be reading books 
from the early childhood category at our regular story times during the week 22-26 August, so come along and join us for 
some Book Week stories and fun craft. 
 Some of the Library’s favourite books from the categories are:

Celebrating Children’s Books and Reading at 
Wingecarribee Public Libraries
Book Week 22-26 August 2016

Visit https://cbca.org.au/shortlist-2016  for	the	complete	list	of	shortlisted	books,	you	might	find	your	own	favourites!

Visit us at the library during Book Week and celebrate books and reading with us!

We are a small school offering great learning opportunities.
Come and join us for a look at what our beautiful country 

school has to offer.

Burrawang Primary School
KINDERGARTEN 2017

ORIENTATION DAY

First orientation – Tuesday 25 October 
9.15– 11.15

Second orientation – Tuesday 1 November 
9.15 – 12.00

Third orientation – Tuesday 15 November 
9.15 – 1.30 and

Parent school readiness session from 1.00 – 1.30

RSVP Friday 21 October
Phone: 4886 4261

Email: burrawang-p.school@det.nsw.edu.au 
www.burrawang-p.schools.nsw.edu.au
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Principal’s Message 
Burrawang Public School

Michelle Laval

Burrawang students recently visited Sydney.  Our K-2 class spent time exploring 
the Discovery Museum in the Rocks and enjoyed a Choo Choo ride through the 
Botanic Gardens.  Our 3-6 class, along with Avoca PS  stayed overnight and had 
a convict sleepover at Hyde Park Barracks to experience a little of what life as a 
convict might be like.

News from
Burrawang Public School

Day 1 - At Hyde Park Barracks    
By Abbey
Well all the students got there bright 
and early on Wednesday morning then 
we caught a long train to Sydney. Then 
a couple of hours later we went to 
Rocks Museum.  We looked at all the 
cool old rocks and bowls and plates 
then we walked a long way with our 
heavy bags. Well it wasn’t really a long 
way but the students thought it was 
a	long	way.		And	then	we	finally	went	
to the Hyde Park Barracks.  Then we 
dumped all our bags there and then 
we went out for a couple of hours to 
look at all the cool things like a big 
igloo.  Then we came back and played 
some games. Some people played 
dominoes, marbles and throw the 
penny into the tin. Then we went down 
for dinner and when the students got 
their food on their plate they didn’t 
get what they expected. Some people 
didn’t eat it. Some people just had an 
apple. What they had for dinner was 
frozen peas, potato and a massive 
sausage.  Then we went to bed, well 
it took a long time to get to sleep and 
Declan was the best sleeper of the 
night, but Beatrix and Abbey were just 
talking	the	whole	night.			We	finally	
went to sleep.

Day 2 - In Hyde Park Barracks    
By Kat
On day two all of the students were 
awoken at 6.00 in the morning by a 
man ringing his bell and yelling. All 
the kids got up and put their sleeping 
bags inside the case. Then the kids 
went downstairs and out the door. 
There are little buildings in the Hyde 
Park Barracks so the students had 
a separate room for our luggage - a 
different room for boys and a different 
room for girls, so we all got dressed 
and ate breakfast. Breakfast was 
English	muffins	and	scrambled	eggs	
if we wanted; we had some fruit like 
apple, orange, pear and bananas.  
After eating we made a ticket of leave 
which is a ticket you get to leave and 
start a new life, so we made those then 
we could leave. But before we did we 
separated into two groups and one 
group went into the boss’s house and 
the other group raked the yard. Then 
we left and walked all the way to the 
ferry. The ferry is a boat that we caught 
to go to Darling Harbour to go to the 
Powerhouse Museum.  When we got 
there we looked at the robots, old stuff, 
a scary cinema and a rocket.  When 
we were done we went to McDonald’s 
to get lunch where seagulls stole lunch. 
We all went to the station to get on a 
train so we got home.

Many of our students choose to 
participate in the ICAS series of 
assessments.
The International Competitions and 
Assessments	for	Schools	(ICAS)	is	an	
independent, skills-based assessment 
program which recognises and rewards 
student achievement.  Students 
complete an exam at school under 
examination conditions.  Their results 
are compared to students across the 
country.  A distinction places a student 
in the top 5% in the country.  
Congratulations to these Burrawang 
students who have achieved wonderful 
results so far this year. 
Digital technologies – Luke Whatman 
– Distinction, Mikey O’Connor – Credit, 
Ella O’Connor – Distinction
Science - Mikey O’Connor – 
Distinction, Ella O’Connor – Distinction
Spelling – Beatrix Davies – Merit, 
Mikey O’Connor – Merit, Celeste 
Walker – Credit
Writing – Beatrix Davies – Distinction, 
Tom Morton – Merit, Daisy Macdonald 
– Distinction, Mikey O’Connor – 
Credit,  Georgie Morton – Credit, Ella 
O’Connor – Credit, Celeste Walker – 
Distinction
Don’t	forget	you	can	find	us	on	
Facebook and on the web at
http://www.burrawang-p.schools.nsw.
edu.au/

Great achievements!



18

September 2016Burrawang Herald News

1. Which country was previously called Abyssinia? 
2. What is the world’s third largest sea? 
3. Where	would	you	find	the	Queen	Alexandra,	Queen	

Elizabeth and Queen Maud mountain ranges? 
4. Which country at the southern tip of the Arabian 

Peninsula was previously known as Aden? 
5. What language do the locals speak in Bogota? 

Our little school is such a vital part of the Burrawang community and we wanted 
to take this opportunity to thank the broader community for your ongoing support. 
I also wanted to let people know what we currently do with the funds that we are 
able to raise throughout the year. We are very lucky at Burrawang in that the 
staff at the school are constantly looking at ways to broaden the experiences of 
the kids beyond the classroom. The P&C is able to support these efforts through 
subsidising	of	transport	costs	(and	almost	everything	we	do	has	these	due	to	
where we are!), or by assisting in reducing participation costs. Through our 
support, we are also able to ensure that every kid is able to take part in things like 
the year 5 and 6 joint small schools camp.
However, beyond these day-to-day things, the P&C is always looking at ways 
we can drive real and lasting changes and additions at the school, to be enjoyed 
for many years after our own children have left. As you may know, a huge effort 
a few years ago went into raising funds for the construction of a new, modern 
playground at the school. This has been a wonderful addition that is enjoyed 
daily. 
Currently, the P&C’s primary fundraising goal is the construction of an outdoor 
kitchen for the school. This kitchen will expand on the current gardening 
programmes in the school and enable the food teaching that currently takes place 
in	the	cramped	staff	room	to	have	a	dedicated	space.	The	benefits	of	being	able	
to educate the children about food and nutrition through hands on learning can’t 
be understated. They are skills and learnings that will stay with them for life.
Many thanks for everyone’s continuing support of our wonderful school.
Rob Macdonald
P&C President

Kids in the Kitchen – Burrawang Public School P&C

BURRAWANG
TENNIS CLUB NEWS

With our weather not being very 
co-operative, the Thursday Ladies’ 
Competition is off to a slow start 
after the school holidays but will 
endeavour to persist with the 
conditions looking forward to warmer 
days ahead.
Our night mixed competition is due 
to start after the long weekend in 
October, approx. Monday 10th. Any 
interested players male or female, 
any standard, can leave their name 
with me or at the Burrawang Hotel. 
Costs for playing in this competition 
will include membership with the club 
and $4 per night to cover the costs of 
balls & lights.
Our Annual General Meeting will 
be coming up early September, our 
membership fees will be set at this 
meeting, also a date to start our 
tennis	raffles	which	is	required	fund	
raising for the maintenance and 
upkeep of our courts.
Anyone wanting to play social tennis, 
unable to play in our competitions, 
or wanting to hire our courts, can 
join our Club and use our facilities 
anytime by contacting me.

0429430305
Mrs. Carol Hill
Secretary-Burrawang Tennis Club

6. What is the capital of Qatar?
7. What Central American country’s name means ‘many 

fish’?	
8. What is the largest country in the world? 
9. Who	renamed	the	South	Sea	as	the	Pacific	Ocean	in	

1520? 
10. What notable geographical feature is shared by Oxford, 

Reading, Windsor and London?
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BOOK REVIEW 
BY PJW

Is this an end?
I hang, half healthy, here, and wait to 
see.
John Updike

As we wait, perhaps impatiently, for 
Clive	James	to	write	his	final	poem	
and ponder our own mortality, we may 
wonder what writers can teach us about 
dying. After all they are supposed to 
mediate and illuminate life’s experiences 
for us. This thought has exercised Katie 
Roiphe; her new book The Violet Hour: 
Great Writers at the End describes the 
deaths of half a dozen famous writers.

These deaths are not sudden or unexpected; they each 
approach, in the literal sense of drawing closer to, their 
end in their own way. Some deaths are urbane, like John 
Updike, whose demise from lung cancer was discreet 
and almost tactful, and Sigmund Freud, both writing and 
working to the end. In September 1939 Freud succumbed 
to the cancer of the jaw he had borne stoically for more 
than a decade. He remained engaged and deeply rational. 
Listening to the radio with his doctor an announcer 
commented that the war that had just been declared would 
be “the last war”. Asked if he agreed, Freud responded “My 
last war!”

By contrast, in 1953 Dylan Thomas, not yet forty, embraced 
if not his dying then at least oblivion with an antic fury, in a 
frenzy	of	(attempted)	philandering	and	alcohol.	Increasingly	
sick, repeatedly hospitalised, he made no attempt to 
moderate his behaviour. “I have had eighteen straight 
whiskies. I think that’s the record”, he is supposed to have 
remarked before sinking into a fatal coma at the Chelsea 
Hotel	in	New	York.

The	most	challenging	and	difficult	death	is	Susan	Sontag,	
who died in 2004 after a desperate, even violent, year-
long battle against an aggressive form of leukaemia. 
Having beaten stage IV breast cancer thirty years before 
with radical surgery and new, punishing regimes of 
chemotherapy, she believed she could survive through the 
sheer force of her will and embarked on extreme, painful 
and untested treatments. Ironically, the powerful, toxic drugs 
that saved her life previously had probably compromised her 
immune	system	and	its	capacity	to	fight	the	present	cancer.	

Sontag is the personality in Roiphe’s 
book who is most diminished by her 
dying, or rather her suffering.

David Rieff’s Swimming in a Sea of 
Death: A Son’s Memoir also describes 
her	final	illness;	it	is	at	once	a	tribute	to	
her single-mindedness and bravery and 
a contemplation of his ethical dilemma 
as her only child. Rieff favours palliative 
care, believing his mother is enduring 
torturous treatments with little likelihood 
of	success.	(Sontag,	renowned	for	her	
resolute intelligence, famous for her 
incisive essay Illness as Metaphor, 
clings to statistical anomalies - the one 
percent that defy the odds - to justify 
her choices.) However, he supports her, 
understanding that she is expressing 

not just her most profound beliefs about the value of life but 
the very core of her sense of self. 

There is a touching coda as he takes his mother for a last 
journey along familiar Paris streets - the Boulevards Saint-
Germain and Raspail - to bury her at the Montparnasse 
Cemetery.

Will	Schwalbe’s	The	End	of	Your	life	Book	Club	provides	
the opposite perspective, the mirror image if you like of 
the reader. Supporting his mother through her treatments 
for pancreatic cancer, they bond over their shared love 
of books; reading provides a structure to their experience 
and a means, sometimes oblique, of approaching and 
discussing their deepest feelings and fears. 

In the end, it is the writing, not the writer, that consoles.

This reading has not been as grim and morbid as it may 
appear. Ultimately these books are uplifting; they describe 
souls engaged passionately with life, even in extremis. It is 
trite but nonetheless true that death is a part of life. These 
books remind us that a person’s conscious dying will likely 
emulate their attitude to living. I am not sure what this 
augurs	for	me.	If	my	own	dying	reflects	the	self-absorbed	
and querulous side of my personality, it may not be pretty; 
however if it is the lazy and inattentive part, perhaps I will 
not even notice. 

(The	David	Rieff	and	Will	Schwalbe	books	are	available	at	
Wingecarribee Library.)
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TRIVIA ANSWERS
(1)	Ethiopia,	(2)	Mediterranean,	(3)	Antarctica,	(4)	Yemen,	(5)	Spanish	(Bogota	is	the	capital	of	Columbia),		(6)	Doha,	

(7)	Panama,	(8)	Russia	(c.17	million	square	kilometres),	(9)	Ferdinand	Magellan,	(10)	The	River	Thames

Your Lucky Stars
BY Crystal Balls

Not sure if you’ve found time to read this, Virgo, because you’re going to be far 
too	busy	in	the	bedroom	(and	on	any	level	surface	as	far	as	I	can	determine).	
Things are really hotting up for you on the *ahem* domestic front but this 
definitely	has	nothing	to	do	with	kitchen	appliances.	If	you’re	already	in	a	
committed	relationship,	you’ll	find	yourselves	reigniting	that	long	lost	spark.	If	
you’re a sad little singleton, better race out now and buy some fancy underwear, 
not that it’ll be staying on long. Don’t worry if you’re not in perfect physical shape, 
that’s completely irrelevant as it’ll be your intelligence and sense of humour that 
sets	this	fire	alight.	Just	a	note	of	caution	–	financially,	things	could	be	a	lot	better	
so while you’re out browsing for saucy knickers and cases of champagne, keep a 
lid on your spending.  Keep the electricity bill down by dimming the lights, throw 
a scarf over the bedside lamp, set Barry White on loop and don’t frighten the 
horses.

Dear Libra, you do have a special place in my heart and it’s not been easy to see 
you shouldering more than your fair share of troubles. But, onward and upward! 
Time	for	a	metaphorical	shedding	of	the	past	to	become	the	butterfly	you’re	
meant to be. Forget about how other people think you should live your life, that’s 
old news – this is time for you. Let’s face it, if you decide to throw everything in 
and take up life as an itinerant cobbler or tap-dancing welder, there’s bound to 
be hiccups but you’ll know you followed your dreams. This shedding might well 
involve	more	exotic	locations	than	Burrawang	(is	that	even	possible?)	so	keep	
your passport up to date and close by. One last thing – keep your money close. 
Don’t	let	the	new	you	be	tempted	into	financial	foolishness.	There’ll	be	a	windfall	
of sorts coming, but don’t risk it by mixing business with pleasure.

Ah, Scorpio. Interestingly, next year you’re all about internal change and by that 
I’m	not	referring	to	the	no	doubt	fascinating	inner	workings	of	your	gut	(bowels	
are so last year), but the essential you.  Although you’re constantly challenging 
yourself, your gaze is usually directed outward but now the planets move you 
into	a	more	spiritual	period.	Your	natural	curiosity	and	sharp	intelligence	will	
want	to	explore	all	the	options	and	will	only	be	satisfied	if	you’re	able	to	achieve	
measurable success.  Don’t be alarmed, this won’t see you wandering the woods 
at	night	howling	at	the	full	moon.	You’re	still	the	sceptical	Scorpio	we	all	know	and	
(slightly)	fear.	What	we	can	be	sure	of	is	wherever	your	Zen	resides;	you’ll	arrive	
in	fine	style.	OM.

Virgo
22 August – 21 September

Libra
22 September – 22 October

Scorpio
23 October - 22 November
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Burrawang School of 
Arts

Film Nights

Friday 30th September 2016 7:30pm

Friday 28th October 2016 7:30pm

Friday 25th November 2016 7:30pm
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What’s On CALENDAR
September 2016

October 2016

November 2016
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Saturday 3  
Sunday 4

Breakfast and 
Lunch

Father’s Day special menu
Burrawang General Store Café

Burrawang Café
4886 4496

Thurs 8 5.30pm School of Arts Committee Meeting
Middle Hall Burrawang SOA

Annie Jones
amjones2021@gmail.com

Sat 10 Scarlet	runner	dinner		$65	pp	,BYO	Avoca	hall Phillipa Drewett  -  0419 426 874 
Sat 10 8.00am to 

6.00pm
Council Elections – Burrawang Public School

Sat 17 10.00am Morning Tea - Burrawang Rural Fire Brigade - 
“Getting Ready For The Fire Season”Burrawang 
School of Arts

Jenny Shepherd
0428 777 080

Sunday 18 5.00pm Church Service – St David’s Burrawang Rev Graham Thomas 4885 1210
Friday 30 7.30pm Film Night - Gosford Park Michael Kelly  4886 4323

Monday 10 Tennis Comp starts Carol Hill  -  0429 430 305
Thurs 13 5.30pm School of Arts Committee Meeting

Middle Hall Burrawang SOA
amjones2021@gmail.com

Saturday15 Waratah ball - Avoca hall Phillipa Drewett - 0419 426 874
Sunday 16 5.00pm Church Service – St David’s Burrawang Rev Graham Thomas 4885 1210
Friday 28 7.30pm Spanglish Michael Kelly  4886 4323
Sunday`30 Deadline for copy/articles and advertising for the 

Burrawang Herald 
Elizabeth Varley 
0412 340 071

Tuesday 1 12.30pm Melbourne Cup Fundraiser for Nakuru Hope: 
www.nakuruhope.org   Burrawang School of 
Arts, Hoddle St Tickets $40 Each

Gail Dolphin on 0412 651 782 or 
gail.dolphin1@bigpond.com

Thurs 10 5.30pm School of Arts Committee Meeting Middle Hall Burrawang SOA
Middle Hall

Saturday 12 9.00am to 
2.00pm

The Burrawang Trash & Treasure Sale – Stalls 
$45@

BigSale@burrawangvillage.com 

Sunday 20 5.00pm Church Service – St David’s Burrawang Rev Graham Thomas 4885 1210
Friday 25 7.30pm Film Night – A Day at the Races – Marx Brothers Michael Kelly  4886 4323


