
August 2015 Burrawang Herald News 

1 

 

 Don’t forget to check out the website :  www.burrawangvillage.com 

Produced by the Burrawang Wildes Meadow Progress Association 

CONTINUING A 133 YEAR TRADITION 

At the time of white settlement in New South Wales, the Wadi 

Wadi tribe of Aborigines occupied the Burrawang (Yarrawa) 

area. The British naval surgeon Charles Throsby (1777 - 1828), 

became a settler in the colony in 1802 at the age of  31 and from 

1804 served in the colonial medical establishment in the 

Newcastle area until 1809.  

Dr Charles Throsby (1777-1828 ) 

Explorer  

He, along with his 58 year old assistant Joseph Wild were mapping what is now 

known as the Moss Vale and Sutton Forest area, and were commissioned to find an 

overland route from there to Jervis Bay, as well as to plan and oversee the 

construction of a road to Goulburn Plains. Throsby became the first landowner in what 

is now the Southern Highlands area in 1819 developing a cattle station called Throsby 

Park just off the Illawarra Highway in Moss Vale. This extremely capable pioneer 

became a member of the Legislative Council in 1825. 

 

Robert Hoddle with his omnipresent telescope 

Surveyor Robert Hoddle  (1794-1881)  and a gang of convicts cut a bridle path down 

the slopes in 1830 as part of a track intended to join the Cowpastures (Camden) to 

Kiama and Gerringong. He described the Yarrawa Brush as 'the most formidable 

brush I have ever seen. The vines so thickly entwined around the huge trees and small 

as to render the sun obscure at the time it shone with great brilliancy'.  

Burrawang  -  the Beginnings 

continued page 4 ... 
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Join the Burrawang and Wildes 

Meadow Progress Association 
The Burrawang and Wildes Meadow Progress 

Association is active in our community with the 

objective of preserving and improving the 
amenity and environment of Burrawang and 

Wildes Meadow. We are dedicated to raising the 

local community’s awareness of important issues 
affecting our villages’ unique character and to 

provide an influential and respected voice to 

Council and Government. Our committee 
members are volunteers and the B&WMPA’s 

newsletter “The Burrawang Herald” is delivered 

free.  
1 year - $10 individual  Membership  or  $20 per 

Household Membership 

Name::

…………………………………………………… 

 

Address:

……………………………………………………

…………………………………………………. 

…………………………………………………… 

 

Email:
…………………………………………………… 

 

Phone:
…………………………………………………… 

 

Mobile:
…………………………………………………… 

 

Fee $........................ Donation: $…………….... 

Total $.................................... 

Payment can be made via Cheque or Direct 

Deposit 

Burrawang Wildes Meadow Progress 

Association 

BSB:  062511 

Account Number: 1010 0930 
 

Please email your membership details to 

BWMprogressassociation@gmail.com 

Or mail to: PO Box 3209, Robertson NSW 2577 

Burrawang and Wildes Meadow 

Progress Association 
President – Alex Campbell 

email: BWMprogressassociation@gmail.com 

Vice President – Paul Shanahan  
Secretary – Elizabeth Johnson 

Treasurer – Rebecca Duffy 

Committee Members –  

 Elizabeth Crundall 

 John Lewis 

 Grant Sherborne 

 Jon Hill 

 Lisa Mauger 

 Elizabeth Varley 

Letters to the Editor and Article 
Contributions 
 
The Burrawang Herald is a community 
Newspaper and we welcome feedback from our 
readers. Tell us what you enjoyed in this edition 
of the Herald and what you might like to see 
featured in future editions. 
Articles, comments or suggestions should be 
addressed to: 
The Editor 

Email: Burrawangherald@gmail.com 

Hello All, 

Welcome to the August edition of The Burrawang Herald.  

Following the last issue we received many positive comments and feedback. 

See: Letters to The Editor.  

In this edition of The Herald, we are featuring the early history of Burrawang and 
an article on some of the early settlers in the area and Burrawang – The 
Maloney’s. I searched the archives and found some interesting facts and 
historical background as well as interviewing Mick Maloney, a long standing 
resident. Mick gave me an insight into the history of his forebears and their story 

in Burrawang and our village’s history.  

Also, you will enjoy articles from our usual contributors – The Book Review, 
Crystal Ball’s Stars, Environment Matters, Russell’s Ramblings, The Library, 
The Progress Association, The School of Arts and the Primary School all have 

something to share. 

 I hope that you enjoy this issue of The Herald – there is something for 

everyone.  

Thank you to everyone who has contributed to The Herald, and those who have 
helped behind the scenes with the layout, printing and distribution. Without you, 

we could not continue. 

Please drop me a line as I am keen to hear your feedback and suggestions for 

future editions. burrawangherald@gmail.com 

PO Box 3029, Robertson NSW 2577 

Happy reading, 

Elizabeth Varley 
The Editor  

Letters to the Editor 

Dogs and Leashes…. 
A week or so ago, I encountered one of our village neighbours walking his dog.  

Although I didn’t make any comment at the time, I thought – “How 

considerate”.   
 

His dog was on a leash and he carried a small black plastic bag, which he had 

been using to collect his dog’s droppings.  This was especially important to me 

as, a couple of weeks earlier, another villager had walked the same path with 

her dog.  It bolted into our paddock and scattered our alpacas, bailed one up and 

tore a hole in its side.  
 

She was surprised and apologetic, but it underlines the reality that, no matter 

how well we think we know our pets, they have the capacity to act beyond our 

control with unfortunate results.  Fortunately, the attack was not fatal and our 

alpaca is recovering. 
 

I am raising this now to ask that all dog owners in our village act in a manner 

that is considerate and consistent with our responsibilities to one another.  For 

dog owners this means keeping dogs on a leash when in public spaces and 

picking up their droppings. 

 

Paul Shanahan 

Maple Farm 

mailto:BWMprogressassociation@gmail.com
mailto:BWMprogressassociation@gmail.com
mailto:burrawangherald@gmail.com
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By the time you read this the Association will have had its AGM and the 

Committee will have been elected for a new year. Details will be given in the 

next Herald. 
 

It is a good time to ask you all to think about any new issues that you would 

like the Progress Association to take up in relation to amenities in our villages. 

If you have any ideas please email the Association at 

bwmprogressassociation@gmail.com 
 

Membership is for one year only, and all memberships expired on June 30. All 

existing members have been sent details of how to renew. The cost is $10 for 

an individual membership, and $20 for a family membership. Please do renew 

your membership and if you haven't been a member, but wish to join, send an 

email to the address above. You can download a membership form here. 
 

Since the last edition of the Herald, the Committee met with Duncan Gair, 

Mayor, Wingecarribee Shire Council. We updated Duncan on the results of our 

survey and feedback meeting, and took him through the various issues of 

concern. Discussions are ongoing with the Parks Committee, responsible for 

the Oval, with a view to them taking over additional responsibility for the 

maintenance of the children’s playground by the school. We reminded the 

Mayor that there was a high level of dissatisfaction with the surfacing of 

Hoddle Street and that there would inevitably be further problems in the spring 

or summer. 
 

The Mayor in turn, updated the Committee on relevant Council activities. The 

Council was required in June to submit a "Fit for the Future" report to the State 

Government which will be used to audit their activities and as a basis for 

decisions about whether the existing council structure should be changed or 

there is scope for further collaboration between councils. He advised that much 

of Burrawang is designated a Heritage Precinct and that any proposed 

alterations to Heritage listed buildings such as the General Store are subject to 

special Council review. There was a discussion of land subdivision. He advised 

that the footprint of the village of Burrawang would not be expanded. 

Robertson and Sutton Forest were 

probably the only local villages where 

expansion would be permitted. 
 

As those of you who have read my 

previous updates will know, the 

Council has no control over the 

activities of Endeavour Energy or 

Active Tree Services. The energy 

companies are State owned, and 

legislation gives them almost 

complete autonomy. In practice they 

are not accountable to the 

communities they are meant to serve. 

Any changes to legislation to require 

them to bury or insulate power lines, 

to give some of their powers to local 

Councils, or make them accountable 

would delay privatisation and are 

therefore unlikely to occur. We have 

been corresponding with our MP, Pru 

Goward. She advises that true to form, 

EE refused a meeting with her. She 

has forwarded me a letter they sent to 

her which is confusing, and as ever, 

doesn't answer any of the key 

questions. I regret that we are unlikely 

to make any progress but I will keep 

you all updated. 
 

Alex Campbell 

President, BWM Progress Association 
BWMprogressassociation@gmail.com 

INFORMATION & DISCLAIMER 

 

    This publication is intended to be a 

Village Newsletter for the distribution 

of general information and events, not 

a Broadsheet for political comment. 

Whilst opinions expressed do not 

necessarily represent the present 

Committee of the Association, any 

information submitted to the Editor 

which is likely to offend or concern a 

member or resident, will be withheld 

from publication. 

 

    Correspondence in relation to this 

should be addressed to the Editor,  

PO Box 3209, Robertson NSW 2577. 

The Burrawang Wildes Meadow Progress Association Update 

 

 

Comments from our satisfied readers regarding the last edition of The 

Herald… 

 

“Charming. I am going to make the cauliflower soup, and I loved 
Crystal Balls' section  ...” 

 

Thanks for the Library info – The e Magazine idea is a real winner and 
I will be using that service in the future. 

 
 

Letters to the Editor and Article Contributions 

The Burrawang Herald is a community newspaper and we welcome 

feedback from our readers. Tell us what you enjoyed in this edition of the 

Herald and what you might like to see featured in future editions. Articles, 

comments or suggestions should be addressed to:   

The Editor 

Burrawangherald@gmail.com 
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Sometime during this era the natural 

attributes of the Yarrawa Brush 

region came to their attention with its 

exotic rain forest and rich volcanic 

soil. This later became public 

knowledge and in 1859 the first land 

grant was issued in what is now the 

pretty hamlet of Wildes Meadow (a 

derivative of the name Wild’s 

meadow). 

In 1865 the first post office was 

established at Burrawang, which was 

named after the native palm once 

plentiful in the area. Shortly 

thereafter the first school was 

established in an originally Anglican establishment, which in 1876 was 

replaced by the first public school at the ‘Old School House’ (now a private 

residence). 

In what is now Church Street the three churches were established around this 

time; Catholic 1875, Anglican 1886 and Presbyterian in 1888 (now a 

residential dwelling). 

Major industries at the time included dairying, potatoes, vegies plus flour and 

timber milling. Burrawang also had a newspaper; the Burrawang Herald and 

the hall boasted an active social calendar including an annual ball. 

Burrawang remained the major development in the Yarrawa Brush for some 

years but Robertson took over sometime in the late 1880s with the advent of a 

more direct road to Moss Vale, the neighbouring development of Robertson 

started to overtake as the key settlement in the region. Once Macquarie Pass 

was opened in 1898, Burrawang became somewhat isolated from the main 

route and the passing trade. 

from page 1 …. 

"Carnatressy" is a house that we are 

all familiar with when we travel down 

Burrawang Station Road. This small 

weatherboard house was built around 

1860 and is one of the original homes 

in Burrawang village. Who named the 

house Carnatressy? We can only 

imagine that such an unusual name 

would have significant meaning for 

someone with an Irish background. 

My research has revealed that in the 

“1825 Tithe Applotment Book - 

Templecarn Parish, County Donegal, 

Ireland” there is a “townland” area 

named, “Carnatressy”.  These days, 

the name has lost an “a” and is now 

known as Carntressy. In this Irish 

community, there are many people 

named “McGrath”, so that might give 

us a clue as to which of our early 

settlers named our Burrawang house – 

Carnatressy.  
 

The families in Ireland’s Carnatressy 

were subject to a Tithe Tax. Tithes 

were an income tax on farming - usually about one tenth of the annual income. 

These taxes were used for the upkeep of the Church of Ireland and were paid 

from the time of the Reformation. Tithes were a grossly unfair system of 

taxation and deeply resented by the Protestants and Catholics alike.   
 

Apart from the crippling taxation system, during the late 1700s and early 

1800s, Ireland was in the grip of some of the worst social upheaval, 

lawlessness, crime and social tension between “the haves” and “the have 

nots”, and the majority of those were against the government and the Church. 

All over Ireland, people were suffering through a severe economic depression 

following the Napoleonic Wars, coupled with greedy landlords, high rents, 

ever increasing food shortages and work was equally scarce. This was 

especially the case in counties such as Clare. 
 

Soon, the term ‘labourer’ came to stand for those who were unemployed rather 

than those who had work. The instinct of the labourer became focused on 

survival rather than comfort. The guarantee of survival was a garden of 

potatoes every year to feed the family. The potato was not a very reliable plant 

and its partial failures led to hunger and distress several times after 1815. 

There were severe famine conditions, mostly for labourers, in 1817, 1820, 

1822, and 1830. 
 

These factors saw thousands of people flee Ireland for countries that promised 

a better future. They thought, at least somewhere they were not oppressed, 

where there were more opportunities for work, and success was dependant on 

their own sweat and toil, and not the class or the social position into which 

they were born. 
 

One of those Irish families seeking a better future was the Maloney’s. In 1855, 

aboard the ship “Kate”, was the widow of Patrick Maloney, Hannah Maloney 

The Maloney Family - Early 

Settlers of Burrawang 
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could be treated as an indefinite 

interest-free loan, as long as 5% 

interest was paid each year. 
 

This saw Hannah’s sons Jack, Roger, 

Lott, Patrick and Michael Maloney 

purchase land in the Kangaloon area, 

then Riley’s Sugar Loaf. Sugarloaf 

Lane in Kangaloon exists today and 

Jack purchased land in Glenquarry. 

From here, we follow the family 

through Roger (Roddy) Maloney. He 

marries Catherine (Kate) Malone in 

1865 and they subsequently have five 

children. A hard life on the land and 

all the incumbent privations did not 

diminish them, as Roger lived to 94 

and Catherine lived to 96 years of 

age.  
 

A formidable task presented itself to 

the early settlers of the area. M J 

Carrick, in a family history, describes 

it thus: "farmers had to clear the land 

selected and prepare the land for 

future use, including building a home 

for their families. It is very likely that 

most of the early houses were made 

of roughly cut timber slabs with mud 

filling the gaps between the slabs. 

Windows were a luxury that many 

homes did not possess. This was very 

basic housing with limited light inside 

and dubious protection from rain and 

wind. Very good rainfall was one of 

the reasons the land provided such 

lush grazing for the dairy cattle that 

were soon covering the cleared acres. 

Some houses were simply made of 

tree bark fastened to a wooden 

frame." 
 

In the late 1800s some 30,000 acres 

had been snapped up under the Land 

Titles Act, and 1200 settlers had 

moved in to farm the land around 

Kangaloon, Robertson and 

Burrawang. A  delegation of 300 of 

these from around the Kangaloon area  

petitioned the government to have a 

railway station built at Bowral so that 

they could send their produce to the 

Sydney markets. A rough road 

(Kangaloon Road today) had already 

been built to Bowral. The first fresh 

milk was shipped from Bowral station 

only in 1876, and a cheese and cream 

factory established later. (The current 

'Old Milk Factory' in Station Street 

dates from the 1930s.)  

(nee Ryan, 1798-1888), who left County Clare with eight of her twelve 

children.  On board were 117 males, 147 females with 59 children all seeking 

the promise of a new life.  After four months at sea, with the loss of two lives 

on board due to the harsh conditions and relentless seasickness, they finally set 

foot on Australian soil landing in Sydney.  
 

This was a brave and courageous act on Hannah’s part. This resolve and 

determination would be needed by all the family as their new life in Australia 

would be regularly tested. From the poverty ridden and overcrowded towns and 

countryside of Ireland they arrived in a vast, and in comparison, an almost 

empty land. 
 

Soon, the Maloney boys set out to find land to farm and to establish their roots 

in Australia. They squatted on land at Glenquarry which they cleared and tried 

their hand at farming. However, after a period of severe drought, this saw them 

quit the land, and return to Sydney and re-join the rest of the family. 
 

Opportunity came with the 1861 Crown Lands Acts introduced by the New 

South Wales Premier, John Robertson. This was a move to try to break the 

squatters' domination of land tenure.  Unsurveyed land declared an agricultural 

reserve in unsettled areas could be bought freehold in 40-to-320-acre lots at £1 

per acre with a deposit of five shillings per acre and the balance to be paid 

within three years. Alternatively, at the end of the three years, the balance 
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Of the five children that Roger and Catherine had, our 

story now follows their son Michael (Soldier Mick) 

Maloney (1878-1950) and his wife, Mary A. Fenton (1881

-1977).   Michael and Mary had three chidren, Michael, 

Roger and Vincent.  
 

Now we have come a full 

circle back to our Burrawang 

house - Carnatressy. The 

Maloney family continued to 

carve out their place in the 

area and this saw their sons 

Michael (1909-1989) and 

Roger (1913-1998) move to 

Burrawang and take up 

residence in “Carnatressy”.   
 

Michael and his first wife 

Winifred had two children; 

Winifred passed away giving 

birth to Mary. Michael then 

remarried Joan McGrath and 

they had three children. 

Roger married Mary 

O’Sullivan(1909-1995) and 

had five children.  
 

On Carnatressy they continued dairy farming and growing 

produce such as beans, cabbages and  potatoes and 

supplemented the farm income with  beef cattle. 

Carnatressy saw both the families of Michael and Roger, 

plus Grandmother Mar y all  living and working together. 

Now in 2015 it is almost inconceivable to consider living 

in a house with fifteen people. And such a small one to 

boot. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

I  explored life on Carnatressy with Michael (Mick) 

Maloney who is Roger’s son and a fourth generation 

descendant of Hannah.  His early recollections were 

milking the cows by hand in the small dairy which is still 

standing and a few hundred meters from the house. With 

the evolution of milking machines, twice a day, Mick 

would walk the cows down for milking to the property 

which was off the highway, where Joan’s father Jack and 

his second wife lived. 
 

Michael (Mick’s uncle) employed a farmhand named 

“Bing”, who to a small boy like Mick, appeared to be a 

huge man. Bing was often the recipient of Mick’s cheeky 

remarks and teasing. This provoked Bing to pick Mick 

up, hold him by the ankles over the dairy’s manure pile 

and then promptly drop him right into it. Mick slithered 

down the muck heap and finally emerged fragrantly 

covered in cow poo. No 

doubt he got a walloping 

from his Mum for coming 

home so putrid. I think this 

taught Mick to hold his 

tongue in future.  
                        
Roger, Mick’s father, 

decided that instead of 

milking cows, a more 

prosperous  business 

would be to cart the milk 

from the local farms 

around Burrawang, Wildes 

Meadow and Avoca and 

along the road to Moss 

Vale. He carted milk to the 

depot at Moss Vale and to 

the Robertson cheese 

factory and occasionally to 

the Bowral butter factory. This saw him expand his 

business to three trucks collecting milk from 58 farms 

and being paid for each can collected.  Roger expanded 

his acreage when he bought Mick’s current home – Oriel 

Park in 1959. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
So here we are, now160 years after the first of the 

Maloney family stepped ashore on Australian soil.  It is 

rare these days to find five generations of a family still 

living in close proximity to their Australian  beginnings. 

The Maloney family is part of the fabric that makes our 

villages of Burrawang and Wildes Meadow a unique slice 

of Australian history. 

 

 

Researched and written by  

Elizabeth Varley, June 2015 

Mick’s father, Roger,  ploughing 

Carting the milk cans                                                 
An old dairy in Burrawang 
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Burrawang Trash and 
Treasure Sale 

 
Burrawang School of Arts 

 
Saturday 15 August -  

10 am to 4 pm 
 

Clothing, bric-a-brac, children's 

toys and clothes, decorative goods, home 

accessories, and much more. Come and buy 

from all our stallholders, who have cleaned out 

their wardrobes and cupboards. Who knows 

what treasures you may find. 

The Burrawang Palm 

The Burrawang Palm - Macrozamia communis 
(from the Greek makros, large, and Zamia a genus of 
cycads) is an Australian cycad found on the east 
coast of New South Wales. The common name for 
the species is Burrawang, a word derived from the 
Daruk Australian Aboriginal language; this name is 
also often applied to other species of Macrozamia. 
 

The Burrawang has the most extensive distribution 
of any cycad in New South Wales and is found along 
the coast from the district around Armidale, New 
South Wales to Bega 700 km south and on the 
coastal slopes of the Great Dividing Range with 
some instances on the inland slopes of the range and 
as far west as the Mudgee district.  It is most 
abundant on the south coast of the state. The plants 
grow in open forests. 
 

Seed cones are formed after fire. Male and female 
seed cones are on separate plants and the large 
female seeds are ripe when red or yellow. 
The male cone has a fruity odour when releasing 
pollen and this has been recorded as causing 
respiratory distress. 
 

Individual specimens take 10–20 years to mature and 
may live for up to 120 years. 
 

Seedlings of Macrozamia communis have a tuber and 
coralloid roots that rise up above the ground 
containing cyanobacteria. These exist in a symbiotic 
relationship with the cycad by nitrogen fixation. 
The seeds of the burrawang are a good source of 
starch but are poisonous to eat unless treated. The 
Cadigal people pounded and soaked the seeds in 
water for a week, changing the water daily. The pulp 
was then made into cakes and roasted over hot 
embers. 
 

Ingestion of the raw fruit will cause severe 
gastrointestinal irritation and abdominal cramps with 
vomiting and nausea, diarrhoea, and in severe cases, 
liver damage and muscular paralysis. There are also 
records of death following ingestion of untreated 
seeds or fruit. 
 

Seek urgent medical attention for all 
ingestions. 

Burrawang seeds, Batemans Bay, New South Wales, 
Australia 
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Russell’s Ramblings 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

This item was written in the middle of June on a cold, damp and 

miserable day, and for the want of something better to do, I went back 

over my rainfall records to check out a theory that was put to me about 

weather forecasting, which is notoriously unreliable at the best of times. 
 

It is well known that the weather is truly independent, as it is criticised by 

everybody, but takes no notice of anybody. 
 

The theory is that big rainfall in February – April will be followed by a 

relatively dry period from July – December. 
 

The four wettest February-April periods that I have recorded since 1977 

have all been followed by well below average rainfall in the second half 

of the year, so perhaps there is something in it. This is not proof but food 

for thought. 
 

After this year’s April deluge it will be interesting to see what happens 

later in the year.  
 

We must be due for another decent snowfall as we haven’t had one for a 

while. 
 

The last one that I recall was in June 2000, when the ground was 

completely covered to a depth of 10cm. Snowmen popped up everywhere. 

There have been heavier falls in the past.  I remember when on the farm 

in about 1947, we had a snowfall that left a cover of about 20cm deep. 

The damage that it did to the trees was very severe. 
 

Another fall in later years, completely destroyed the telephone lines 

which at that time were on poles along the Illawarra Highway. The 

authorities decided to put a completely new line underground rather than 

attempt to repair the old one. 
 

About 1968, we had another snowfall which froze onto the power lines as 

it fell and the weight of the ice broke the cables and left us without 

electricity for four days. 

 

I don’t like snowstorms, but my farming background is such, that I just 

accept what nature gives me and work around it. 

 

Southern Highlands Evening 

VIEW Club 
 

VIEW stands for Voice, Interests & 

Education of Women. VIEW has been 

part of the Smith Family since 1960.  

Funds raised support disadvantaged 

children with their education and enable 

them to fully participate in school 

activities.  Our club supports three 

students, two in primary level and one 

doing the HSC. 
 

We meet on the second Monday evening 

of the month at Mittagong RSL, where we 

enjoy dinner, interesting guest speakers 

and friendship and laughter. The cost is 

$35pp. 
 

The upcoming events include: 
 August - we are looking forward to 

hosting students from the Moss Vale High 

School debating team come along to 

debate one of the resolutions that will be 

put to VIEW members at the annual 

convention in Wollongong in September.               
 

September - the filmmaker Ozzie Emery 

will speak on the agony and ecstasy of 

film making in the developing world; he 

lives in Exeter.. 
 

October - another well-known local, Peta 

Seaton - archaeologist, will speak on her 

last trip to Jordan. 
 

We also meet during the month for 

outings and other fund raising events.  We 

welcome visitors at any of these events. 

For further information please contact 

Marie 0477 640 413. 

 

Marie Shaw 

Publicity Officer 

morree@bigpond.com 

Follow on Facebook 

SOUTHERN HIGHLANDS EVENING 

VIEW CLUB 
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GARDEN ORGANIC WASTE  
 

After a somewhat shaky start, the Wingecarribee Shire Council Green bins for Garden 
Waste are regularly appearing on the kerbside for the collection of household garden 
waste. I say ‘shaky start’ because some of us did not want a Green Waste bin – at 
home we mulch or compost most of the organic waste that the greedy chooks or 
sheep forego. As part of our Garbage Rates, we pay for the garden waste collection 
even though our pristine Green bin stays tucked up in the shed.  
 

Of course, for many property owners the Green bins are a wonderful addition to the 
services offered by our Council. In fact, according to Esther Landells, WSC Waste 
Education Officer, around 90% of households (or 15,000 properties) with a Green bin 
are using it to dispose of garden waste. Lawn clippings, tree prunings, autumn leaves 
– all these were difficult to dispose of, if you had no space for composting or no need 
for extra mulch in the garden. 
 

This service now allows residents to divert garden waste from around the home but 
away from landfill, thereby reducing the production of methane, a greenhouse gas.  To 
date around 4,600 tons has been collected by the Resource Recovery Centre (RRC) 
in the Green bins. The recovered garden waste is processed into high grade compost 
or mulch which can be used as a wonderful and natural soil conditioner and moisture 
retainer. The mulch is currently available from the RRC for $10 per cubic metre and 
free delivery offered on a 10 cubic metre load. (No, I’m not working on a commission!)  
 

WHAT GOES IN YOUR GARDEN ORGANICS BIN? 
 

To keep the Garden Organics waste stream clean, only the following items should be 
placed in your Green Bin for collection: Grass Clippings, Fresh and Dried Leaves, 
Flowers and Offcuts, Prunings, Twigs and Branches smaller than 15cm in width  

 
CONDITIONS & HINTS FOR GARDEN ORGANICS COLLECTION 
 

  No tree prunings of more than 15cm diameter in your bin 

 No food scraps or kitchen waste (even though it might be organic!) in your bin 

 If you place twigs and small branches at the bottom of your bin it may help with 

emptying the bin  

 Your Green bin lid must be fully closed for collection 

 Your bin must not weigh more than 75 kilograms when collected (that’s a lot of 

twigs) 

 Definitely no plastic bags in your bin. 

 

 After a few early problems, the rate of contamination is now very low with only about 

1% of the waste containing non-garden organics. Other Councils have a much higher 

contamination rate. So the Garden Waste collection is working really well thanks to the 

efforts of residents. 

Environmental Matters 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dogs on Leashes 
 

Please remember the rules when 

walking your dog around the village. 

  

Any dog in a public place must be 

under the effective control of a 

competent person by means of an 

adequate chain, cord or leash that is 

attached to the dog and that is being 

held by (or secured to) the person. 

Unfortunately, there are no leash-free 

areas around Burrawang. The closest 

leash-free area is in Moss Vale.  

 

Other dogs, cats, humans and assorted 

farm animals can easily become the 

unhappy victim of a dog allowed to 

roam off the lead. (For more about 

owners’ responsibilities see : 

http://www.wsc.nsw.gov.au/animals/dogs) 
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Whilst winter usually brings a quieter time in the village, we have been busy as ever at the School 
of Arts hosting a variety of great community events. 
 
The annual Moonacres’ Harvest Moon Dinner was a wonderful evening of celebration of the harvest 
moon and the abundant goods from Phil Laver's Moonacres Farm in Wildes Meadow were enjoyed 
by locals and many who travelled from Sydney and beyond. 
 
In May Judy Warner hosted her very successful annual Biggest Morning Tea with many people in 
attendance raising lots of money for the Cancer Council. It's always great to see so many people 
come to support the Warner family on such a great cause as well as using it as a chance to enjoy a 
wonderful morning tea and catch up with neighbours and friends. 
 
On the June long weekend, the Centenary Ball was held to celebrate 100 years of using our 
community hall. The ball was a sell-out success with over 120 in attendance, a delicious dinner 
catered by Mauger’s Meats and all enjoying the entertainment on offer. The ball is always a huge 
effort to put on, so a special thanks to all of the ball committee members for their hard work and 
for putting on such a great event. 
 
Over the next few months we have lots of events planned: 
 

*    Saturday 1 August 10am - School of Arts AGM & morning tea 
 
*    Saturday 15 August 10am to 4pm - Trash & Treasure Sale.  There will be tables selling a 

variety of trash and treasure.  Tell all your friends – you never know you might unearth a 
Picasso! 

 
As ever, we are very proud of the events that have been put on at the School of Arts over the past 
few months and are looking forward to the variety of upcoming annual events planned in the 
months ahead. We thank you for your continued support and hope you can come along and enjoy 
as much as you can that is on offer.   
 
Beth Macdonald 
Secretary School of Arts 
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Kindergarten Enrolments 
Enrolments for Kindergarten 2016 are being 
accepted now.  Please pass this information onto 
anyone you know who may have children wishing to 
enrol for next year.  Enrolment forms are available 
from the front office. 
 
Science and Engineering Day 
Year 5 and 6 had a day of brain bending challenges 
on Monday 18 May. Our three teams rotated through 
maths, science and engineering challenges that 
involved building, testing and refining ideas. Our 
teams made an eco house that withstood a hurricane 
simulation, a mini catapult that effectively shot a ping 
pong ball across the room and a bridge that stood up 
under the weight of metal ingots. As always, 
Burrawang students were respectful, demonstrated 
excellent teamwork and were enthusiastic. A fun and 
challenging day. 
 

Principal's Message 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Welcome to Burrawang Public School. Burrawang 
is a small school which is part of the Moss Vale 
Community of schools group.   We provide many 
varied opportunities for students across all Key 
Learning Areas. 

Burrawang enjoys rich community support, and are 
supported by enthusiastic, knowledgeable school 
staff who strive to provide learning activities which 
assist students to reach their full potential. 
 

Our school strategic directions for 2015 are to 
develop consistently high standards of educational 
practice, confident and creative 21st century 
learners, and responsible and active citizens. We 
have high expectations for all of our students as 
learners and look forward to celebrating their 
successes. 
 

One of our major innovations this year will be the 
increased use of technology to create opportunities 
for students  -  to be creative, to problem solve, to 
collaborate and to have increased independence in 
their own learning. 
 

I look forward to working with the Burrawang 
community in 2015. 
 

Michelle Laval 

News from Burrawang Public School 

NAPLAN 
Congratulations to our Year 3 and 5 students who 
completed their NAPLAN assessments last week.  
We know you put your best effort in.  These results 
will be available later this year. 
 
COS Writing Day 
Teachers from our school met with teachers from 
other schools in our Community of Schools group 
last week, to develop strategies to improve their 
teaching of writing.  I was very proud of the work 
samples that we shared from our school, which 
showed many of our students are already working 
above the expected levels.  Well done to our 
Burrawang students! 
 
Face Book 
Join the staff and children on the new FB page  
https://www.facebook.com/
burrawangpublicschool 
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Winter Reading Ideas: 

Good Reads 
 

Its cold outside, the fire is warm … 

it’s the perfect weather to snuggle 

up with a good book … but what to 

read? 

 
 

Faced with rows of books on shelves, it can be a daunting task to find the 

perfect book to match your reading interests, so staff at Wingecarribee 

Public Library has put together a range of tips and resources, Good 

Reads, to help you find your next great read. Visit the Good Reads 

website (www.library.wsc.nsw.gov.au/good-reads) to view: 

You can even submit your own reviews! 
 

If you can’t drag yourself away from the fire or have missed the 

ROADS mobile library, why not try an eBook or eAudiobook on your 

computer or tablet device. A range of titles to download are available 

from our website.  
 

Of course if you prefer to visit us at any of our branches, staff are 

always happy to offer reading suggestions to help you find your next 

great winter read. 

 Find Your Next Book: A selection of carefully curated eResources for 

booklovers: Australian fiction, romance, mystery, chicklit and more! 

 New to the Library: Browse the Library’s latest fiction and non-fiction 

books, biographies, talking books, CDs and DVDs. 

 On the Shelf Blog: Stay in touch with Wingecarribee Library's reading and 

happenings blog. 

 Author Lists: Popular and recommended authors by genre. Lists have been 

compiled by staff and include Best Biographies, Books for Blokes, 

Contemporary Australian Authors, Indigenous Authors, Family Saga, plus 

many others. 

 Book Reviews: Explore the reading experiences of others, like this review 

on ML Stedman’s The Light between Oceans: 

 The Light Between Oceans is essentially a love story of Tom and 

Isabel Sherbourne. Set on a remote island of the WA coast where 

Tom is a lighthouse keeper, they find love and initially happiness 

after enduring the tragedies and horrors of the First World War. It 

is the story of Isabel's longing for a child, and Tom's need to make 

the woman he loves whole again after the tragedy of three 

miscarriages. This leads them to make decisions that will have 

terrible consequences for them and many people around them. 

Would I recommend this book? Beautifully written with characters 

that you become wholly engaged with, I would highly recommend 

this book to mature readers who enjoy an original story that 

skilfully evokes another time and place and subtly challenges you to 

ask what you would have done if you had been in Tom and Isabel's 

place.  

 

Australia's Biggest 

Morning Tea  

 

The Warner family have just 

hosted their 20th consecutive 

Australia's Biggest Morning Tea, 

which was again very successful, 

with 200 people attending and 

raising $11,915.00.  
 

Everyone enjoyed a delicious 

morning tea, participated in a raffle 

with some amazing prizes, kindly 

donated by local businesses, with 

homemade cakes and jams, 

handmade sewing and knitted items, 

lovely embroidered linen, and 

Australia's Biggest Morning Tea 

merchandise.  
 

Judy, Don and Alex have wanted to 

continue raising money to beat 

cancer, with the money raised going 

to the Cancer Council’s vital work, 

in the following areas including: 

health services, prevention program 

and support into new and better 

ways to prevent, diagnose and treat 

cancer.  
 

The Warner family would like to 

sincerely thank all who attended, 

for their generosity, support, care 

and help in making the morning 

another memorable occasion. You 

can all be proud to know that you 

have made a difference to cancer 

patients, their families, friends and 

carers.  
 

We have all been touched by cancer 

in some way and this is a time to 

demonstrate solidarity and give to 

those who we hope can be cured.  
 

The money raised can help 

minimise the risk and eradicate this 

awful disease. Then hopefully 

cancer can be history. 

 
Thank You 

The Warner Family 

 

http://www.library.wsc.nsw.gov.au/good-reads
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_________________________ooooo0000000ooooo__________________________ 

Something even more important than 

Henry’s marriages, or the dissolution 

of the monasteries, is also happening 

in the novel. Tyndall’s English Bible 

is being circulated and read in secret. 

More is determined to suppress it, 

while Cromwell, is tolerant and 

curious. This work, of course, will not 

just democratise religion, in making 

the Bible available to the ordinary 

person, it is the engine that will create 

what defines “English” culture - the 

language of Shakespeare and the King 

James Bible. Because it is a subplot, 

in the background as Tyndall hides on 

the continent, Mantel’s novel 

embodies the idea that a movement as 

important and powerful as the 

Reformation is being born in hidden 

places and the dark corners of dank 

foreign cellars. 

From what I have read, serious 

historians dispute Mantel’s account; 

but that is not the point. Wolf Hall is a 

novel and, in Thomas Cromwell, she 

has created a full, rounded and 

compelling character. The miniseries 

is also very good; but not as richly 

complex as the novel.  

Of course, that was before The Killing Season. 

Nonetheless, Mantel does more than remind us that the realities of political life 

are universal and eternal. She encourages the reader to look at a familiar story, 

Henry VIII’s divorce from Katherine and marriage to Anne Boleyn, and see it 

differently. The focus is not on the principled and saintly Thomas More of 

Robert Bolt’s The Man For All Seasons. She tells the story from the point of 

view of Thomas Cromwell. He is not a crude, amoral functionary, 

engineering Henry’s divorce, this Cromwell is a cosmopolitan, opposed to 

religious dogma and cant, and gentle and humane in his private life and 

personal relationships. Mantel’s More, on the other hand, is petty, cruel and 

vindictive, not just prepared to die for his beliefs but, much worse, torture and 

kill for them.  

Mantel also subverts the usual approach of historical novelists, in which the 

narrative is written in a modern idiom while the writer tries to capture the 

period in elaborate and mannered speech. Her dialogue is sharp and vivid. For 

these characters words are, literally, weapons - men will burn for heresy and 

their translations of the Bible - and they are deployed as such, whether a 

stiletto knife or blunt broadsword. Rather, it is in her narration and brief 

descriptions that Mantel evokes the darkness and confusion of a world 

emerging from medieval superstition.   

Cromwell dominates the novel and the reader only has access to his thoughts 

and feelings. Usually Mantel refers to Cromwell as “he” and it is sometimes 

unclear which “he” is speaking or described. Unsettling at first, this device 

compels the reader to concentrate and reflects the ambiguities and shifting 

loyalties of a Court in which it is often hard to find a safe or solid footing. 

In securing Henry’s divorce Cromwell is not just separating England from the 

yoke of Rome but consciously creating a more dynamic and independent 

country. He understands that it is commerce and trade, not feudal loyalties, 

which will prevail in the modern world. 

BOOK REVIEW  -  BY PJW 

Some weeks ago I decided to read Hilary Mantel’s Wolf Hall and then 

watch the BBC mini-series. I would immerse myself in the brutal 

politics of Tudor England. The hubris and ambition, the bitterness and 

duplicity and bloody revenge would provide a distraction from the 

mundane on cold, winter nights.  

Congratulations to  … Jack Donovan who represented NSW in the 

U18’s indoor hockey team which travelled to Melbourne in January to 

participate in the National tournament.  The team played well and received 

the silver medal narrowly losing to the host team, Victoria.  Jack’s 

representative selection did not finish there, he was also selected to play in 

the NSW U18 outdoor hockey team which also travelled to Melbourne in 

April.  Jack was also selected in the State CHS school team which played in 

Homebush in June.  The school team came away with the win, defeating the 

CIS (Christian Independent Schools) 6-1 and the CCC (Combined Catholic 

Schools) 8-4.  Jack was named in the NSW All Schools Invitational 

Team.  Jack plays locally for Burrawang in the Nowra competition and for 

Robertson in the 1st grade Illawarra competition.  He would like to thank the 

Burrawang club for all the assistance he has received along the way, it is a 

small club with a big heart which really does look after their junior players. 
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Burrawang School of Arts Film Night Burrawang School of Arts Film Night 
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The Burrawang Kitchen 

  Lemon Curd 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Lemon Curd Biscuits 
 125g butter, softened 
 100g (1/2 cup) caster sugar 
 1 teaspoon vanilla essence 
 1 egg 
 190g (1 1/4 cups) self-raising flour 
 Plain flour, to dust 
 
Step 1 
Preheat oven to 180°C. Line 2 baking trays with 

non-stick baking paper. Use an electric beater to 

beat the butter, sugar and vanilla essence in a 

medium bowl until pale and creamy. Add the egg 

and beat until combined. Sift flour over the butter   

mixture and stir until combined. 

 

 2 eggs, plus 2 egg yolks 
 3/4 cup (165g) caster sugar 
 1/3 cup (80g) chilled unsalted butter 
 Zest and juice of 2 lemons 
 

Whisk whole eggs, yolks and sugar in a sauce-
pan until smooth, then place pan over a low 
heat. Add the butter, juice and zest and whisk 
continuously until thickened. Strain through a 
sieve into a sterilised jar. Lemon curd keeps, 
covered, in the fridge for 2 weeks. 

Step 2 
Use lightly floured hands to roll teaspoonfuls of 
mixture into balls. Place on the prepared trays, 
about 5cm apart. Use a lightly floured finger to 
make an indentation in the centre of each ball.  
 

Step 3 
Bake in preheated oven for 15 minutes, swapping 
trays halfway through cooking, or until the 
biscuits are cooked through and light golden. 
Remove biscuits from the oven. Set aside on 
trays for 30 minutes to cool completely. 
 

Step 4 
Spoon the lemon curd into the centre of each 
biscuit. 
(Makes 30 Biscuits) 

Other delicious uses of Lemon Curd 
 
 Use as a topping on pavlovas finish with whipped cream and toasted flaked almonds 
 Fill crepes with curd and sweetened ricotta 
 Sandwich sponge cakes with the curd and sprinkle icing sugar over the top 
 Mix it with plain yoghurt and serve with a mixed fruit platter 
 Top toasted crumpets  
 Make lemon curd muffins 
 The best idea is to just keep a jar in the fridge and eat it with a spoon when you have a craving! 

Congratulations to … Erica Longhurst of Burrawang. Erica has been awarded a Rural Scholarship by The 

Royal Agricultural Society of NSW Foundation. Erica is in her first year of medicine at Uni of NSW. The RAS 

Foundation is committed to helping rural Australians realise their potential through education and training. We wish 

Erica well in her future endeavours. 



August 2015 Burrawang Herald News 

16 

Your Lucky Stars 

By Crystal Balls 

Oh Virgo, you get to play one of 

my favourite words over the 

August 23 - September 22 

Libra, the next year is all about 

relationships and 

September 23 - October 22  

October 23 -  

November 22  

next 12 months - FABULOUS! Jupiter, 

which has stayed away for such a very 

long time, is back with a vengeance, 

bringing opportunity and recognition for 

you. Now I understand completely that 

you can be a bit of a hermit and stand 

back from the limelight, but this is the best 

time for you to shine. Your brilliance is 

most sparkly after August so you've got 

time to make all those plans you love so 

much. Don't go all shy on me, it's going to 

happen anyway, so be prepared. Get your 

metaphorical glitter on! (All you blokey 

types can do this too, in an understated, 

flannel shirt kind of way, yes?)  

communication. You might have a bit of an 

existential wobble and start getting all 

introspective. Now listen carefully - do not 

get lost in second guessing how others 

see you, for there lies turmoil. Have a look 

around at all the people in your life. Aren't 

they just lovely? Our friends are a 

reflection of ourselves, and you're just 

fine. If there’s someone lurking about who 

drags you down, consign them to the 

outbox of your reality. Dump 'em! 

October is when all the good stuff comes 

together so plan for a super birthday. 

 

Oh Scorpio, you have had a bit of a rough 

trot over the past couple of years, duelling 

your demons. It's time the universe either 

gives you a break or a lightsabre and a 

couple of direwolves to help out. Guess 

what? The lights ahead are the flames 

from which you will rise, Phoenix-like. 

Finally, you'll fit back into your skin, 

resuming your search for the answers to 

the big questions. There will be travel but 

HOTEL NEWS 
 

Golf 

The Bonville Cup this year was 

won by Bob Penrose (formerly 

Wildes Meadow resident now in 

Bowral) with last year’s winner 

Mike Bolton runner up. 

 

Fireworks Night 

Another great success with 

perfect weather and an excellent 

display by Howard & Sons once 

again.  Over 350 people turned 

up to enjoy the evening. 

 

Battle of the Banger 

Competition 

Heats commence on Thursday  

16 July.  Watch the notice board 

for draw and come along and 

support the best banger. 

Last year’s winning team of Scho 

and Geo, not only took out the 

best in Burrawang but won the 

overall best in Southern 

Highlands and they are back to 

defend the title. 

 

Staff 

Thursday 25 June saw the last 

shift for Kylie Pritchard at the 

hotel. 

 

Kylie has given us 13 years of her 

working life and she will be 

missed by all who worked with 

or knew her.  Best wishes from us 

all with your new venture. 

Virgo 

Libra 

Scorpio 
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Burrawang Hockey 
 

Burrawang juniors are once again faring well at this, the halfway mark in 
the season. Our under 13’s and 15’s play on week nights and the parents 
are certainly having to layer up to brave the elements in order to cheer the 
kids on. The children, amazingly, don’t seem at all fazed by the sometimes 
near zero temperatures felt at Welby. We always have lots of smiling 
children walking off the field so we must be doing something right. 
 
We have two teams in both the Under 13 and Under 15 competitions. All 
four of these teams are in the top half of the points score and are all in 
good shape to maintain this momentum and secure their positions in the 
finals. Many of our junior players have been selected in representative 
teams. Our younger players, consisting of Under 11’s, Under 9’s and two 
Minkey teams are all learning lots of new skills and having loads of fun. 
 
Our three senior women’s teams are all holding last position in their 
respective grades. We are all looking for miracles as our intensive training 
program doesn’t appear to be working too well. We have lots of new 
players to the game this season who are all improving every week and our 
experienced players just keep getting older every season. Many giggles are 
yet to be had this season and, of course, the much-looked-forward-to  
hockey presentation night!  

BURRAWANG 

TENNIS CLUB NEWS 

With the year quickly flying 
past, it won't be long before 
our summer mixed tennis 
competition will commence. 

Anyone wanting to play in our 
competition can be of any 
standard, each player plays 3 
sets on a Monday night, 1 
men/ladies & 2 mixed. You 
only need to join Burrawang 
Tennis Club which costs 
around $30/ year, this also 
allows you to use the courts 
any other time throughout the 
year.  

If night tennis is not your 
thing, joining up as a social 
member to use our facilities is 
also an option. 

Players keen to play in our 
Monday night comp, which 
commences approximately  
12 October, can leave their 
name with our Secretary - 
Carol Hill 0429430305 or any 
other of our committee 
members. 
President - Donna Ecccleston - 
4887 1251 

Treasurer - Sharon Donovan - 
4886 4489 

Our Annual General Meeting 

will be held approximately 

early September, so anyone 

with ideas, suggestions or 

information that may help the 

Club is always welcome. 

 
1. In 1871, South Australia became the first colony to allow a man to 

marry his deceased wife's sister - true or false? 

2. What do the letters in the airline name Qantas stand for? 

3. In which year was the Melbourne Cup first run? 

4. With what did a Melbourne man attempt to pay the Australian 

Taxation Office on February 8, 1988? 

5. In which capital city was Australia's first federal parliament opened 

in 1901? 

6. Which salt lake is the lowest point in Australia? 

7. In which year was bushranger Ned Kelly hanged in Melbourne? 

8. Who was the first prime minister of Australia?7. 

9. In which year did the First Fleet sail from England? 

10. Name the first Australian to win the British Open golf 

championship. 

ANSWERS 

1.  True 

2. Queensland and Northern Territory Aerial  

 Services 

3.   1861 

4.   Trees 

5.   Melbourne 

6.   Lake Eyre 

7.   1880 

8.   Sir Edmund Barton 

9.   1787 

10.  Peter Thomson (1954) 
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What’s On CALENDAR 

 

August 2015 
  

Wednesday 5, 

12, 19, 26 

7:30 pm - 9 pm Rural Fire Service, Fire Shed Steve Horton                4886 4232 

Thursday 6, 20 11:30 - 12:30 Public Library ROADS Delivery Service   

Saturday 15 9:00 am   -  

4:00pm 
School of Arts  -  Trash or Treasure Jumble Sale Jan Campbell 

Friday, 28 7:30 pm School of Arts Movie Night  -  “15 Amore” (1998), 

directed by Maurice Murphy, starring Lisa Hensley and 

Steve Bastoni.  

 

Michael Kelly              4886 4323 

 

 

 

September 2015 
 
 

Wednesday 2, 

9, 16, 23 

7 pm - 9 pm Burrawang Rural Fire Service AGM  -  everyone welcome Phillipa Drewett      0419 426 874 

Thursday 3 & 

17 

11:30 - 12:30 Public Library ROADS Delivery Service   

Friday 18  Burrawang Public School – End of Term Three   

Friday 26 7.30 pm Movie Night “Sullivan's Travels “(1941), directed by 

Preston Sturges, starring Joel McCrea and Veronica Lake 

  

Michael Kelly              4886 4323 

 

October 2015 
 
 

Thursday 1 11:30 - 12:30 Public Library ROADS Delivery Service  

Tuesday 6  Burrawang Public School – Start of Term Four   

Wednesday 7, 

14, 21, 28 

7:30 pm - 9 pm Rural Fire Service, Fire Shed Steve Horton           4886 4232 

Friday 30 7:30 pm School of Arts Movie Night  -  The Awful Truth (1937), 

directed by Leo McCarey, starring Irene Dunne and Cary 

Grant.  

 

Michael Kelly              4886 4323 


