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CONTINUING A 135 YEAR TRADITION 

The Lazy Composter 

Before I start, let me make it perfectly clear that I am neither 

a competent gardener nor claim to any particular skills in 

regard to waste management. My composting involves 

little more than a medium size fancy bucket with ‘compost’ 

clearly written on the side, a composter tumbler and a desire 

to make use of the vegetable scraps the dogs don’t eat.* 
 

After moving to Burrawang some years ago and having 

rather a lot of time on my hands, I started to explore the 

options offered by a working kitchen i.e. I started cooking 

almost everything from scratch, and thus became aware of 

quite how much waste we produced. The next step was to 

think seriously about composting. 

 
My first attempt was based on a childhood memory of our 

neighbour, Mr Fraser, who grew most of his family’s veg in a 

large backyard plot. His compost pile was just over a metre 

square, enclosed with some wooden fencing and when he 

wasn’t attempting to discipline his unruly brood by chasing 

them around with a wooden spoon, he could often be found 

digging and turning his large pile of rotting vegetation. 

 
I didn’t often venture into their backyard, as I was as likely to 

be given the spoon treatment as any of his own children, but 

it seemed a simple proposition that I could easily replicate. 

I omitted the fencing, because I’m both lazy and short of 

whatever it is that makes a fence, and started my own pile 

 
 

around the back of the garden shed. Everything went quite 

well until I realised I was keeping the local rodent population 

very well fed, and one of the dogs got into the prawn heads 

and was sick on the carpet. 

 
The next step in the compost evolution was to look for some 

kind of self-contained composter. Using the ever reliable 

Google, I searched for more information (that’s my primary 

advice to you) and discovered there’s a load of different 

kinds of composters. After a few weeks I found a used 

tumbler composter in Gerringong, drove down, loaded it into 

the car and set it up behind the shed where it has proved to 

be very efficient. This is a long cylindrical plastic container 

with a covered opening at each end, supported on a stand 

which enables you to rotate the cylinder. The rotation is very 

handy and serves to aerate the waste matter – this is very 

important and rather tidily replicate’s Mr Fraser’s hard work 

with the garden fork. You simply open whichever end is up, 
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drop your vegie scraps into the container, close it up again, 

and give it a couple of spins. All the composted material is 

enclosed so any local wildlife fancying a snack are out of 

luck. There’s no smell at all. 

 
When we started the tumbler we added a good bucketful 

of dirt to the mix. After a few weeks of this, we end up with 

some really decent compost chock-a-block with worms. 

 
Ideally, you’d have a couple of the tumblers so one could be 

filled while the other sits quietly vegetating but we just have 

the one and if the occasional potato peel gets prematurely 

added to the rose bushes, I’m sure the possums or bush 

rats or wombats are more than happy for an extra snack. 

 
More competent composters than I will wax lyrical about 

adding shredded paper, lime and other bits and pieces and I 

can assure you they know much, much more about this than 

I, but what we do works too. 

 
So, what do we put into our compost? Vegie scraps, leaves, 

dead flowers, plant material that’s not too woody or big, 

coffee grounds, tea leaves and some grass clippings – not 

too much of those though as they make the compost slimy 

and nasty. If you can source some horse poo to chuck in, 

even better. 

 
The aforementioned tin with the fancy writing sits in the 

kitchen collecting each day’s scraps which are then taken 

out to the tumbler.  Too easy. 

 
What doesn’t go into the compost? Meat, cat or dog poo, 

dairy, plastic, and with hindsight, prawn heads. 

 
If I’ve tempted you to start thinking about composting, 

there’s loads of reliable information online and 

Wingecarribee Council runs the occasional course on worm 

farming and composting. It’s not difficult and there’s a rather 

satisfying sense of smugness knowing you’re doing your bit 

for the environment. What I’ve described here couldn’t get 

more basic and less labour intensive but there’s loads of 

options if you want to get serious. 

 
Happy composting! 

 
 

*No correspondence will be entered into regarding an 

appropriate canine diet. 

Free Money! 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Now I’ve got your attention, I just want to remind everyone 

of the Burrawang Grant that is open to all local residents. 

The grant was set up from funds raised at this year’s 

markets and is something we’d like to continue if there’s 

a need for it. The grant is designed to assist local groups 

or individuals with assistance – it could be anything from 

new equipment for one of the many local associations and 

groups to helping with funding for travel associated with 

selections in representative teams or musical groups. We 

were happy to recently award our first grant to Bridget 

Connors to support her singing in the RSL Youth Choir. 

It’s as easy as visiting the Easter markets website and 

sending in an application, the BEMA committee will then 

assess the applications at the next regular meeting. So go 

on, you know you want to. 

 
Cheers, 

Rob Macdonald 

Burrawang Easter Market Association 

Burrawang Community Christmas 

Party Burrawang School of Arts 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Saturday 2nd December 2017 at 5.00pm 

Christmas Carols 

Christmas drinks & nibbles by the School of Arts 

committee 

 
 

Please register for catering purposes by 25th November 

www.burrawangvillage .com/whatson 

or call 

Annie Jones – 0418 272 500 

http://www.burrawangvillage.com/whatson
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Burrawang Wildes Meadow Progress Association 

Update 
 

The Progress Association continues to beaver away and we’re beginning to 

see some progress. The reconstruction of the first 600 meter of Church street 

is finished, resulting in much safer and more comfortable driving conditions. 

Phase 1 of the Hoddle Street Playground upgrade is complete and we’re waiting 

anxiously to hear if we have been successful in securing grant funding for Phase 

2. 

In attempting to get some improvement to the Church Street and Illawarra 

Highway, we have been actively pursuing the Roads and Maritime Services 

Department through the office of our State MP. We found Ms Goward 

receptive but will need to see some tangible results before we can claim an 

accomplishment. The recent activities of survey crews on the Illawarra Highway 

suggests that something might be in the works – or – may be entirely unrelated. 

The October 22 Community Picnic was highly successful. There was a 

respectable turnout and those who participated found it to be a pleasant, low key 

event and enjoyed it. Especially pleasing was seeing that new residents to the 

village made an effort to come and it was a good way to meet new neighbours. 

We believe that it is worth repeating next year about the same time (third or 

fourth Sunday in October) and we will coordinate with the Avoca Hall Committee 

to avoid having it on the same weekend as the Waratah Ball. 

Very special thanks are due to Erica Leeming and her sub-committee of Annella 

Wheatley, Michelle Waters and John Lewis who undertook the task of organising 

the Picnic. 

We are currently considering whether participation in the Progress Association 

will be aided by changing the name of the association. Members are presently 

being consulted on their views. 

One of our current activities is the production of a welcome pack to be made 

available to new residents of the village and surrounding rural area. It is being 

designed to answer most of the practical questions that new residents might 

have and provide some details of local businesses and services together with 

information on the environmental setting. 

Our next meeting with the General Manager of Wingecarribee Shire Council is 

scheduled for December 8, please let any of the Committee members know if 

there are issues which you consider should be raised in this forum. 

Warm Regards 

Paul Shanahan 

President, BWM Progress Association 

BWMprogressassociation@gmail.com 

Christmas Specials 

We will be serving a traditional 

Christmas dinner Friday 22nd and 

Saturday 23rd 

Christmas breakfast with festive 

specials 

24th December before an early 

closing. 

New Year’s Eve – Open for Dinner 

 
OPENING HOURS 

7 DAYS - 8am - 4pm 

Breakfast All Day 

Lunch Until Close 

 
Closed 25, 26, 27 December 

Closed 1 January 2018 

 
4886 4496 

mailto:BWMprogressassociation@gmail.com
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Burrawang Rural Fire Brigade 
 

Summer is Here! 

What a dry and alarming lead up to Summer we have had with hundreds of bush 

fires in NSW already and the devastating fires in California.  A reminder to be 

alert and be prepared. 

 

Summer means Christmas and you are invited to the Burrawang Rural Fire Brigade’s: 

 
CHRISTMAS CELEBRATIONS at 6pm on Saturday 20th December, 

at the Burrawang Pub, Hoddle St. 

 
We would like to give new residents to Burrawang another chance to meet our members, to thank everyone for their 

cooperation during the year and to have some fun!! 

A very big thank you especially to everyone who came or contributed to the Get Ready Weekend morning tea. You can see 

from the photos below that the hall was filled to capacity. 

Know the alert levels: to work out your level of risk this summer 

   
Travel safely these holidays 

There is a lot of summer ahead of us and travel 

opportunities between now and Easter.  Bush and grass 

fires often cross roads and highways and smoke can 

reduce visibility.  Make sure you have all the information 

you will need to keep safe. Before you go on the road or go 

camping check: 

• Fire Danger Ratings and Bush Fire Alerts at www. 

rfs.nsw.gov.au or on the Fires Near Me smartphone 

applications 

• Local weather conditions for your area of travel at www. 

bom.gov.au/nsw/forecasts  

• How you can call for help 

• Survival kit packed, including a working battery- 

operated radio, protective clothing, woollen blanket and 

plenty of water. 

If you are caught in a fire: 

• Call Triple Zero 000 

• Park off the road in a clear area away from trees, facing 

your car towards the fire 

• Stay in the car below the windows to protect yourself 

from radiant heat. 

• Turn off the engine and turn on the headlights and 

hazard lights 

• Close windows and air vents 

• Cover yourself with a woollen blanket and cover your 

mouth with a wet cloth 

• Drink water – before, during and after the fire has 

passed. 

• Stay down until the sound of the fire has passed, 

carefully leave the car (it will be hot). 

Emergency Warning 

An Emergency Warning is the highest 

level of Bush Fire alert. You may be 

in danger and need to take action 

immediately. 

Any delay now puts your life at risk. 

Watch and Act 

There is a heightened level of threat 

Conditions are changing and you need 

to start taking action now to protect you 

and your family 

Advice 

A fire has  started 

There is no immediate danger 

Stay up to date in case the situation 

changes 

http://www/
http://www/
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Remember: 

There is an Automatic External Defibrillator for Burrawang Village which is avail- 

able for public use in a cardiac emergency at the Burrawang Primary School, 

corner of Church and Hoddle Streets.  Use the access entry on the Church Street side 

and there is a sign marking where it is kept on the right.  You might save a life!   

Dial 000 for all emergencies. 

 
Also Remember 

Those who disregard Total Fire Bans now face fines of up to $132,000 and up 

to seven years jail time. Increased fines also apply for throwing cigarettes from 

a vehicle – a new offence introduced this year. You can help prevent fires by 

reporting a cigarette tosser through the NSW RFS website. 

 
For more information contact: Elizabeth Ellis Community Engagement Officer 

0411032712 or join us on Facebook – Burrawang Rural Fire Brigade for all the 

latest alerts. 

 
 

For all Emergencies call 000 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Russell’s Ramblings 

December 2017 
 
 
 

Once again the cricket season has started with a 

disappointing number of teams in the senior grades. It 

is to be hoped that the teams are all of reasonably even 

strength so that we have an interesting competition. 

The world controlling body has rewritten the Laws of 

Cricket, with the new version coming into effect from 1st 

October 2017. In the preamble to the laws, they set out 

the fundamental principles of the game, and emphasise 

the responsibilities of the captains and umpires to ensure 

that the game is played in the proper spirit. If everyone 

complied with that, then we would not need a whole book 

full of laws. 

They have endeavoured to cover every conceivable 

situation that could possibly arise in a game of cricket, with 

the result that it is now so complex that even some fully 

qualified umpires will have problems understanding all of 

it. 

Gone are the days when we just played the game and 

accepted the umpires’ decision, whether it was right or 

wrong. 

I was recently somewhat disturbed to read in the paper, 

that one of the leading test players was endeavouring to 

stir up hatred towards the English team that was coming 

to play Australia this summer. Hatred has no place in sport 

at any level, and to have our top players trying to stir it up 

sends the wrong message to the general public about the 

game in general. 

It is an established fact that juniors copy the behaviour of 

our top players, and it is very difficult to maintain discipline 

in junior sport if our seniors set a bad example. You do  

not necessarily have to like your opponents, but you must 

respect them. Friendships are made in team sport are 

usually friendships made for life, whether you played with 

them or against them. 

As a long term cricket administrator I have grave concerns 

about where the game is headed at the local level. 
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Burrawang Public School 

2017 Highlights 

From the Principal’s desk…. 
 

 

It is at this time of the year where I like to look back and reflect on the amazing achievements of our students at Burrawang 

PS. 

The learning experiences that our teachers have given our students in 2017, has led to students who are becoming self- 

directed learners, who know the attributes they need to have to be an effective learner, and who demonstrate skills in 

problem solving, collaboration, creativity and critical thinking. This year has been an exciting one, where we have shared 

our journey of making our learning more visible to staff, parents and students. 

Some congratulations and recognition are definitely in order:- 

Congratulations to these Burrawang students who have achieved wonderful results in the ICAS competition this year. 

Digital Technologies 

• Luke Whatman– Credit 

• Mikey O’Connor – Credit 

• Celeste Walker - Credit 

Science 

• Luke Whatman - Merit 

• Mikey O’Connor – Credit 

• Harper Macdonald - Credit 

• Ella O’Connor – Distinction 

• Griffin Davies - Distinction 

Spelling 

• Laura Cronin – Merit 

• Beatrix Davies –Credit 

• Luke Whatman - Credit 

• Ella O’Connor - Credit 

• Celeste Walker – Credit 

• Breanna Billett – Credit 

• Griffin Davies – Credit 

• Harper Macdonald - Credit 

Writing 

• Leo Zhu- Credit 

• Katrin Beedie – Credit 

• Hamish Crooks - Credit 

• Mikey O’Connor – Credit 

• Georgie Morton – Credit 

• Ella O’Connor – Credit 

• Celeste Walker - Credit 

• Beatrix Davies – Distinction 

English 

• Luke Whatman  - Merit 

• Beatrix Davies – Credit 

• Mikey O’Connor – Credit 

• Ella O’Connor - Credit 

• Leo Zhu - Credit 

• Harper Macdonald – Distinction 

Maths 

• Beatrix Davies - Merit 

• Griffin Davies – Credit 

• Mikey O’Connor – Credit 

• Ella O’Connor - Credit 

• Harper Macdonald - Distinction 

Ella O’Connor won first place in the District Public Speaking Competition. 

 
On the sporting field, Ella O’Connor won age champion at District Swimming, with Ella, Mikey, Bronte and Georgie 

reaching region for swimming. 

 

Celeste and Sequoia reached Regional Athletics in long jump and 

100m/200m. Our relay team of Sequoia, Abbey Georgie and Celeste not only 

represented in Athletics at District and Region, but also made it to the State 

Athletics Championships.  Well done girls! 

 
We look forward to celebrating our learning and achievements at our 

End of Year Presentation Afternoon. This will be held on Wednesday 6th 

December at 4pm at the School of Arts Hall.  All welcome. 

Don’t forget you can find us on 

Facebook and on the web at 

http://www.burrawang-p.schools.nsw.edu.au/ 

 
Michelle Laval 

Principal 

http://www.burrawang-p.schools.nsw.edu.au/
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Wingecarribee Public Library 

ROADS 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Our Mobile Library visits Burrawang every second 

Thursday from 11:30 - 12:30 

 

January 11th and 25th 

February 8th and 22nd 

March 8th and 22nd 

April 5th and 19th 

May 3rd, 17th and 31st 

June 14th and 28th 

 
 

Enquiries phone: 0417699641 

 

 

Burrawang 

Public School 

Indigo with her art work 

Amazon River 

The Cacao trees flourish 

Nimble as they grow 

Chocolate buds, brown like Shea 

Untamed splendour, cocoa beans 

By Breanna Billett. 

A (Late) Spring Clean 

for the Street Library 
 

On Sunday afternoon, local amateur 

librarians Rob and Sally put a broom 

through the Burrawang Village 

Street Library (both literally and 

figuratively). Having been open for 

three months now, the library has 

proved a hit with young and old alike 

spotting people nosing about and 

selecting books, adding new titles 

and stopping to compare notes or 

trade recommendations with other 

readers. There are plenty of gems 

in the old wardrobe: Hannah Kent’s 

compelling debut novel “Burial Rites” 

based on the true story of the last 

woman hanged in Iceland, the heart- 

warming, laugh out loud sequel to 

“The Rosie Project”, “The Rosie 

Effect” and the rollicking Scandi noir 

by Stieg Larsson, “The Girl with the 

Dragon Tattoo” trilogy. There are also 

a couple of titles by Anne Enright, 

(2007 Man Booker Prize winner) and 

the first in the “Neopolitian” series by 

Elena Ferranta, “My Brilliant Friend”. 

There is also an interesting selection 

of political biographies from politicians 

of all colours. Some of these come 

with a safety warning... if you doze off 

while reading them you might sustain 

a crush injury. Few politicians write 

brief biographies, regardless of the 

length of their time at the top. We also 

have a good selection of kids’ books 

including some favourite reads for tiny 

tots, plenty of early readers and even 

a few classics by Dickens, Stevenson 

and the Bronte sisters. 

 

We hope residents and visitors 

continue to enjoy this wonderful 

community resource. Please come 

and browse at any time. 

 

Rob Bearlin and Sally Boucher 

Tanka Poem 

Summer’s bane 

Cold winds like icey blades 

Longer nights and shorter days 

Snow, ice, storms and rain 

Frosted leaves and white, white plains 

The winter months, summer’s bane 

By Mikey O’Connor 
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BOOK REVIEW- BY PJW 
A Miscellany 

I am afraid that the editor binned my first effort, a passionate diatribe about the way text messaging and emojis (is that even 

a real word?) have debauched our language. 

“Not Christmassy enough”, she complained. 

So, instead, I shall mention some recommendations for summer reading or Christmas gifts. 

Two accomplished and intelligent thriller writers have recently published new books. 

Robert Harris’s Munich is woven seamlessly around the 1938 negotiations between Chamberlain 
and Hitler to prevent war over Hitler’s intention to annex part of Czechoslovakia. It is not always 

easy to distinguish between the historical figures and the fictional characters as, in part, those 

characters are based on real-life counterparts, such as the German diplomat Adam von Trott du 

Solz who had studied at Oxford. 

 
In one sense it is not really a thriller (spoiler alert: ultimately World War II is not averted) but 

it is compelling. Harris explores the conundrum that as the British sue for peace, the German 

resistance, supported by the Wehrmacht who are not yet ready to wage a European war, plot to 

overthrow Hitler if the talks fail. 
 

Harris always captures the minutiae of politics, here the fussy and snobbish British, unsure whether to be dismissive or 

terrified of Hitler. While Chamberlain is an actual character, Hitler is merely a presence. How can a writer access that 

persona - planning mass slaughter amid his tedious, bourgeois afternoon teas and vegetarian meals? Ultimately Hitler is 

unknowable. (There is a very good book Explaining Hitler by Ron Rosenbaum that examines the different theories of 

psychologists, biographers, historians and philosophers who attempt to make sense of the phenomenon of Hitler.) 

Although John le Carré is a superior writer to Harris, his new novel is less successful. A Legacy of 

Spies is essentially the back story to The Spy Who Came in From the Cold, as the contemporary 

“Circus” must revisit this distant operation of the Cold War. The events of the ‘60s are told through 

file notes and memoranda from the period. At first this is amusing as le Carré mocks 

the bureaucratic method but comes to feel laboured and contrived. Indeed, le Carré sometimes 

cheats; he includes among the files private or informal notes between participants that provide 

more intimate details, which seems a curious method for spies to share sensitive information. 

After all, guarded conversations on lunchtime strolls through a London park were a staple of his 

previous novels. 

 
It seems a sacrilege to revisit the original novel at all, rather like Fitzgerald writing a prequel to explain the mystery of 

Gatsby’s origins. However, no doubt many readers will enjoy meeting again and learning more about familiar and much 

loved characters. 
 

ROBERTSON - “Foxglove Farm”  $1,794,000 

20 Acres, a 3 bedroom original weatherboard country home with bullnose veranda, 

covered attached decking to studio, 2 bathrooms, licensed bore, tar sealed road frontage, 

2 x open fires, french doors off all rooms walking distance to the escarpment and close to 

Robertson township, Jamberoo and 20 minutes to Kiama Beach. 

Inspections by appointment 
 

RJ Mackey Real Estate 
Open 7 days, every day except Christmas Day Ph. 02 48 851 329 BH & AH 

www.rjmackeyre.com.au rjmackeyre@gmail.com see us on facebook 

http://www.rjmackeyre.com.au/
mailto:rjmackeyre@gmail.com
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I have also been reading Hillary Clinton’s What Happened (sans question mark). It is a better book 

than I expected. While parts seem to have been written by committee - the detailed policies and 

plans for her presidency - her description of the aftermath of her loss is raw and immediate. 

In fact, contrary to much criticism, this “Hillary” feels authentic (although I am not clear why 

authenticity in politics is regarded as so important; surely we should prefer that Trump, for 

example, assumed a veneer of courtesy and restraint rather than indulge his instincts and 

prejudices). Her unrelenting and at times oppressive earnestness, her refusal to acknowledge that 

her Wall Street connections and email practices might compromise her integrity, and her genuine 

bewilderment that hard work and intelligence were not enough to defeat Trump all speak to that 

authenticity. 

Sally Bedell Smith’s biography Prince Charles: The Passions and Paradoxes of an Improbable 

Life describes a different process for determining who becomes a head of state. Despite the 

febrile title, it is a light and easy read. Charles emerges as well-intentioned and conscientious, if 

somewhat remote from everyday life. These seem to me entirely appropriate qualities for a king. 

After all, who wants charisma or, even worse, social relevance in an hereditary monarch? One 

may as well elect a president. 

 
Happy reading. 

PJW 

Christmas Riddles 
What do you get when you cross a snowman with a 

vampire? 

Frostbite 

 
What do you get if you cross a Christmas tree with an 

apple? 

Pine-apple 

 
What illness do you get from eating Christmas decorations? 

Tinsel-itus 

 
I’m tall when I’m young and I’m short when I’m old. What 

am I? 

A candle. 

 
What gets wetter and wetter the more it dries? 

A Towel. 

 
A cowboy rides into town on Friday, stays for three days, 

then leaves on Friday. How did he do it? 

His horse’s name was Friday. 

 
What is the best Christmas present in the world? 

A broken drum. You just can’t beat it 
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What’s new at Wingecarribee Libraries 

Our Bookmyne app is back! 

We’ve recently made a few improvements and as a result, BookMyne, our library catalogue app, is 

back. In the app you can search our catalogue, renew your loans, request items and manage your 

account in one place. 

BookMyne also lists your Overdrive checkouts and holds so you can keep track of your borrowed 

titles and upcoming requests, anytime, anyplace. 

All you need to do is download the app from your app store, search for your library and login using 

your library card number and four digit PIN. 

 
Have you met Libby? 

Libby, Overdrive’s new library app lets you find and borrow Overdrive eBook and eAudio titles in 

one place, keeps your loans and holds on a single shelf for easier access, syncs your bookmarks, 

and keeps your place in eAudio titles across your devices..You can sample titles with a single tap 

and keep a record of what you’ve read in Libby’s Activity tab. Read or listen offline with Libby by 

downloading your chosen title or stream titles if you need to save space on your device. 

Download the free app from your app store, find your library, add your library card number and start 

borrowing. In the app you’ll find great collections to inspire your reading. For travel titles, browse the 

See the World collection, or Say Hello to an Old Friend and revisit some literary classics. 

If Libby is not for you, don’t worry, the original Overdrive app is still available. 

If you would like help installing or using the Bookmyne and Libby apps, visit one of our branches, 

book a TechTime session or call 1300 266. We’re here to help! 

 
Return your books after hours at Bowral Library 

You can now return library items after hours at Bowral Library. To open the After Hours Returns 

chute, scan either your Wingecarribee library card barcode or the Wingecarribee library barcode 

on the item you are returning. Then drop your item/s down the chute. The chute will relock after 

you have finished. It’s that easy. All items returned after hours are checked in each business day 

morning. 

 www.library.wsc.nsw.gov.au 
 

After nearly 33 years with 

Wingecarribee Public Library, 

the staff will say a sad 

goodbye to our much loved 

Library Coordinator, Sandra 

Croker, as she swaps books 

and ISBNs for retirement. 
Over the years, Sandra has made a huge contribution 
to Library services in the Wingecarribee, guiding the 

organisation through major changes to provide a 

modern service that sees over 183,000 visits to the 

library by local residents and visitors each year to 

borrow books, magazines and eBooks; to study, 

research and use the internet ; to attend Story times and 

literary events. 

Her professionalism, leadership, good judgment, warmth 

and lovely sense of humour will be really missed by staff 

and library customers alike. 

http://www.library.wsc.nsw.gov.au/
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P&C Movie Night – 

Watch This Space 
At the end of what has been a busy 

but great year, it might be time to  

dust off Michael Lynch’s blow up 

movie screen and hold another movie 

night at the school. For those who 

remember, we did the inaugural (and 

so far only) movie night a couple of 

years ago and it was great fun. Keep 

an eye out on the Village Facebook 

page for further details as we work 

them out. 
Also, just a quick one to thank Roxanne Hayes for stepping up and taking on 

the role of Secretary of the P&C. 

As always, thank you to the Burrawang community for your continuing support 

of our wonderful little school and I’d like to wish you all the best for the 

Christmas and New Year period and see you all in 2018! 

Rob Macdonald 

P&C President. 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
A handful of hardy locals continue to come together on Mondays at the 

Burrawang School of Arts middle hall to meditate. Our winter meeting time 

is 2:00-2:45. We either meditate in silence or listen to a guided meditation 

depending on our inclination on the day. We have developed the habit of 

stopping at the cafe for a refreshing cup of tea or coffee after the session. New 

members are welcome to join us for meditation, coffee or both. If you would like 

more details call Sally on 0418 628 712. We make a weekly gold coin donation 

towards the use of the hall. 

Emergency Services 

Police, Ambulance, Fire Brigade 

000 

(106 for people with hearing or 

speech impairment) 

www.triplezero.gov.au 

State Emergency Service (SES) 

132-500 

www.ses.nsw.gov.au 

Bowral Hospital 

(02) 4861-0200 

www.swslhd.nsw.gov.au/bowral 

Bush Fire Information Line 

1800-679-737 

www.rfs.nsw.gov.au 

Poisons Information Hotline 

131-126 

www.chw.edu.au 

DoCS Helpline 

132-111 

www.community.nsw.gov.au 

NSW road closures 

132-701 

www.livetraffic.com 

Wingecarribee Shire Council 

General Enquiries: 

Civic Centre, 68 Elizabeth St Moss 

Vale NSW 2577 

Phone: (02) 4868 0888 

Fax: (02) 4869 1203 

Email: mail@wsc.nsw.gov.au 

http://www.triplezero.gov.au/
http://www.ses.nsw.gov.au/
http://www.swslhd.nsw.gov.au/bowral
http://www.rfs.nsw.gov.au/
http://www.chw.edu.au/
http://www.community.nsw.gov.au/
http://www.livetraffic.com/
mailto:mail@wsc.nsw.gov.au
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Burrawang School of Arts 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The last three months have been busy for your committee members in the School of Arts. The Dinner Movie night was 

a great success thanks to the efforts of Cath Ward and Michael Kelly, with Adam’s Rib screened, and appropriately a 

delicious rib dinner before the movie. Forty-two people attended this enjoyable and delectable annual event. Of course 

the “last Friday of the month” regular movie screening has continued to be a draw card. The very reasonable $10 entry 

fee rewards the purchaser with a glass of wine and a mini magnum at interval! 

 
The major upgrade of the School of Arts audiovisual equipment has been completed with wireless sound systems to 

both the main and middle hall and a permanently mounted electrically operated screen in the middle hall. We were 

fortunate to obtain a grant from Wingecarribee Council contributing towards the costs of these essential upgrades. 

 
An interesting and decorative historic touch has been achieved in the middle hall with framing and hanging of photos 

of old Burrawang donated by a past resident. Apart from their historical appeal they provide an aesthetic touch to the 

otherwise relatively bare walls of the middle hall. 

 
The Duelin’ Pianos performers again entertained the masses with their incredible and wide-ranging musical skills, 

entertaining and energising the audience of well over 80. 

 
The newly installed Street Library on the front porch of the main hall remains packed with interesting books regularly 

contributed by residents of the village, and the avid readers of our village certainly are accessing it. 

 
With this issue of the Burrawang Herald we will all be aware of the proximity of the Festive Season. The School of Arts 

Christmas party will be held on Saturday 2nd December from 5.00pm with drinks and festive snacks along with carol 

singing. If last year’s experience was any indication, this will again be a fun way to celebrate the season. 

 
Many of you will notice as you drive or walk past the School of Arts that the grounds on its western side have 

undergone a subtle yet effective transformation, with the large, expansive and unwieldy pine hedge removed and a 

camellia hedge planted in its place, giving an overall neater, more spacious and more readily accessible driveway 

along that side of the hall, along with facility to hide the garbage bins from view. 

 
Your School of Arts continues to be used for sessions by yoga and meditation groups and a fitness class. 

 
Remember that you can always find what events are being organized by going to the village website: 

burrawangvillage.com  

 
 

Dwight Dowda 

Committee Member 

School of Arts 
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Burrawang & Wildes Meadow Progress Association 

Your membership has expired – Join or Renew Your Membership Now! 

 
Keep your membership current to receive regular updates as to what is 

happening in your community such as: 

• council initiatives and plans 

• issues affecting roads and traffic 

• problems that need fixing in your area 

• the protection and preservation of the character, amenity and streetscape 

of Burrawang & Wildes Meadow 

• advocating on your behalf and representing our community 

 
Stay connected to your community and renew your membership or join today. 

 
Name(s):    

Address:   

Telephone: Mobile:      

Email:     

PAYMENT OPTIONS: 

$20 per household 

 
Electronic Funds Transfer: 

Burrawang Wildes Meadow Progress Association 

BSB: 062 511   Account: 1010 0930 

Reference: Your Surname 

 
Cheque/Cash: 

Payable to 

Burrawang Wildes Meadow Progress Association 

Post: PO Box 3209 Robertson NSW 2577 

 
Email: bwmprogressassociation@gmail.com 

 
 

We welcome your support 

Keep The Date 

Mackey Family Get Together 

from 11am - Wednesday 7th March, 

2018 

Robertson Bowling Club (pay for own 

lunch) 

A gathering of the Mackeys, to share 

photos, stories, newspaper clippings 

photos and memorabilia 

All Welcome 

RSVP Frances Bailey nee Mackey 

ph 0248851329 or 

rjmackeyre@bigpond.com 
 

Burrawang and Wildes 

Meadow Progress 

Association 
 

President – Paul Shanahan 

Vice President – Grant Sherborne 

Secretary – Elizabeth Johnson 

Treasurer – Rebecca Duffy 

Committee Members – 

• Elizabeth Crundall 

• John Hill 

• John Lewis 

• Erica Leeming 

• Annella Wheatley 

• Michelle Waters 

• Elizabeth Varley 

 
email: BWMprogressassociation@ 

gmail.com 

mailto:bwmprogressassociation@gmail.com
mailto:rjmackeyre@bigpond.com
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St David’s News 

 

I can’t believe we’re talking about Christmas already! I know we probably say that 

every year, but gee time flies! 

One the things I love about Christmas is the opportunity to appreciate family and 

friends. At Christmas we get a few days off, hopefully we get a chance to breathe 

a little, take stock and be thankful. At the church at Robertson and Burrawang 

we not only want to encourage good friendships but we try really hard to be like 

a family. A family, that is at times dysfunctional and real, but loves each other as 

Jesus loves us, and welcomes and loves others who come along and join us. 

So, here are the details of our Christmas services this year. I hope you can join 

us, everyone’s welcome. 

Burrawang Anglican Church (St Davids) 

Sunday December 17 - Traditional Carols @ 5pm.Followed by a cuppa and 

some tasty treats. 

This will be our last service at Burrawang until February 18, 2018. 

Robertson Anglican Church 

Saturday December 23 - Kids Carols on the grass @ 5-8pm. Kids activities and 

sausage sizzle start from 5pm. Carols start at 6.30pm 

Sunday December 24 - Traditional service @8am (in the old St Johns building). 

Family service @10am (in the main church building) 

Monday December 25 - Contemporary service @9.30am 
 

 

 
Rev Graham Thomas 

Minister 

Robertson / Burrawang Anglican Church robertsonanglican.org.au 

4885 1210 
 

 
 
 
 

 

 

Advertise in The Burrawang Herald 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Every quarter reach over 500 

residents and visitors to our village 

Advertising rates per year 

• Inside pages - Banner190 x 60mm 

- $550pa 

• Inside pages - Double business 

card 120 x 90mm - $250pa 

• Inside pages Single 

business card  90x 50mm -  $175 

 
Please send your enquiry to 

burrawangherald@gmail.com 

or call Elizabeth on 

0412 340 071 

 
Information & Disclaimer 

 
This publication is intended to be a 

Village Newsletter for the distribution 

of general information and events, not 

a Broadsheet for political comment. 

Whilst opinions expressed do not 

necessarily represent the present 

Committee of the Association, any 

information submitted to the editor 

which is likely to offend or concern a 

member or a resident, will be withheld 

form publication. 

Correspondence in relation to this 

should be addressed to the Editor. 

 
PO Box 3209, Robertson 2577 

Burrawangherald@gmail.com 

mailto:burrawangherald@gmail.com
mailto:Burrawangherald@gmail.com
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The Burrawang Kitchen 

Christmas Food!!! 
 

How did it happen?? How come it’s November already 

and our diaries are getting filled up with Christmas party 

invitations? You are also probably thinking that it IS YOUR 

turn to host a party, or God help me …. Host Christmas 

itself!! 

All the family? Even Aunt Ethel? 

Really – you know how she loves the Bristol Cream sherry!! 

All those children – how can I manage to satisfy everyone? 

 
Well here are some easy solutions to your anxieties!! 

 
Cooking a Christmas feast is one of the easiest meals you’ll 

ever make. Think about it. You have plenty of hands to help, 

the prawns are probably already cooked, the oysters you’ll 

be eating raw, everybody is bringing a salad, or something, 

so all you really need to do is take care of the centrepiece, 

which usually means just whacking something in the oven. 

If it’s a turkey, it usually comes with instructions on exactly 

how to cook it, and if it’s a ham, it just needs to be warmed 

through with a glaze on the outside. Really, the only 

daunting thing about it is the number of people, but that’s 

taken care of by the size of the turkey or ham you choose. 

 
However, if you want to put on a truly Australian festive feast 

– here are some suggestions… 

 
A generation or two ago, many Australians aped the 

European way of celebrating Christmas. Tradition turned 

our kitchens into saunas, as we ignored seasonal and 

climate appropriate foods, tucking into roast meats and hot 

puddings. But since the nineties there’s been a shift in our 

kitchens and shopping trollies. We’ve learnt to embrace the 

weather, eating al fresco with fresh, local ingredients. Our 

concerns are now more about how to start the barbie than 

flame the pud. 

 
So what are the ingredients for an essential Australian 

Christmas? Seafood, Stone Fruit, Asparagus, Fresh Fish, 

Berries… 

 
Seafood 

Christmas in Australia means prawns. Lots and lots of them. 

Some folk prefer Kings, others Tigers but the one thing 

they must be is fresh. If you’re just planning on shelling and 

eating them, look for cooked prawns that appear bright with 

their antennae intact and eyes shiny. They should never 

smell fishy, but have only a slight sea brine smell. Buy what 

you need, and take it home quickly. Like most shellfish, 

prawns don’t keep, so if you’re buying ahead of time keep 

your purchases tightly wrapped in their original packaging 

and eat them all within 36 hours, which means prawns are 

the last thing you should buy for your table. 

 
If you want something a little different as a starter for your 

feast, why not try 
 

Yotam Ottolenghi’s Barbecued Curried Prawns With 

Grilled Limes 
Ingredients:- 
20 large raw tiger prawns, 

peeled, deveined, heads 

and tails left intact 

2 limes, halved, to serve 

 
For the marinade 

100ml sunflower oil 

1 medium banana shallot, peeled and finely chopped 

1 large garlic clove, peeled and crushed 

3cm piece fresh ginger, peeled and finely chopped 

1 red chilli, deseeded and finely chopped 

2 tsp medium curry powder 

1 tsp tomato paste 

2 tsp coriander seeds, toasted and finely crushed 

2 tsp fennel seeds, toasted and finely crushed 

1 tsp nigella seeds 

Finely grated zest of 1 lime 

Salt 

 
Method:- 

Put the first six ingredients for the marinade in a small 

saucepan and cook on a medium heat for five minutes, 

stirring from time to time. Add the tomato paste, turn down 

the heat to medium-low and cook for 10 minutes, until the 

onion is completely soft. Add the coriander, fennel and 

nigella seeds, the lime zest and half a teaspoon of salt, cook 

for five minutes more, stirring often, then remove from the 

heat and set aside to cool. 

 
Insert a kebab stick just above the tail of a prawn and push 

it through the body towards its head: the aim is to keep the 
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prawn dead straight. Repeat with the rest of the prawns, 

place on a flat tray, pour over the marinade and leave in the 

fridge for two hours. 

 
Heat the oven to 180C. Put a large ridged griddle pan on 

a high heat and ventilate the kitchen well. Lift the prawns 

out of their marinade and scrape off as much as possible; 

reserve the marinade. Lay the prawns on the grill or BBQ 

GREEN MANGO SALAD 

 
 
 
 

 
Ingredients 

 

 
Green pawpaw is a good 

substitute for green 

mango and adding 

cashews for peanuts will 

take it to another level 

and cook for two minutes, turning halfway through so they 

get charred on both sides. 

Transfer to a baking tray, pour over the marinade and bake 

for four minutes, until the prawns are cooked through. 

(Alternatively, if your prawns are smaller and you can finish 

cooking them on the grill without burning, heat up the 

marinade in small saucepan until it almost simmers and 

pour over the cooked prawns.) 

 
Keep the griddle on the heat when the prawns are in the 

oven and put in the lime halves flesh side down. Grill for two 

minutes and serve alongside the prawns. 

 
Mangoes 

Darwin has its mango madness, Brisbane has its mango 

daiquiris and Christmas in Australia is just not the same 

without a tray of these beauties sitting on a table or cooling 

in the fridge. Where we used to only have one sort of mango 

– the delectable Kensington Pride or Bowen mango – there 

are now a plethora of varieties perfect for serving to guests 

or just savouring yourself. Choose firm, plump fruit with no 

wrinkles and ideally oozing just a little sweet nectar: this 

is the time to lift them to your nose and smell your way to 

perfection. And what to do with them? Smoosh them into 

cocktails, dice them for salsa to serve with prawns, crabs 

or even roast pork. Shave green mangoes for Thai-style 

salads. And whatever you do, don’t chuck out the seeds – 

there’s plenty of delicious flesh around them to warrant an 

over-the-sink eating session. 

½ bunch snake beans, cut into 3cm lengths 

¼ cup roasted peanuts 

120g cherry tomatoes, cut in half 

2 cloves garlic, chopped 

2 long red chillies, chopped 

2 tbsp light palm sugar, grated 

¼ cup fish sauce 

¼ cup lime juice 

1 birds eye chilli, finely chopped (optional) 

2 green mangoes, julienned 

2 small eschalots, thinly sliced 

½ cup coriander leaves 

 
Method 

1. Blanch snake beans in boiling water until al dente, about 

two minutes. Refresh in iced water then drain well. 

2. Crush peanuts in a mortar with a pestle then place in 

large mixing bowl. Pound snake beans then very lightly 

pound the tomatoes and add both to the bowl. 

3. For the dressing, pound the garlic then add chili. Pound 

together then add sugar, fish sauce, lime juice and scud (if 

using). Mix together until thoroughly combined and sugar is 

dissolved. Taste and adjust as needed. 

4. Add the dressing to the bowl along with green mango, 

eschalots and coriander. Mix thoroughly and present on a 

large serving platter. 

 
Above all else – enjoy the festive season – use the KISS 

principle – Keep it Simple Stupid. 
 
 

Dinner 7 nights – Come and experience a warm and friendly atmosphere 

and some good pub grub! 

  
Address: 14-16 Hoddle St, Burrawang NSW 2577 

Phone: (02) 4886 4206 

 Letters to the Editor and Article 

Contributions 

The Burrawang Herald is a community 

newspaper and we welcome feedback 

from our readers. Tell us what you 

enjoyed in this edition of the Herald 

and what you might like to see featured 

in future editions. Articles, comments or 

suggestions should be addressed to: 

The Editor 

Burrawangherald@gmail.com 

mailto:Burrawangherald@gmail.com
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MELBOURNE CUP LUNCH FOR NAKURU HOPE 

or 

MY CUP RUNNETH OVER!! 

Oh my goodness, what a great day and what a fabulous community we have 

here in the Southern Highlands!  The second Melbourne Cup lunch held at 

the Burrawang School of Arts to raise money for Nakuru Hope, a school and 

orphanage in Kenya, was even more successful than the inaugural event 

held last year, with 95 people pouring in the door looking very glamorous and 

champing at the bit. It was particularly pleasing to see so many faces again from 

the previous year, many bringing more friends with them this time. 

Susan Saleeba, the founder of the school, has just returned from 2 months in 

Nakuru and was delighted to be able to come over from Perth again to talk about 

what she has achieved since her last visit. She is an incredible lady and I know 

her talk and presentation moved many to tears – I have known her for over 30 

years and am constantly amazed by what she does. 

Both she and I are in turn amazed by the generosity of everyone here, with so 

many happy to help and donate. So many to thank – all those people who made 

the delicious goodies for lunch, those who turned up on Monday to help set up 

and decorate the Hall with lemons and foliage (thanks again to Fiona Rodgers 

for her fabulous flower arrangements), and of course on The Day, everyone who 

helped make it a success – Michael Kelly ably assisted by my lovely husband, 

Brad, who got all the tech stuff working, Cath on the bar, Elsie who did a fantastic 

job in the kitchen together with Lee, the sweep guys, Brad, Geoff and Mike, and 

everyone else who pitched in and also helped clear up afterwards - couldn’t have 

done it without you.  Love youse all!! 

And what fantastic prizes this year I was given this year. Two great prizes were 

auctioned – an accommodation package at Jamala Wildlife Lodge in Canberra 

and a Beefeater BUGG BBQ with all accessories donated by Judy and Alan 

Hollis. After a spirited 3-way battle, Simone and Geoff Kleemann won the date 

with the giraffes and lions (who could forget Susan’s description of being kissed 

by a giraffe – you may want to give that one a miss, guys) and a very new 

resident to Burrawang, Robert Boyd was very pleased to walk away with a lovely 

BBQ for his new home. Thanks so much for your generosity, the auctions alone 

raised over $2,000. 

Then a plethora of prizes to be raffled – 20 in total!  I was particularly thrilled to 

be given artworks from three local artists - thank you Liz Varley, Elaine Musgrave 

and Brooke Munro – as well as vouchers and gifts from a number of local 

individuals and businesses. 

And all up, Nakuru Hope definitely came out the winner on the day (I know there 

were some silly horses involved somewhere) – together with some very generous 

donations, I am thrilled to announce that we raised a total of $10,000. Certainly a 

magic day – great result and from Susan and myself, thank you all so, so much. 

For those who want to learn more please go to the website: www.nakuruhope. 

org. 



18 

Burrawang Herald News December 2017 
 

 

 

 
 

Burrawang Bushcare 
 

 

Our waratahs flowered for the first time this year, and what 

a splendid show they made! The waratah’s botanical name 

is ‘telopea speciosissima’. It’s no surprise this mouthful is 

regularly passed over for its more common name, but its 

explanation makes a lot of sense with ‘telopea’ meaning 

‘seen from afar’ (aptly named considering their size) and 

speciosissima’ meaning ‘most beautiful’. This was certainly 

true of our ones. 

This month we took advantage of the fair weather and 

recent rains to do some planting at the George Street end 

of the block – including three more tree ferns, some more 

lythrum or purple loosestrife, which makes such a good 

show in late summer, plus a Eucryphia which will make a 

beautiful feature tree. Some Melaleucas were also put in, 

which will replace the invasive Willows which are gradually 

being pushed back. Much thanks should go to the council 

for supplying us with all our plants, and also for replacing 

the broken board in the boardwalk so promptly. 

New volunteers are always welcome to join us, we meet for a working bee on the fourth Wednesday morning of 

each month (excl December).  For more information, call Cath Ward on 0405 151 651. 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
1. Christmas is celebrated on the 25th of December. Who is the patron saint remembered on the 26th of December? 

2. Name the eight original Reindeer. 

3. Traditions of Christmas around the world will tell you that Santa Claus is known by many names. What is the 

French name for Santa Claus? 

4. Two of the reindeers are named after weather phenomenon. Name the reindeer. 

5. What are the gifts that the Three Wise Men gave baby Jesus, according to Christmas history? 

6. Which country does St. Nicholas originally belong to? 

7. What is the name of Ebenezer Scrooge’s partner, from the play, A Christmas Carol? 

8. Who was the star of the movie titled White Christmas? 

9. Stollen is the traditional fruit cake of which country? 

10. What is a female turkey called? 
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Burrawang School of Arts 

Film Nights 

 

Friday 26th January 2018 7:30pm Friday 23rd February 2018 7:30pm 

 

1. 

2. 

Stephen 

TRIVIA ANSWERS 
5.    Gold, Myrrh, and Frankincense 

3. 

4. 

Blitzen, Comet, Cupid, Dasher, Prancer, Vixen, Dancer, 

and Donner 

Pere Noel 

Donner, which means thunder in German, and Blitzen, 

which means lightning 

6. Turkey 

7. Jacob Marley 

8. Bing Crosby 

9. Germany 

10. Hen 
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What’s On CALENDAR 

December 2017 
 

Saturday 2 December 

from 5.00pm 

School of Arts Christmas party & carols 

School of Arts Hoddle St 

Annie Jones 4886 4565 

Sunday 17 5.00pm Traditional Carols. - Followed by a cuppa and 

some tasty treats 

St David’s Burrawang 

 

Wednesday 20 6.00pm Fire Brigade Christmas Drinks 
Burrawang Pub, Hoddle St 

Elizabeth Ellis 
0411032712 

Friday 22 

Saturday 23 

 Traditional Christmas dinner 

Burrawang General Store Cafe 

4886 4496 

Sunday 24  Christmas breakfast with festive specials 

Burrawang General Store Cafe 

4886 4496 

Monday 25  The Burrawang Hotel - Closed  

Sunday 31 From 8.00 The Burrawang Hotel – Johnny Spitz will be 

playing to ring in the New Year 

4886 4206 

 
January 2018 

 
 

Friday 26  The Burrawang Hotel – Australia Day 
Celebration and Live Music 

4886 4206 

Friday 26  Film Night 
Lucky Miles 

Michael Kelly  4886 4323 

 
February 2018 

 

Saturday 3 10.30am Morning Tea at School of Arts  

Friday 23 7.30pm Film Night The Rare Breed Michael Kelly  4886 4323 
 
 

 
 


